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RICHARD  POCOCKE,  LLD.  FRS, 

THROUGH  EGYPT, 


Containing  his  embarkation  at  Leghorn,  September  7,  1737,  and 
his  arrival  at  Alexandria,  with  a  defcription  of  that  city,  and  the 
monuments  of  antiquity  found  there  ;  his  voyage  up  the  Nile, 
with  a  defcription  of  the  places  at  which  he  touched,  particularly 
Grand  Cairo,  and  the  ancient  city  of  Thebes ;  to  which  is  added 
Mr.  Norden's  voyage  from  AfTouan,  (the  place  where  Dr.  Po- 
cocke  returned)  to  Derri,  a  town  fituated  near  the  fecond  cataradl 
of  the  Nile,  concluding  with  an  account  of  the  rife  of  that  river, 
anditsfifh;  the  climate,  vegetables,  beafls,  birds,  and  reptiles, 
of  Egypt;  together  with  the  cuftoms  and  manners  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. 


W  E  embarked  at  Leghorn  on  the  7th  of  Sep- 
tember 17373  and  on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month  ar- 
rived at  Alexandria  in  Egypt,  being  only  a  week  in 
our  voyage,  from  the  time  when  we  loft  fight  of 
Sicily. 

For  many  ages  Egypt  was  governed  by  its  own 
kings,  till  it  was  conquered  by  the  Perfians  under  Cam- 
byfes.  At  length  Alexander,  with  the  conqueft  of 
Perfia,  obtained  the  pofTelTion  of  this  country,  and 
made  Ptolemy,  his  general,  king  of  Egypt,  under 
whofe  defcendants  it  remained,  till  it  became  a  Roman 
province.     On  the  divifion  bf  the  empire^  Egypt  be- 
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longed  to  the  Eailern  E'.mperors  :  but  foon  after  the 
efLablifhment  of  the  Mahometan  religion,  it  was  taken 
from  them  by  the  Saracens,  and  was  governed  by  dif- 
ferent families,  till  in  1270  the  Mamaluke  government 
took  place,  under  which  conilitution  a  fiave  was  al- 
'vvays  advanced  to  the  throne,  and  no  fon  could  fucceed 
to  his  father's  crow^n  :  but  this  government  was  fup- 
preiTed  by  Sultan  Selim^  and  it  (till  remains  in  the  Ot- 
toman family. 

On  the  return  of  Alexander  from  confulting  the 
oracle  of  Jupiter  Ammon,  he  was  fo  pkafed  wdth  the 
fiiuation  of  Rhacotis,  that  he  ordered  a  city  to  be  built 
there,  vvhich  from  him  was  called  Alexandria.  This 
new  city  became  the  capital  of  the  kingdom,  a  terri- 
tory was  annexed  to  it,  and  it  was  made  a  diftind:  pro- 
vince of  itfelf.  The  Arabian  hiftorians  fay,  that  when 
the  city  was  taken  by  the  Saracens,  it  contained  4000 
palaces,  as  many  baths,  400  fquares,  and  40,000  Jews 
who  paid  tribute. 

The  ports  of  Alexandria  were  formed  by  the  ifle  of 
Pharos,  which  extended  acrofs  the  mouth  of  the  bay^ 
and  towards  the  weft  end  was  joined  to  the  continent  by 
a  caufeway,  and  two  bridges  90  paces  long.  On  a 
rock  encompa,iTed  by  the  fea,  at  the  eaft  end  of  the 
ifland,  was  the  famous  Pharos,  or  light-houfe,  which 
feems  to  be  the  fpot  on  which  one  of  the  two  caftles  is 
built,  at  the  entrance  of  the  new  port ;  and  the  pillars 
ittVL  in  a  calm  fea,  within  this  entrance,  may  be  the 
remains  of  diat  fuperb  ftrudure.  I  faw  thefe  pillars 
.  when  I  Went  our  in  a  boat  in  a  calm  day,  and  could 
perceive  the  bottom  j  but  my  making  fuch  nice  obfer-- 
vations  fo  near  the  caftle  was  much  taken  notice  of, 
and  1  was  told  that  feveral  foldiers,  who  were  that  day 
on  guard  in  the  caftle,  v/ere  punifhed  for  fufFering  me 
to  examine  the  port  with  fuch  exadnefs. 

[*  Nothing  can  be  more  beautiful  than  to  view  from 
hence  the  mixture  of  antique  and  modern  monuments, 

•  -    *  Thofe  fsntcnccs  ir^cloYed  in  crotchets  are  the   remarks  of  Mr, 
Nordeii,  who  alio  Uavclled  up,the  Nile. 
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T/hicli  every  where  offer  themfeb/es  to  your  view. 
When  you  have  palTed  the  fmallefc  caOJe,  called  the 
little  PharriHon^  you  perceive  a  rovv^  of  great  towers 
joined  to  each  ocher  by  the  ruins  of  a  thick  walh  A 
finele  obeliflc  has  fiJiEcient  heio:ht  to  make  itfelf  re- 
marked,  where  the  wall  is  fallen  down.  If  you  turn 
yourfelf  a  little  farther,  you  perceive  that  the  tov/ers 
appear  again,  but  only  in  a  diftant  view.  New  Alex- 
andria afrerwards  makes  a  figure  with  its  minarets  5 
and  at  a  diilance  beyond  this  column  rifes  the  column 
of  Pompey,  a  mofl:  maieitic  monum.ent.  You  like- 
wife  difcover  hills  that  appear  to  confiPc  of  afiies,  and 
fome  other  towers.  At  length  the  view  is  terminated 
by  a  orreat  Ibuare  buildino-  that  ferves  as  a  mao;azine  oi 
powder.] 

The  old  walls  of  the  city  feem^  to  have  been  built 
on  an  eminence  that  extends  from  Cape  Lochias  to- 
wards the  eafh,  the  remrains  of  a  grand  g-ate  bein,o;  to  be 
feenin  the  road  to  Rofetto ;  and  from  thence  the  foun- 
dations of  the  walls  may  be  traced  to  the  canal.  The 
outer  walls  round  the  old  city  are  beautifully  built  of 
hewn  ftone,  and  feem  to  be  ancient.  They  are  de- 
fended by  femi-circular  towers,  twenty  feet  in  dia- 
meter, and  about  130  feet  afunder  :  at  each  of  them 
are  fbeps  to  afcend  up  to  the  battlements,  there  being 
a  wall  round  on  the  top  of  the  walls  built  on  arches. 
The  inner  walls  of  the  old  city,  which  feem  erected  in 
the  middle  ages,  are  much  flronger  and  higher  thai4 
the  others,  and  defended  by  large  high  towers. 

The  palace,  with  the  fuburbs  belonging  to  it,  Vv^as  a. 
fourth  part  of  the  city  ;  Vv'ithin  its  difLrict  was  the  Mu- 
feum,  or  Academy,  and  the  burial-place  of  the  Kings, 
w^here  was  depofited  the  body  of  Alexander,  in  a  colFni 
■of  gold  i  which  being  taken  away,  it  was  put  into  one 
of  glafs  i  in  which  condition  it  probably  was  when  Au- 
guftus  took  a  view  of  ti'ie  corpii!  of  that  hero  j  and, 
fcattering  flowers  over  it,  adorned  it  with  a  goldeaa 
crown. 


4  Dr.  POCOCKE's  travels 

The  llireet  which  extended  the  whole  length  of  the 
city,  from  the  gate  of  Necropolis  to  the  gate  of  Ca- 
nopus,  is  faid  to  have  been  loo  feet  wide,  and  had 
doubtlefs  many  magnificent  buildings,  as  apprears  from 
the  pillars  of  granite  ftiii  remaining  in  two  or  three 
parrs.  Among  thefe  was  the  Gym.nafium,  or  Public 
Scliools,  to  which  v/ere  porticoes  above  half  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  in  extent.  Thefe  may  have  been  where  there 
are  great  ruins  to  the  weft  of  that  ftreet,  and  feveral 
large  pillars  of  red  granite  ftill  ftanding.  The  Forum, 
or  court  of  juftice,  was  aljo  probably  another  edilice  in 
this  magnihcent  ftreet,  and  might  be  v/here  fome  pil- 
lars remiain  nearer  the  fea. 

But  the  moft  extraordinary  remains  of  Alexandria, 
are  the  cifterns  that  are  built  under  their  houfes,  and 
fupported  by  two, or  three  arches  or  columns,  for  re- 
ceiving the  waters  of  the  Nile  by  the  canal,  as  they 
do  at  this  day.  This  canal  of  Canopus  comes  to  the 
walls  near  Pompey's  pillar,  and  has  a  pailage  under 
them.  But  the  water  is  not  only  conveyed  to  the  cif- 
terns from  the  canal  where  it  enters  the  city;  but  aifo 
before  from  feveral  diftant  parts  of  the  canal,  by  paf- 
fages  underground  to  the  higher  parts  of  the  city.  The 
defcent  to  thefe  cifterns  is  by  round  walls,  and  the  v/a- 
ter  is  drawn  up  by  windlafles.  But  the  great  lake  Ma- 
reotis,  which  was  formerly  navigable,  is  now  gene- 
rally dry,  and  has  only  water  in  it  after  great  rains. 

[V/e  arc  informed  by  hiftory,  that  the  califn  or  ca- 
nal v/as  made  to  facilitate  commierce,  and  for  the  con- 
veyance of  goods  from  Cairo  to  Alexandria,  without 
expofmg  them  to  the  dangers  that  attend  the  paffage  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Nile.  The  people  alfo  reaped  ano- 
ther advantage  from  it ;  the  city  of  Alexandria  being 
deftiture  of  frefti  water,  was  by  this  means  fupplied. 
But  the  decay  of  commerce,  and  the  ruin  of  the  coun- 
try, no  longer  permitted  the  inhabitants  to  be  at  the 
•expenee  of  keeping  it  in  repairs.  Hence  at  prefent  it 
refembles  a  ditch  ill  kept  up,  and  has  fcarcely  water 
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enough  to  fiipply  the  refervoirs  of  New  Alexandria. 
Hov,'ever,  from  the  place  ^vhere  the  aquedud  begms, 
it  is  lined  with  walls,  which  you  may  trace  th-e  whole 
length  of  the  plain,  quite  to  Alexandria.  For  though 
this  aquedud:  be  under  ground,  its  vent-holes  at  certain 
diftances  fiiew  the  way  it  takes  to  difcharge  itfeif  into 
the  refervoirs  or  cifterns,  which  are  only  found  in  the 
ancient  city.  When  that  city  fubfiiled,  all  the  ground 
it  occupied  was  made  hollov/  for  refervoirs,  the  greatefb 
part  of  v/hich  are  hlled  up,  and  no  more  than  half  a 
dozen  remain.  All  the  arches  of  thefe  refervoirs  are 
made  of  brick,  and  covered  with  the  fame  matter  im- 
penetrable by  v>^ater,  with  which  the  walls  and  refer- 
voirs are  covered  that  one  fees  at  Baias  and  at  Rome, 
in  the  baths  of  feveral  Emperors.] 

The  materials  of  the  old  city  hav€  been  carried  away 
to  build  the  new,  fo  that  there  are  only  a  few  houfes  at 
the  Rofetto  and  Bagnio  Gates,  fome  mofques,  and 
three  convents  vv^ithin  the  old  walls. 

A  mofque  towards  the  gate  of  Necropolis,  is  called 
the  Mofque  of  a  thoufand  and  one  pillars.  I  here  ob- 
ferved  four  rcv/s  of  pillars  to  the  fouth  and  weft,  and 
one  row  on  the  other  fides.  It  is  faid  that  this  was  a 
church  dedicated  to  St.  Mark,  at  which  the  Patriarch 
refided,  it  being;  near  the  orate  without  which  'tis  faid 
the  Evangchft  was  martyr'd.  The  other  great  Mofque 
is  that  of  St.  Athanaiius,  where  there  was  doubtlefs  a 
church  of  the  fame  name.  At  the  church  of  the  Copti 
convent,  they  pretend  to  have  the  head  of  St.  Mark. 
The  Greeks  and  Latins  have  alfo  each  a  convent  in  the 
old  city:  but  there  being  always  fome  poor  Arabs  en- 
camped about  within  the  walls,  it  is  dangerous  being 
abroad  after  fun-fet,  when  all  the  company  begin  to 
retire.  All  over  the  city  are  feen  fragments  of  columns 
of  beautiful  marble,  the  remains  of  its  ancient  gran- 
deur and  magnificence.  Among  the  reil  is  an  obelifk 
63  feet  high,  of  one  fmgle  piece  of  granite  ;  but  two 
of  its  four  faces  are  fo  disfigured  by  time,  that  you  can 
fcarcely  fee  in  them  the  hieroglyphic::  with  which  thcy^ 
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were  anciently  covered.     This  is  ftiil  called  the  obe- 
lifk  of  Cleopatra.     Near  it  lies  another  broken. 

The  lofty  Corinthian  column,  called  Pompey's  Pil- 
lar, is  fituated  on  a  fmall  eminence  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  to  the  fouth  of  the  wails  ;  and  as  Strabo  makes 
no  mention  of  it,  it  was  probably  trtdzcd  after  his  tim.e, 
perhaps  in  honour  of  Titus  or  Adrian.  Near  it  are 
fome  fragments  of  pillars  of  granite  marble,  four  feet 
in  diameter  j  and  it  plainly  appears  that  fome  magnifi- 
cent building  has  been  ere6ted  there,  and  that  this 
noble  pillar  was  placed  in  the  area  before  it.  Some 
Arabian  hiftorians  fay,  that  here  was  the  palace  of  Ju- 
lius Csfar.  This  pillar  is  of  granite,  and,  befides  the 
foundation,  confifts  only  of  three  ftonesi  the  capital  is 
judged  to  be  eight  or  nine  feet  deep,  and  of  the  Co- 
rinthian order,  the  leaf  fceming  to  be  the  plain  laurel 
or  bay  leaf  A  hole  having  been  found  on  the  top,  it 
has  been  thought  that  a  ftatue  was  ereded  upon  it. 
The  Ihaft,  taking  in  the  upper  torus  of  the  bafe,  is  of 
one  piece  of  granite  marble  88  feet  nine  inches  high, 
and  nine  feet  in  diameter.  The  pedeflal  with  part  of 
the  bafe,  [which  are  of  a  greyiih  flone  refembling  fiint] 
are  12  feet  and  a  half  high  ;  and  the  foundation,  which 
confifts  of  two  tier  of  ilone,  is  four  feet  nine  inches  ; 
fo  that  I  found  the  whole  height  to  be  114  feci. 

To  the  weft,  beyond  the  canal  of  Canopus,  are  fome 
catacombs,  which  confiftof  feveral  apartments  cut  in  the 
rock  on  each  Me  of  an  open  gallery:  on  both  fides  of 
thefe  apartments  are  three  llorics  of  holes,  big  enough 
to  depofit  the  bodies  in 

[Upon  defcending  the  hill,  you  enter  a  plain  covered 
with  bufhes  that  bear  nothing  but  capers  ;  and  advanc- 
ing farther,  you  come  to  a  forefl  of  date-trees.  Their 
fruitfulnefs  ihews  the  benefit  they  receive  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  canal,  whofe  waters  are  conveyed 
to  them  by  fome  fmall  channels  m.ade  by  art  between 
the  trees.] 

FThc  borders  of  the  great  canal  are  covered  with 
different  forts  of  trees,  and  peopled  by  Hying  cam.ps  of 
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Bedouins,  or  wanderino-  Arabs ;  who  there  feed  their 
flocks,  by  which  they  maintain  themfelves  in  food  ,  but 
in  other  refpedis  live  in  great  poverty.] 

About  four  leagues  from  Alexandria,  is  Abouflir^ 
called  by  Europeans  Bikiere.  This  town  is  fituated 
on  the  weft-fide  of  a  wide  bay,  a  chain  of  rocks  ex- 
tending from  it  to  a  fmail  ifland  about  half  a  mile  long, 
and  a  furlong  in  breadth.  In  this  ifland  are  the  remains 
offome  fubterranean  paifages,  and  of  a  piece  of  a  fta- 
tue  we  conjed:ured  to  be  a  fphynx.  About  two  miles 
nearer  Alexandria  are  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  temple  in 
the  water,  with  broken  flatues  of  fphynxes,  and  pieces 
of  columns  of  yellow  marble.  Near  this  building  are 
other  ruins,  part  of  which  appears  to  have  been  a  grand 
portico,  there  being  miany  pieces  of  columns  of  grey 
and  red  granite.  To  the  fouth  of  thefe  are  many  pil- 
lars of  red  granite,  and  from  the  order  in  which  they 
lie,  feemed  to  have  belonged  to  a  round  temple.  Moll 
of  them  are  fluted,  and  three  inches  in  diameter. 

[Nearer  the  city  are  feen  on  the  lliore  cavities  in  the 
rocks,  ufed  as  agreeable  retreats ;  where  the  people 
enjoyed  the  cool  air,  and  without  being  {ttn  but  when 
they  chofe  it,  faw  every  thing  that  paflTed  in  the  port. 
Some  jutting  rocks  furnifhed  a  delightful  fituation,  and 
the  natural  grottos  in  thofe  rocks  gave  the  opportunity 
of  forming  there,  by  the  alTifliance  of  the  chiflTel,  real 
places  of  pleafure.  Entire  apartments  are  made  in  this 
manner,  and  benches  contrived  in  the  rock  aflbrd  feats 
where  you  may  be  fecured  from  the  wet  or  bathe  in  the 
fea,  which  covers  the  bottom  of  the  grotto.  On  the 
outflde  they  had  little  harbours  flickered  from  all  the 
winds.  If  they  would  enjoy  the  view  of  the  port,  they 
eafily  found  a  place  without  the  grottos  fliaded  from 
the  heat  of  the  fun.  Thefe  agreeable  retreats  have  no 
other  ornaments  from  art,  but  being  in  fome  places 
fmoothed  by  the  chiflTcl ;  and  the  refl:  has  the  natural 
Ihape  of  the  rock.] 

[Oppoflte  the  point  of  the  peninfula  that  forms  the 
port,    is  ^  cavern,    which  is   commonly  termed  the 
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temple.  The  only  entrance  is  a  little  opening,  througli 
v/hich  you  pafs  lighted  by  flambeaux,  iLOoping  for  20 
paces,  when  you  enter  a  pretty  large  fquare  hall.  The 
top  of  the  ceiling  is  fmooth,  but  the  bottom  and  fides 
are  covered  with  fand,  and  the  excrements  of  bats  aad 
other  animals  that  harbour  there.  From  hence  you 
pafs  through  another  alley  into  a  round  cavern,  the 
top  of  which  is  cut  in  the  form  of  an  arch.  It  has  four 
gates  oppofite  to  each  other,  each  adorned  with  an  ar- 
chitrave, a  cornice,  and  a  pediment,  with  acrefcent  on 
the  top.  One  of  thefe  gates  ferves  for  an  entrance  ; 
the  others  form  each  a  niche,  that  only  contains  a  kind 
of  cheil,  faved  our  of  the  rock  in  hollowing  it,  and 
large  enough  to  contain  a  dead  body.  Thus  it  appears 
that  what  is  in  the  country  efceemed  a  tem.ple,  muft 
have  been  the  tomb  of  fome  greac  man,  or  perhaps 
a  fovereign  Prince.  A  gallery,  which  continues  be- 
yond this  pretended  temple,  feems  to  fnew  that  farther 
on  there  are  other  ilrudtures  of  the  fame  nature.] 

[As  to  the  new  city  of  Alexandria,  it  may  be  juilly 
faid  to  be  a  poor  orphan,  who  had  no  other  inheritance 
but  the  venerable  name  of  its  father.  The  prodigious 
extent  of  the  ancient  city,  is,  in  the  new,  contrafted  to 
a  fmall  neck  of  land,  which  divides  the  two  ports.  The 
moll  fuperb  temples  are  converted  into  plain  mofques  -, 
the  moft  magnificent  palaces,  into  houfes  of  bad  itruc  - 
ture  i  an  opulent  and  numerous  people  have  given  way 
to  a  few  foreign  traders,  and  to  a  multitude  of  wretches, 
who  are  the  ilaves  of  thofe  on  whom  they  depend. 
This  place,  once  fo  famous  for  its  commerce,  is  no 
longer  any  thing  more  than  a  place  of  embarking  ^  it  is 
not  a  phcenix,  that  revives  from^  its  own  afhes ;  but  a 
reptile,  fprung  frrm  the  dufi  and  corruption  with  which 
the  Koran  hath  infeded  the  whole  country.]  Yet  not- 
v/ithftanding  the  meannefs  of  the  buildings  in  general, 
in  feveral  houfes  built  round  courts  on  porticos,  they 
have  placed  a  great  variety  of  columns  moftly  of  gra- 
nite, that  were  once  the  ornaments  of  the  ancient 
city. 
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On  the  24th  of  O61:ober  we  fet  out  from  Alexandria^ 
in  order  to  proceed  to  Rofetto.  la  this  journey  I  had  the 
honour  to  accompany  the  EngUfli  confuL  We  came  to 
a  ferry;,  over  the  outlet  of  a  lakcj  that  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  the  lower  pars  ot  the  Canopic  branch  of  the 
Nile.  On  the  other  fide  is  a  kane,  where  palfens-ers 
repofc;,  and  think  themfelves  fafc  from  the  attempts  of 
the  Arabs,,  who,  rarely  go  to  that  fide.  All  the  coun- 
try is  a  fandy  defart,  where  the  fand  changes  \o  ofteny 
that  it  would  be  diiiicult  to  find  the  way^  were  it  not 
for  II  pillars  ere6t  acrofs  the  plain^  at  about  the  dif- 
tance  of  half  a  mile  from  each  other.  At  one  of  thefe 
pillars  an  arch  is  turned,  and  an  earthen  vafe  placed 
under  it,  which,  by  fonie  charity,  is  kept  full  of  Nile 
water  for  the  benefit  of  travellers.  * 

The  Confulwas  met  by  his  Vice-Conful  of  Rofetto^ 
and  by  many  of  the  French,  about  a  league  from  that 
town.  On  our  coming  to  fome  fandy  hills,  I  was  fur^^ 
prifed  at  feeing  a  magnificent  tent,  where  a  harrdfome 
coUatio-n  was  prepared.  After  this  repaft  we  all  m.ovmted 
line  horfes,  fent  by  the  Governor  of  the  city,  and 
each  was  attended  by  a  groom  on  foot,  in  which  man- 
ner we  continued  our  journey  to  Rofetto.  The  x\.t^t 
morning  the  Governor  fent  a  prefent  of  flieep  and  fowls 
to  the  Conful,  which  was  probably  returned  by  a  pre- 
fent of  much  greater  value. 

Rofetto,  called  by  the  Egyptians  Rafchid,  is  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  branch  of  the  Nile  anciently  called  Bol- 
bitinum,  and  is  efteemed  one  of  the  moft  pleafant 
places  in  Egypt.  It  is  near  two  miles  in  length,  and 
confifts  of  two  or  three  long  fcreets.  The  hills  about 
this  town  feem  as  if  they  had  been  the  ancient  barriers 
of  the  lea.  The  fine  country  of  Delta  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Nile,  and  two  beautiful  iflands  a  little  below 
the  town,  afford  a  delightful  profpe6l.  To  the  north 
the  country  is  improved  with  pleafant  gardens  of  ci- 
trons, oranges,  lemons,  and  almoftall  forts  of  fruit,  va- 
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rieg^t'ed  with  groves  of  palm-treesy  fmall  lakes,  artc^ 
iields  of  rice. 

The  inhabitants  have  a:  great  manofa'(3:ory  of  ftriped 
and  othef  eoaffe  linens;  but  the  chief  bufinefs  of  the 
place  is  the  carriage  of  goods  between  this  town  and 
Cairo ;  all  European  merchandizes  being  brought  from 
Alexandria  hither  by  fea,  and  fent  from  hence  in  other 
boats  to  Cairo ;  as  thofe  brought  down  the  Nile  from- 
Cairo,  are  here  put  into  large  boats  to  be  fent  to  Alex- 
andria. For  this  purpofe  the  Europeans  have  their 
Vrce-Confuls  andFadtors  here  to  tranfadl  their  bufmefsy. 
and  letters  are  regularly  brought  from  Alexandria,  to^ 
be  fent  by  the  boats  to  Cairo;  however,  letters  of 
greater  confequence,  that  require  difpatch,  are  fent  by" 
foot  melTengers  acrofs  the  defarts. 

At  Rofetto  I  faw  two-  of  thofe  naked  Saints,  wha 
are  commonly  ideots,  and  are  treated  with  great  vene- 
ration in  Egypt;  one  a  lufty  elderly  man,  and  the  other 
a  youth  of  about  1 8  years  of  age,  I  obferved  the  people' 
kifs  the  hands  of  the  latter,  as  he  went  along  the 
ftreets ;  and  was  told,  that  on  Fridays,  v/hen  the  wo- 
men go  to  the  burial-places  thefe  naked  ideots  fre- 
quently lit  at  the  entrance  of  them,  when  they  not  only 
kifs  their  hands,  but  fhew  them  the  fame  refped:  that 
was  paid  to  a  certain  heathen  idol,  and  expeft  to  re- 
ceive the  fame  advantages  from  it.  One  of  the  Saints 
1  my felf  afterwards  faw  fitting  at  the  door  of  a  mofquc 
in  the  high-road  without  the  gates  of  Cairo,  with  a 
"Woman  on  each  fide  of  him  ;  but  thoosrh  the  caravan 
V/as  going  to  Mecca,  and  a  multitude  of  people  were 
pafilngby,  they  were  fo  accuftomed  to  fuch  fights,- that 
no  notice  was  taken  of  them. 

About  two  miles  north  of  Rofetto,  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  river,  is  the  caftle  of  that  town,  which  I 
ivent  to  fee.  It  is  a  fquare  building,  with  round  tow- 
ers at  the  corners,  built  of  brick  cafed  with  ftone  ;  k 
has  port-holes  near  the  bottom :  about  them  I  ob^ 
ferved  feverai  pieces  of  yellow  marble,  many  of  which 
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liad  hkroglyphics  on  them^  and  rpight  be  pieces  -of 
/ome  broken  obelii]<:. 

While  1  was  at  Rofetto  I  v/ent  to  pay  a  vifit  to  the 
'Greek  Patriaixh  of  Alexandria,  who  ufuaily  refides  at 
Cairo,  and  being  introduced  by  the  Dragomen  or  in- 
terpreter to  the  confulj  I  had  all  the  honours  done  me 
that  arc  ufual  at  an  eafiern  vifit.  A  lighted  pipe  is 
.brought  you  by  a  feryant ;  then  a  faucer  of  Iweetmeats 
is  carried  about,  and  .a  little  in  a  fmall  fpoon  given  to 
each  perfon.  After  .the  coffee  is  ferved,  every  one  is 
given  a  bafon  of  Aerbet^  by  a  fervant  with  a  Jiand- 
J^erchief  on  his  arm,  for  them  to  wipe  after  they  have 
drank.  When  it  is  time  to  go  away,  the  hands  of  the 
guefl;  are  fpxinkled  with  rofe- water,  with  v/hich  he  rubs 
his  face.  jThe  incenfe  is  then  brought^  which  he  re- 
ceives leaning  his  head  forward,  and  holding  out  his 
garment  on  each  fide  to  receive  the  fmoke.  But  this 
compliment  is  only  paid  where  ,they  would  fhew  a  par- 
ticular regard  -,  the  xnafter  making  a  fign  for  it,  when 
.he  xhinks  it  time  to  end  the  vifit,  or  the  gucil  olTers  to 
'go  ;  but  it  is  never  done  when  the  vifitor  is  much  fu- 
perior,  till  he  makes  a  motion  to  retire.  Every  thing 
is  done  in  thefe  vifits  with  the  greateft  decency,  and 
the  moft  profound  filencc  -,  the  flaves  or  fervants  Hand- 
ing at  the  bottom  of  the  room,  with  their  hands  joined 
before  them,  watching  with  the  utmcft  attention  every 
amotion  of  their  mailer,  who  commands  thein  by  figns. 

I  embarked  with  ;the  conful  for  Cairo,  pn  the  4th  of 
November,  on  board  a  fine  galley.  Thefe  are  flat- 
-bottomed  veiTels,  with  three  maits;  as.they  are  nearly 
half  covered,  they  have  one  large  handfome  room,  and 
-a  fmdler  near  the  Hern  for  die  women,  Vv^hen  there  are 
any  on  board.  They  have  lattice  windows  all  round, 
and  fwivel  guns  faftened  towards  the  prov/.  They  fail 
well  againft  the  current,  with  a  good  brifk  wind  ^  but 
in  a  calm,  or  when  the  wind  is  contrary,  and  not  very 
.high,  they  are  drawn  along  by  the  men  on  fhore,  with 
^  cord  faftened  to  the  mail.  When  they  are  obliged 
.to  lie'by,  as  they  commonly  do  in  the  night,  the  people 
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amufe  themfcives  by  telling  long  Arabian  ftories ,  and 
if  they  are  obliged  to  flop  by  day,  the  boatmen  fre- 
Guently  pals  a%vay  the  time  in  a6i:ing  low  farces. 
-  Sailing  on  the  Nile  is  extremely  pleafant,  from  the 
richnefs  and  fertility  of  the  country  on  its  banks.  The 
villages  -with  palm-trees  planted  round  thenij  appear 
like  fo  many  delightful  groves  -,  and  when  the  country 
is  overflowed,  they  are  all  beautiful  iflands.  In  De- 
cember, which  is  here  the  middle  of  fp ring,  Egypt-ap- 
pears in  its  moll  lovely  drefs :  .many  plants  are  then  in 
tull  bloiK)m,  and  the  country  is  covered  .with  green 
corn  and  clover.  • 

Stopping  at  a  village  for  vv'ant  of  wind,  we  vifited 
the  governor  of  the  place,  who  offered  us  coffee,  and 
at  our  departure  fent  after  us  a  prefent  of  50  eggs.  On 
our  arrival  at  Ouardin,  we  alfo  waited  on  the  governor, 
who  would  have  entertained  us,,  and  not  only  fent  us 
a  lamb  and  100  eo-g-s,  but  came  on  horfeback  to  the 
bo3t  to  return  the  vifit;  and  the  ufual  honours  being 
paid  him,  it  v/as  intimated  that  he  would  think  wine  an 
acceptable  prefent ;  v/hich  was  accordingly  fent  him 
after  it  was  dark,  to  prevent  giving  umbrage  to  the 
more  conicientious  Muffelmans. 

.About  a  fmall  day's  journey  from  this  town  is  the 
defart  of  St,  Macarius,  where  are  four  Copti  convents, 
much  reforted  to  by  the  Copti  Chriftians.  I  v/as  in- 
formed, that  about  thofe  convents  are  a  great  numiber 
of  wild  boars.  At  a  fm.all  dA^z2,nai  beyond  them  are 
the  lakes  of  Natrou,  and  the  Baher  Bellomah,  or  fea 
without  v/ater;,  where  there  are  eagle -(tones,  and  the 
rocks  in  this  place  have  fome  refemblance  to  fhips. 

The  night  before  v/e  linifhed  our  voyage  was  fpent 
in  mirth  and  firing  of  guns,  on  our  being  met  by  our 
friends.  The  next  morning  having  paiTed  through 
•the  village  of  Hele,  we  were  joined  by  a  great  number 
ot' people  that  came  to  meet  the  coniui,  vviio,  mount- 
ing a  fine  horfe,  v^as  preceeded  by  ilx  Janizaries ;  and 
^  man  went  before,  iprinkling  water  en  the  ground, 
to  lay  the  dufc.     In  this  manner  he  entered   the  city^. 
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followed  by  his  tricnds  and  dependents  riding  on  ailesi 
no  chrifcian,  except  a  conful/  being  allowed  to  ride  on 
a  horie  into  the  city. 

As  I  cho@fe  to  imifli  my  account  of  Delta,  and  the 
country  about  it,  before  i  give  a  defcription  of  Cairo, 
I  fliall  do  it  in  this  place,  though  1  did  not  make  a  voy- 
ao-e  on  the  eaftern  bra.nch  of  tlie  Nile  till  I  left  that 
city,  on  my  going  out  of  Egypt. 

Four  or  nve  miles  from  the  rnouth  of  this  branch  "of 
the  Nile  is  11  111  at  ed  Dam  lata,  a  large  town,  but  melt 
of  it  ill  built,  it  being  chiet]y  inhabited  by  fifhermcn 
and  Janizaries.  At  the  north  end  it  has  a  very  fine 
large  tower  of  hewn  (lone,  perhaps  built  by  the  Ma- 
malukes,  after  they  had  recovercti  Damiata  trrm  the 
chrifiians.  The  country  f^-om  thence  to  Gaza  is  chiefly 
inhabited  by  Arabs,  who  are  under  no  regular  govern- 
m.ent  i  and  the  people  of  Damiata  have  fuch  an  aver- 
ficn  to  European  Chrifcians,  that  one  of  them  cannot 
go  into  a  part  of  the  town  not  ufually  frequented  by 
.  thofe  of  his  religion,  without  beinp;  infuked.  This 
particular  averficn  to  Europeans,  feemis  to  be  handed 
down  to  them  from  their  foretathers,  and  to  be  ccea- 
iicned  by  the  Holy  War,  the  chief  fccne  of  v/hich  in 
Egypt  v/as  about  Damiata,  which  was  taken  by  the 
Chrifiians,  and  afterv/ards  reftcred  to  the  Egyptians, 
as  part  of  the  ranfom  of  Lewis  IX,  who  had  been 
taken  prifoner.  No  perfon  miuft  appear  here  in  the 
European  drefs.  I  my felf  w^as  two  or  three  tim.es  in- 
fuked ;  and  having  the  black  fafb  round  mjy  head,  often 
worn  by  the  Janizaries,  one  of  them  who  palfed  by 
pulled  it  off,  v/hich  put  a  iiiop  to  my  walks  into  the 
town.  They  have  here  a  ftrid't  law  ao-ainfl  tal^ino- 
.away  the  cables  and  anchors  left  by  the  iliips  driven  out 
to  fea;  and  yet  fomx  of  the  principal  perfons  w^ill  fre- 
quently employ  their  ov/n  people  to  take  them,  and 
then  negociate  with  the  captain  for  money  to  have  them 
reilored  out  of  the  hands  of  thofe  they  pretend  they 
dare  not  difcover.  The  trade  here  confifis  in  the  ex- 
porting of  rice  and  coffee    to  Tuikty,  and  the  im- 
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portation  of  foap  from  the  the  coafts  of  Syria^  and  of 
tobaccoo  from  Latikea. 

Proceeding  from  Damiata  to  Cairo,  we  paiTed  by  the 
large  city  of  Manfoura,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Nile, 
which  I  conje<Sture  to  be  Tanis,  the  Zoan  of  the  Scrip- 
tures. The  canal  which  runs  north  of  this  town  falls 
into  the  lake  Menzale.  The  country  on  each  fide  of  this 
branch  of  the  Nile,  is  even  more  beautiful  than  on  the 
banks  of  the  other  already  defcribed,  it  being  thicker 
fet  with  villages  furrounded  by  pleafant  groves  of  palm 
trees.  We  flopped  at  the  port  of  Great  Mahalla,  and 
rode  on  hired  a&s  about  four  miles  to  the  city,  which 
is  large,  and  fituat^d  between  two  canals  :  it  is  tole- 
rably well  built,  and  is  the  capital  of  the  province  of 
GarbieL  There  are  about  500  Copti  Chriftians  there^ 
who  have  a  little  mean  church.  I  was  recommended 
CO  a  merchant  hcre^  who  was,  I  think,  a  native  of  the 
parts  towards  Morocco:  but,  though  he  had  made  four 
pilgrimages  to  Mecca,  was  a  very  honeft  and  worthy 
MuiTelman.  He  gave  me  a  man  who  fpoke  the  Lin- 
gua Franca,  (a  corrupt  Italian  ufed  in  the  eaft)  to  at- 
tend me  wherever  I  pleafed  ;  and  a  very  goo4  apart- 
ment in  a  kane  that  belonged  10  him.  The  next  morn- 
ing he  fent  us  a  very  handfome  collation,  when  I  firft 
-tailed  the  butter  of  Egypt  in  its  greateft  perfe6lion^ 
and  found  it  very  delicate.  At  night  we  were  ferved 
with  a  very  plentiful  fupper ;  but  though  he  came  to 
us  before  we  had  done,  he  would  not  eat :  for  this  is 
the  cuftom  in  the  Eaft,  if  they  come  while  perfons  are 
at  table,  w^hich  they  feldom  do,  except  they  attend  on 
diofe  of  very  fuperior  rank. 

The  next  day  I  proceeded  to  the  village  of  Baalbait^ 
four  or  five  miles  to  the  narth-eaft.  It  is  fituated  about 
a  furlong  to  the  eaft  of  the  canal  Thabanea,  on  one  of 
thofe  artificial  eminences  on  which  Bufiris  was  probably 
-built,  a  city  famous  for  its  temple  dedicated  to  Ifis ; 
diere  being  great  remains  of  a  temple  there,  the  moft 
coftly  in  its  materials  of  any  in  Egypt.  From  thefe 
ruins,  which  are  on  the  low  grouiid,  the  temple  feeras 
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to  have  been  about  200  feet  long,  and  100  broad  ;  and 
at  about  100  feet  diftance  it  is  furrounded  by  a  mound 
raifed  to  keep  out  the  Nile.  The  outfide  of  this  ilruc- 
ture  was  of  grey  granite,  and  the  inlide  and  columns  of 
red  J  the  capitals  being  the  head  of  Ifis.  There  ap- 
pears to  have  been  four  rows,,  of  12  columns  each,  irt 
the  temple  -,  but  what  commanded  my  attention  ftill 
more,  was  the  exquifite  beauty  of  the  fculpture ;  for 
though  the  figures  are  only  about  four  feet  high,  there 
is  fomething  fo  fine,  and  fo  divine,  in  the  mein  of  the 
deities  and  priefts,  that  far  exceeds  any  thing  I  ever  faw 
in  that  way.  The  natives  are  conftantly  deflroying 
thcfe  fine  fragments  of  Egyptian  antiquities,  and  I 
faw  fome  of  the  pillars  cut  into  mill-ftones. 

From  this  place  we  returned  to  the  boat,  and  pro- 
ceeding towards  Cairo,  pafTed  by  Semenud  and  Abou- 
fir,  two  confidcrable  towns.     Having  entered  the  Nile 
where  it  runs  in  one  flream,  We  find,  about  a  league 
to  the  eaftward,  the  remains  of  the  ancient  city  of  He - 
liopolis,  which  is  the  Or  of  the  Scriptures,     This  was 
a  city  ofgreat  antiquity,  famous  for  the  worfhip  of  the 
fun.     A   large  mound  encompafles  the   whole;    and 
and  at  the  entrance  on  the  wefl  end  are  the  ruins  of  a 
fphynx,  of  a  bright  fhining  yellow  marble.  Almofl  op- 
pofite  to  the  gate,  but  a  little  more  to  the  fouth,  is  an? 
obelifk  67  feet  and  a  half  high  :  and  there  was  doubt- 
lefs  another  to  the  north.     The  priefts  of  Heliopolis 
were  the  moil  famous  of  all  Egypt  for  the  fludy  of  phi- 
lofophy  and  aftronomy,  and  were  the  firfl  who  com- 
puted time  by  years  of  365  days.     Herodotus  came 
here  to  be  inilrudled  in  all  the  learning  of  the  Egyp- 
tians;   and  Strabo  when  he  came   to  this  city,  was 
ihewn  the  apartments  of  Plato  and  Eudoxus. 

A  little  to  the  fouth  of  the  above  inclofure  is  the 
village  of  Matarea.  The  Chriftians  of  the  country 
have  a  tradition,  that  the  holy  family  lay  concealed 
here  for  fome  time  when  they  came  into  Egypt ;  and 
add,  that  a  tree  opened  and  became  hollow,  to  receive 
and  fhelter  them  from  fome  bad  people.     The  Coptis 
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even  pretend  to  fiiew  the  very  tree,  which  is  hollow, 
and  of  the  ibrt  called  Pharaoh's  Fig,  and  take  away 
pieces  of  it  as  relics  -, .  but  the  Romans  fay  that  the  tree 
fell  down,  and  was  carried  away  hj  the  Monks  of  the 
convent  helonging  tO'  Jerufalem. 

The  city  of  Grand  Cairo  confiils  at  prefent  of  three 
towns  or  cities,  a  mile  diftant  from  each  other  ^  that 
is,  Old  Cairo,  Cairo  properly  fo  called,  and  the  port 
named  Bulac.  In  Old  Cairo  are  what  are  comuioniy 
termed  Jofeph's  Grai^aries.  Thefe  are  only  Iquare 
courts  encompalled  by  walls  about  15  feet  high,  buik 
chiefly  vvith  brick,  and  ftrengthened  with  femicircular 
buttreiles.  They  are  filled  with  corn,  having  only  room 
left  to  enter  at  the  door.  The  grain  is  covered  over 
with  matting,  and  the  ,do.ors  fnut  only  with  v/ooden 
4ocks  ;  but  the  infpedlorsof  the  granaries  fix  their  feal 
upon  a  handful  of  clay,  which  they  put  on  the  locks, 
and  ufe  as  v*'ax.  [Here  is  depofi ted  the  corn  that  is 
paid  as  a  tax  to  mt  Grand  Signior.]  It  is  brought 
from  Upper  Egypt,  and  diftributed  out  to  the  foldiers 
as  a  part  of  their  pa)\  [This  granary,  notwithflanding 
its  name,  is  not  very  antique  :  its  walls  are  partly  of 
the  time  of  the  Saracens.] 

At  the  north  end  of  old  Cairo  is  a  magnificent  plain 
building,  for  raifing  the  water  of  the  Nile  to  the  aque- 
duct. This  ftrudure  is  faid  to  have  been  ereded  by 
Campion,  the  immediate  predeceilbr  of  the  laft  king 
of  the  Mamalukes  :  is  is  an  hexagon  3  each  fide  is  be- 
tween Bo  and  90  feet  long,  and  about  as  many  in  height. 
The  water  com.es  into  a  refervoir  below,  and  is  drawn 
up  by  five  oxen  which  turn  fo  many  Perfian  wheels, 
that  empty  the  water  into  the  aqueduct :  thefe  wheels 
are  turned  at  the  top  cf  the  building,  to  which  there 
is  an  afcent  on  tht  outfide  for  the  oxen  to  go  up.  Both 
this  edifice  and  the  aquedud  are  built  with  free^ilone^ 
and  are  for  conveying  water  to  thecaftle.  The  aque- 
dud is  fupportcd  by  arches  and  piers  of  different  di- 
mcnfions;  the  former  being  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet 
wide,  and  the  piers  about  ten.  I  numJoered  289  arclics. 
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Thefe  are  low  towards  the  caftle  hill,  where  the  water 
runs  into  a  refervoir,  whence  it  is  raifed  up  to  the  caftle 
by  feverai  v/heeis  one  over  another. 

Oppofite  to  this  water-houfe  is  the  canal  that  con- 
veys the  water  to  Cairo,  which  feems  to  be  that  made 
by  Trajan.  Near  the  mouth  of  it  they  annually  per- 
form the  ceremony  of  opening  the  canal,  with^great 
rejoicings,  by  breaking  down  a  mound  when  the  Nile 
has  arifen  to  a  certain  height. 

Old  Cairo  is  at  prefent  reduced  to  a  very  fmall  com- 
pals,  it  not  being  above  tv/o  miles  round  :  it  is  the  port 
for  the  boats  that  come  from  upper  Egypt ;  and  fome 
of  the  Beys  have  houfes  there,  to  which  they  retire 
at  the  rifmg  of  the  Nile.  The  Coptis  have  twelve 
churches  and  a  convent,  moftly  in  one  quarter  of  the 
town ;  and  pretend  that  the  Holy  Family  was  in  a  cave 
in  the  church  dedicated  to  St.  Sergius.  Thefe  churches 
are  generally  adorned  with  columns  in  the  front :  they 
have  two  ayles,  with  galleries  over  them  fupported  by 
pillars  I  and  the  part  for  the  altar  is  feparated  by  a 
partition  that  is  often  finely  adorned  with  carving,  and 
inlaid  with  ivory  and  tortoife-ihell.  The  Roman  Ca- 
tholics have  an  hofpital  belonging  to  the  fathers  of  the 
Holy  Land ;  and  the  Jews  have  a  fynagogue,  faid  to 
have  been  built  about  1600  years  ago,  in  the  manner 
it  now  is,  which  nearly  refembles  our  churches.  They 
pretend  that  the  prophet  Jeremiah  was  on  the  very  fpot 
where  they  ufualiy  read  the  law,  and  that  they  have  a 
manufcript  of  the  Bible  written  by  Ezra,  which  is  held 
fo  facred  that  none  are  permitted  to  touch  it :  it  is  in 
a  niche  in  the  wall  about  ten  feet  high,  before  which  a 
a  curtain  is  drawn,  and  lamps  kept  continually  burning. 
There  are  here  alfo  about  half  a  dozen  mofques  with 
their  minarets,  among  which  that  named  Amrah  is  faid 
to  have  been  a  church  ;  but  what  is  molt  remarkable, 
is  its  having  near  400  pillars,  which,  with  their  capi- 
tals, feem  to  have  been  collected  from  feverai  ancient 
buildings. 
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[At  half  a  league  to  the  foiith  of  old  Cairo  is  the 
great  niofque  oi  Atttr-Rumhy,  i^itusitcd  on  a  point  of 
land  projediing  into  the  Nile.  For  this  mofque  the 
Mahometans  have  a  great  veneration,  from  the  tradi- 
tion that  Omar  their  firfl  Caliif,  going  to  the  place 
where  it  was  afterwards  founded  to  his  honour,  left  the 
print  of  his,  foot  upon  apiece  ofmarbie*  This  edifice 
has  nothing  extraordinary,  except  a  gallery  of  a-ntique 
columns,  i'o  ill  ranged,  -that  frequently  the  capitals,, 
turned  topfy-turvey,  ferved  as  pedeftals,  and  the  pe- 
clefcals  are  employed  to  ferve  as  capitals,] 

Fromold  Cairo  I  made  a  fliort  excurfion  to  theplea- 
fant  iile  of  Raoudah  or  Rcida,  which  is  oppofire  to  it. 
The  channel  of  the  Nile  between  is  drv  when  the  v/ater 
is  low.  This  ifland  is  near  a  mile  long;  tov/ards  the 
north  end  is  the  village  of  Roida,  and  at  the  fouth  end 
is  the  Mikias,  or  houfe  in  whicli  is  the  famous  pillar 
for  m^eafurino;  the  Nile.  This  is  fixed  in  a  deeo- 
bafon  ;■  the  bottom  of  which  is  on  a  level  with  the  bed 
of  the  river,  the  water  pafTmg  through  it.  This  pillar 
which  is  placed  under  a  dome,  and  crowned  with  a  Co- 
rinthian capital,  is  divided  into  meafures  for  oblerving 
the  rife  of  the  v/atersj  and  from  the  court  that  leads  to 
the  houfe,  is  a  cle fee nt  to  the  Nile  by  fteps,  on  whick 
the  common  people  believe  that  Mofes  was  found,  after 
he  had  been  expofed  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 

Haifa  mile  to  the  north  of  old  Cairo  is  Caffaroline, 
where  there  are  gardens  of  citrons,  oranges,  lemons  and 
caffia  ;  but  it  is  moli  remarkable  for  a  convent  of  Der- 
vifes,  who  afFe6Ling  an  extraordinary  fancbity,  may  be 
faid  to  live  in  their  m.ofque,  which  is  a  large  fquare 
room,  covered  with  a  very  fine  dome. 

Balac  is  fituated  about  a  miile  farther  to  the  north, 
and  is  near  two  miles  round.  This  bcbig  the  port  for 
all  boats  that  comie  up  the  river  from  all  the  parts  of 
Delta,  it  has  a  cuflom-houfe,  with  many  warehoufes, 
and  kanes  for  travellers ;  but  is  remarkable  lor  no- 
thing but  its  fine  bagnio. 
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The  city  of  Nev/  Cairo^  v/hit.h  is  fcated  about  a 
milt  from  the  river,  extends  eafiward  near  two  miles 
to  a  mountain,  and  is  about  ftvtn  miles  round:  but  it 
is  faid  to  have  been  larger  v/hen  it  was  the  centre  of 
trade  from  the  Eaft-Indies.  It  wa-s  then  walled  round  ; 
but  only  part  of  the  wall,  with  the  c^ifile,  and  fome 
magnificent  gates,  built  by  die  Mamalukes,  are  nov/ 
fianding.  The  canal,  cut  from  the  Nile,  runs  through 
the  city  ;  but  it  is  only  to  be  fctn  from  the  back  of  the 
lioufes  bmit  on  its  banks  i  and  though  there  are  feveral 
bridp-es  over  it,  yet  houfes  being  built  on  each  fide  of 
£hem,  the  view  of  the  water  is  even  there  intercepted ^ 
but  when  it  is  dry  it  appears  like  a  ilreet,  the  people 
paiTine"  along;  it.      ITowever,  from  the  time  when  it  be- 
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gins  to  dry,  the  fmell  of  the  mud  and  ftagnated  waters 
becomes  very  Oitenfive. 

[One  of  the  moil  fingular  cuftoms  obferved  at  Cairo, 
is  the  ceremonies  obferved  at  opening  this  canal.  When 
the  Nile  begins  to  fwell,  they  call  up  a  bank  of  earth 
acrofs  the  end  of  the  ftreet  near  the  river ;  and  in  the 
month  of  Auguft,  when  the  water  is  arifen  to  a  proper 
height,  the  Baifa,  attended  by  his  guards,  proceeds  on 
horfeback,  along  the  canal,  and  coming  to  the  end  of 
it,  ftrikes  the  bank,  takes  horfe,  and  riding  back, 
leaves  feveral  perfons  to  break  it  dQwn.  On  his  re- 
turn from  the  bank,  he  is  followed  by  great  crowds 
iina-ino-  and  flrikiner  each  other  with  cudgels  :  the  wa- 
ter  at  length  flows  in,  accompanied  oy  a  number  or 
men  and  boys  fwimming,  v/liile  others  throw  one  ano- 
ther into  it,  and  iliev/  a  thoufand  idle  pranks.  Fire- 
works are  difcharged,  and  all  the  time  the  canal  is  fil- 
ling, it  is  covered  with  boats  filled  with  young  men 
finging  and  playing  upon  inftruments,  tofnew  their  joy 
for  the  fertility  produced  by  the  Nile.] 
•  If  WT  form,  an  idea  of  feveral  fquares  about  the  city, 
from  a  quarter  to  three  quarters  of  a  mile  round,  that 
receive  and  retain  the  waters  of  the  Nile,  conveyed  to 
them  by  the  canal,  as  the  river  rifes,  we  fhall  have  a. 
pretty  jufc  notion  of  the  feveral  lakes,  which,  during 
the  greateil  part  of  the  year,  are  in  the  city  :  v/hen  no- 
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thing  can  be  imagined  more  beautiful,  for  they  are  Rir- 
rounded  by  the  befthoufes^  and  in  the  fummer,  when 
the  Nile  is  high,  are  covered  with  the  fine  boats  and 
barges  of  all  the  perfons  of  diftindtion,  who  fpend  the 
eveninors  with  their  ladies  on  the  water.  Concerts  of 
mi'fic,  I  am  told,  are  never  wanting,  and  fomctimes 
fire-v>7orks  are  added.  All  the  houfes  round  are  in  a 
manner  illuminated,  and  the  windows  filled  with  fpec- 
tators.  This  pleafing  fcene  is  however  much  altered 
when  the  waters  are  gone  off,  and  nothmg  appears  but 
mud.  Yet  this  is  foon  fucceeded  by  the  agreeable  viev/ 
of  the  green  corn,  and  afterv/ards  ofharveii,  in  the 
midft  of  a  great  city,  on  the  very  fpot  where  a  few 
months  before  the  boats  were  failing-. 

The  ftreets,  like  thofe  of  all  the  Turkiih  cities,  are 
very  narrow.  The  wideil  extends  the  whole  length  of 
the  place  -,  but  would  only  be  confidered  in  Europe  as 
a  lane  :  and  the  others  are  fo  narrov/,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants frequently  fpread  a  flight  fluff  acroi's  the  tops  of 
their  houfes  from  one  fide  to  the  other,  to  defend  them 
from  the  fun.  Moft  of  the  ftreets,  or  at  leaft  each  end 
of  every  difLri61:,  is  fnut  up  at  night  v/ith  gates,  and 
guarded  by  two  or  three  Janizaries,  fo  that  no  idle  peo- 
ple can  lurk  about  them  without  being  difcovered.  Se- 
veral ftreets  confift  only  of  ftiops,  without  any  houfes, 
and  are  locked  up  at  night  v/hen  the  traders  return 
home  3  and  fhops  of  the  fame  trade  are  generally  toge- 
ther. 

The  Turkiili  houfes  in  general,  efpecially  in  Cairo, 
make  a  difagreeable  appearance  -,  they  are  com.m.only 
built  round  a  court,  where  they  are  feen  to  the  beft  ad- 
vantao^e  :  nothino-  but  ufe  is  confidered  in  the  fide  next 
the  ftreet ;  as  every  ornament  is  refervcd  for  the  faloon 
within.  Thus  being  built  below  of  ftone,  and  above 
of  a  fort  of  cage-work,  fometimes  filled  up  with  un- 
burnt  brick,  v/ith  few  or  no  windows  towards  the  ftreet, 
they  are  very  difagreeble  to  thofe  who  have  obferved 
the  regularity  and  beauty  of  European  cities.  I  Vv^ent  to 
fee  feme  of  the  beft  houfes  in  Cairo,  and  found  that 
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the  Great  have  a  faloori  for  common  life,  and  another 
for  (tate  ;  and  as  they  iiave  four  wives,  each  has  a  fa- 
loon  with  apartments  that  have  no  conmiunication  with 
the  other  parts  of  the  houfe,  except  the  common  en- 
trance for  the  fervantSj  which  is  kept  locked  s  and  the 
private  entrance,  the  key  of  which  is  kept  by  themaf- 
ter.  A  machine,  that  turns  round  like  thofe  ufed  in 
nunneries,  receives  any  thing  they  want  to^take  in  or 
dehver  out,  v/ithout  their  feeing  one  another. 

At  the  houfe  of  Ofman  Bey,  there  is  a  fine  falcon 
with  a  lobby  before  it ;  the  grand  room,  is  an  oblong 
fquare  widi  an  odagon  m.arble  pillar  in  the  middle  ; 
this  Foom^is  inlaid  on  two  fides,  about  eight  feet  high, 
vrith  pannels  of  grey  marble,  each  bordered  with  Mo- 
faic  work  3  but  the  end  at  which  one  enters,  aad  the 
fide  where  are  the  windows,  are  not  finiilied  in  this 
manner:  the  fbpha  extends  all  round  the  room,  fur- 
nifhed  v/ith  the  richeft  velvet  cufliions,  and  the  floor 
is  covered  with  fine  carpets. 

I  alfo  vifited  a  m.uch  more  ancient  edifice,  faid  to 
have  been  built  by  Sultan  Nafir  Iben  Calahoun,  or 
Calaun,  the  feventh  King  of  Egypt  of  the  race  of  the 
Mamalukes,  who  lived  about  the  year  1279,  which  is 
alio  built  round  a  fmxall  court.  The  entrance  to  the 
grand  apartment  is  by  a  fine  old  door,  fomewhat  in  the 
Gothic  tafte.  Ic  has  a  mao-nificent  falcon  in  the  fig-ure 
of  a  Greek  crofs,  with  a  cupola  in  the  middle,  and  is 
wainfcotted  ten  feet  high  in  a  very  coflly  manner : 
round  at  top,  about  two  feet  deep,  are  Arabic  infcrip- 
tionsj  then  for  tv/o  ittt  more  are  works  of  mother  of 
pearl  and  fine  miarbles,  in  the  figure  of  fmail  arches. 
Belov/  this  the  wail  is  covered  with  pannels,  fome  of 
the  fineft  marbles,  and  others  of  mother  of  pearl;  all 
the  pannels  are  furrounded  with  a  border  of  Mofaic 
work  in  miother  of  pearl  and  blue  fmalt,  or  a  fort  of 
glafs  that  is  not  tranfparent. 

In  and  about  the  city  are  feveral  magnificent 
mofques;  but  that  of  Sukan  HalTan,  near  the  foot  of 
the  caille  hill,  exceeds  them  all  in  the  folidity  of  the 
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fcfuildingj  and  in  its  grandeur  and  magnificence^  whicli 
itrikes  tne  beholder  in  a  furprizing  manner.  It  is  ver/ 
lofty  and  of  an  oblong  fquare  figure,  crowned  with  a 
cornice  all  rounds  that  projedts  a  great  way,  and  is 
adorned,  after  the  Turkifh  iTianner,  with  a  kind 
of  grotefque  carving.  The  entrance  is  inlaid  with  fe- 
verai  kinds  of  marble,  carved  as  at  the  top.  Theafcent 
was  by  feveral  fteps  3  but  thefe  are  broken  dov/n,  and 
the  door  walled  up  -,  becaufe  in  public  infurredions  the 
rebels  have  often  taken  ihelter  there. 

To  the  ncrth-eaft  of  the  town  is  a  fine  mofque  called 
Kiibbe-el-Azab  i  which  is  about  60  (ttt  fquare,  with 
a  beautiful  dome  over  it,  raifed  on  a  bafe  of  16  fides, 
in  each  of  vv^iich  is  a  windov/.  It  is  Vv^ainfcotted  round 
v/ith  ell  the  mcft  beautiful  marbles,  among  which  are 
feveral  fine  fiabs  of  red  and  green  porphyry  -,  the  bor- 
ders round  the  pannels  are  carved  and  gilt  -,  above  is  a 
ibrt  of  frize,  covered  with  fentences  cut  in  large  gilt 
chara61:ers  called  the  Couphe,  in  which  they  here  an- 
ciently writ  the  Arabic  language.  The  walls  above 
have  Arabic  infcriptions  in  letters  of  gold,  and  the 
whole  cupola  is  painted  and  gilt  in  the.finefl:  mianner. 
All  over  the  mofque  are  hung  glafs  lamps  and  oftriches 
eggs.  Adjoining  to  this  edifice  are  feveral  apartments 
built  for  the  prieils,  and  fome  grand  ones  for  the  per- 
fons  of  rank  vv^ho  fom.etimes  refide  here. 

The  cafcle  of  Cairo  \s>  fituated  on  a  rocky  hill,  and 
is  faid  to  have  been  built  by  Saladin.  It  is  v/alled 
round,  and  of  very  difficult  accefsi  hxxt  it  is  fo  com-' 
manded  by  a  hill  to  the  eafc,  as  to  be  of  no  ftrength 
fmce  the  invention  of  cannon.  At  the  v/efl-cnd  are  the 
remains  of  very  grand  apartments,  fom.e  of  them  co- 
vered with  domes,  and  adorned  with  pictures  in  Mo- 
faic  v/ork  :  but  this  part  of  the  building  is  now  only 
ufed  for  weaving,  embroidering,  and  preparing  the 
hangings  and  coverings  they  annually  fend  to  Mecca. 
I  fav/  them  about  this  work ;  and  though  they  think 
it  a  profanation  for  a  Chriilian  fo  m.uch  as  to  touch 
thofe  rich    damafics,  I  ventured    to    approach   them. 
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Above  this  is  a  higher  ground,  near  a  grand  faloon 
called  Jofeph's-Hall,  from  which  there  is  a  moil  de- 
lightful profped  of  the  city,  the  pyramids,  and  ail 
the  adjacent  country.  It  was  probably  a  terrace  to  the 
faloon,  which  is  now  open  on  every  fide,  except  to  the 
fouth,  and  is  adorned  with  very  large  and  beautifol 
pillars  of  red  granite,  fome  of  which  have  capitals  of 
the  Corinthian  order,  others  are  very  plain ;  fome  arc 
only  marked  out  in  lines  like  leaves,  and  many  of  them 
are  only  plain  ftones,  that  have  but  little  refemblance 
to  capitals.  In  the  weft  part  of  the  caftie  is  the  gaol, 
which  the  common  people  will  have  to  be  the  prifon  in 
which  j  ofeph  v/as  confined.  About  the  middle  of  the 
cafiie  is  a  large  court,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  which  are 
the  BaiTa's  apartments,  and  the  great  Divan,  which  I 
had  the  pleafure  of  feeing:  the  Beys  afiemble  three 
times  a  week  under  the  Kaia  or  prime  minifter  of  the 
Baffa,  and  the  latter,  whenever  he  pleafes,  fits  in  a 
room  behind,  that  has  a  communication  by  fome 
lattice  windows.  A  ftranger  may  enter  with  the  Con- 
ful's  Dragoman,  or  interpreter ;  and  being  afterwards^ 
conducted  to  the  BaiTa's  coffee-room,  is  civilly  enter- 
tained by  his  people  with  fweat-meats  and  coffee.  At 
a  fmall  diftance  is  the  mint,  where  they  coin  their 
gold,  and  fmall  pieces  of  iron  waihed  over  v/ich  filver. 
Thefe  are  called  Medines,  and  are  of  the  value  of 
three  farthings.  In  the  caftie  is  alfo  a  well,  that  has 
been  much  admired  on  account  of  its  great  depth,  it 
being  cut  through  the  fide  of  the  rock,  and  the  v/ater 
being  brought  up  by  ieveral  Feriian  wheels  turned  by 
oxen  and  placed  over  one  another.  This  is  called  Jo- 
feph's  well,  not  from  the  Patriarch  Jofeph,  but  from  a 
Grand  Vizier  of  that  namiC,  who  had  the  care  of  the 
work  under  Sultan  Mahom.et,  about  700  years  ago.  In 
fhortj  this  caftie,  which  is  about  a  mile  in  circum- 
ference, refembles  a  little  town  :  but  the  greateft  part 
of  it  is  in  a  very  ruinous  condition. 

To  the  fouth  of  the  caftie  is  a  fort  of  ancient  fuburb 
calkd  Caraffa^  at  the  entrance  of  which  are  fome  mag- 
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nificent  tombs  covered  with  domes,  faid  to  be  the  mo- 
numents of  fome  Kings  of  Egypt:  the  people  fay  they 
are  the  Caliifs,  the  relations  of  Mahomet,  who  conquer- 
ed this  country ;  and  fo  great  a  veneration  have  they  for 
them,  that  they  oblige  the  Chriilians  and  Jews  vmQ 
pafs  this  way,  to  defcend  from  their  affes  out  of  re- 
lpe6t  to  them. 

On  my  going  up  to  the  top  of  the  hill  which  com- 
mands the  caiile,  I  obferved  feveral  grottos  all  up  the 
fide  in  many  ftories,  feveral  of  which  are  inacceffible : 
but  there  is  a  way  to  others  by  a  narrow  terrace  :  they 
are  generally  lofty  rooms  eight  or  ten  feet  fquare.  On 
the  top,  tov/ards  the  brow  of  the  hill,  are  two  rooms 
v/ith  holes  on  the  top  to  let  in  the  light.  Over  v/hich 
is  railed  a  place,  v/herc  the  Great  often  go  to  enjoy 
one  of  the  fineit  profpects  in'  Egypt,  it  commanding 
a  view  of  Cairo,  and  of  all  the  country,  efpecially  in- 
to Delta,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach.  Over  the  fouth 
cliff  is  a  mofque  in  wdiich  v/as  interred  the  Sheik  Duife, 
v/ho  has  given  name  both  to  the  hill  and  the  mofque. 
This  ilru6lure  is  painted  all  over  the  infide  with  flowers 
on  a  red  ground.  We  had  free  admittance  every  v/here  j 
the  Sheik  fpread  a  carpet  before  the  miofque,  and  ferved 
a  collation,  of  which  we  partook.  On  an  eminence 
beyond  the  mofque,  is  a  folid  fione  building  about  three 
ftct  fquare,  on  v/hich  the  Sheik  mounts  to  pray  on  any 
extraordinary  occafion. 

The  principal  part  of  the  inhabitants  fee m  to  be  def- 
cended  from  the  Mamaluke  race.  There  are  alio  fomc 
Greeks,  many  Jews,  and  a  few  Armenians.  Of  the 
Europeans  there  are  fettled  here  only  the  Englilli, 
French,  and  fome  Italians  from  Leghorn  and  Venice. 
When  any  of  the  Englifh  happen  to  die  in  any  part  of 
the  Levant,  where  there  is  no  Englifh  Chaplain,  they 
are  interred  with  the  Greeks,  and  according  to  the  ce- 
remonies of  their  church. 

The  European  m.erchants,  confidering  how  much 
they  are  confined,  live  agreeably  enough  among  them- 
felves ;  they  arc  generally  fociable  Y,'iih  thofe  of  their 
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own  nation.,  and  in  fo  plentiful  a  country  polTefs  v/hat- 
ever  is  capable  of  making  life  pafs  agreeably.  They 
fpend  the  morning  in  bufmefs,  and  often  pafs  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day  in  the  fields  and  gardens  to  the 
north  of  Cairo;  there  being  little  danger  within  a  mile 
of  the  city.  Sometimes  the  whole  day  is  fpent  in  di- 
verfionsi  and  as  great  part  of  their  affairs  is  tranfaded 
by  the  Jews,  they  have  a  relaxation  from  bufmefs,  both 
on  the  Jewifli  and  Chriilian  Sabbath.  When  the  Nile 
has  overflowed  its  banks,  and  little  bufinefs  is  to  be 
done,  they  retire  to  their  houfes  at  old  Cairo  and  Gizc, 
where  they  pafs  their  time  as  agreeably  as  the  circum- 
llances  of  the  place  will  admit. 

The  trade  of  Cairo  confifts  in  the  importation  of 
broad-cloths,  tin  and  lead,  and  the  exportation  of  cof- 
fee, fena,  flax,  and  feveral  drugs  moftly  brought  from 
Perfia.  The  natives  alfo  import  rav/  filk  from  Afla, 
which  they  chiefly  manufadure  into  fattins,  and  filks  in 
imitation  of  thofe  of  India,  and  fome  places  they  make 
a  coarfe  kind  of  linen.  Sugar,  of  the  growth  of  this 
country  is  alfo  made  here  :  but  it  is  neither  cheap  nor 
fine  :  there  is,  however,  a  very  fine  fort  made  for  the 
ufe  of  the  Grand  Signior ;  but  it  is  very  dear,  and  not 
commonly  to  be  met  with  for  fale.  Furniture  for  horfes, 
and  lattices  for  windows,  of  brafs,  iron,  and  turned 
wood,  are  made  here  in  great  perfe6tion.  In  the  pro- 
vince of  Delta  and  about  Menoufieh,  fine  matting  is 
made  of  dyed  ruflies,  and  from  thence  fent  not  only 
all  over  the  Turkiih  empire,  but  to  moft  parts  of 
Europe. 

Amidfl  the  curiofities  obferved  at  Cairo,  that  of  the 
hatching  of  chickens  is.  none  of  the  lead.  This  lafl;  is 
performed  by  heating  ovens  of  fo  temperate  a  heat  as 
to  imitate  the  natural  warmth  of  the  hen,  and  putting 
abou^  8000  eggs  in  an  oven,  the-chickens  are  produced 
in  tw(^nty-two  days.  This  employment  is  continued 
four  rhonths,  during  which  fome  hundred  thoufand 
chickehs  are  hatched  in  this   manner  and  fold.     If  it 
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happens  to  thunder,  great  numbers  of  the  chickens  mif- 
carry  -,  befides,  the  chickens  thus  hatched  often  want 
a  clawj  a  rump,  or  are  fome  other  way  impe rfe61:.  I 
have  been  informed,  that  only  the  people  of  one  vil- 
lage are  maflers  of  the  art,  and  that  at  the  proper  time 
of  the  year  they  fpread  themfclves  all  over  Egypt, 

There  are  fevy  arts  in  any  perfe6lion  higher  up  the 
Nile,  or  indeed  in  any  other  parts  of  Egypt ;  this,  with 
the  convenience  of  water-carriage,  makes  Cairo  a  place 
of  great  trade ;  and,  as  little  credit  is  given  by  the 
Turks,  there  is  generally  a  vail  conflux  of  people  at 
this  city. 

*  Th^:  monuments  near  Cairo,  moil:  worthy  of  the 
curiofity  of  a  traveller,  are  the  pyramids,  which  have 
been  form.erly  ranked  among  the  feven  wonders  of  the 
world,  andftill  demand  our  admiration.  It  is  remark- 
able that  thefe  fuperb  m.onuments  are  no  where  to  be 
found  but  in  Egypt.  Indeed  there  is  one  at  Rome, 
which  ferves  for  a  tomb  to  C.  Ceflius  j  but  it  is  no  more 
than  a  mere  imitation,  and  is  furpaffed  in  (\zt  by  the 
ieail  of  thofe  in  Egypt.  Thefe  are  fituated  upon  the 
rock,  at  the  foot  of  the  high  mountains  that  ac- 
company the  Nile  in  its  courfe,  and  feparate  Egypt 
and  Lybia,  They  have  been  all  raifed  as  fepulchres ; 
but  their  architedure,  as  well  on  the  infide  as  without, 
is  extremely  different,  v/ith  refped  to  diilribution,  ma- 
terials, and  grandeur ;  fomie  are  open,  others  ruined, 
and  moft  of  them,  are  clofed;  but  there  are  none  that 
have  not  been  dam.aged.  The  prodigious  quantity  of 
materials  ufed  in  conilrud'ing  them,  renders  it  impof- 
fible  that  they  fhould  be  all  built  at  the  fame  time  ;  and 
thofe  that  have  been  the  laft  ereded,  greatly  furpafs  the 
firft  in  grandeur  and  magnificence.  They  are  the 
works  of  the  remotefc  antiquity,  and  even  more  early 
than  the  tim.es  of  the  moft  ancient  hiftorians  whofe 
writings  have  been  tranfmitted  to   us ;   the  very  epo- 

*  This  account  of  the  Pyramids  ofMv-mphis  is  chiefiv  taken  from 
the  obfervations  of  ihe  ingenious  Mr.  Norden;  with  which  we  have 
intermixed  thofe  cf  the  learned  Dr.  Pococke, 
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cha  of  their  beginning,  was  ioit  at  the  time  when  the 
firit  Greek  philofophers  travelled  into  Egypt.  It  is  not 
improbablt  that  the  invention  of  pyramids  was  owing 
to  the  ignorance  of  the  people,  inliaving  no  other  me- 
thod of  coverino;  a  g-reat  circumference,  before  the  art 
of  arching  and  employing  columns  to  fupport  a  rcoi: 
were  invented.  It  is  indeed  a  mortifying  confidera- 
tion,  that  the  moil  durable  works  in  archite61:ure,  have 
been  ov/ingto  ignorance  :  thus  the  famous  aquedudls  of 
tne  ancients,  the  remains  of  which  are  the  wonder  of 
tilt  prefent  times,  were  owing  to  their  not  knowing 
th2t  v/ater  in  pipes  would  rife  up  nearly  the  fame  height 
as  that  from  v/hich  it  falls. 

The  common  people  of  Egypt  have  a  tradition,  that 
there  were  anciently  giants  in  that  country,  who  raifed, 
witiiout  much  difliculcy,  the  pyramids,  and  the  vaft' 
palaces,  and  the  tem.pies,  whole  remains  are  at  prefent 
the  fubjedts  of  our  admiration.  But  this  ridiculous  opi- 
nion is  confuted,  by  obferving,  that  had  this  htcn  the 
cafe,  the  entrances  of  the  caves,  from  whence  they 
have  drav/n  fcones  for  thefe  purpofes,  would  have  been 
larger  than  they  are  -,  that  the  gates  of  the  buildings 
which  ftiil  fubhll,  would  have  hadit  more  height  and 
breadth  ;  that  the  paffages  of  the  pyramids,  at  prefent 
fo  narrow  that  fcarcelv  a  man  of  our  times  can  dras; 
himfclf  along  lying  on  his  belly,  would  have  been  by 
no  means  proper  for  men  of  fuch  a  ilature  ;  and  that 
the  coffin  in  the  largeil  and  lafl  pyramid  is  an  incon- 
teilible  proof  of  the  faifity  of  all  fuch  extravagant  ideas, 
fmce  it  determines  the  fize  of  the  princess  body  for 
whom  the  pyramid  was  built  -,  and  the  paffages  lliev/, 
that  the  workmen  were  not  of  a  lar2"er  fize  than  the 
prince,  fmce  the  entrance  and  the  egrefs  fcarce  give 
Sufficient  room  for  men  of  the  common  Ilature. 

The  principal  pyramids  are  at  the  fouth-eail  of  Gize, 
a  village  three  hours  voyage  up  the  Nile  from  Cairo, 
and  fituated  on  the  weilern  fnore.  As  it  is  believed 
that  the  city  of  Memphis  was  near  this  place,  they  are 
commonly  called  the  pyramids  of  Memphis.    On  your 
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arrival  there,  you  find  four  of  the  pyramids  that  deferve 
the  greatefc  attention  of  the  curious  ;  for  though  there 
are  feven  or  eight  others  in  the  neighbourhood,  they 
are  not  to  be  compared  with  the  former,  eipecially  as 
they  have  been  ahriofl:  entirely  ruined.  The  four  prin- 
cipal are  nearly  upon  the  fame  diagonal  line,  and  about 
four  hundred  paces  diilant  from  each  other.  Their 
four  faces  exactly  correfpond  to  the  four  cardinal  points, 
the  north,  the  fouth,  the  eafr,  and  the  wefc.  The  two 
mioft  northerly  are  the  greatefc,  and  have  five  hundred 
feet  perpenaicular  height,  and  according  to  Mr. 
Greaves,  v/ho  meafured  the  bottom  of  the  firfl",  it  is 
exadly  6^^  Englifli  feet  fquare  j  and  therefore  covers 
fomiething  more  than  eleven  acres  -,  the  inclined  plane 
is  equal  to  the  bafe,  and  the  angles  and  bafe  form  an 
equilateral  triangle.  The  number  of  fteps  has  been 
very  differently  related  ;  but  they  are  between  207  and 
212.  Thefe  fteps  are  fs'orn  two  feet  and  a  half  to  four 
feet  high,  and  are  broad  in  proportion  to  the  height. 
But  though  the  two  others  are  m.uch  iefs,  they  have 
fome  particularities,  that  caufe  them  to  be  examined 
and  admired.  It  appears  that  the  rock  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountains,  not  being  every  where  level,  has  been 
fmoothed  by  the  chiii'el.  This  rocky  plain  is  about  80 
feet  perpendicularly  above  the  level  of  the  ground,  that 
is  always  overflowed  by  the  Nile,  and  is  a  Danifh  league 
in  circumference.  Notwithftanding  its  being  a  conti- 
nual rock,  it  is  almcil  covered  with  a  flying  fand, 
brought  thither  by  the  wind  from  the  adjacent  high 
mountains  :  in  this  fand  is  a  great  number  of  Hiells  and 
petrified  oyfters  ;  a  thing  the  more  furprifmg,  as  this 
plain  is  never  overfiowTd  by  the  Nile,  which  befides 
has  not  throughout  its  whole  courfe  any  Hiell-fiih.  In 
this  quarter  w^e  alfo  find  thefe  beautiful  Mint-ftones, 
which,  on  account  of  the  fmguiarity  of  their  colours, 
are  m.uch  more  efteemed  than  agate,  and  of  which 
fnufF-boxes  and  handles  for  knives  are  made  at  Cairo. 
A  pyramid  is  the  moll  foiid  figure  that  can  be  given 
to  any  building.     There   is  no  Vv^ay  to  ruin  it  but  by 
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beginning  at  the  top  -,  for  it  refcs  upon  a  bafe  too  firm 
to  be  attacked  in  that  part,  and  whoever  would  under- 
take it  would  find  as  much  difhculty  as  there  was  to 
raife  it. 

The  mofl  nothern  of  thefe  great  pyramids  is  the  on- 
ly one  that  is  open  ,  and  as  we  meet  with  that  iirfc, 
1  Ihall  begin  my  defcription  with  it.  It  is  neceffary  to 
be  very  near  it,  in  order  to  form  a  juil  idea  of  the  ex- 
tent of  its  enormous  bulk.  The  external  part  is  chief- 
ly built  of  great  fquare  fliones  cut  from  the  rock,  which 
extends  along  the  Nile,  v/here  to  this  day  we  fee  the 
caves  from  whence  they  have  been  taken.  The  iize 
of  thefe  Hones  is  not  equal :  but  they  have  all  the 
figure  of  a  prifm,  that  they  may  lie  perfectly  clofe  to- 
gether. It  might  be  imagined  that  each  range  fhould 
form  an  even  ftep  round  the  pyramid ;  but  the  archi- 
ttCi  has  only  obferved  the  pyramidical  figure,  without 
troubling  himfelf  about  the  regularity  of  the  fteps,  and 
it  appears  that  this  inequality  of  the  ftones,  which  dif- 
fer four,  five,  and  even  ten  inches,  is  the  reafon  why 
fo  many  travellers,  who  have  counted  the  degrees  of 
the  pyramids,  always  differ  with  regard  to  the  number. 
Thefe  kind  of  fteps  were  not  defigned  for  mounting  or 
defcending  -,  and  regularity  was  fought  no  farther  than 
was  neceffary  for  the  general  fhape  of  the  pyramid,  and 
for  the  facility  of  the  v/ork.  We  find  that  their  external 
lays  are  only  compared  by  the  weight  of  the  ftones, 
without  mortar,  without  lead,  and  without  cram.ps  of 
any  metal ;  but  in  the  body  of  the  pyramid  they  have 
been  obliged  to  ufe  a  mortar  mixed  of  lime,  earth  and 
clay.  This  plainly  appears  at  the  entrance  of  the  fe- 
cond  paiiage  of  the  firft  pyramid,  which  has  been  open- 
ed by  force.  At  its  four  corners  it  is  eafily  perceived, 
that  the  lower  ftones  are  placed  on  the  rock  Vv^ithout 
any  other  foundation  ;  but  beyond  them,  quite  to  the 
miiddle  of  each  face,  the  wind  has  formed  a  flope  of 
fand,  which  on  the  north  fide  rifes  fo  high,  that  it  af- 
fords a  commodious  afcent  quite  to  the  entrance  of  the 
pyramid,  which  is  about  48  feet  high. 


30  Dr.  POCOCKE's  TRAVELS 

On  getting  up  to  the  entrance  youdifcharge  a  piftol 
to  frighten  away  the  bats,  after  which  tv/o  Arabs,  whom 
you  are  obliged  to  have  for  your  attendants,  enter 
and  remove  the  fand,  with  which  the  paflage  is  al- 
moft  ftopped  up.  After  thefe  precautions,  you  ftrip 
yourfeif  to  your  fbirt,  on  account  of  the  excelTive  heat 
conftantly  felt  in  the  pyramids:  In  this  condition  you 
enter  the  palfage,  everyone  of  the  company  having  a 
v/ax  candle  in  his  hand ;  for  the  torches  are  not  lighted 
till  you  are  in  the  chambers,  for  fear  of  caufmg  too 
much  fmoke.  Being  arrived  at  the  extremity  of  the 
gallery  where  the  paiTage  is  forced,  you  find  an  open- 
ing barely  a  foot  and  a  half  in  hight,  and  tv/o  feet  in 
breadths  yet  through  this  hole  you  are  obliged  to  pafs. 
The  traveller,  inilead  of  creeping,  commonly  lays 
himfelf  down  and  each  of  the  two  Arabs,  that  went  be- 
fore, takes  one  of  his  legs,  and  thus  drag  him  through 
over  the  fand  and  duft. 

On  having  palTed  this  ftreight,  v/hich  is  luckily  no 
more  than  two  ells  long,  you  find  a  large  place,  where 
you  commonly  take  fome  refrefhm.ents ;  and  this  gives 
courage  for  penetrating  into  the  fecond  gallery. 

It  is  here  proper  to  obferve,  that  all  thefe  pafTages, 
except  the  fourth,  are  nearly  of  the  fame  fize,  that  is 
three  feet  and  a  half  fquare,  and  lined  on  the  four  fides, 
by  great  ilones  of  white  marble,  fopoliihed,  that  this, 
with  the  acclivity  of  the  way,  would  render  them  im- 
paiTable,  w^ere  it  not  for  little  holes  cut  for  refling  the 
feet  in.  It  coils  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  advance  for- 
v/ards,  and  if  you  make  a  falfe  ftep,  you  will  flide  back- 
wards to  the  place  from  whence  you  fet  out :  however, 
by  obferving  thefe  holes,  you  proceed  comimodioufiy 
enough,  though  always  Hooping,  to  the  end  of  the  fc- 
cond  paffage,  where  is  a  rcfting  place,  on  the  right 
hand  of  which  is  an  opening  into  a  kind  of  well,  where- 
in nothing  is  to  be  found  but  bats :  and  you  defcend 
not  by  means  of  any  ileps,  but  by  a  perpendicular 
pipe,  as  chimney-fwcepers  defcend  a  chim.ney. 
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At  the  extremity  of  this  refting-place  begins  the 
third  gallery,  leading  to  the  inferior  chamber.  It  runs 
horizontally  in  a  ilrait  line.  Before  the  chamber  are 
fome  ftones,  v/ith  v/hich  the  way  is  embarrailed,  but 
with  fo me  trouble  you  furmount  that  difficulty;  and 
lind  that  the  infide  of  the  chamber  is  alfo  covered  with 
flone.  This  chamber  has  a  fiiarp  raifed  vault,  and  is 
throughout  coated  with  granite,  once  perfedly  poll  Di- 
ed, but  at  prefent  extremely  black  with  the  fmoke  of 
the  torches  ufed  in  vifiting  it.  Whoever  would  exa- 
mine the  way  through  which  they  have  drav/n  the  ilones 
into  this  room,  mud  expofe  himfelf  to  the  fame  cere- 
mony as  is  pradifed  in  paffing  from  the  firfl  gallery  to 
the  iecondj  but  few  are  willing  to  take  that  trouble,  as 
it  is  known  that  it  does  not  reach  far,  and  there  is 
nothing  to  be  fccn  in  it  but  a  niche. 

Having  vifited  the  lower  chamber,  you  return  to 
the  reiling  place,  and  afcend  upwards  by  fafteningyour 
fctt  as  before,  'till  coming  to  the  end  of  the  fourth  gal- 
lery, you  meet  v/ith  a  little  platform.  You  muft  af- 
terwards begin  to  climb  again;  but  foon  finding  a  new 
opening,  where  you  may  ftand  upright,  you  contem.- 
plate  a  fort  of  little-room,  which  is  at  firfl  no  ^norc 
than  a  palm's  breadth  larger  than  the  galleries,  but 
enlarges  itfelf  afterwards  on  both  fides;  and  at  length, 
by  ftooping  for  the  lafl  time,  you  pafs  the  remainder 
of  the  fifth  gallery,  that  leads  in  a  horizontal  line  to 
the  upper  chamber,  which  like  the  former,  is  coated 
vvith  great  ftones  of  granite.  On  the  left  fide  is  a  cof- 
fin of  granite,  of  the  figure  of  a  parallelopiped,  without 
any  other  ornament.  It  is  extremely  well  hollowed, 
and,  on  being  ftruck  with  a  key,  founds  like  a  bell. 
Near  this  coffin  you  perceive  a  very  deep  hole,  made 
fince  the  building  of  this  pyramid' was  finifhed.  It  h 
probable  that  there  was  a  cavity  underneath ;  for  it 
looks  as  if  the  pavement  had  funk  in.  In  this  chamber 
are  alfo  tv/o  little  paflages,  which  are  choakedup  with 
■fcones  thrown  in  by  the  curious  to  know  their  depth. 
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While,  in  this  room,  people  commonly  difcharge  a 
piftol,  which  makes  a  noife  refembling  thunder.  You 
then  return  in  the  fame  manner  you  came,  and  with  the 
fame  difficulty,  on  account  of  the  ftones  and  fandwith 
which  the  entrance  is  embarrailed. 

As  foon  as  you  are  out  of  the  the  pyramid,  you  drefs, 
v/rap  up  yourfelf  warm,  and  drink  a  glafs  of  fom.e  ftrong 
liquor  to  preferve  yourfelf  from  a  pleurify,  occafionedby 
the  fudden  change  from  an  extremely  hot  to  a  temperate 
air.  At  length  having  gained  your  natural  heat,  you 
mount  up  to  the  top  of  the  pyramid,  in  order  to  enjoy 
a  delightful  profpe 61  of  the  country  around  it.  The 
method  of  afcending  is  by  the  angle  to  the  north -eaft  ; 
and  ¥/hen  the  fieps  are  high,  or  one  fbep  entirely  broke 
away,  you  are  obliged  to  look  for  a  convenient  place, 
v/here  the  fteps  are  entire,  or  a  high  ftep  is  mouldered 
away  fo  as  to  make  the  afcent  more  eafy.  On  the  top 
you  perceive,  as  well  as  at  the  entrance  and  in  the 
chambers,  the  names  of  abundance  of  people  who  have 
at  different  times  vifited  this  pyramid,  and  were  willing 
to  tranfmit  the  memory  of  their  being  there  to  pof- 
terity.  Herodotus  fuppofes  that  this  pyramid  was 
built  by  Cheops  king  of  Egypt. 

Flaving  well  considered  this  firft  pyramid  you  take 
leave  of  it,  and  approach  the  fecond,  which,  on  your 
coming  nearer,  appears  even  higher  than  the  firfb ;  but 
this  is  owing  to  its  {landing  on  a  more  elevated  founda- 
tion ;  for  in  other  refpeds  they  are  both  of  the  fame 
fize.  The  only  difference  is,  that  the  fecond  is  fo  well 
clofed,  that  you  fee  not  the  leafl  mark  which  fhews 
that  it  has  been  opened,  and  that  its  fummit  is  coated 
on  the  four  fides  with  granite  fo  well  joined  and  po- 
iifhed,  that  the  boldeft  man  would  not  attempt  to  go 
up  it. 

On  the  eaftern  fide  you  fee  the  ruins  of  a  teiTiple,  the 
ftones  of  which  are  of  a  prodigious  fize,  they  being  fix 
feet  broad  and  deep,  and  moft  of  them  fixteen  or  feven- 
teen  feet  long,  and  fome  of  them  twenty-tv/o,  the  v/hole 
building  being   iSo  feet   in  front,  and   i6o  in  depth. 
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Then  defcending  infenfibiy,  you  arrive  at  the  Sphynx, 
¥/hofe  enormous  bulk  attrafts  your  imagination  3  but 
it  is  fcarce  poffible  to  avoid  feeling  fome  indignation  at 
thofe  who  have  ftrangely  disfigured  its  nofe.  This 
fphynx  is  cut  out  of  a  folid  rock ;  and  v/hat  has  been 
thought  by  fome  to  be  joinings  of  the  fcones,  are  only 
veins  in  the  rock.  This  extraordinary  monument  is 
faid  to  be  the  fepulchre  of  Amafis.  It  is  about  27  ittt 
hio-h.  The  lower  part  of  the  neck,  or  beginning  of 
the  breads  is  23  feet  wide,  and  it  is  about  1 13  ictt  from 
the  fore  part  of  the  neck  to  the  tail.  But  t\\t  fand  is 
rifen  up  in  fuch  a  manner^  that  the  top  of  the  back  is 
only  {ttn. 

The  third  pyramid  is  not  fo  high  as  the  two  former 
by  100  feet;  but  in  other  refpe6ts  it  refembles  them. 
It  is  clofed  like  the  fecond,  and  is  without  any  coating. 
On  the  eaft  fide  of  this  pyramid  was  alfo  a  temple, 
which  is  more  dillinguifhable  in  its  ruins  than  the 
other  ;  the  flones  v/hereof  it  was  compofed,  are  like- 
wife  of  a  prodigious  fize. 

The  fourth  pyramid  is  100  feet  lefs  than  the  third. 
It  is  without  coating,  is  clofed,  and  refembles  th^ 
others;  but  has  no  temple.  It  has,  however,  one  fin- 
gularity,  which  is,  that  its  Tummit  is  terminated  by  a 
fmgle  great  ilone,  that  feems  to  have  ferved  as  a  pe- 
deftal.  h  is  befides  fituated  out  of  the  line  of  the  others, 
being  a  little  more  to  the  weft. 

Thefe  four  great  pyramids  are  furrounded  by  a  num- 
ber that  are  fmaller,  and  which  have  for  the  moft  part 
been  opened  \  and  two  of  them  are  in  fuch  ruins  that 
one  cannot  even  difcern  the  chamber. 

[If  you  want  any  other  fubjed  to  fatisfy  your  curio- 
fity,  you  need  only  approach  two  antique  bridges,  raifed 
on  a  plain  annually  overflowed  by  the  Nile,  at  about 
half  a  leagye  to  the  eaftward  of  the  firft  pyramid,  and 
the  fame  diftance  from  the  mountains.  The  firft  of 
thefe  bridges  extends    north  and  fouth^  and  the  other 
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eail  and  weft.  Being  fitiiated  in  a  tradl  of  country 
not  more  expofed  to  the  waters  than  the  other  plains, 
it  is  impoffible  to  conceive  the  reafon  of  their  fcunda- 
tlcn  j  but  their  fabric^  and  the  infcriptions  we  find  on 
them,  iiiew  that  they  were  built  by  the  Saracens.  That 
w^hich  extends  from  the  north  to  the  fouth  has  ten 
arches  j  it  is  241  feet  in  length,  and  20  feet  four  inches 
ia  breadth.  They  are  built  with  large  pieces  of  free- 
il'one,  and  are  raifed  22  feet  above  the  horizon.] 

Some  time  after,  I  v/ent  to  viiit  the  pyramids  of  Sac - 
cara,  which  are  not  ten  miles  cliftaRt  from  thofe  of 
Gize.  Oil  my  arrival  at  Saccara,  which  is  a  poor  mean 
villaf3-e  at  the  foot  of  a  hilL  having:  letters  of  recom.^ 
m.endation,  I  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  Sheik,  who,  ac- 
cording to  cullom,  fenr  his  provifions  before  me,  and 
promifed,  afcer  being  at  the  mofque  at  noon,  it  being- 
then  Friday,  to  a,ccompany  me  to  the  pyramids  that 
Were  near,  which  he  accordingly  did  ;  and  that  day, 
and  the  two  following,  I  miade  my  obfervations  with 
the  more  exa6Lnefs,  as  few  perfons  have  defcribed  any 
thing  particular  here  except  tht  catacombs.  Thefe 
pyramids  extend  from  north  to  fouth,  and  are  fituated 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  in  a  plain,  that  feems  as  if 
nature  had  contrived  it  for  that  purpofc,  it  not  only 
being  of  great  extent,  but  fo  high,  that  it  is  never 
overflowed  by  the  Nile  ;  and  it  appears  that  the  ancient 
city  of  Memphis  extended  almoft  to  this  place. 

Opx  of  thefe  pyramids  riiing  above  the  reft  is  called 
Il-Henem-Elkeberc-El-Barieh,  or  the  Great  Pyramdd 
to  the  North.  As  there  are  heaps  of  ilones  around  it 
that  have  fallen  off,  and  I  had  no  inftrumcnts  to  take 
the  level,  I  was  obliged  to  meafare  the  pyramdd  at  a 
diftance,  by  beginning  oppofite  to  the  angles ;  and  in 
this  manner  found  the  north  fide  to  be  710  feet,  and 
the  eaft  fide  690.  The  perpendicular  height  is  345 
feet,  and  on  the  top  the  north  fide  is  20  feet,  and  the 
eaft  fide  only  15.  There  are  1 56  fleps,  each  from  two 
to  three  feet  high.     This  pyramid  is  built  of  the  fam.e 
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kind  of  free-fLone  as  the  others;  but  was  cafed  with  a 
fine  hard  ftonej  which  in  feveral  parts  is  ilill  remaining, 
thoush  a  .o-reat  deal  is  fallen  down.  On  the  north  lide, 
about  one  third  of  the  wa^up,  is  an  entrance  three  feet 
five  inches  wide,  and  four  f:^et  two  inches  deep.  The 
ilones  within  are  of  the  height  and  the  breadth  of  the 
entrance^  and  about  five  feet  long.  We  entered  this 
paiTage,  ¥/hich  is  ileep,  and  has  holes  cut  as  reds  for 
the  feet :  but  it  v/as  wrth  great  difikulty  we  made  our 
way  for  the  lafl:  twenty-five  feet,  the  paiTage  being  al- 
mof'L filled  up  with  fand.  Having  pailed  through^  we  en- 
tered a  room  twenty- two  leet  and  a  half  long,  and  ele- 
ven feet  ten  inches  broad.  At  the  lieij?Jit  often  feet  fix 
inches  a  tier  of  fcones  projefted  on  each  fide  five  inches 
inwards  :  and  in  the  fame  manner  twelve  tiers  proje6led 
one  further  than  another,  till  they  meet  at  the  top.  To 
the  well  of  this  room  is  fuch  another  ^  and  at  the  fur- 
ther end  of  both,  in  the  middle  of  t fee  fifth  and  fixth 
tiers  of  ftone,  is  a  door,  each  of  which  leads  to  a  fmall 
room,  as  I  was  informedby  a  gentleman  who  contrived 
a  ladder  in  order  to  get  up  to  it.  Thefe  rooms  are  of 
a  fmooth  v/hite  ilone,  but  not  very  large,  there  beinp- 
only  ftven  ilones  in  length,  and  three  or  four  in  width. 

About  a  mile  to  the  fouth-eaft  is  another  great  pyra- 
mid, called  the  Great  Pyramid  to  the  South,  which 
is  about  600  feet  fquare  at  the  bottom.  It  is  very  re- 
mai-kable,  that  it  feems  to  incline  with  a  greater  angle 
from  the  height  of  280  feet  than  it  does  below.  It  ap- 
pears to  have  been  cafed  all  the  v/ay  up,  and  is  built 
of  very  good  hewn  ilone  even  within,  as  J  obferved 
where  the  outer  furface  is  in  fome  places  broke  away : 
for  it  is  ruined  in  many  parts  3  but  not  fo  as  to  render 
it  poffible  for  any  perfon  to  get  to  the  top. 

On  a  lower  ground  nearer  to  the  eaft-edge  of  the 
mountain,  and  about  two  miles  to  the  eafi;  of  the  kit 
great  pyramid,  is  one  built  of  unburnt  brick,  which 
feems  to  be  made  of  the  mud  brought  from  the  Nile  ; 
it  being  of  a  fandy  black  earth,  with  fome  pebbles  and 
iliells  ia  it ;  and  mixed  up  with  chopped  firaw,  in  or- 
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cler  to  bind  the  clay  together,  as  unburnt  bricks  are 
now  made  in  Egypt,  and  many  other  parts  of  the  eaft. 
Some  of  thefe  bricks]  found  thirteen  inches  and  a  naif 
long,  fix  inches  and  a  half  broad,  and  four  inches 
thick ;  and  others  fifteen  inches  long,  feven  broad,  and 
four  inches  three  quarters  thick  -,  but  they  were  not 
laid  fo  as  to  bind  each  other.  This  pyramid  is  much 
crumbled  and  ruined.  On  meafuring  it  I  found  it  to 
be  157  feet  on  the  north  fide,  and  210  on  the  well  ^  it 
being  much  broke  away  on  the  eail  and  weft  fides.  It 
is  150  feet  high,  and  at  the  top  meaiured  43  feet  by 
35.  By  what  1  could  judge  from  its  prefent  fcate,  I  con- 
cluded that  it  was  built  with  five  degrees,  each  being 
10  feet  broad  and  30  deep  ;  but  the  defcent  to  it  is  eafy, 
as  the  bricks  are  crumbled  away. 

The  other  pyramids  are  of  fcone,  and  of  different 
fizes  I  they  are  all  in  a  ruinous  condition,  and  may  a- 
m.ount  in  the  v/hole,  to  about  twenty. 

Another  day  I  went  to  fee  the  catacombs,  which  are 
in  the  fame  plain  in  which  the  pyramids  are  fituated  ; 
and  was  firfc  conduced  to  that  of  the  mummies.  The 
entrance  to  it  is  by  a  kind  of  well  about  four  feet  fquare, 
and  twenty  feet  deep,  cut  through  a  ilaty  rock  :  but 
this  rock  is  covered  with  fand,  that  is  often  mioved  by 
the  v/ind,  and  fills  up  the  holes.  Hov/ever,  fome  of 
thefe  wells  are  cafed  with  large  unburnt  brick,  as  far 
as  the  depth  of  the  fand.  The  ufual  method  of  letting 
people  down  wich  ropes  being  very  painful,  I  had  pro- 
vided myfelf  with  a  rope-ladder,  by  which  I  defcencled 
miore  ccnvenienuly,  though  not  v/ithout  being  incom- 
moded with  the  fand  falling  from  r.he  top.  There  were, 
I  obferved,  holes  on  each  fide  to  clefcendby  3  but  moil 
of  them  feemed  worn  away,  and  to  be  of  no  ufe. 
On  being  got  to  the  bottom,  I  found  myfelf  in  a  paf- 
fage  five  fete  wide,  and  about  fifty  feet  long,  aimoft 
filled  up  with  fand  :  having  got  to  the  end  of  it,  I 
turned  down  another  naffagfe  on  the  left  hand  about  fix 
ftcx.  high,  on  one  fide  of  Vv'hich  were  apartments  witii 
benches  about  two  (ttt  above  the  fioor.     On  thefe  I 


37 

fuppofe  the  mummies  were  placed  ;  but  if  they  were 
fet  upright,  there  muil:  have  been  fome  method  of  iiip- 
porting  them.  On  the  other  fide  are  narrov/ cells  juft 
bip-  enoQffh  to  receive  a  larffe  cofHii.  At  the  end  of 
this  alley  I  turned  on  my  right  hand  mto  another  which 
was  narrower,  and  on  each  fide  were  niches,  that  feemed 
deligned  for  coirins  placed  upright.  From  this  paflage 
are  cut  oblong  fqiiare  apartments,  filled  with  the  re- 
mains of  mummies  -,  and  probably  here  the  inferior 
perfons  of  a  family  were  depofited,  and  piled  upon  one 
another,  v/hile  the  heads  of  the  family  were  placed  in 
the  niches.  Each  family  had  perhaps  originally  its 
burial-place,  and  as  the  family  increafcci,  they  branched 
out  their  fepulchral  grotts,  that  every  defcendant 
might  have  a  feparate  place  for  his  family. 

I  then  went  to  tht  catacomb  of  the  birds,  v/hich  has 
the  fame  kind  of  entrance,  only  it  is  about  thirty  feet 
deep  :  the  paiTage  from  it  is  about  eight  itQt  v/ide,  and 
almoil  full  of  fand.  This  catacomb  is  much  more 
magnificent  than  the  others,  it  being  the  fepulchre  of 
thofe  birds,  and  other  animals,  woriliipped  by  the  an- 
cient Egyptians ;  for  when  they  happened  to  find  them 
dead,  they  einbalmied  them,  and  wrapped  them  up 
with  the  fame  care  as  they  did  human  bodies,  depo- 
fiting  them  in  earthen  vafes  covered  over  and  flopped 
clofe  wifeh  mortar.  In  one  of  the  irreofular  aoartmicnts 
I  faw  larger  jars  that  might  be  for  dogs  and  other  ani- 
mals ;  of  which  fome  have  been  found,  but  they  are 
now  very  rare. 

Having  defcribed  thefe  catacombs,  we  fhall  now 
take  a  view  of  the  ancient  methods  obferved  by  the 
Egyptians  in  embalmiing  human  bodies.  According 
to  Herodotus,  there  were  certain  perfons  appointed 
for  this  bufmefs,  who  had  three  prices  according  to  the 
beauty  of  the  v/orkmanfliip.  In  the  moil:  elleemed 
method  of  embalming,  they  extraded  the  brains  by  the 
nofe  with  a  crooked  iron,  and  then  poured  in  drugs  ; 
afterwards  they  opened  the  body,  took  out  the  bowels, 
wailied  the  infide  with  palm  wine,  and  having  rubbed 
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into  it  pcimded  perfumes,  filled  it  Vv^ith  myrrh,  caffia, 
and  other  fpices,  and  then  fewed  it  up.  After  this  they 
wafned  the  body  with  nitre,  then  let  it  lie  feventy  days, 
and  having  waihed  it  again,  v/ound  it  up  in  fwathes  of 
linen,  befmearins;  it  over  with  <^ums,  which  the  E- 
gyptians  ufed  inllead  of  glue.  The  relations  then  took 
home  the  body,  and  inclofmg  it  in  the  wooden  figure 
of  a  man,  placed  it  in  the  catacombs.  Another  me- 
thod of  embalming  v/as  injecling  turpentine  of  cedar, 
with  a  pipe,  into  the  body,  v/ithout  cutting  it ;  they 
then  faked  it  for  feventy  days,  and  afterwards  drew  out 
the  pipe,  which  brought  the  bowels  v/ith  it  by  the  fun- 
dament :.  the  nitre  dried  up  the  fleili,  le'avino;  nothincf 
but  Hun.  and  bones.  The  third  way  was  only  by 
cleannng  the  infide  with  fait  andvvater,  and  faking  it 
for  feventy  days. 

From  what  Diodorus  obferves,  one  v/ould  imagine 
that  there  was  a  way  of  prefervingthe  bodies  much  fu- 
perior  to  either  of  the  former  -,  for,  according  to  hirn, 
their  eye-brows  and  eye  lailies,  v/ith  the  form  and  ap- 
pearance of  the  whole  body  were  fo  well  preferved, 
that  they  might  be  known  by  their  features :  whence 
many  of  the  Egyptians  kept  the  bodies  of  their  anceftors 
in  houfes  adorned  at  a  very  great  expence,  and  had  the 
pleafure  to  fee  their  fore -fathers,  who  had  been  dead 
iTiany  years  before  they  were  born,  and  to  obferve  all 
their  features  as  v/eli  as  if  they  were  living.  But  it 
does  nor  appear  that  any  bodies  were  ever  difcovered 
embalmxd  in  this  m.anner. 

A  body  I  brought  from  Egypt,  when  I  returned  to 
England,  was  in  a  coffin  made  v/ith  boards,  the  holes 
betvv^een  which  were  fiiledup  withiinen  and  fine  plailer. 
Four  folds  of  cloth  were  over  the  head,  the  upper  one 
painted  blue.  Under  thefe  was  a  compofition  about 
half  an  inch  think  cf  gum  and  cloth,  burnt  by  the  heat 
of  the  things  applied  to  it;  and  next  to  the  flcin  was 
a  coat  of  gum  or  bitumen  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  wafer. 
The  hinder' part  of  the  head  was  filled  with  bitumen, 
which  had. been  poured  in  at  the  nofe,  .and  had  pe- 
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netrated  even  into  the  bone  of  the  ilailL  The  bo- 
dy was  bound  round  with  a  bandage  made  of 
linen^  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch  broad,  un- 
der which  were  four  folds  of  cloth,  then  a  fwathe 
two  inches  broad,  and  under  that  eight  different  ban- 
dages of  the  fame  breadth,  laid  acrofs  from  the  ihould- 
ers  to  the  hips  on  the  other  fide.  Under  this  was  a 
cruil  of  linen  about  an  inch  thick,  burnt  almoft  to 
afhes,  but  flicking  together  by  means  of  the  gums 
with  which  it  had  been  fmeared.  The  arms  were  laid 
acrofs  the  breafl:,  the  right  hand  over  the  left,  and  the 
hands  lying  towards  the  face.  From  the  hips  to 
the  (ett  were  eight  bandages  two  inches  broad,  one 
covering  about  half  the  other ;  and  under  thefe  were 
bandages  an  inch  thick,  confumed  by  time  and  the 
heat  of  the  drugs :  but  the  outer  bandages  did  not  feem 
to  have  been  befmeared  with  gums.  The  coffm  in  which 
the  body  was  put,  was  formed  of  tw^o  pieces  of  wood, 
hollowed  fo  as  to  receive  the  body,  and,  being  put 
together,  were  faftened  with  broad  pegs  in  the  top, 
fixed  in  holes  in  the  lower  part.  They  were  cut  into 
the  lliape  of  a  humxan  body,  as  bound  up  after  it  is  em- 
balmed i  and  both  the  coflin  and  body  wrapped  up  in 
linen  were  covered  with  a  thin  plafter,  and  painted. 

The  birds  in  the  lail  mentioned  catacomb  were  em- 
balmed much  in  the  fame  manner,  being  dipped  in 
gums  and  aromatic  drugs,  and  bound  up  with  many 
folds  of  linen. 

I  returned  from  viliting  the  catacombs  fooner  than 
was  expe6led,  and,  on  my  unlocking  the  door 
of  the  room  the  Sheik  had  given  me  at  his  houfc, 
a  little  girl  about  eight  years  old  ran  out  of  it  againil 
me  J  and  laying  hold  of  her  fhe  cried  out ;  but  I  kt 
her  go,  it  being  here  a  great  affront  for  any  one  to  lay 
hands  on  the  fair  fex.  On  my  entering  the  room  I  faw 
a  hole  had  been  broke  through  the  ceiling,  though  it 
was  ten  fctt  high  :  and  I  fuppofe  the  mother  had  let 
the  child  down  by  a  rope,  to  rifle  my  baggage,  and  to 
convey  what  they  thought  proper  up  the  fame  v/ay  ike 
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came  down.  I  had  caught  them  in  the  beginning,  and 
therefore  little  was  loix;  though  doubtlefs  they  thought 
they  Ihould  find  treafures,  as  they  imagine  the  Franks, 
as  they  call  all  Europeans,  abound  in  money.  I  was  a 
little  vexed  at  this  treatment,  but  thought  it  moft  pru- 
dent to  take  no  notice  of  it  -,  and  the  next  morning 
took  my  leave,  the  Sheik  fending  a  man  to  condud: 
me  to  Cairo. 

Being  recommended  to  the  Cafiiif  or  governor  of 
Faiume,  who  was  going  into  that  province  I  joined 
him  at  Old  Cairo,  at  the  houfe  of  Ofm.an  Bey,  where 
I  had  a  room  affigned  me,  and  the  Cafnif  invited  me 
to  fup  wtth  him  s  when,  having  brought  feme  fpiritu- 
ous  liquors  as  a  prefent  to  him,  I  took  care  that  he 
fhould  be  fupplied  at  fupper,  and  I  found  him  a  micr- 
ry,  chearful  companion. 

In  the  morning  we  fet  out,  and  came  to  the  large 
village  of  Mocanan,  with  fine  plantations  of  palm- 
trees  about  it.  Proceeding  two  miles  farther  to  the 
fouth-wefl:,  we  reached  Metrahenny,  where  lobferved 
heaps  of  ruins,  and  a  mound  extending  a  mile  north 
and  fouth,  and  then  north-wefc  to  the  pyramids  near 
Saccara;  wdiich  I  conjecture  might  be  a  rampart 
thrown  up  to  defend  the  ancient  city  of  Memphis. 
We  then  pafTed  over  the  Canal  of  the  Pyramids,  and 
flopping,  I  had  my  carpet  laid  at  a  diilance ,  but  the 
Cailiif  invited  me  to  him,  and  I  partook  with  him  of 
a  collation  of  bread,  raw  onions,  and  a  fort  of  falt- 
pickled  clieefe.  After  which  w^e  purfued  our  journey, 
and  at  length  pafTed  the  night  in  a  grove  of  palm- 
trees.  The  Cafnif  fent  for  m.Q  to  come  to  him,  and  I 
prefented  him  the  liquor  I  had  brought,  fitting  with 
him  for  fome  time  ;  but  he  being  vifited  by  a  great 
Skeik,  I  retired  -,  and  he  afterwards  fent  me  part  of 
his  fupper,  which  had  been  dreifed  for  him  at  a  neigh- 
bourino-  village. 

The  next  day  we  afcended  fome  low  fandy  hills  to 
the  fouth- we  ft,  which  abound  with  the  Egyptian  peb- 
ble.    Wc  aftcrvvards  paifed  through  an  uneven  fandy 


THROUGH  EGYPT.  41 

defart,  and  came  to  a  vde  bounded  on  the  north'  by 
fmali  hills  made  up  of  iarg^  oyiler-fhells,  with  a  very 
h"ttle  red  clay  between.  Tliofe  on  the  furface  were 
not  at  all  changed  ;  but  many  below,  and  in  the  plain, 
are  petrified.  We  at  length  arrived  at  Tamiea,  at  the 
end  of  the  defart,  where  a  canal  runs  into  the  lake 
Mceris.  The  Arabs  v^^ho  came  out  to  meet  the  Calliif, 
excrcifed  themfelves  all  the  way  on  horfeback,  by 
purfuing  each  other  with  the  pike.  When  one  has  the 
advantage  over  another,  lie  engages  him  ;  he  then 
turns  ihort,  and  rides  away,  the  other  purfuing  him 
till  he  finds  an  opportunity  to  ilrike,  and  then  he  runs 
off  in  the  fame  manner.  Comin.^  at  lafb  to  the  lari2;e 
village  of  Sennours,  we  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  place,  v/here  a  great  fupper  was  prepared 
for  the  Cafhif.  ^  A  coarfe  brown  woollen  cloth  being 
fpread  over  the  v/hole  length  of  the  room,  cakes  of 
bread  were  laid  all  round  it  and  about  ten  diflies,  re- 
peated fix  or  {even  times,  were  placed  all  along  the 
room :  as  a  fmall  fheep  boiled  whole,  a  roafted  lamb, 
pilaw,  fowls  roafted,  many  diihes  of  ftewed  meat, 
fweet  flummery,  meat  roafted  in  fmali  pieces,  and  the 
like.  At  the  head  of  the  table  fat  the  Cailiif,  with  the 
great  people  by  him  :  I  might  have  fat  among  them, 
but  I  kept  my  feat  on  tht  fopha  ;  and  when  the  perfon 
on  the  Cafhif 's  right  hand  arofe,  the  Cafhif  called  me 
to  take  his  place,  and  Ihewed  me  great  civility.  It  is 
cuftomary  for  every  one,  as  foon  as  he  has  done,  to  get 
up,  wafli  his  hands,  and  take  a  draught  of  v/ater,  thus 
there  is  a  continual  fuccefTion,  till  at  laft  the  poor  come 
in  and  eat  v/hat  is  left  j  for  the  Arabs  never  fet  by  any 
thing  that  comes  to  their  tables.  When  they  kill  a  llieep 
they  drefs  it  all,  call  in  their  neighbours,  and  after- 
wards live  on  bread  and  their  other  mean  fare.  In  the 
morning  we  had  a  grand  collation  in  the  fame  manner, 
confifting  of  the  beft  fort  of  bread  made  with  butter, 
honey,  fried  eggs,  green  cheefe,  and  other  things. 

We  were  now  in  the   fertile  province  of  Ariinoe, 
fild  to   be    the  fnieft  fpot  in  all  Egypt,  and  the  only 

^    F  ^' 
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part  which  naturally  produces  olives.  But  though  the 
people  might  make  the  moft  excellent  oii,  what  they 
make  has  an  illtaile  ;  which  is  probably  owing  to  their 
letting  the  olives  hang  too  long,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
greater  quantity  of  oil. 

We  nov/  purfiied  our  journey^  and  reached  Faiume, 
after  paffing  through  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Arfinoe, 
and  croiilng  a  bridge  over  a  large  c^nal  that  runs  along 
the  north  fide  of  the  new  tov/n. 

Faiume  is  the  refidence  of  the  Cailiif,  or  Governor 
of  the  province  ;  it  is  about  two  miles  in  compafs,  and 
is  very  ill  built,  chiefly  of  unburnt  brick.  Here  live 
feveral  rich  people,  who  have  villages  belonging  to 
them. :  and  alio  fixty  Arabs,  v/ho  have  the  title  of 
Sheiks,  with  one  at  their  head,  who  is  a  perfon  of  great 
intereft  j  and  thefe  all  go  to  the  Divan  of  the  Cadi, 
v^hich  is  held  twice  a  v/eek.  The  inhabitants  have 
here  a  manufadture  of  the  mats  they  lay  on  the  floors 
of  their  rooms  :  they  are  alio  famous  for  making  rofe- 
water,  w^hich  is  ufed  in  many  things  they  eat,  as  well  as 
to  throw  on  the  guefts  before  they  offer  the  incenfe. 
They  are  iikewife  faid  to  make  coarfe  cloths,  and  cheap 
ftufts ;  to  prepare  leather,  and  to  m.ake  the  leathern  bags 
in  which  they  carry  w^ater  on  the  backs  of  camels. 
The  Francifcansofthe  convent  of  Jerufalem,  who  here 
go  under  the  denomination  of  phyficians,  have  a  fm.all 
convent,  and  the  Coptis  have  a  church  four  miles  off, 
though  there  are  many  Chriilians  in  the  town.  There  are 
vineyards  about  two  leagues  to  the  we fl:,  where  the  Chrif- 
tians  make  very  good  white  wine :  they  have  Iikewife 
fine  raifms,  and  the  Mahometans  make  a  fyrup  of  the 
juice  of  the  grape  by  boiling  it  j  this  is  brought  to  the 
table,  and  is  very  agreeable  food.  I  had  here  an  apart- 
ment in  the  Gafhif's  houfe  ;  and  his  people  perfuaded 
me  to  fend  back  my  horfes,  promifing  that  I  ihould  be 
well  fuppliedi  but  I  was  afterwards  obliged  to  hire  very 
bad  horfes  at  an  extravagant  price.  I  was  daily  fur- 
nifhed  with  provifions  in  my  own  room,  andfometimes 
the  Calhif  lent  for  me  to  dine  with  him,  when  the 
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drams  went  plentifiilly  round  while  we  were  eating,  and 
he'di\^erted  himielf  wich  jelling  with  two  or  three  who 
feemed  to  be  with  hirn  as  dependants,  expecting  fome 
litde  sovernment ;  for  when  the  Turks  are  in  private 
they  lay  afide  their  gravity,  and  are  as  merry  as  tne 
Europeans.  While  1  was  here  it  hailed  and  rained  al- 
moil  all  one  inorning,  and  hkewife  rained  very  hard 
all  the  fbilowing  night  3  which  the  people  were  fo  far 
from  confidering  as  any  advantage,  that  they  told  mc 
rain  caufes  fcarcity,  the  overflowins  of  the  Nile  beins 
fufncient  to  water  the  country.  There  are  abou^  this 
town  no  other  remains  of  the  ancient  city  oi  Ariinoe^ 
but  great  heaps  of  ruins. 

On  my  leaving  Faiume,  I  proceeded  to  the-fouth- 
weit,  and,  at  about  three  miles  dhiance  from  that  town^ 
came  to  a  very  remarP^able  obeiirK  of  red  granite,  called 
the  pillar  of  Bljige,  from  Vat  village  of  Bijige  near  it.  It 
meailires  four  feet  tYvo  inches  on  the  north  fide,  and  fix 
feet  fix  inches  on  the  eail:  j  it  is  forty- three  feet  high,  and 
each'lide  is  divided  by  lines  into  three  columns,  each  of 
which  is  filled  with  hieroglyphics.  This  obelifk  is 
much  decayed  all  round  for  t^.n  feet  high,  and  the  weil 
fide  is  aliTioil:  entirely  defaced. 

We  now  proceed  mxoftly  through  groves  of  young 
palm-trees  ;  and  obferved  about  the  country  feveral 
vineyards,  the  vines  of  which  are  difpofed  m  a  very 
particular  manner  -,  v/e  then  paifed  by  corn-fields,  and 
afterv/ards  over  uncultivated  lands:  and,  having  croiied 
the  dry  bed  of  a  canal,  came  to  another  canal  called 
Bahr- Jofeph,  which  runs  into  the  lake  M'xris,  and  is 
100  yards  broad,  v/idi  clifts  on  the  eafl-fide,  at  leail  40 
feet  high,  and  on  the  v/eil  about  30:  though  it  was 
about  50  feet  broad,  it  was  then  very  fiialiov/ :  the 
country  to  the  weft  is  called  NeQe,  where  the  harveft 
is,  I  believe,  forwarder  than  in  aiiy  part  of  Egypt ; 
for  on  the  i6th  of  February,  I  have  ieen  barley  of  tliat 
year  cut  and  thref'icd. 

On  my  entering  the  large  village  of  Neile,  which  is 
ciofe  by-  the  Nile,  I  went  to  the  Sheik's  houfe^  which 
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is  built  about  a  court,  and  has  a  round  turret  at  the 
north-v/ef:  corner,  with  cannon  for  its  defence.  1  had 
a  letter  from  the  Caihif  to  the  Sheik  -,  but  he  not  be- 
ing at  home,  one  of  the  chief  Arabs  agreed,  for  about 
the  price  of  three  guineas,  to  furniih  me  with  four 
Arabs  Oil  horfeback,  and  a  camel  to  carry  water  and 
provifions.  We  fet  forwards  about  four  the  next  mor- 
ning, and  proceeding  about  two  hours  to  the  north- 
v/eit,  took  a  fupply  of  frefh  water.  From  that  place 
the  fandy  plain  begins,  and  paiTmg  over  it  we  at  length 
faw  at  a  great  diftance  fome  remains  of  the  temple  of 
the  Labyrinth  ;  and  being  about  a  league  from  it,  ob- 
ferved  feveral  heaps  of  ruins  covered  with  fand,  and 
many  ilones  all  around,  as  if  foirie  great  building  had 
been  there  : .  this,  which  is  called  the  town  of  Caroon, 
feemed  to  have  been  of  confiderable  breadth  from 
eaft  to  weft,  and  the  buildings  extended  on  each  fide 
towards  the  north,  to  the  lake  Mceris  and  the  tcmipie. 
This  without  doubt  is  the  fpot  where  once  ftood  the  fa- 
mous Labyrinth,  which,  Herodotus  fays,  was  built  by 
the  twelve  Kings  of  Egypt,  v/hen  the  government  was 
divided  into  tw^elve  parts,  as  fo  m.any  palaces  for  them 
to  meet  in,  and  tranfa6t  the  altairs  of  ftate  and  religion. 
Of  this  Labyrinth  he  adds,  there  are  tv/elve- falocns, 
or  covered  courts,  with  gates  oppofite  to  each*other5 
"  fix  tov/ards  the  north,  and  fix  tow^ards  the  fouth,  in 
"  continued  lines.  They  are  furrounded  by  the  fame 
'^  outv/ard  Wall.  The  apartments  are  on  two  floors, 
"  the  one  under  ground,  and  the  cdier  over  them : 
"  three  thoufand  in  all,  each  conhfting  of  fifteen 
'^  hundred.  Thofe  above  ground  I  myfelf  have  (tizn 
**^  and  gone  through,  fo  that  1  fpeak  from  my  own 
"  knowledPie  :  but  thofe  beneath  beino-  the  fepulchres 
'*'  o^  tlie  kings,  and  of  the  facred  crocodiles,  the  ru- 
"  Iti's  of  the  Egyptians  were  by  no  means  wilhng  to 
•'^fliew  them.  The  upper  apartments  I  myfelf  faw  to 
*'  be  greater  than  any  other  human  works  :  for  the  out- 
"  lets  at  the  top,  and  the  various  windings  through 
"  d'it  faloons,  gave  me  infinite  furprife,  as  1  palled 
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"  from  a  iaioon  into  apart'Tiencs,  and  from  apartment.^ 
^^  into  bed-chambers,  and  into  other  rooms  out  of  the 
^^  bed-chambers,  and  from  apartments  into  faloons. 
"  The  roof  of  the  whole  is  ftone,  as  well  as  the  walls. 
"  The  latter  are  adorned  v/ith  fciilptiire  :  each  faloon 
has  a  perifcyle  of  white  (tones  admirably  joined  to- 
gether. Quite  clofe  to  the  line  where  the  Labyrinth 
terminates  is  a  pyramid  of  240  f^tt^  on  which  large 
"  animals  are  engraven :  the  way  into  the  pyramid  is 
"  under  ground."  This  is  the  account  given  of  it  by 
Herodotus.  It  Vv'as  fo  extraordinary  a  building,  that 
Dredalus  came  to  Egypt,  on  purpoie  to  fee  it,  and 
built  the  labyrinth  in  Crete  for  king  Minos,  on  the 
model  of  this.  '  But  little  is  now  to  be  i'c  en  of  thefe 
boafced  pieces  of  art,  but  heaps  of  ruins,  broken  pil- 
lars, ihattered  walls,  and  cornices,  many  of  which  are 
of  a  kind  of  brown  marble. 

Going  over  the  fpot  where  this  magnificent  fi:ru6lure 
once  ilood,  I  came  to  the  foundation  of  an  oblong 
fquare  building,  formed  of  a  reddiih  ftone  or  marble. 
Some  femicircular  pilafliers  placed  upon  it,  have  only 
one  hewm  ftone  at  the  bottom,  and  all  the  remains  of 
the  cdiiice  above  are  of  brick  plaftered  over.  Vv^hat- 
ever  this  building  was,  it  feemis  to  have  been  repaired 
in  this  rough  m.anner.  More  to  the  eaft  are  the  re- 
mains of  an  oblong  fquare  edifice  of  white  hewn  ftone 
plaftered  over,  vs^ith  a  fort  of  bafe  and  plinth  ranging 
round.  Near  this  is  a  particular  fort  of  ruftic  buildinq-, 
that  feems  to  have  been  a  gate.  At  length  we  came  to 
feme  remains  of  the  grand  ftrudure  itfelf,  which  is  now 
called  Cafa  Caroon,  or  the  caftle  of  Caroon.  It  had  a 
portico  of  ruftic  work,  v/hichis  almoft  entirely  deftroyed, 
it  being  no  where  above  fix  feet  high.  The  front  is  more 
ruined  than  any  other  part.  The  upper  ftory  W  tlic 
miiddlc  is  fallen  down  :  but  in  the  other  parts  there  are 
forty-four  tiers  of  ftone,  each  nine  inches  deep,  and 
confequently  it  is  there  thirty-three  feet  high  i  there 
are  figns  of  a  cornice  ranging  round,  with  fome  orna- 
ments of  fculpture.     In  the  leno-th  of  this  buildin,^?-  are 
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four  rooms,  with  door- places  cro^/ned  with  double 
cornices,  together  with  ornaments  of  the  winged  globe, 
and  over  each  is  a  work  like  a  falfe  door,  alio  orna- 
mented with  double  cornices,  and  one  of  them  adorned 
wdth  fcuiptures  of  hawks.  In  a  falfe  door  on  each  fide 
of  the  entrance  to  an  inner  ^  room,  below,  is  a  niche 
cut  with  a  Iheil  at  the  top,  and  there  are  federal  fmall 
niches  in  the  fides  of  the  walls  of  the  other  apartme'nts. 
There  are  many  ilones  fcattered  about  the  plain  near  the 
buildinp-,  amono;  which  are  feverai  round  ones  that  feem 
to  have  compofed  the  fnafts  of  columns. 

Having  taken  a  full  view  of  thefe  ruins,  I  returned 
to  Faiume,  and  from  thence  fet  out  with  a  caravan  for 
Cairo.  The  firii  day  v/e  v/ent  to  Tamiea,  where  v/e 
la,y  in  the  yard  of  a  kane  under  my  tent ;  there  being 
no  rooms,  except  a  fev/  huts  inhabited  by  common 
women,  \Ye  proceeded  the  next  day  to  Dafiiour  : 
from  which  place  I  went  the  day  after  to  Saccara,  and 
from  thence  to  Grand  Cairo. 

As  I  had  taken  the  refolution  to  fail  on  the  Nile  into 
upper  Egypt,  the  Conful  procured  letters  from  the 
great  Sheik  Ofman  Bey,  the  head  and  proteftor  of  the 
Arab  race,  to  the  Bey  of  Girge,  the  Prince  of  Akmim, 
and  the  great  Sheik  of  Fourihout.  I  made  proviiion  as 
for  a  long  voyage,  purchafmg  a  quantity  of  tobacco, 
rice,  coffee,  foap,  red  Ihoes,  and  other  .things  for  pre- 
fents,  not  forgetting  arms  and  ammunition  ^or  our  de- 
Fence.  I  had  the  happinefs  to  meet  with  a  boat  belong- 
ing to  the  Prince  of  Akmim,  and  to  be  recomm.ended 
to  Malim  Solimxan,  who  v/as  going  in  it.  This  was  a  very 
w^orthy  Copti,  for  whom  I  (hall  always  have  the  utmoft 
regard.  He  had  the  principal  management  of  the  af- 
fairs of  that  prince,  though  he  would  never  accept  of 
any  ofnce  under  him.  It  was  thought  proper  that  I 
fhouid  take  upon  me  a  name  familiar  to  the  people  3  fo 
it  was  agreed  that  I  fhouid  be  called  Jofeph,  v/ith  Ma- 
lim, or  Mailer,  the  ufual  title  given  to  Chriflians  in 
this  country.  I  had  alfo  let  my  beard  grov/,  and  af- 
fumed  the  habit  of  a  Copti,  with  the  black  gown  of 
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ceremony,  and  had  a  large  blue  and  white  handker- 
chief loofe  about  my  neck,  hanging  down  before  5  and 
on  odier  occafions  a  fheet  of  the  fame  kind,  brought 
round  my  body,  and  over  my  head.  Befides,  I  had 
the  blue  garment  of  fhirt,  which  is  put  on  over  all,  to  go 
out  with  at  any  time  in  difguife  with  the  boatmen.  In 
this  manner  Ifet  out  withm.y  fervant  and  dragoman,  or 
interpreter,  on  the  6th  of  December  173^?  v/hen  I  em- 
barked in  a  fmall  hired  boat,  and  at  nigh:  came  up 
with  the  ,oTear  boat  at  Turphaier,  which  is  on  the  iiland 
that  I  fuppofe  to  be  the  great  iile  of  Fleracleopolis, 
jpnade  by  a  canal  croffing  from  the  Nile  to  the  oki  bed 
of  that  river  under  the  hills.  The  great  boats,  fuch  as 
tliis  in  which  we  embarked,  have  a  maft  about  the 
middle,  and  another  towards  the  prow.  Part  of  the 
boat  is  covered  with  matting,  by  means  of  poles  itt 
upright,  with  others  tied  acrofs  at  the  top  of  them  3  un- 
der which  fhelter  the  people  fit,  and  in  tlie  night  take 
repofe. 

The  next  day  we  went  on  with  a  gentle  gale,  having 
had  a  view  of  the  pyramids  of  Saccara  and  DaHiour,  to 
the  north-v/eil  from  Turphaier.  We  paffed  by  many 
villages,  and  arrived  at  Righah,  where  v/e  ftopped,  it 
being  cufbomary  to  lie  by  at  night,  there  being  many 
fhoals  in  the  Nile  ;  and  travellers  always  ftay  in  the  boat 
to  defend  it  from  being  attacked  by  robbers,  and  to  hin- 
der people  from  coming  privately  on  the  fide  of  the 
boat  as  they  fomie times  do,  to  ileal  any  thing  within 
their  reach. 

On  the  8th,  having  little  v/ind,  we  went  afhorc  on  the 
eaft,  at  the  convent  of  St.  Anthony.  Tliere,  as  in 
moftof  the  monaileries  in  Egypt,  the  prieils  are  fecu- 
lars,  and  liv€  in  the  convent  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren. Several  of  them,  v/ere  employed  in  carrying 
ilones  to  repair  their  convent^  and  taking  us  for  offi- 
cers who  came  to  demand  the  poll  tax,  told  us,  on  our 
afking  how  many  there  were  of  them,  that  there  v\^erc 
no  m.ore  than  we  faw :  but  on  our  undeceivin<r  them, 
they  ikcwed.us  their  con/entj  which  is  v^alled  round, 
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to  defend  them  from  robbers.  They  have  a  tolerable 
church,  and  iliew  feveral  things  that  have  a  relation 
to  St.  Anthony,  who,  they  fay,  v/ent  from  thence  in- 
to the  defart,  by  the  red  Sea,  where  he  was  the  firii: 
founder  of  thcmonaftic  life.  As  crocodiles  are  hardly 
ever  feen  fo  low  as  this,  they  are  fond  of  fiiories  that 
they  can  go  no  lower,  and  that  if  they  come  fo  far, 
they  turn  on  their  backs.  There  are  no  churches  about 
the  country  but  fuch  as  are  termed  rnonafteries,  be- 
caufe  it  is  probable  that  few  befides  thofe  of  the  mona- 
ileries  were  fuffered  to  remain. 

We  afterwards  came  up  to  Benefuief,  3,  town  about 
a  mile  round,  but  very  ill  built  of  unburnt  brick ; 
though  it  is  the  capital  of  the  province  of  the  fame 
name,  and  the  refidence  of  a  Bey.  The  inhabitants  carry 
on  a  great  manufadure  of  a  ftriped  narrow  carpet  ftuff 
without  nap,  miacleofv/ool  and  coarfe  thread,  and  ufed 
by  the  inferior  people  to  cover  the  cufhions  of  fophas  : 
they  alfo  niake  coats  for  their  children  of  this  fluff  with- 
out lleeves,  it  being  wove  fo  as  to  ferve  for  that  ufe 
without  being  cut.  After  paffing  by  feveral  other  places, 
we  reached  Bibeh,  a  little  town  in  which  there  is  a 
convent  of  St.  Georee  ^  and  foon  after  came  up  with 
the  ifie  of  Fetne,  which  is  a  very  beautiful  fpot,  plant- 
ed with  mellons  and  cucumbers  -,  thefe  were  planted  in 
rows  about  fix  feet  afunder,  with  canes  of  Tur- 
ky  wheat  iluck  in  obliquely  over  them,  to  defend 
them  from  the  weather  i  and  in  fome  parts  they  are 
fheltered  by  a.  fort  of  ruih,  kt  along  in  a  trench.  Here 
we  lay  by  at  night. 

On  the  9th  we  proceeded  up  the  river,  but  met 
with  nothing  remarkable  till  the  12th,  when  we  came 
to  fome  hills  on  the  eaft,  that  end  at  the  river.  The 
men  being  obliged  to  tow  the  boat  ydong,  I  went  a- 
fnore,  and  obferved  grottos  cut  all  over  the  mountains, 
v/hich  v/ere  doubtlefs  the  fepulchres  of  the  people  on 
the  weft-fide  of  the  river.  All  thefe  hills  are  rocks  of 
petrified  fnells,  moflly  the  cockle. 
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On  the  i4rh  we  had  a  good  wind,  and  pafilng  by 
Minis,  the  refidence  of  the  Calliif  of  the  province  of 
that  namC;,  came  up  with  the  ruins  of  the  city  of  Anti- 
noopolis,  built  by  Hadrian  in  honour  of  Antinous  his 
favourite,  who  was  drowned  there  -,  but  nov/  called 
Enfineh.  It  is  faid  that  the  city  v/as  three  or  four  miles 
round.  Among  thefe  ruins  I  fav/  ftill  {landing  a  large 
pillar  v/idi  a  Corinthian  capital,  on  the  top  of  which 
w^as  a  fquarc  flione,  that  was  probably  to  fet  fom,e  flatue 
upon.  I  had  alfo  a  viev/  of  a  very  hne  gate  that  was 
of  the  Corinthian  order,  and  of  excellent  workmanfhip. 
Near  this  place  is  a  village  of  Chrif^ians  called  Ebadie^ 
whofe  greatefc  fecurity  among  fuch  bad  neighbours 
kerns  to  be  a  notion  that  has  prevailed,  that  no  Ma- 
hometan can  live  there.  Higher  up  is  Meloni,  fituated 
^ear  a  mile  to  t?he  weft  of  the  river.  This  town,  which 
makes  a  tolerable  appearance,  is  about  a  mile  round, 
and  the  ihops  are  well  built.  It  is  at  the  head  of  nine 
villages,  which  compofe  a  fmall  principality  belonging 
to  Mecca,  and  fubje6t  to  the  Emir  Hadge,  who  is 
commonly  one  of  the  greateft  Beys,  and  has  the  care  of 
condu6ting  the  caravan  to  Mecca.  This  perfon  ap- 
points a  Sub-governor  of  the  country,  who  lives  in  as 
much  ftate  as  the  Cailiifs.  This  place  annually  fup- 
plies  Mecca  with  390,000  adeps  or  facks  of  corn, 
which  are  fent  by  way  of  Cairo,  Suez,  and  the  Red 
Sea,  it  being  a  very  rich  corn  country. 

About  three  miles  from  Meloni  is  the  village  of 
Archomounain,  on  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  city,  which 
I  fuppofe  to  be  ITermopolis.  It  feems  to  have  been  of 
an  irregular  form,  extending  above  a  mile  from  eaft 
to  weft,  and  more  than  half  a  mile  from  north  to  fouth. 
It  is  fituated  near  tv/o  miles  from  the  river,  and  little 
appears  but  heaps  of  rubbifti  ail  over  the  fite  of  the  old 
city,  except  a  grand  portico  of  an  ancient  temple,  con- 
lifting  of  twelve  pillars,  fix  in  a  row,  and  nine  feet  in 
.diameter.  On  every  part  of  thefe  pillars,  and  of  the 
ftones  laid  on  them,  are  hieroglyphics ;  on  the  pillars 
ah"o  are  fome  remains   of  painty  and  the  cieling  is  a- 
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domed  with   frars.    ^Ainong  the   ruins  I  iikewife  faw 
ibrne  pieces  of  cohjmns  of  granite  marble. 

We  failed  on^  and  aii  the  v/ay  from  Souadi  to  Man- 
falouth  obferved  grottos  cut  in  the  mountains,  [once 
the  abode  of  hermits,  but  occupied  at  prefent  by  a  fort 
of  Arabs,  who  follow  the  profeffion  of  pirates  upon 
the  Nile.  They  have  a  Scheik,  but  do  not  obey  him 
any  farther  than  they  pleafe :  neither  do  they  trouble 
themfelves  about  the  Turkifii  governnient,  v/hich  of- 
ten purfues  them  to  puniili  their  robberies;  but  they 
ihelter  themfelves  by  retiring  into  the  mountains.  In 
diiterent  places  ot  thefe  rocks,  the  echoes  are  fo  dif- 
tind,  that  not  a  fmole  fyllable  is  loft.]  1  obferved  fe- 
vera!  openings  into  the  mountains,  where  are  great 
ruins  of  walls  built  with  unburnt  brick,  from  the  river 
up  the  fide  of  the  hills.  A  little  further  is  a  convent 
cutout  of  the  rock,  the  church  of  which  is  ferved  by 
a  priefh  who  comes  from  Manfalouth.  This  laft  town, 
which  I  fuppofe  to  be  Lycopolis,  is  a  mile  from  the 
I'iver,  and  about  a  mile  round.  It  is  tolerably  v/ell 
built,  and  a  Cafhif  refides  there,  who  governs  the  pro- 
vince. It  is  alfo  a  biiliop's  fee;  and  there  are  about 
C^oo  Chritliians  in  the  place ;  but  their  church  is  at 
Narach,  where  the  common  people  believe  that  the  holy 
famiily  flaid  till  the  death  of  Herod.  [The  mofques  of 
Manfalouth  give  it  a  beautiful  appearance  at  a  difbance. 
The  adjacent  country  is  very  fertile,  and  we  tind  there 
all  forts  of  fruit  in  abundance.  Oppofite  this  town,  on 
the  eafbern  border  of  the  Nile,  there  is  a  Copti  convent 
abfoluteiy  inaccefiible.  Thofe  that  v/ould  enter  it  are 
obliged  to  get  themfelves  raifed  up  in  a  bafket,  by 
means  of  a  pulley;  from  whence  it  has  obtained  the 
name  of  the  Pulley  Convent.] 

On  the  15th  we  pafTed  by  Sciout,  about  two  miles 
from  the  river,  Vvhich  I  went  to  on  my  return.  It  is 
finely  fituated  on  aneminance  that  is  divided  into  three 
parts,  being  higheft  at  each  end,  and  is  in  the  midfc 
of  a  very  fine  country.  There  is  a  large  lake  by  the 
city,  filled  by  a  canal  from  the  Nile^  over  which  there 
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is  a  bridge  of  tliree  Gothic  arches.  This  may  be 
reckoned  one  of  the  heft  cities  in  Egypt :  It  is  well 
built,  and  adorned  with  gardens,  which  extend  about 
two  miles  from  the  fouth-eait  to  the  north-weft.  A 
Caihif  refides  here,  who  governs  the  province  ofSciout. 
There  is  a  Copti  bifhop  with  about  500  Chriftians  in 
the  town,  whofe  church  is  a  league  off,  the  hills  to 
the  eaft  being  at  about  that  diilance,  and  cut  into  a 
2:reat  number  of  g-rottos.  This  I  fuDDofe  to  be  An- 
t^opoiis,  the  capital  of  a  province  of  that  name,  fo 
called  from  Antseus,  who  w^as  overcome  by  Her- 
cules. [The  above  grottos  are  made  in  the  mountain 
called  Tfchebat  el  Kofferi,  which  you  afcend  for  two 
hours  before  you  arrive  at  the  firft  gate  -,  and  having 
pafTed  it  ,  you  enter  a  great  faloon,  fupported  by  hex- 
agonal pillars  cut  in  tlic  rock  itfelf.  The  rocks  are 
adorned  with  paintings,  which  are  plainly  to  be  dif- 
tinguifhed  even  at  prefent,  and  the  gold  that  was  em- 
ployed there  glitters  on  all  fides.  We  perceive  fome 
openings,  leading  to  other  apartments,  but  they  are  fill- 
ed wdth  rubbiih.  There  is  another  apartment  above 
to  which  you  may  arrive,  though  v  ith  great  difficulty, 
by  climbing  up  on  the  outfide.  It  is  fmaller  than  the 
firft,  and  has  no  pillars,  but  is  painted  like  the  other. 
On  each  fide  of  this  fecond  faloon  is  a  tomb  of  the 
fame  ftone  with  the  mountain,  with  which  they  form  a 
continued  body.  One  is  open,  and  the  other  clofed, 
but  almofi:  buried  in  the  fand.  This  fuperior  faloon 
had  alio  a  communication  with  other  apartments,  but 
they  are  hkewife  clofed  up.] 

Near  a  mile  to  the  weit  of  the  river  we  faw  Abon- 
tig,  which  is  a  pretty  large  town,  and  a  Bifliop's  fee: 
this  v/as  perhaps  the  Hypfele  of  the  ancients.  Near  the 
town  was  encamped  an  Arabian  Sheik  who  commands 
this  country.  Thefe  Governors  often  go  round  their 
territories,  encamping  near  towns  and  villages,  in 
many  of  which  they  have  houfes,  in  order  to  colled; 
their  tribute,  which  moftly  conhfts  in  cattle.  In  the 
evening  we  cam^e   to  Gaua-Kicbre,  where  is  a  very 
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beautiful  portico  of  a  temple^  containing  i8  pillars  iii 
three  rows:  thefe  have  a. very  lingular  kind  of  capital^ 
and  the  Ihafts  of  the  pillars  are  enriched  with  hierogly- 
phics,  executed  in  a  more  mafterly  manner  than  any  I 
have  feen  in  Egypt.  It  appears  to  have  been  a  very 
magnificient  building,  not  only  from  the  portico,  but 
from  the  vail  ilones  that  are  feen  about  it ;  one  i  found 
to  be  21  feet  long,  eight  broad,  and  four  deep  ^  and 
another  30  feet  long  and  five  broad.  At  fome  diftance, 
behind  the  portico,  is  a  ftone  lliaped  like  the  top  of 
anobeiiikj  on  one  fide  is  a  niche,  as  if  for  a  ftatue, 
and  hieorglyphics  are  cut  on  it.  On  the  i6th  we  came 
to  the  territories  of  the  Prince  of  Akmim,  which  be- 
gin at  Raigny.  Near  this  place  is  the  grotto  of  the 
famous  fcrpent  Haredy,  mentioned  by  travellers. 

[This  grotto  is  the  tomb  of  a  pretended  Turkifh 
Saint^  and  is  adorned  with  a  cupola  raifed  above  the 
mountain.  The  Arsibs  affirm,  that  Sheik .  Haredy^ 
having  died  in  this  place,  v/as  buried  here,  and  that 
God,  by  a  particular  favour,  transformed  him  into  a 
fcrpent  that  never  dies  -,  but  heals  difeafes,  and  beftpws 
favours  on  all  Vv^ho  implore  his  aid.  it  appears,  how- 
ever, that  this  miraculous  ferpent  makes  fomxe-diftinc- 
tion  of  perfons,  and  is  much  miOre  propitious  towards 
the  great  lords  than  towards  the  inferior  people,  li 
a  Sheik  is  attacked  with  any  diforder,  the  ferpent  has 
the  complaifance  to  fuller  himfelf  to  be  carried  to  his 
houfe  ;  but  a  perfon  of  the  common  rank  muft  not  only 
fhew  a  clefire  of  his  vifiting  him,  and  make  a  vow  to 
recompenfe  himi  for  his  trouble,  but  fend  a  fpotlefs 
virgin  on  the  imiportant  emibaily  :  for  the  fair  alone  can 
have  any  inlluence  on  him  ;  and  if  her  virtue  fliould  be 
the  leafb  fuliied,  he  would  be  inexorable.  On  her  en- 
tering into  his  prefence  flie  makes  him  a  compliment, 
and  with  the  moil  humble  fubmdfTion,  intreats  him  to 
fuffer  himfelf  to  be  carried  to  the  perfon  who  v/ants 
his  aiTiftance.  The  ferpent,  who  can  refufe  nothing 
to  female  virtue,  begins  at  firlt  v/ith  movmg  its  tail  5 
the  virgin  redoubles  her  intreaties^  and  at  length  the 
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reptile  fprings  up  to  her  neck,  places  kfelf  in  her  bo- 
fom,  and  there  remains  quiet,  while  it  is  carried  in 
ilate  in  the  midilof  loud  acclamations  to  the  houfe  of 
the  perfon  who  diipatched  the  ambaffadrefs.  No  fooner 
isdt  brought  in  the  room,  than  the  patient  begins  to 
find  himfelf  relieved.  Yet  this  miraculous  phyiician 
does  not  withdraw  ^  for  he  is  ver]/ willing  to  remain 
fome  hours  with  the  patient,  if  during  the  whole  time 
they  take  care  to  regale  his  prieils,  or  his  faints,  who 
never  quit  him.  All  this  goes  on  maryellouHy  well, 
provided  no  difoeiiever  or  Chrifcian  comes  -,  for  his 
prefence  would  difturb  the  feait,  and  the  ierpent,  who 
v/ould  perceive  him,  would  immediately  difappear. 
In  vain  v/ould  they  fearch  for  him,  he  is  no  v/liere  to  be 
found ;  and  fliould  he  even  have  been  carried  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  Nile,  he  would  be  able  to  return  inviiibly  to 
the  tomb.  In  fiiort,  the  Arabs  boldly  ailert,  that  if  this 
ferpent  was  cut  in  pieces,  the  parts  would  join  again  up- 
on the  fpot,  and  that  this  attemipt  could  not  put  an  end 
to  his  life,  fmce  it  was  defcined  to  be  immortal. 

The  Chriitians,  v/ho  claim  a  fuperior  degree  of  wif- 
dom  to  the  Arabs,  very  pioufly  believe  diat  this  pre- 
tended faint  is  the  devil  himfelf,  wdio,  by  the  juit  judg- 
ment of  God  is  permitted  to  mdflead  this  blind  and  ig- 
norant people ;  and  they  are  contirm.ed  in  this  belief, 
by  a  tradition  that  it  was  to  this  place  the  Angel  Ra- 
phael banifned  the  devil  Afinodi.  But  1  am  per- 
fuaded,  that  both  the  Arabs  and  thefe  Chriftians  offend 
againft  the  rules  of  rcafon.  Before  we  confider  a  thing 
as  miraculous  or  fupernatural,  it  is  neceifary  to  be  cer- 
tain whether  the  fa6l  be  real ;  v/hether  the  circum- 
ftances  are  fuch  as  are  pretended  -,  and  v/hether  any 
fraud  is  ufed.  I  agree  that  the  ferpent  is  there  -,  it  can- 
not be  denied  -,  but  he  cannot  be  immortal :  he  un- 
undoubtedly  dies  like  other  ferpents,  and  the  priefbs 
who  draw  a  profit  from  him,  fubflitute  another  of  the 
fame  kind  in  his  room.  Were  they  indeed  to  cut  the 
ferpent  in  pieces,  and  were  the  parts  feen  to  join  again, 
it  might  be  eileemed  an  inconteilible  proof  of  its  im- 
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mortality  ^  but  they  could  never  be  brought  to  that, 
and  when  the  Emir  Akmim  ordered  them,  to  make 
this  trial  in  his  prefence^,  the  priefts  excufed  themfeves 
from  the  experiment.  The  virginity  of  the  ambalfa- 
dreis  is  fecured  by  her  being  io  young  as  to  be  free 
from  fufpicionj  and  ferpcnts  are  known  to  be  attra61:ed 
by  certain  odours  and  herbs,  with  which  the  girl  may 
be  rubbed :  at  leafl:  ilie  is  adorned  v^^ith  chapiets  and 
garlands  of  flowers,  in  which  they  take  care  not  to  for- 
get fuch  as  are  agreeable  to  the  ferpent.  In  fnort,  if 
it  be  afl^ed  how  it  is  poiilble  that  it  fhould  difappear 
from  the  fight  of  fo  many  people,  I  anUver,  that  it  is 
fufficient  to  conceive  that  thefe  priefts  are  excellent 
jugglers,  and  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  imagining 
them  capable  of  conveying  a,way  the  ferpent  m  the 
prefence  of  a  great  number  of  fpe6lators,  v/ithout  the 
moft  attentive  and  quick-fighted  being  able  to  perceive 
it :  whoever  has  feen  the  tricks  daily  played  by  the 
mountebanks  in  the  great  fquare  before  the  caflle  of 
Cairo,  muil  have  been  fhruck  with  feats  much  more 
rem.arkable  than  this.] 

On  the  17 th  we  arrived  at  Akmim,  which  is  about 
a  mile  to  the  eaft  of  the  river,  fituated  on  a  fmall  emi- 
nence that  feems  to  have  been  raifed  by  art,  and  a  canal 
from  the  Nile  encompalTes  mofb  part  of  the  town.  This 
I  fuppofe  to  be  Panopolis,  anciently  famous  for  workers 
in  ftone,  and  for  the  linen  manufadiure  ;  at  prefent  the 
inhabitants  make  coarfe  cottons.  It  is  now  the  refidence 
of  the  prince  of  Akmim,  who  enjoys  the  title  of  Emir 
or  Prince.  This  family,  two  or  three  generations  ago, 
came  from  Barbary,  and  took  fuch  me afures  as  to  become 
governors  of  a  large  territory,  by  renting  the  land,  ac- 
cording to  cuftom,  of  the  Grand  Signior.  This  re- 
fembles  the  other  towns  of  the  Arabs,  only  the  flireets 
are  wider ;  the  quoins  of  their  houfes  are  of  burnt  brick, 
but  all  the  reft  of  bricks  only  dried  in  the  fun.  Several 
pillars  of  red  granite  ftand  in  a  fquare  of  the  town,  and 
in  a  mofque  I  fav/  many  pillars  of  granite  and  other 
marble,  probably  taken  from  an  ancient  temple,  fomc 
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of  the  ruins  of  which  are  ftill  to  be  fecn.  In  the  por- 
tico of  another  mofque  is  a  piece  of  grey  granite  five 
feet  long,  and  near  two  broad;,  on  which  there  was  a 
Greek  infcription  that  has  been  almoft  entirely  erafed. 
As  I  was  recommended  to  the  Francifcan  miffionaries 
by  their  Prefe6t5  I  went  to  their  convent,  where  I  dined 
and  fupped  with  them  in  their  hall,  and  the  firfl  day 
many  of  the  Catholic  Coptics  came  to  fee  me,  there 
being  about  two  thoufand  Chriilians  in  and  about  the 
town,  and  I  was  told  that  two  hundred  of  them  are 
converts  to  the  church  of  Rome. 

While  here  I  went  with  my  friend  Malim  Soliman,  t® 
wait  on  the  prince  with  a  letter  from  Ofman  Bey,  and  a 
prefent  of  feveral  glafs  veffels.  He  was  not  dreiied  like 
an  Arab,  but  appeared  in  a  Turkifh  habit,  and  received 
me  with  great  civility.  He  is  much  beloved  by  his 
fubjeds,  particularly  the  Chriilians,  who  both  now, 
and  in  the  time  of  his  father,  have  been  on  a  good  foot- 
ing here  :  for  the  mother  of  the  prefent  prince  was  a 
Chriftian  flave,  and  never  loll:  her  regard  to  thofe  of 
that  religion  -,  and  this  prince  is  thought  to  be  much 
inclined  that  way.  The  miffionaries  at  firfl  came 
here  under  the  character  of  phyficians,  and  were  re-- 
ceived  by  this  prince's  father,  as  well  as  by  himfelf,  in- 
to their  palaces.  Some  years  ago,  the  former  was  ac- 
cufed,  to  the  government  above,  of  being  a  Chriflian, 
on  which  500  foldiers  were  fent  to  condud  him  ta 
Cairo;  but  efcapingwith  the  miffionaries  to  the  moun- 
tains, and  having  friends  at  Cairo,  the  foldiers  were 
recalled,  and  he  returned  to  his  capital :  but  about 
a  year  after  died  fuddenly,  greatly  lamented  by  his 
people. 

We  fpent  a  day  in  vifiting  fome  places  without  the 
town,  and  proceeded  three  miles  to  the  eall  of  the  un- 
inhabited convent  of  the  martyrs,  on  a  low  hill  near  the 
foot  of  a  mountain  ;  from  thence  we  went  into  a  very  nar- 
row valley  between  high  ileep  precipices,  and  in  two 
miles  came  the  convent  called  Dermadoud,which  is  one 
of  the  moil  difmal  retreats  I  ever  faw;  it  only  confifls  of 
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grottos  cut  in  the  rock,  except  a  fmall  brick  church 
that  has  ieveral  iDfcriptions  in  Coptic  on  the  piafter 
within.  From  the  convent,  a  very  narrov/  dangerous 
way,  is  cut  out  of  the  perpendicular  rock  to  a  fmall 
building  half  way  up  the  m.ountaln,  which  m.ight  be 
fom^e  hermit's  cell.  Beyond  this  monaftery.  is  a  ileep 
afcent  up  the  valley  i  and  for  half  a  mile  before  we 
came  to  the  convent  the  way  is  fo  obftructed  v/ith 
great  ftones  that  have  fallen  down  from  the  rocks,  that 
it  is  impaiTable  for  horfes.  This  may  have  been  a  re- 
treat in  times  of  perfecution,  and  be  afterwards  fre- 
quented on  account  of  the  fine  water  which  diftils  in 
drops  from  the  rocks,  and  is  the  only  water  I  met  v/ith 
in  Egypt  that  docs  not  certainly  conie  from  the  Nile. 
Near  it  are  feveral  grottos  and  little  cottages,  probably 
built  by  the  Chriilians,  who  fometimes  come  and  fpend 
a  day  here,  and  have  fervice  in  the  church.  Leaving 
this  valley,  v/e  went  to  the  weft  to  a  village  called  El- 
Gourney,  over  which  the  hills  are  cut  into  fepulchral 
grottos,  in  feveral  ftories,  about  three-quarters  of  the 
way  up  ;  fome  of  thefe  arc  fmgle  rooms ;  others  have 
two  or  three,  one  v/ithin  another  ^  they  have  moftly  three 
niches  in  themi  about  three  feet  deep,  and  three  feet 
from  the  ground,  being  cut  up  to  the  ceiling,  in  which 
they  doubtlefs  depofited  their  dead.  I  obferved  many 
bones  and  fwathes  lying  about.  Several  of  the  rooms 
were  painted  but  v/ithout  figures,  only  one  had  an  Ibis 
reprefented  in  the  ceiling,  and  fome  very  odd  figures 
on  the  fides,  particularly  a  man  tied  to  the  body  of  a 
four-footed  be  aft. 

I  alfo  v/ent  to  two  ancient  magnificent  convents  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  Nile.  On  our  pafting  through  Souad- 
gy,  a  Copti  invited  us  to  take  coffee,  and  a  collation  of 
dates,  treacle  and  bread,  and  v/ouid  not  be  refufed: 
he  therefore  laying  a  carpet  before  his  door,  we  fat 
down  and  complied  with  his  invitation.  At  our  depar- 
ture he  gencroufty  prefTed  us  to  return  and  take  a  lodg- 
ing at  his  houfe,  or  to  dine  v/ith  him  the  next  day. 
Leaving  the  town  we  faw  a  young  woman  fitting  by  the 
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v/ay-fide  unveiled,  with  brafs  ornaments  about  her 
neck.  We  palled  by  feveral  fmall  lakes  made  by  the 
overflov^ing  of  the  Nile,  covered  with  a  greater  num- 
ber of  wild  fowl  than  I  had  ever  before  fecn,  and  at 
length  came  to  the  convent,  called  Der-Embabfhai, 
which  is  furrounded  by  a  foffee  half  a  mile  in  compafs* 
The  entrances  and  quoins  of  the  building  are  of  ftone, 
and  moft  of  the  reft  of  brick.  The  gate  to  the  north 
is  adorned  v/ith  Corinthian  pilafters,  and  an  entabla- 
ture above,  with  a  relief  of  St.  George  on  each  fide; 
but  the  greateft  part  of  the  church  is  fallen  dov/n,  and 
they  nov/  only  make  ufe  of  the  eail  end,  which  is  en- 
clofed.  As  the  monks  have  no  place  to  carry  a  fiiranger 
into,  they  prepared  a  collation  for  us  in  the  weft  end  of* 
the  church,  which  they  always  do,  when  any  one  comes 
to  v/hom  they  would  ihew  extraordinary  refpedl.  We 
afterwards  walked  out  for  two  miles,  and  it  being  a 
fine  evening  when  we  returned,  we  took  the  refreih- 
ments  they  had  prepared  for  us,  feated  on  matts  abroad 
at  the  door  of  the  chapel.  They  ftuck  the  wax-lights 
of  the  church  into  their  cakes,  inftead  of  candlefticks, 
and  we  took  our  repofe  in  the  chapel.  The  next  morn- 
ing we  viewed  the  great  convent,  which  is  about  a  mile 
to  the  north,  and  built  of  hewn  ftone.  We  obferved 
feveral  remains  of  ancient  pillars,  and  ftones  of  red 
granite,  in  and  about  both  the  convents  5  {o  that  Icon- 
jedlure  the  city  of  Crocodilipolis,  mentioned  by  Pto- 
lemy, was  here,  and  the  people  have  a  tradition,  that 
a  large  city  extended  one  monaftery  to  the  other. 
There  are  great  marks  of  magnificence  in  both  the 
churches,  and  thefe  convents  were  doubtlefs  ere^led  on 
the  firft  eftablifliment  of  Chriftianity  in  Egypt,  they 
being  built  according  to  the  architedure  of  the  Greeks 
after  it  began  to  decline  :  and  as  I  faw  a  fculpture  of 
an  eagle  with  a  crofs  before  it,  and  another  eagle  on  a 
crown,  they  made  me  conje6lure,  that  this  great  con- 
vent was  eredled  by  the  emprefs  Helena.  The  churches 
of  both  the  convents  are  built  after  the  lame  model, 
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with  columns  of  the  Corinthian  order,  but  not  exe- 
cuted in  the  bell  manner  ;  leveral  of  them  have  a  crofs 
inilead  of  the  rofe  in  the  capital.  Tlie  priefts  of  the 
great  convent  entertained  us  with  coffee,  and  offered 
to  kill  a  ffieep,  if  we  would  ftay  and  dine  3  but  we  pro- 
ceeded through  clouds  of  duff  to  Akmim  j  for  the  wind 
being  high,  it  raifed  the  fands  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
we  could  fee  no  farther  before  us,  than  if  we  had  been 
in  a  thick  fog ,  and  it  v/as  fo  troublefome  to  our  eyes, 
that  we  fliould  rather  have  chofen  the  moft  ftormv 
weather,  attended  v/ith  rain. 

I  was  at  Akmim  at  Chriftmas,  and  fat  up  alm^oit  all 
the  night  of  the  eve  of  that  fefcival  to  fee  tlxe  Copti 
ceremonies  in  the  Roman  church  -,  tor  though  they 
are  converts  to  the  church  of  Rome,  thev  retain  their 
own  ceremonies,  and  only  make  fomc  fev/  alterations 
in  part  of  their  prayers.  As  foon  as  the  fervice  was 
ended,  which  was  not  before  day,  I  had  a  m^effage 
from  Malim  S oilman,  that  I  muft:  pafs  the  whole  day 
with  him  -,  accordingly  I  went  to  his  houfe,  and  coffee 
being  ferved,  we  all  found  it  neceffary  to  take  fome 
reft,  on  account  of  the  fatig-ue  of  the  precedinof  niQ-ht. 
At  noon  agreat  dinner  was  ferved  up  inanopenfummer- 
houfe.  There  were  twenty-five  dillies,  which  moftly 
confifced  of  rich  foups,  and  a  fort  of  ragoos,  to  v/hich 
were  added,  pigeons  and  fowls  Huffed  with  rice,  and 
roafh  lamb.  I  w^as  the  only  perfon  at  the  table  ferved 
with  a  plate,  or  that  had  a  knife  and  fork  :  his  fons-in- 
law,  with  fome  otliers  of  his  relations,  w^aited  at  table  j 
for  fo  great  a  fubordinaticn  is  obferved  throuizhouc  all 
the  eafc,  with  regard  to  different  degrees  and  fta- 
tions,  that  ions  and  inferior  relations,  never  fit  before 
their  parents,  unlefs  they  are  feverai  times  defired  to 
do  it.  FiriL,  a  very  rich  dram^  was  ferved,  and  at  din- 
ner fome  wine,  of  which  1  had  made  him  a  prefent, 
was  given  round.  After  we  had  drank  coffee,  we  walked 
out  (;f  the  tov/n  to  fee  his  garden,  where  we  had  coffee 
again,  and  then  returned  to  his  houfe.  After  fupper 
he  afked  me   if  1  would  lie   ther^  or  at  thr convent. 
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Thus  the  day  v/as  paiTecl  in  tlie  manner  of  a  Turkidi 
Fiiit;  every  thirLp- being  far  beyond  whatever  the  Arabs 
pretend  to. 

I  alfo  y/ent  a  fecond  time  to  fee  the  priace,  who  faid 
he  wondered  he  had  feen  me  but  once  ;  he  even  defired 
me  to  make  his  houfe  my  own,  and  to  command  what 
1  pieafed. 

I  here  agreed  for  a  boat  and  four  men  to  go  up  with 
me  to  the  cataraft^  and  back  again,  paying  them  about 
tiie  value  of  half  a  crown  a  day,  with  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  corn  and  lentils  by  the  month,  and  finding  them 
in  coffee.  Indeed  I  afterwards  found  that  they  expeded 
to  have  a  iliare  of  every  thing  I  had  :  for  it  is  the  na- 
ture of  the  Arabs  to  defire  whatever  they  fee.  When 
we  had  agreed,  the  Coptis  who  were  prefent,  accord- 
ing to  their  cuftom,  faid  a  prayer.  Malim  Soliman;,  and 
fome  other  friends,  attended  me  to  the  boat,  and  his 
fervants  brouQ-ht  me  a  urefent  of  a  large  bafi^et  of 
bread,  fomc  fine  cakes,  and  a  fheep.  At  parting,  the 
Coptis  faid  a  prayer,  and  wifned  me  a  lafe  return,  that 
we  might  again  pray  together, 

I  left  Akmim  on  the  aSth  of  December,  and  in 
ibme  time  came  to  Menilieech,  a  poor  ill-built  town, 
about  a  mile  in  compafs;  but  to  the  fouth  of  it  there 
are  confiderable-ruins  of  a  great  city.  It  is  furrounded 
by  a  foiieej  and  all  along  by  the  river  are  confiderable 
ruins  of  a  quay,  built  with  fhort  piers  to  receive  the 
boats  into  docks,  where  they  might  be  iheltered  from 
the  weather,  and  in  one  part  it  is  built  in  a  femdcircle, 
A^ith  flights  of  ileps  in  diiTerent  parts.  Among  the 
ruins  I  obferved  feveral  pedeftals,  cornices,  an  1  pieces 
of  granite.  This  feems  to  have  been  Ptolemais,  men- 
tioned by  Strabo,  as  the  greatell  city  in  the  Thebaid. 
The  prince  of  Akmim  having  written  to  an  ofricer  of 
the  town  to  give  mt  {'oniQ  letters  for  AlTouan,  I  v/aited 
on  him  with  a  prefent  of  rice  and  foap,  which  are  here 
acceptable  :  he  entertained  me  very  civilly  at  his  houfe, 
and  gave  me  letters  to  his  friends  at  AiTouan.  I  after- 
wards went  to  fee  the  mafher  of  the  vefTel  in  which  I 
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came  from  Cairo,  who  had  invited  me  to  his  houfe. 
He  entertained  me  with  coffee,  and  a  hot  fharab,  as 
they  call  it,  made  with  fugar  and  ginger  -,  but  people 
of  fuperior  rank  ufe  cinnamon,  and  drink  it  like  tea. 
We  fat  round  a  pan  of,  coals,  and  three  Mahometans 
fiinp-  Arabian  font's,  be atino;  time  with  their  hands,  and 
playing  on  a  tarnbour. 

[I  went  to  the  bazar,  and  found  it  better  furniilied 
than  thofe  I  had  met  with  eifewhere.  Indeed  the 
barques  ufually  flopping  here,  contribute  to  render 
this  a  place  of  trade,  and  comimcdities  are  brought  thi- 
ther every  market  day,  becaufe  the  people  are  always 
fure  of  felling  them.  This  place  is  famous  for  a  fort 
offweetmeat,  m.ade  here  in  great  quantities,  of  which 
the  Turks  and  Arabs  are  very  fond.  There  are  here 
great  numbers  of  very  handfome  pigeon  houfes.  The 
town  has  a  mofque,  and  likewife  a  viery  large  church- 
yard, where  one  may  obferve  the  different  monuments 
with  which  they  honour  the  memory  of  the  dead. 
This  laft  diilintcion  it  owes  to  the  height  of  its  fitua- 
tion,  which  induces  the  people  to  bring  thither  the 
dead  of  all  the  neighbouring  places,  that  they  may  not 
be  expofed  to  the  annual  inundation  of  the  Nile.  As  I 
was  vv^alking  in  the  bazar,  I  miCt  v/ith  two  of  their  pre- 
tended faints,  whom  the  market  had  drawn  thither  : 
they  were  entirely  naked,  andran  like  madmen  through 
the  ftreets,  fhaking  their  heads,  and  crying  out  with 
all  their  might.  A  courtezan  was  alfo  there  \  her 
face  and  bofom.  ivas  unveiled,  and  her  fhift  was  white, 
whereas  that  of  other  women  is  blue.  Her  head, 
neck,  arms,  and  legs,  were  adorned  with  abundance  of 
trinkets  \  but  sll  thefe  embellifnments  did  not  cliarac- 
terife  her  fo  well  as  her  impudent  air,  and  lafcivious 
gefhires.  One  v/ould  think,  that  thefe  fort  of  women 
mufl,  in  all  countries,  have  a  common  mark  of  dif- 
tinction :  this  however  had  an  extraordinary  one, 
wnich  v/as,  that  (he  infinitely  exceeded  all  others  in 
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The  Chrlftian  Coptis,  as  alfo  the  profeiytes  de  Pro- 
o-ao-anda  have  in  this  town,  and  even  through  all  the 
dominions  of  the  Prince  of  Akmrm,  very  great  privi- 
leges :  they  are  not  afraid  here  to  ftrike  a  Muffeiman  ; 
though  in  other  places  they  cannot  do  without  running 
the  rifque  of  being  murdered.] 

The  next  day  we  purfued  our  voyage,  and  after 
fome  time  had  high  rocky  hills  to  the  eaft,  that  are 
almofh  perpendicular,  in  which  there  are  many  grot- 
tos. We  foon  reached  Girge,  onthev/efc;  this  is  the 
capital  of  Said  or  Upper  Egypt ;  it  is  near  two  miles  in 
compafs,  and  is  pretty  well  built.  The  Sangiack  or 
Governor  of  Upper  Egypt  refides  here.  I  went  to  the 
convent  of  the  the  Francifcan  MiiTionaries,  who  pafs 
for  phyficians,  but  have  privately  a  church,  and  about 
150  converts;  but  they  are  frcquenr.ly  in  great  danger 
from  the  infolence  of  the  foldi'ers,  fo  that  they  have 
been  two  or  three  times  forced  to  fly,  and  their  houfe 
has  been  plundered.  I  was  conduced  by  one  of  the 
Fathers  to  the  Caimacam  of  the  town,  who  is  chief 
Governor  in  the  abfence  of  the^  Bey,  and  being  in  a 
dropfy,  had  him  called  in  to  vifit  him.  I  inewed  this 
great  man  the  letter  I  had  from  Ofman  Bey  to  the  San- 
giack of  Girge,  and  having  made  him  a  prefent.of 
two  boxes  of  French  prunellas,  he  gave  me  a  letter  to 
Affouan,  near  the  catarad:.  We  then  went  to  the  Aga 
of  the  Janizaries,  who  was  according  to  their  cuilom., 
fitting  under  the  gateway  leading  to  his  houfe.  PJe  re- 
'Ceived  us  with  much  civility,  he  having  been  one  of 
the  Father's  patients,  and  giving  me  four  letters,  I  fent 
him  the  fame  prefent  I  had  made  the  Caimacam.  Af- 
terw^ards  we  waited  on  a  Turk,  who,  I  was  inforiPxcd, 
had  fome  fuperior  command  over  the  Janizaries  of  the 
caftle  of  Aflbuan  3  to  him  I  gave  a  letter  from  the 
Prince  of  Akmim,  and  to  the  prefent  I  made  the 
others,  added  a  large  baflcet  of  rice.  He  did  not  give 
us  a  very  polite  reception ;  but  wondered  why  the 
Franks  vifited  the  catarafts,  and  afked,  if  I  had  a  watch 
to  fell  i    which  was  an  intimation  that  he   wanted  one 
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for  a  prefcnt:  however^  on  his  feeing  what  I  had 
brought^  lie  ordered  me  a  letter,  which  he  laid  would 
protc6t  me  as  far  as  the  three  caftles,  that  is  to  the  end 
of  the  Grand  Signior's  dominions. 

On  the  ^ift  I  ftt  forward  in  the  boat  from  Girge, 
with  an  Aleppine  of  the  Roman  Greek  church,  who 
lived  in  the  convent  ofFurihout,  and  paiTed  by  the 
large  ifle  of  Domes,  fo  called  from  a  tree  of  that  name, 
wicli  which  it  abounds.  1  now  iiril  faw  large  floats  of 
earthenware  -,  thefe  are  about  60  feet  long,  and  30 
wide  ;  they  being  a  frame  of  palm  boughs  tied  toge- 
ther about  four  ftet  deep,  on  which  they  place  a  layer 
of  large  jars  with  their  miouths  upperm_oil  j '  on  tliefe 
they  make  another  floor,  and  then  put  on  another 
layer  of  jars,  and  fo  a  third,  which  iail  are  fo  difpoied 
as  to  trim  the  float,  and  leave  room  for  the  men  to  go 
between.  On  each  fide  they  have  four  long  poles, 
with  which  they  direct  its  motion  down  the  river. 

On  tht  3d  of  January,  the  wind  not  favouring  us, 
we  flopped  at  a  place  about  three  miles  from  Furiliout. 
We  mounted  on  ailes  without  bridles,  and  only  apiece 
of  coarfe  cloth  tied  on  the  back  for  a  faddle  -,  but  the 
Prefident  of  the  convent  having  notice  of  our  arrivalj^ 
foon  met  us  with  horfes,  on  which  v/e  rode  into  Fur- 
ihout,  which  is  a  poor  ill  built  ruinous  town,  about  a 
mile  round.  Yet  here  refides  the  Great  Sheik,  vv^ho  is 
governor  of  all  the  country  on  the  weft,  almoil  as  far 
as  Affouan.  The  adjacent  country  is  very  pie afant,  all 
the  roads  to  tov/n  being  planted  with  acacia-trees. 
Kere  the  Francifcan  Miifionaries  have  a  convent  un- 
der the  name  of  phyiicians,  and  have  a  large  faloon 
where '  they  receive  their  company,  which  in  private 
fervcs  for  a  chapel.  I  waited  on  the  Shiek's  Secretary, 
with  a  prefent  of  five  or  hx  pounds  of  coffee  -,  in  return 
he  fent  a  ii'^^e  iheep  to  the  convent  to  entertain  me 
with,  and  introduced  me  to  the  Sheik,  v/ho  was  in  the 
Arab  drefs,  hrting  in  a  corner  of  his  room  by  a  pan  of 
coals  :  he  rofe  on  my  entrance,  and  on  my  leaving  him 
I  gave  him  three  letters,  and  my  fervant  brought  in  my 
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prefent,    which  confiiled  of  two  boxes 'of  prunellas^ 
two  of  other  fweatmeats,  and  fome  gUfs  veifels.     He 
aflved  where  I  intended  to  go  ?  I  toid  him  to  the  cata- 
ra6l.     He   replied^  with  a  good  natured  fmile^  that  a 
boat  of  Franks  lately  went  up  -,    and  that  the  people 
faid  they  came  to  difcover  the  way  into  the  country, 
in  order  to  return  and  take  it,  and  then  de fired  to  knov^ 
what  I  wanted  to  fee?    I  told  him  the   ruined  cities. 
He  obferved  that  we  had  not  fuch  ruins  in  England, 
and  afked  whether,  if  they  iliould  go  into  our  country, 
wc  would  permit  them  to  fee  every  thing;  adding,  that 
he  would  give  me  letters  and  a  man  to  go  with  me  i  fo 
that  I  might  be  allured  I  fhould  travel  fecurely.     I  af- ' 
terwards  went  to  fee  the  Sheik's  garden,  which  in  the 
middle  was   planted  with  vines,  and  in  the  other  parts 
like   an  orchard,  with  orange,    lem.on,  acacia,  palms 
and  other  trees.     On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  Janu- 
ary the  Secretary  came  to  the  convent,  where  he  had 
his  carpet  laid,  and  fending  to  his  houfe  for  coffee  and 
other  refrefnments,    we   breakfaflied  together,  and  at 
about  ten  J  dined  with  the  Fathers ;  the  Secretary  eat- 
in  g  the  dinner  he  had  ordered  for  himfelf  in  another 
part  of  the  convent,  fome  of  which  he  fent  to  us,  he 
not  being  accuilomed  to  fit  at  a  table.     After  w^hich 
we  all  {tt  out  tog'ether  to  go  to  the  boat.  The  friendly 
Secretary  fent  me  a  prefcnt  of  a  large  fheep  alive,  with 
bread  and  fugar-canes,  and  at  about  two  in  the  after- 
noon, we  fet  fail. 

On  the  9th,  about  midnight,  we  arrived  at  Dende- 
ra,  vvhichis  fur  rounded  v/ith  v>^oods,  and  fituated  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  river  ';  and  did  not  chufe  to  go 
much  about,  on  account  of  its  being  the  fiift  day  of 
the  s:reat  Turkifh  feaft  Bairam,  after  the  conclufion 
of  their  mionth  of  failing.  Some  of  our  men  w^ent  to 
the  mofque  in  agownofwhite  cotton  fewed  up  before,  a 
habit  of  ceremony  worn  in  thofe  parts;  and  pofiiblv 
the  ufe  of  the  furplice  might  take  its  rife  from  this,  as 
a  veil  of  ceremony  v/orn  Vv'hen  they  went  any  where  in 
hig-h  drefs.     Flavinf^  letters  to  two  Mahometans  here 
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I  carried  them  feme  fmall  prefentS;,  and  they  recom- 
mended me  to  the  Governor^,  who  fent  his  brother  with 
m-e  to  Amara^,  which  lies  about  a  league  to  the  fouch, 
where  are  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Tentyra.  The  in- 
habitants were  great  worfiiippcrs  of  Venus  and 
Ifis,  to  each  of  whom  they  built  a  temple.  Fromi  the 
many  heaps  of  ruins  that  are  fetn  here,  the  city  ap- 
pears to  have  been  lar^e:,  and  to  have  been  much  fre- 
quented fmce  the  time  of  its  ancient  fplendor.  People 
feem  to  have  lived  in  the  temples,  and  to  have  built 
their  houfes  of un burnt  brick  near  them  ;  in  particular, 
there  are  feveral  on  the  top  of  the  great  temple,  v/hich 
is  200  fcti  long,  and  45  broad.  The  chief  remains 
of  the  ancient  buildings  are  very  neareach  other.  Thefe 
are  two  gates  and  four  temples,  that  feem  to  have  a 
relation  to  each  other.  The  grand  temple  already  men- 
tioned, appears  entire  ;  only  fome  apartments,  which 
feem  to  have  been  at  the  top,  are  deilroyed,  and  fix 
or  feven  of  the  rooms  below  are  filled  up.  There  are 
ten  flights  of  fteps  to  the  top,  and  the  pillars  are  adorn- 
ed with  large  capitals  of  the  head  of  Ifis,  and  over  them 
compartments  in  balTo  relievo  of  excellent  fculpture, 
iineiy  executed,  in  the  bell  taile  and  workmanlhip  of 
any  I  have  fecn.  in  Egypt  j  each  capital  confifting  of 
four  fuch  faces,  one  on  each  fide,  with  the  compart- 
ments of  relief  over  them:  and  I  conclude  that  they 
muft  have  been  executed  by  one  of  the  beft  Greek  fculpt- 
ors.  At  the  end  of  the  grand  room  are  four  fhories  of 
hieroglyphics  in  feven  compartments,  each  having  two 
or  three  human  fio-ures,  feme  of  which  are  defaced. 
There  are  alfo  four  florics  of  hieroglyphics  on  the  out- 
fide  :  and  probably,  before  the  ground  v/as  railed,  there 
were  five  both  within  and  without.  On  the  outfide  of 
the  fouth  end  are  cut  five  coloffal  figures  together,  and 
tv/o  more  beautiful  than  the  refl:,  at  each  corner.  Round 
the  top  of  the  edifice  are  feveral  fpouts,  with  an  arna- 
ment  over  them  of  the  head  and  fhoulders  of  the, 
fphynx.     This  was,  doubtlefs,  the  temple  of  Ifis. 
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I-iaving  With  the  greatelt  fatisfa6lion  viewed  tliefe 
fine  remains  of  antiquity,  1  returned  to  the  town.  At 
parting  my  friends  lent  me  a  prefent  of  a  lamb;  and' 
the  Governor's  brother  came  to  the  boat  for  his  pre- 
fenc,  which  was  a  baiket  of  rice,  fome  coffee  and 
foap. 

We  nov/  purfued  our  voyage  Vv^ith  a  fair  vvind,  and 
paffed  by  the  canal  that  goes  to  the  city  of  Coptos, 
v/hich  is  at  prefent  remarkable  for  making  the  bcft 
earthen  ware  in  Egypt,  it  being  very  light,  and  much 
efbeemed  :  but  they  could  never  be  prevailed  on  to" 
make  the  vafes  with  broad  bottomiS,  that  they  might 
ftand  without  danger  of  falling ;  fo  that  the  people  are 
obliged  to  fet  them  in  wooden  frames. 

A  little  higher  up  on  the  weft,  we  paiTed  by  Etoue- 
rat,  where  are  made  thofe  large  jars  that  are  carried 
vlown  the  ftreams  on  floats,  on  v/hich  we  faw  people 
placing  them  for  the  voyage. 

A  little  farther  we  came  up  with  Kept,  a  village  at 
fome  diftance  from  the  river.  This  was  the  ancient 
Coptos,  which  is  inhabited  both  by  the  Egyptians  and 
Arabians ;  for  the  Nile  below  the  city  running  to  the 
weft,  this  was  the  firfc  convenient  place  for  carrying 
on  the  trade  to  the  Red  Sea,  the  river  being;  nearer  to 
it  here  than  at  any  other  place  belov/  :  and  this,  vv-ith  th6 
difficult  navigation  of  the  Red  Sea  ro  the  north,  caufed 
the  trade  for  the  merchandifss  of  India  and  Arabia  to 
to  take  this  channel.  In  the  early  ages  of  Chriftianity 
this  city  became  famous  for  the  great  refort  of  chrifti--- 
ans' to  it  in  times  of  perJecution  ;  and  this  is  the  firil 
rife  of  the  name  of  Coptis,  which  it  is  faid  the  Maho- 
metans gave  in  derifion  to  the  Chriftians  of  Egypt. 

At  leng-th,  comino-  to  the  port  of  Cous,  we  rode 
tv^o  miles  throuph  a  flat  ccuntrv  full  of  dome-tres 
to  that  miiferable  town  built  of  unburnt  brick.  It  was 
th^  ancient  Apollinopolis,  and  is  fituatedi  on  an  artifi- 
®ial  eminence  ,  but  there  are  no  remains  except  of  one 
fmali  temple,  on  which  is  a  Greek  infer ipti on  in  he-- 

VOL.     V.  I 
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nour  of  Apollo,  and  the  other  Deities  worfliipped  in  it^ 
While  I  was  viewing  this  temple;  one  of  the  great 
Sheik's  ofiicer£>  in  a  Turkish  drefs,  came  and  aflced 
me  with  much  civility  to  drink  coffee ;  but  it  being  late 
I  declined  the  invitation.  I  afterwards  w^nt  to  the  great 
Sheik's  Secretary,  to  be  introduced  by  him  to  his  maf- 
ter,  and  made  him.  a  fmali  prefent.  V/e  fat  dow^n  on 
a  mat  in  -the  open  court,  where  our  horfes  were  tied  3. 
and  I  was  treated  v/ith  very  indifrerent  hvCy  confifiing 
of  an  ill  tailed  feedj  mixed  with  oil,  onions,  bread  and 
■water;  our  entertainment  concluded  with  coffee.  After 
which  liie  went  with  me  to  theSheik,v/hom  v/e  found  laid 
down  to  take  his  repofe  on  a  fopha,  in  a  fmiall  room, 
dreffed  in  a  kind  of  blue  fhirt  over  fome  other  gar- 
ments>  with  one  of  his  ofiicers  fitting  by  him.  I  went 
xip  to  the  fopha,  and  delivered  miy  letters  from  the  PrincQ 
of  Akmim,  and  an  ofEcer  of  the  Janizaries  at  Girge, 
and  then  my  prefent,  as  ufual,  was  laid  before  him, 
v/hich  confiited  of  a  bag  of  rice,  leaf  tobacco,  Joppa 
foap,  and  a  pair  of  red  ihoes.  Then  letting  him  know  that 
I  defired  a  letter  to  fee  the  antiquities  of  Carnack  and 
Loxerein,  he  ordered  it  to  be  wrote,  and  defired  me  to 
go  and  drink  coffee  with  the  Secretary.  But  I  went 
on  board,  leaving  my  interpreter  to  bring  the  letters  ; 
oil  which  the  Secretary  fent  me  a  prefent  of  a  fheep. 
The  Sheik  let  me  know,  by  my  interpreter,  that  he 
advifed  me  to  fee  Carnack  and  Luxeretn  now,  and  not 
as  I  propofed,  at  my  return;  for  asdie  was  going  to  en- 
camp there,  I  fhould  fee  every  thing  with  the  greater 
fafety. 

I  very  readily  complied  with  this  advice,  and  on  the 
1 2th  proceeded  v/ith  a  man  the  Sheik  had  fent  to  con- 
dud  me  ;  and  flopping  oppofite  to  Zenieh,  where  the 
Sheik  of  Carnack  has  his  refidence,  I  the  next  day 
•went  to  that  Sheik  v/ith  a  letter  I  had  from  hisfuperior, 
'And  the  Sheik  of  Fourfnout,  and,  making  him  a  pre- 
sent, he  treated  me  very  civilly,  and  fent  me  a  fheep 
in  return.  I  now  went  to  Carnack,  which  is  part  of 
the  an-slent  Thebes,  v/here  there  are  ruins  of  a  moil 
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magnificent  temple  :  but  on  my  beginning  to  m^afure 
the  firft  orate  I  came  to,  the  man  the  Sheik  of  Foiirflioiit 
had  fent  with  me,  who  had  no  authority  here,  told  me 
I  mufc  not  venture  to  do  fo,  without  the  perrniffion  of 
the  great  Sheik,  who  had  encamped  near  the  river  ; 
on  v/hich,  ordering  him  to  condu61:  me  to  him,  he 
brought  me  to  the  village  of  Carnack,  v/here  I  found 
the  Sheik  I  had  been  with  in  the  morning,  who  freely 
gave  me  leave  to  mcafure  and  write  clown  what  I  pie afed, 
on  which  I  returned  to  the  temple  -,  the  Sheik  himfelf 
ftaid  v/ith  me  there  two  or  three  hours,  and  the  people  of 
the  village  feeing  me  meafuring  camiC  about  m.e.  I  dined 
in  the  temple  3  and  having  ordered  my  boat  to  lie  near 
the  Sheik's  camip,  I  in  the  evening  waited  on  him  in 
his  tent,  on  which  he  invited  me  to  fup  with  his  fecre^ 
tary  i  but  I  cxcufed  myfelf,  and  returned  to  my  boac^ 
accompanied  by  the  fecretary,  who,  coming  on  boards 
partook  of  fome  refrefhments.  Thefe  encampments 
are  in  the  regular  manner  o^  an  army  :  in  the  middle 
was  the  large  green  tent  of  the  Sheik's,  who  fat  in  a 
corner  of  it,  accompanied  by  three  or  four  of  his  of- 
ficers. In  this  manner  they  encamp  about  their  terri- 
tories to  get  their  tributes,  v/hich  are  paid  in  kind.  I 
continued  here,  and  had  the  liberty  of  vjev/ing  the 
temple  as  oftenas  I  pleafed  ;  the  men  conftantly  dref- 
flno;  my  dinner  in  the  boat,  and  brin^'ino-  it  to  the 
temple.  The  cavalcade  belonging  to  the  Sheik  one 
day  paiTmg  by,  a  great  number  of  perfons  rode  into  the 
temple,  and  talked  to  me  3  I  was  alfo  once  vifited  there 
by  the  Sheik*s  fon  of  the  place,  who  conducl-ed  me  to 
a  part  of  the  temxple  inhabited  by  women  ;  and,  givino- 
them  notice  to  keep  out  of  the  way,  I  went  in  and 
viewed  it.  One  day  likewife,  the  Caia,  or  firft  officer 
of  the  Sheik,  came  and  dined  v/itli  me,  and  I  made 
him  a  prefent^  whicii  he  returned,  by  fending  me  a 
lamb- 

[The  great  and  famous  city  of  Tliebes  was  on  both 
fides  of  the  river ;  according  to  fom.e,  it  was  built  by 
Ouris,  and  according  to  others,  by  Bufiris  the  Seca.nd,l 
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who  appointed  its  circuit;  adorned  it  with  magnificent 
buildings,  and  rendered  it  not  only  the  mod  opulent 
city  of  Egypt,  but  of  the  whole  world.  It  v/as  called 
Diofpolis,  or  the  city  of  Jupiter,  and  afterwards  it  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Thebes.  Its  opulence  and  power 
were  every  where  known,  and  Homer  thus  fpeaks  of 
it : 

Not  ali  proud  Thebes'  unrival'd  walls  contain. 
The  world's  great  emprefs  on  th'  Egyptian  plain. 
That  fpreads  her  conquelts  o'er  a  thoufand  ftates. 
And  pours  her  heroes  ihrough  a  hundred  gates. 
Two  hundred  horfemen,  and  two  hundred  cars. 
From  each  vyide  portal  iiluing  to  the  wars. 

Pope.. 

Diodorus  fays,  ^^  We  have  heard  that  not  only  this 
king;,  but  many  of  his  fucceiibrs  were  ambitious  to 
improve  the  city  with  prefents  of  gold  and  filver,  with 
ivory,  and   a  multitude   of  colofial  Hatues,  and  that 
there  was  no  city  under  the  fun,  fo  adorned  with  obe- 
liilis  of  one  entire  fione.     Of  four  temples  that  were 
of  an  amazing  fize  and  beauty,  there  v*^as  one  the  mofl 
ancient  of  all,  whofc  circumference  v/as  thirteen  fcadia, 
its  height  forty-five   cubits,  and   the  thicknefs   of  its 
walls  twenty-four  feet.     The  buildings,  indeed,  have 
rem.ained  to  modern  timies ;  but  the  gold  and  filver, 
and  all  the  couly  ivory  and  precious  fliones,  were  pil- 
laged by  the  Perfians,  Vv-hen  Cambyfes  fee  fire  to  the 
rempies  of  Egypt.     'Tis  faid,  that  the  Perfians  having 
transferred  this  opulence  to  Afia,  and,  having  carried 
arrifts  with  them  from  Egypt,  built  thofe  magnificent 
palaces.  Per fepolis,  Sul^t,  and  others  in  Media.     So 
great,  they  fay,  were  the  riches  of  Egypt  at  that  time, 
that  from  the  rubbilh,'  after  plundering  and  burning, 
was  taken  more  than  -^co  talents  of  oold,  and  of  filver 
2300  talents." 

The  hundred  gates  above  m.entioned,  are  commonly 
thought  to  have  been  the  s;ates  of  the  cityi  but  there 
are  no  figns  of  walls  round  it,  nor  v/ere  wailed  towns 
couimon  in  Egypt :  hov/ever,  as  it  is  obferved,  that 
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two  hundred  armed  chariots  could  be  fent  out  of  them, 
others  rather  fuppofe  them  to  belong  to  the  palaces  of 
the  princes  and  great  men,  who  could  on  an  emergency- 
fend  chariots  to  the  war.  Of  the  four  remarkable 
temples,  that  which  I  now  viewed  was  doubtlefs  that 
menuoned  by  Diodorus  Sicuius,  as  of  a  mod  extra-, 
ordinary  fize;  the  ruins  of  this  flupendous  building  ex- 
tending near  half  a  mile  in  length  ;  the  defcription  he 
here  gives  of  the  height  and  thicknefs  of  the  wall  has 
been  thought  to  be  very  extravagant,  and  beyond  all 
the  rules  of  probability,  yet  it  will  appear  to  any  one 
who  examines  the  remains  of  this  temple,  that  in  both 
thefe  refpeds  they  in  fome  parts  exceed  the  account 
given  by  Diodorus. 

To  this  temple  there  are  no  lefs  than  eight  grand  en- 
trances, to  three  of  which  were   avenues  of  a  great 
length  between  fphynxes,  placed  on  each  fide,  two  of 
them  have  fixty  of  thefe  flatues  on  each  hand.     After 
this,  at  one  of  the  entrances,  you  come  to  four  grand 
gates,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  behind  ea^h  other,  in 
a  dire61:  line  to  the  temple  -,  they  are  about  ^^  feet  deep, 
in  length  150,  and,  before  the  ground  was  railed,  mull 
have  been  from  50  to  60  feet  high.     Thefe  ftru6tures 
lefTen  every  way  from  the  bottom  to  the  top,  like  a 
pyramid.   The  firfh  of  them  is  of  red  granite  finely  po- 
lifhed,  and  beautifully  adorned  v/iih  hieroglyphics,   in 
four  feries  without,  from  the  top  downwards,  and  three 
on  the  infide,  in  each  of  which  are  the  figures  of  two 
men  bigger  than  the   life,  of  exquifite  workmanfhip  : 
farther  on  each  fide  are  coloffal  figures  about  fifteen 
feet  high,  with  hieroglyphics  under  them ;  and  in  this 
latter  manner  the  other  gates  are  adorned,  but  without 
the  compartments.  On  each  fide  of  thefe  gates  there  alfo 
feem  to  have  been  coloffal  ftatues.  On  the  outfide  of  the 
firfc  is  a  ftatue  of  red  granite  on  one  fide,  and  on  the 
otiier  a  ftatue  of  a  kind  of  granite  that  feems  compofed 
of  fmall  pebbles  ;  one    alfo  remains   within  of  white 
marble,  without  the  head.     On  mcafuring.the  head  of 
one  of  them,  I  found  it  five  feet  fix  inches  long.  The 
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ntxtg2Lte  is  very  much  ruined,  and  has  only  two  ftorieg 
of  coiofTal  figures  to  the  fouth,  and  one  to  the  north. 
The  third  gate  has  hieroglyphics  all  round,  and  colol- 
fal  figures  of  men  ;  and  here  are  remains  of  a  ilatae  of 
white  marble,  the  head  of  which  has  a  ferpent  on  its 
cafque  ;  this  head  m.eafured  four  feet  and  a  half  from 
the  top  to  the  lower  part  of  the  neck.  The  fourth 
gate  is  now  a  heap  of  ruins,  before  which  are  fome 
pieces  of  a  ftatue  of  red  granite,  the  trunk  of  which  I 
found  to  be  feven  feet  and  a  half  broad.  To  the  eaft  of 
this  gate,  before  the  main  building,  is  a  large  pond, 
that  was  probably  a  refervoir  of  the  Nile  water,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  temple.  The  Greeks  gave  to  thefe  gate- 
ways the  name  of  ante-gates,  or  veftibules.  From  them 
walls  were  built,  that  not  only  extended  to  the  other 
gates,  to  maake  the  entire  enclofure  of  the  temple,  but 
to  enclofe  particular  courts  between  the  gates  and  that 
ilrudture. 

There  is  another  fuperb  entrance,  about  150  paces 
to  the  Vv^eil,  with  the  fame  kind  of  avenue  of  fphynxes 
leading  to  a  gatev/ay,  and  all  the  reft  have  the  appear- 
ance of  extraordinary  magnificence.  The  grand  en- 
trance to  the  v/efl,  which  may  be  called  either  a  gat£ 
or  a  front  to  the  great  court  before  the  temple,  is  ex- 
tremely noble,  and  yet  has  the  greateil  plainncfs  and 
fimpHcity,  without  any  hieroglyphics  or  other  orna- 
ments, and  very  nearly  refembles  what  v/e  term  the 
ruflic  ;  it  is  forty  feet  broad,  the  bottom  being  a  folid 
wail  of  that  thicknefs.  In  the  front  are  two  ftorics  of 
fmall  windows  ;  but  the  upper  ilory  is  ruined  in  many 
parts,  that  at  a  diftance  it  refembles  battlements. 

Wiuhin  this  gate  is  a  large  open  court,  with  a  ter- 
race eighty  feet  broad,  and  fix  feet  above  the  ground, 
as  it  is  now  raifed,  to  which  I  fuppofe  there  v/ere  fleps 
up  fiDm  the  colonadc  that  is  on  each  fide  of  this  ante- 
temple.  Thefe  pillars  have  fquare  capitals ;  and  on 
each  fide  of  the  middle  walk  to  the  inner  part  of  the 
temple,  there  was  a  very  grand  colonade  of  pillars^ 
above  forty  feet  high,  and  eight  feet  in  diameter,  with,^ 
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large  capitals  like  vafes  worked  with  figures  in  lines  ; 
at  the  farther  end  of  thefe  pillars  are  two  coloiTai  fta- 
tues  of  red  granite,  much  mutilated  and  the  heads 
broken  off. 

The  wall  of  the  inner  temple,  though  much  ruined, 
has  more  grandeur  and  magnificence  than  to  be  found 
in  any  other  building  I  ever  faw:  the  door  is  very  high, 
and  yet  in  a  jufi:  proportion,  and  the  walls  on  each  fide 
are  adorned  with  beautiful  hieroglyphics  and  figures  of 
men  in  fix  compartments,  above  nine  feet  high  and 
twelve  wide,  every  compartment  having  the  figures 
of  three  men.  On  entering  the  inner  temple  you  find 
fixteen  rows  of  columns  one  way,  and  eighteen  ano- 
ther. The  two  middle  rows  are  eleven  fcti  in  diame- 
ter, the  others  eight,  with  only  capitals  of  fquare  fbone. 
Above  the  middle  rows  the  temple  was  higher  than  in 
the  other  parts,  having  a  fort  of  windows  over  the  fpacc 
between  every  two  pillars,  with  twelve  lattices  of  flone 
in  each.  Every  part  of  this  temple,  both  on  the  infide 
and  without,  is  covered  with  hieroglyphics,  and  other 
repr-^fentations.  Within,  however,  are  the  fculptures 
of  no  human  figure ;  bur  on  the  outfide,  particularly 
on  that  to  the  north,  are  carved  the  reprefentations  of 
battles  with  horfes  and  chariots,  one  of  v^hich  I  obfervcd 
to  be  drawn  by  flags. 

But  to  proceed  with  the  inner  part.  On  each  fide  of 
the  entrance  in  the  e ail  end  of  the  temple,  is  an  obe- 
lifK  thirty-fix  feet  four  inches  high,  and  fix  feet  fquare. 
Farther  to  the  eaft  are  two  other  obelifks,  fevcn  feet  fix 
inches  fquare,  and  feventy-three  feet  high  -,  but  one  of 
thefe  lail  is  fallen  down.  All  thefe  obelifl^s  are  of  red 
granite,  and  are  covered  with  hieroglyphics.  Atafmall 
difbance  from  thefe  obelifks  are  two  walls  fcparated  by 
an  entrance  in  the  middle,  and  on  the  well  fide  of  thefe 
walls  are  coloiTai  bufts.  Continuing  along  the  middle^ 
to  the  eafl,  we  come  to  a  fm.all  room  of  red  granite, 
^nd  all  along  arc  apartments  that  perhaps  fcrved  for  tke 
pricfls. 
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I  having  fully  examined  thefe  noble  antiquities,  the 
Sheik's  Ion  offered  to  go  with  me  four  miles  to  the  eaft 
of  the  Carnack  ;  I  gladly  accepted  his  propofal,  and  he 
came  early  in  the  morning  to  the  boat  with  horfes. 
Upon  this  I  laid  a  carpet  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and 
having  entertained  him  with  coffee,  we  fet  forwards  to- 
wards the  temple,  accompanied  alfo  by  the  Caia  or 
fteward  of  the  Great  Sheik.  In  this  excurfion  v/e  faw 
that  the  ground  where  it  is  fown,  is  laid  in  broad  hil- 
locks, round  which  there  are  fmall  irregular  channels, 
tlie  corn  not  being  fown  on  the  top,  but  only  near  the 
channels,  in  order  that  it  may  be  the  more  eafily  wa- 
tered, by  a  fmall  canal  from  the  Nile,  which  conveys 
the  watei'  to  all  parts.  About  2CO  feet  to  the  north  of 
the  tem.ple  v/e  faw  a  grand  gate,  adorned  v>^ith  four  com- 
partments of  hieroglyphics.  The  v;alls  in  the  front  of  the 
temple,  between  the  pillars,  are  now  only  about  {even 
feet  high,  and  arc  likewife  covered  with  hieroglyphics. 
There  is  a  pillar  on  each  fide  of  the  door,  adorned  w^ith 
ribs  rifino;  trom  the  bottom,  and  branchins;  into  leaves 
at  tlie  top  to  form  the  capital ;  and  befides,  the  fhaft 
is  incircled  in  two  places  by  feveral  bandages.  The 
other  pillars  are  of  a  different  kind,  and  have  a  more 
heavy  appearance.  All  this  temple  is  very  much  de- 
flroyed  except  the  front,  and  even  that  is  not  perfe6l. 
The  grand  gate  is  hov/ever  entire,  and  I  faw  near  it  a 
fpxhynx  about  fo^jr  itct  long.  The  ancient  city  of 
Thebes,  probably,  extended  to  this  place.  Returning, 
I  viewed  the  ruins  of  what  I  fuppofe  to  be  a  round 
temple.  It  appeared  to  have  bee.i  175  feet  in  diame- 
ter, and  to  the  weil  of  it  were  fome  remains  of  a  grand 
o-ate-way. 

On  my  return,  I  entertained  my  conductors  with 
coffee  at  the  boat,  and  the  Sheik's  fon  having  ihtwn 
me  great  civility,  I  made  him  fuch  a  prefent  as  I 
thought  would  be  agreeable  to  him.  Two  days  after 
I  went  to  fee  that  part  of  Thebes  which  was  to  the  wxfl 
of  the  river,  and  is  now  called  Gournou.  On  my  go- 
ina:  on  that,  I  icni  to  the  Sheik,  to  v/hom  I  had  a  letter 
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from  the  Great  Sheik  of  Fourlhoiit,  on  which  he  came 
to  the  boat,  and  conducted  me  to  his  houfe  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Gournou.  The  Sheik  there  furnillied  me  with 
horfcs,  and  we  fet  out  to  go  to  Biban-cl-Meiuke. 
When  we  had  proceeded  a  mile  to  the  north,  we  came 
to  a  kind  of  llreet ,  for  the  rocky  ground  on  each  fide 
rifmg  about  ten  ictt  high,  had  on  each  hand  a  row  of 
rooms  cut  in  it,  fome  of  them  fupported  with  pillars  i 
and  as  there  is  not  here  the  leafl  fi9;n  of  raifed  build- 
ings,  I  could  not  help  imagining  that,  in  the  earlieft 
times,  thefe  caverns  might  ferve  as  houfes,  and  be  tht 
firil  invention  after  that  of  tents,  when  they  might  be 
contrived  as  a  better  (helter  from  the  weather,  and  the 
coldnefs  of  the  nights. 

At  length  having  pafled  through  fome  other  valleys 
v/here  the  mountains  arife  to  a  great  height,  we  came  to 
^  round  opening  like  an  amphitheatre,  and  afcending  it 
by  a  narrow  fteep  pafTage,  came  to  Biban-el-Meluke  -, 
that  is.  The  gate  or  court  of  the  kings,  here  being  the 
fepulchres  of  the  kings  of  Thebes.  The  vale  where 
thefe  grottos  are,  is  covered  with  rough  ftones,  that 
feem  to  have  rolled  from  above,  it  may  be  about  loo 
feet  wide,  and  the  hills  on  each  fide  are  high  deep 
rocks,  in  which  the  grottos  are  cut  in  a  moil  beautiful 
manner,  in  long  paiTages  or  galleries  under  the  moun- 
tains, out  of  a  clofe  white  free-flone,  that  cuts  like 
chalk,  and  is  as  fmooth  as  the  iineil  llucco  work.  Four 
or  five  of  thefe  galleries,  one  within  another,  from  30 
to  50  feet  long,  and  from  10  to  15  feet  high,  generally 
lead  to  a  fpacious  room,  in  which  is  the  king's  tomb, 
with  his  figure  cut  in  relief  on  the  lid,  or  painted  at  full 
length  upon  it.  Both  the  fides  and  ceiling  of  the  rooms 
are  cut  with  hieroglyphics  of  birds  and  beafls,  fome 
of  them  painted,  and  as  frcfti  as  if  they  were  but  jufl 
finifhed,  though  they  mud  be  above  2000  years  old. 

One  of  thefe  fepulchres,  in  particular,  is  moil  beauti- 
fully adorned  with  hieroglyphics  cut  in  the  ilone,  and 
painted.  The  entrance,  which  is  adefcent,  is  cut  through 
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the  rock,  and  is  open  at  the  top  for  thirteen  feet  3  then^, 
for  eight  feet  more,  the  ceiling  is  an  inclined  plane,  an- 
fwerino-  to  the  defcent  under  it.  The  galleries  within^ 
have  hieroglyphics  cut  on  each  fide,  hrft  in  a  fort  of 
compartments  next  to  the  ceiling,  in  the  manner  of  a 
frize  i  lower  down,  ii.grures  are  cut  reorefentino-  mum- 
mies  i  below  thefe  are  hieroglyphics  ail  down  the  fides,, 
divided  bylines  into  different  columns.  In  the  middle 
of  the  ceiling  are  figures  of  men,  for  about  three  feet 
in  breadth,  with  fiars  on  each  fide.  The  king's  tomb 
is  of  one  ilone  of  red  granite,  feven  feet  nine  inches 
high,  eleven  feet  eight  inches  long,  and  above  fix  fctt 
broad,  the  cover  being  made  to  Ihut  into  it.  Upon 
it  is  cut  the  figure  of  the  king  in  mezzo-relievo,  with 
an  hieroglyphical  infcription.  The  room  is  adorned 
with  different  columns  of  hieroglyphics,  with  the  fi- 
gures of  men,  bulls,  and  hawks. 

In  the  o-reat  room  beiong-ino;  to  another  of  the  orot- 
tos,  is  the  flatue  of  a  man  with  a  fceptre  in  his  hand  j 
and  on  the  ceiling  is  painted  a  large  figure  of  a  man,, 
holding  a  particular  fort  of  fcepter,  with  v/ings  hanging 
down  lower  than  his  feet,  and  covering  his  whole  body. 
On  each  fide  of  the  entrance  are  four  men  cut  in  the 
Hone  above  the  natural  fize^,  with  the  heads  of  hawks 
and  other  animals. 

Having,  ^\ith  the  utmofh  pleafure,  viewed  thefe  ex- 
traordinary fepulchres  of  the  Kings  of  Thebes,  by  the 
help  of  the  v/ax- lights  we  brought  with  us,  being  much 
fatigued  we  agreed  to  fit  down  and  take  foirie  refrefh^ 
ments  in  this  retired  place,  but  unfortunately  we  had 
forgot  to  bring  water,  a.nd  the  Sheik  being  in  hafte  to 
go,  we  returned,  and  at  our  arrival  at  the  boat,  the 
Sheik  v/as  fo  obliging  as  toftay  and  eatvvich  me,  which 
they  rarely  do. 

The  next  day  I  vifited  two  very  entenfivc  apartments 
cut  in  the  rock  on  the  fouth  fide  of  thofe  hills  we  went 
to  the  day  before.  To  one  of  them  is  a  defcent  often 
flcps  to  a  fpacious  area  cut  in  the  rock,  which  leads  to 
a  room  fupported  by  fquare  pillars  alio  cut  out  of  the 
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rockj  and  beyond  it  is  a  long  room  with  pillars  on  each 
iidci  all  the  apartments  are  adorned  with  hieroglyphics; 
-but  the  fcone  is  in  Ibme  places  black  and  fcaled,  as  if 
damaged  by  lire.  Beyond  theferoom.s  the  apartments 
extend  down  fcverai  ueps  to  the  .right  3  and  one  part 
leads  to  a  gallery  cut  round  the  rock,  which  has  fomc 
.apar:ments  on  the  fide,  wheie  there  are  holes  cut  per- 
pendicularly clown  to  other  apartments  below,  1  there 
iaw  doors  and  openings,  and  there  are  probably  as 
many  apartments  beneath  as  there  are  above.  One 
would  be  apt  to  imagine  that  thefe  were  habitations  for 
■the  living,  and  thnz  they  WTre  cut  under  the  palaces 
of  the  Kings  of  Thebes,  if  they  were  not  themfelves 
places  for  them  to  retire  to  in  order  to  avoid  the  heat. 

The  other  grotto  is  cut  under  a  fmall  hill,  near  the 
appearance  of  a  grand  entrance  under  the  miountains. 
The  way  to  that  entrance  is  by  a  valley  which  feemxS 
to  have  been  divided  by  v/alls  or  mounds  into  four  parts. 
One  dug  much  deeper  than  the  reft,  feems  to  have  been 
a  refervoir  of  the  water  of  the  Nile  ;  and  the  others  ex- 
tend towards  fome  remains  of  buildings.  To  the  weft 
•is  a  room  over  which  is  a  wtU  turned  arch.  This  room 
feems  to  have  been  ufed  as  a  Chriftian  chuixh,  and  the 
hieroglyphics  which  are  in  fmall  columns  extremely 
well  cut,  have  been  covered  with  plafter  -,  on  which  is 
■painted  Chrift  furrounded  with  a  glory. 

From  hence  I  went  and  took  a  particular  vievv^  of 
the  ruins  of  a  large  temple,  a  little  way  to  the  fouth- 
eaft-.  At  a  diftance  from  it  are  the  ruins  of  a  pyramidal 
gate,  and  of  a  very  large  cololTal  ftatue,  broke  oft- 
about  the  middle  of  the  trunk:  it  is  21  feet  broad  at 
the  fhoulders;  the  ear  is  three  feet  long,  and  from  the 
top  of  the  head  to  the  bottom  of  the  neck  is  11  ftct. 
In  the  tirft  court  of  the  temple  are  two  rows  of  fquare 
pillars,  on  each  fide  of  which  is  a  ftatue,  but  the  heads 
of  all  of  them  are  broke  off.  Thefe  ftatues  have  each 
the  lituus  in  one  hand,  and  the  flagellum  or  whip  in  tht 
other,  as  commonly  feen  in  the  ftatue  of  Ofiris.  In 
the  fecond  court  are  the  remains  of  two  coloilal  ftatues 
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fitting;    they  are  of  black  granite,  and  the    head  of 
one  of  them,  which  lies    on     the    ground,  is   three 
feet  five  inches  long.  A  great  number  of  pillars  belong- 
ing   to  the  temple  are  itanding,  and  many  others  are 
deftroyed  j   but  from  the  ruins  it  appears  to  have  been  a 
magnificient  ftru6lure.      [In  this  edifice    we   obferve 
two  forts  of  pillars,  one  more  beautiful  than  the  other. 
Their  thicknefs  and  foiidity  give  them  a  delightful  ap- 
pearance at  a  diilance  ;  on  approaching  them,  the  hie- 
roglyphics are   agreeable  to  the  fight  -,  and  when  you 
are  quite  near,  their  colours  have  a  fine  eftecSt.     This 
fort  of  painting  has  neither  fhade  nor  degradation.  The 
f  gures   are  incrufled  like  the  enamel  on  the  dial-plate 
ct  watches,  with  this  difference,  that  they  cannot  be 
detached.     I  muft  own  that  this  incrufled  matter  fur- 
pafTes  in  flrength  every  thing  I  have  feen  of  this  kind. 
It  is  fuperior  to  the  Al-frefco  and  the  Mofaic  work ; 
and  has  the  advantage  of  lafling  a  longer  time.     It  is 
furprizing  to  fee  how  the  gold,  ultra-marine,  and  other 
colours  have  preferved  their  luftre  to  the  prefent  age.] 
From  this  temple  I  went  to  the  flatues,  which  I  iliall 
call  the   coloffal  ftatues  of  Memnon  -,    but  the  Sheik 
kurried  me    from  thence,  faying  he  was  near  his  ene- 
mies ;  I  however  went  to  them  again  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  fpent  above  half  a  day  at  them.     Thefe  colof- 
fal figures  fi"ont  the  Nile.      The  firft  feems  to  reprelent 
a  man,  and    the   other  a    Vv^oman :   they  are    both    of 
the   fame  fize,  and  that  is  prodigious ;  for  they  are  50 
feet  in  height,  from  the  bafes  of  thepedeflals  to  the  fum- 
mit  of  the  head.     They  are  fitting  upon  flones  almofl 
cubical^  of  15  feet  in  height,  and  as  many  in  breadth; 
but  the  back  part  of  each  ftone  is  higher  than  the  fore 
part,  by  a  foot  and  a  half     They  are  on  plain  pedef- 
t?.ls,  five  feet  high.]     The  ftatue  to  the  north  has  been 
broken  ofi^  at  the  middle,  and  has  been  built  up  with 
five  tier  of  flones ;  but  the  other  is  of  one  fingle  ftone: 
the    feet  have  the    toes  broken  off,  and  the  features 
are  mouldered  away  by  time.     The  fides  of  the  feats 
upon  which  they  arc  fitting,  are  covered  with  hierp^ 
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c-lyphical  figures  j  on  the  pedcdal  of  the  imperfect  fla- 
tue  is  a  Greek  epigram  j  and  on  the  iniieps  and  legs 
are  feveral  infcriptions  in  Greek  and  Latin,  Ibme  being 
epigrams  in  honour  ofMemnon  ;  but  the  greater  part 
are  teilimonies  of  thofe  who  have  heard  his  found  :  for 
one  of  them  has  been  thought  by  fome  to  be  the  famous 
ftatue  of  Memnon,  which  at  the  hrft  or  fecond  hour, 
they  pretend,  uttered  a  found  occafioned  by  the  rays  of 
the  fun  ftriking  on  it. 

At  a  fmali  diilance  from  thefe  fliatues  are  the  ruins 
of  feveral  others,  particularly  one  of  yellow  granite 
alm.ofi;  entire,  and  twelve  feet  long  from  the  top  of  the 
head  to  the  thigh  ;  and  part  of  it  is  funk  in  the  earth. 
Going  on  to  the  hills  I  obferved  an  area  cut  out  of  the 
rock,  and  many  ftones  lying  about  it  covered  with  hie- 
roglyphics; this  feems  to  be  apartof  the  grand  tem^ple, 
to  which  thefe  ftatues  probably  formed  an  avenue  from 
the  o;reat.  ones.  We  at  lengrth  entered  between  the 
hills,  and  came  to  a  temple  which  had  afterwards  been 
a  convent.  It  has  no  hieroglyphics  on  the  outfide ; 
the  cornices  over  the  doors  are  fluted,  and  adorned 
with  the  wing-ed  orlobe.  Havin.g;  taken  a  full  view  of 
thefe  things  v/e  returned  to  the  river. 

While  I  v/as  abfent,  the  natives  having  taken  um- 
brage at  m.y  copying  the  infcriptions,  came  to  the  boat, 
and  faid,  that  they  would  fee  whether  this  ftranger 
would  dare  to  come  out  another  day,  dropping  fome 
expreffions  as  if  they  would  alfault  the  boat  by  night : 
for  they  feemed  very  defirous  of  my  leaving  the  place; 
from  their  being  ftrongly  poilelfed  with  the  notion  that 
the  Europeans  have  the  power  of  difcovering  treafures. 
I  however  talked  of  going  abroad  the  next  day,  being 
defirous  of  feeing,  if  poffible,  the  temple  of  Medinet 
Habou ;  but  the  Sheik  coming  to  the  boat,  and  being 
informed  of  what  had  paiTed,  advifed  me  to  depart. 
But  I  faw  this  place  on  my  return. 

I  then  proceeded  up  che  river  a  fmall  league  to  Luxe- 
rein  or  Lacfor.  On  my  arrival  there,  early  in  the 
morning,  I  carried  a  letter  and  aprefent  to  the  Sheik  i 
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and  the  Sheik  of  Carnack's  Ton  came  to  me  there,  pro- 
vided a  dinner  for  m.e,  and  was  fo  obliging  as  to  ftay 
with  me  all  day.  I  there  viewed  the  remains  of  the 
large  and  magnificent  temple,  which  was  doubtlefs  a 
part  of  the  ancient  Thebes  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river. 
This  noble  building  sgrees  with  the  defcription  Dio- 
dorus  gives  of  the  fepulchre  of  Ofymandus,  which 
he  fays  was  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  circumfererence. 

[The  fuperb  fepulchre  of  that  monarch  is  thus  de- 
fcribed  by  Diodorus,  "  At  its  entrance  is  a  gate  200 
*'  feet  in  length,  and  45  cubits  in  height.  Having 
paffed  it,  you  come  to  a  fquare  ilone  periilyle,  each 
{i6.t  of  which  is  400  feet.  Inilead  of  pillars  it  was 
iupported  by  the  figures  of  a,nimals,  16  cubits  in 
height,  each  cut  out  in  a  fingle  ilone,  and  carved  in 
an  antique  manner.  The  v/hole  roof,  11  feet  in 
^^  breadth,  conhiling  of  ftones  of  that  iize,  w^as  va- 
"  riesated  v/ith  fbars  on  a  bluifh  orovsA.  After  this 
^'^  periftyle  was  a  gate  in  other  refpc6ts  refembling  the 
^^  formier;  but  more  abundantly  wrought  v/ith  all  kinds 
of  fculpture.  At  this  lafb  entrance  are  three  ila- 
tues,  each  cut  out  of  one  entire  ftone,  the  Syenites, 
and  one  of  them  in  a  fitting  pofliure,  is  the  largeft  in 
ail  Egypt,  its  foot  exceeding  feven  cubits.  The  tv/o 
others  placed  at  its  knees,  the  one  on  the  right, 
the  other  on  the  left,  are  the  reprefentations  of  the 
daus:hter  and  mother,  and  are  in  fize  inferior  to  the 
"  form.er.  This  work  is  not  only  worthy  of  efteera 
^'  on  account  of  its  bignefs,  but  is  v/onderful  in  its 
^'^  workmanfhip,  and  excellent  in  the  nature  of  the 
^^  ilone,  as  in  fo  great  a  bulk  there  is  not  the  leaft 
'^^  crack  or  frain  to  be   feen.     It  has  this  infcription  : , 

'^  I  AM  OSYMANDUS,  KiNG  OF  KiNGS.  If  ANY  ONE 
^^  IS  DESIROUS  TO  KNOV/  HOV/  GREAT  I  AM,  AND 
'^    WHERE  I  LIE,   LET  HIPvI  SURPASS  ANY  OF  MY  WORKS. 

"  Another  fiatue  of  his  mother  ilands  by  itfelf ;   it,  is 

*'  twelve  cubits  high,  and  of  an  entire  ftone,  having 

*'  three  diadems  on  its  head,  to  fignify  that  ihe  was 

'^  the  dauG;hter,  vine  and  mother  of  a  kins:.    Throuo:h 
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^^-  this  gate  is  another  periftyle  more  remarkable  than 
'^  the  former,  in  which  are  various  fculptures  of  the  war 
"  he  waged  with  thofe  that  revolted  at  Ba6lria,  againll 
"   V,  hom  he  fent  an  army  of  400,000  foot,  and  20,000 
'^  horfe.     In  the  firfl  of  the  walls  the  king  was  repre- 
'^  fented  as  befieging  a.  citadel  furrounded  by  water,, 
^^  the  foremoft  in  danger,  with  a  lion  fighting  by  his 
*^  fide.     In  the  fecond  wall  were  wrought  the  captives^ 
^^  led  by  the  king,  deprived  of  their  private  parts  and 
"  their  hands ;  by  which  feems  to  be  fignified,  that  they 
^^  were  eiteminate  and  deilitute  of  hands  in  dang-erous 
^'^  e::.::l  iis,     Tiie  third  wall  was  adorned  with  iculpture 
"  and  ei':!garit  paintings,  reprefenting  the  King  oiFer- 
"  ing  oxen  as  vi6tims,  and  the  ti^iumph  he  celebrated 
*^  on  account  of  his  viftory.     In  the  middle  of  the  pe- 
''  riitv;;:,.  Ill  the  open  air,  was  an  altar  built  of  the  mod 
*^  beaucifui  ilone,  of  a  prodijHous  fize,  and  admirable 
''  workiDaniliip.     At  the  laft  wall  were  two  fratues  in? 
''  c  n.ang  porture,  each  of  one  entire   ilone,  twenty- 
'  icven    cubits  in   height:    near   which    were    three 
^'^  paffages  made  from  the  perifLyle,  leading  to  an  edi- 
fice fupported  by  pillars,  formed  in  the  manner  of  a 
mufical  theatre,  each  fide  containing  200  feet.     In 
it  was  a  multitude  of  wooden  ftatues,  reprefenting 
fuits  of  law  3  and  on  the   v/all  were  carved  thirty 
perfons,   with  Juftice  in  the   middle,  from  whofe 
neck  was  fufpended  the  figure  of  Truth,  with  her 
eyes  iliut,  and   a  number  of  books  lying  by  him,. 
After  that  was  a  walk  of  various  building-s,  in  v/hich 
Vv^ere  reprefented  the  mod  delicious  viands.     The 
figure  of  the  king  was  carved  and  likewife  ilained 
^^  with  colours,  oifering  to  the  Gods  the  gold  and  fil- 
"  ver  which  he  annually  received  from  the  mines  of 
^^  Egypt.     After   that  was  the  facred  library,  upon 
^^  which   was   infcribed,     the   repository  of  the 
^'^  MEDICINES  OF  THE.  SOUL.     Contiguous  to  it  v/cre 
'^  the  images  of  all  the  Gods  of  Egypt,  and  the  kin^ 
^^  makins;  fuitable  ofTerino-s  to  each  ;  and  alfo  ihe wine 
*■'■  Ofirisj  and  his  affelTors  in  the  infernal  regions,  that 
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"  he  had  led  a  life  of  religion,  virtue,  and  humanity. 
"  On  the  fame  fide  as  the  library,  was  a  noble  building 
"  that  contained  the  images  of  Jupiter  and  Juno,  and 
*^  likewifc  of  the  king  himfelfi  in  which  alfo  the  body 
'^  of  the  king  appears  to  have  been  depofited.  Around 
"  it  was  a  multitude  of  buildings  adorned  with  fculp- 
"  tures  of  all  the  animals  coni'ecrated  in  Egypt.  From 
"  thence  were  fteps  to  the  top  of  the  f.^pulchre,  which 
*^  after  you  had  paffed,  there  was  upon  the  monument 
"  a  golden  circle,  ^6^  cubits  in  circumference,  and  a 
'^  cubit  in  thicknefs,  on  which  were  marked  the  num- 
"  ber  of  days  in  the  year,  the  rifing  and  letting  of  the 
^^  ftars,  with  their  influence  and  fignifications,  accord- 
"  ing  to  the  Egyptian  ailrologers.  They  report  that  this 
"  circle  was  taken  away  by  Cambyfes,  when  he  fub- 
'*^  dued  Egypt.  Such,  it  is  faid,  was  the  fepulchre  of 
"  king  Ofymandus :"]  let  us  now  view  its  remains. 

We  firil  come  to  tvv^o  obeli&s  that  are  probably  the 
fineil  in  the  v^^orld  -,  they  are  now  fixty  feet  above  the 
ground!,  and  might  be  feventy  or  eighty,  according  as 
the  ground  has  rifen,  which  is  evidently  a  great  deal. 
They  are  feven  feet  and  a  half  fquare,  and  at  bottom 
might  be  eight  feet.  The  hieroglyphics,  which  are  in 
three  columns  down  each  fide,  are  cut  with  a  flat  bot- 
tom, an  inch  and  a  half  deep,  and  the  granite  has 
perfe6tiy  retained  its  polifh,  which  is  the  fined  I  ever 
faw.  On  the  top  on  each  fide  is  a  perfon  fitting  on  a 
throne,  and  one  offers  fomething  on  his  knees  -,  thefc 
figures  are  likwife  below.  Lower  dov^^n  are  three  hawks, 
then  three  bulls,  and  at  about  the  difbance  of  every  foot 
is  an  owl.  I  alfo  obferved  monkeys,  hares,  dogs,  fer- 
pents,  birds,  and  the  heads  of  camels  and  infers  -,  but 
about  half  the  pyramid  of  the  weflern  obeliflc  is  broke 
off,  and  the  foiith-weft  corner  of  the  eaftern  one  is  for 
about  fix  kct  high  a  little  battered. 

At  a  little  difiance  is  a  pyramid  at  a  gate  two  hundred 
fett  long,  and  at  prcfent  fifty-four  above  the  ground. 
On  each  fi:h:  of  the  entrance  is  a  colollai  fbatue  thirteen 
itct  and  a  half  above  the  frroiind  ;  they  arc  of  grey  gra- 
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ilite,  and  the  ilioulders  are  only  three  feet  and  a  half 
above  the  iurface  of  the  earth.  In  the  front  of  the  py- 
ramidal gate  are  windows  and  fciilpture,  particularly  a 
perfon  feated  on  a  throne,  holding  out  one  hand  which 
has  a  fceptre  or  a  flaff  in  it,  and  furrounded  by  others 
in  poflures  of  adoration.  On  the  other  fide,  a  perfon 
is  reprefented  in  a  car,  as  galloping  and  (hooting  with 
a  bow,  with  many  chariots  after  him  j  this  may  have 
a  relation  to  the  wars  of  this  king  againil:  the  Ba6]:rians- 
Within  this  gate  is  a  court  almoil  filled  up  v/ith  cottages, 
withfome  pillars  that  once  compofed  part  of  a  colonade ; 
beyond  which  was  another  gate  that  is  now  in  ruins, 
and  beyond  it  another  court,  which  contained  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  king  cut  all  around  on  the  walls,  and  had  a 
large  and  beautiful  altar  in  the  middle.  The  pillars  in 
this  court  are  forty  feet  high  ;  but  the  work  in  the  ca- 
pitals is  not  in  relief,  but  only  cut  out  in  lines.  The 
walls  of  the  rooms  are  adorned  with  fculpture.  A 
deity  is  carried  in  a  fort  of  a  boat  by  eighteen  men,  pre- 
ceded and  follov/ed  by  a  perfon  holding  a  particular 
^nfign.  I  alfo  obferved  on  the  walls,  a  man  leading 
four  bulls  with  a  firing;  a  perfon  fitting  and  another 
kneeling  to  him  ;  alfo  inftruments  of  mufic,  and  men 
kneeling  who  have  the  heads  of  hawks. 

In  the  evening  I  left  Luxerein,  and  landed  at  Er- 
ment  on  the  wefl,  the  ancient  city  of  Hermonthis,  the 
capital  of  a  province  of  that  name.  We  went  to  the 
houfe  of  the  Sheik,  who  condudied  us  to  the  old  city 
in  the  midft  of  a  large  plain,  where  are  the  remains  of 
a  fmall  temple,  adorned  with  hieroglyphics  both  with- 
in and  without,  that  fcems  by  the  many  hawks  cut  in 
it,  to  have  been  dedicated  to  Apollo.  At  fome  difcance 
are  the  remains  of  a  beautiful  building,  that  appears 
too  grand  for  a  Chriftian  church,  on  the  firft  eftablifh- 
ment  of  Chriftianity  in  the  fourth  century  :  yet  it  has 
croffes  cut  on  fome  oftheilones^  with  Coptic  paint- 
ings and  infcriptions  in  many  parts  of  it^  that  are  plaf- 
tercd  :  there  are,  however,  little  remains  of  the  edifice, 
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except  tlie  wcu:  end,  where  the  rooms  liad  galleries  over 
them,  vv^hich  might  be  for  tht  women.  Some  of  the 
niches  feem  to  have  been  hewn  into  a  rough  fhell  at 
the  top,  as  if  they  had  at  liril  been  built  flraight.  The 
pillars  feeni  to  have  been  of  one  ftone  of  red  granite, 
after  the  Greek  archite6lure  of  the  Corinthian  order. 
The  fcmi-circles,  and  rooms  at  each  end,  were  pro- 
bably made  by  the  Chriitians.  This  might  be  the 
temjple  of  Jupiter,  and  it  was  probably  rebuilt  in  the 
Greek  tafire,  under  the  government  of  the  Ptolemies. 

On  the  1 8th  of  January  we  went  on  with  very  little 
wind,  and  iliot  at  a  crocodile,  as  he  was  going  into- 
the  water  from  a  fandv  ifle.  V/e  hadreafon  to  believe 
the  ball  ilruck  him  ;  for  inftead  of  walking  in  flowly, 
as  is  ufual  v/ith  them.,  he  opened  his  mouth  and  jumped 
uve  or  fix  feet  into  the  water.  The  next  day  we  came 
to  Efne,  on  the  weft,  a  confiderable  town  for  thofe  parts  -, 
we  went  afliore  and  ilaid  about  an  hour,  when  the  men 
wanting  a  ftone  for  baliaft,  the  people  knowing  I  was 
an  European,  would  not  let  them  take  it  into  the  boat, 
faying,  that  if  the  Franks  took  av/ay  that  ftone,  they 
would  by  their  m.agic  art,  drav/  away  their  hidden  trea- 
fures.  This  place,  and  the  antiquities  about  it,  I  faw 
on  m.y  return.  I  had  letters  to  the  Cafnif,  who  was 
then  abfent ;  but  I  had  fent  him  before,  and  his  people 
were  ready  to  g"0  with  me.  I  carried  letters  and  apre- 
fent  to  one  of  the  SerilTs,.  who  went  v/ith  me  to  fee  the 
temple,  [it  is  clofed  on  three  fides,  and  in  the  front 
are  twenty-fjur  columns  that  appear  well  prefervcd. 
A  channelled  border  runs  all  round  the  top  of  the  edi- 
fice ;  but  in  the  middle  of  the  front  is  a  cartouche,  or 
ornament,  fuch  as  are  feen  in  all  the  principal  gates  oi 
Egypt.  A  femi-corona  borders  the  whole  edifice,  the 
i]dt  of  which  is  filled  with  hieroglyphical  figures,  that 
feem  of  the  mcft  ancient  kind,  and  appear  to  have  been 
executed  in  hafte.  The  coiuiTins  fupport  ftones  placed 
crofrwife,  on  which  reft  great  tables  that  form  a  roof> 
adorned  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  fides  v/ich  h.icro- 
glyphics.     It    is,  however,  eafy  to  perceive  that  die 
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fignres  of  the  inside  are  by  another  hand,  and  executed 
with  more  care  than  thoie  feen  at  the  outnde  ;  but  none 
of  thefe  hierojrlyphics  are  incrufted  with  colours. 
The  columns  are  likewife  covered  with  hieroglypliical 
figures,  which  in  Ibme  places  are  fmall  and  very  much 
crowded.  It  is  remarkable,  that  in  all  this  temple  one 
caDital  of  a  column  does  not  refemble  another;  for 
though  the  proportion  is  the  lame,  the  ornaments  are 
different.  The  infide  of  this  edifice  is  blackened  by  the 
fmoke  of  fire  formerly  made  there  ;  however,  all  the 
parts  are  Vv'ell  preferved  except  the  gate,  and  the  in- 
^termediate  fpaces  between  the  front  columns,  which 
■have  been  filled  up  by  the  Arabs,  in  order  to  fliut  up 
their  cattle  in  the  temple,  which  at  prefent  ferves  for 
no  other  ufe.] 

We  alfo  went  about  three  miles  to  the  north-wefc  to 
fee  another  temple,  which  I  conjeftured  might  be  the 
'temple  of  Pallas,  at  Latapolis,  where  both  that  goddefs 
and  the  fifh  Latus  n^ere  worihipped.  In  this  temple 
there  are  likewife  feveral  forts  of  capitals,  fome  of 
which  refemble  the  Corinthian,  but  with  a  very  flat  re- 
lief. On  the  infide  are  three  fbories  of  hieroglyphics 
of  men,  about  three  feet  his^h,  and  at  one  end  the  loweft 
figures  are  as  large  as  the  life;  one  of  them,  I  obferved, 
-had  the  head  of  the  Ibis  ;  and  in  feveral  parts  of  die 
wall  I  faw  the  fiofure  of  a  woman  iittins.  The  ceiiine 
is  adorned  with  a  variety  of  animals,  and  painted  in 
very  beautiful  colours ;  among  them  is  a  man  fitting  in 
a  kind  of  a  boat,  with  a  circle  round  him.  This  temole 
appears  to  have  been  ufed  as  a  church  ;  f^r  I  faw  fome 
Coptic  infcriptions  in  black  letters  on  the  walls,  and 
was  told  that  there  had  been  a  convent  there. 

A  mile  to  the  f©uth  of  Efne  is  the  monaftery  of  St. 
Helena,  by  whom  it  is  faid  to  have  been  founded  ;  but 
it  has  been  more  commonly  called  the  convent  of  the 
martyrs.  Here  is  a  great  burial-ground  not  lefs  than 
a  mile  round.  Many  of  the  tombs  are  magnificent, 
they  having  a  dome  or  four  arches,  with  a  liccie  cupola 
on  the  top.     Som.e  of  them  have  a  crois^  and  others  an 
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eagle  cut  in  them,  v/ith  a  Greek  infcription.  The  con- 
vent:,  v/ith  its  church,  are  however  but  mean ;  there 
are  only  two  monks  in  it,  who  cannot  marry  ;  but 
their  relations,  both  women  and  children,  live  with 
the  mi.     This  is  the  laft  church  in  Egypt. 

On  the  20th  v/e  came  to  ELtfou,  which  v/as  once  the 
Great  Apoihnopolis.    I  went  to  the  Sheik's  houfe,  with 
a  letter  from  the  Sheik  of  Fourlhout.     Wlien  he  knew 
who  it  was  from,  he  kiiTed  the  letter,  and  put  it  to  his 
forehead  as  a  mark  of  refped:.     I   made  him  a  hand- 
fom^e  prefent,  which  he  received  with  great  civility ; 
and  when  the  letter  was  read,  and  I  de fired  to  fee  the 
ruins,  he  put  his  hand  up  to  his  head,  as  a  mark  of  his 
com.pliance,  and  that  he  took  me  under  his  prote6lion. 
He  himfelf  went  with  mie,  and  fliewed  me  the  temple, 
and  a  grand  pyramidal  gate.      [This  laft  monum.ent  of 
antiquity  is  perfe6cly  well  preferved ;  but  the  Turks 
have   converted  it   into   a   citadel.      There    runs    all 
round  a  femicircular  corona,  fuch  as  is  commonly  feen 
round  the  Egyptian  buildings.     No  cornice  is  to  be 
feen  about  the  edifice ;   but  it  may  have  been  ruined, 
or  have  fallen  down.     This  edifice  is  in  general  well 
defigned,  and  its  fmiplicity  gives  it  a  very  pretty  ap- 
pearance.     Upon  its  faces   are   three  rov/s  of  hiero- 
glyphical  figures,  which  feem  as  if  defigned  to  repre- 
fent  infants,  though  their  feature  furpail'es  that  of  men. 
The  Ibuth  and  north  fides  fcarce  differ  in  any  thing, 
except  that  the  formicr  has  feveral  windows,  of  which 
the  four  lowermoft,  made  on  each  fide  of  the  gate,  are 
very  high,  and  give  a  diagonal  light  that  falls  obliquely. 
Above  the  gate  is  a  cartouch  or  ornament,  lilvc  thofe 
v/e    have    already  remiarked  in    fome    other  edifices. 
The  other  antique  monument  is  the  temple  which  was 
dedicated  to  Apollo  j   but  the  greatcft  part  of  it  is  bu- 
ried under  ground,  and  the  Arabs  have  made  no  fcruple 
of  employing  what  they  have  been  able  to  take  away, 
in  making  fomie  vile  pigeon-houfcs.] 

Vvhile  I  was  meafuring  the   ruins  of  the  temple,  a 
gre:/c  aiany  people  came  about  me,  and  on  my  giving 
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my  book  to   a  fervant  to  hold  for  me,  a  young  man, 
who  was   the  Sheik's  nephew,  fnatchecl  it  out  of  *  his 
hand,  and  ran  away  with  it.  The  Sheik  and  ray  fervant 
ran  after  him.     Mean  while  I  continued  meafuring  and 
writing  on  another  paper,  till  the  Sheik  returned  with  his 
pike,  having  thrown  off  his  outward  garment  when  he 
went  in  fearch  of  his  nephew,  whom  it  is  faid  he  would 
have  killed,  had  he  overtaken  him.    The  brothers  had 
been  competitors  for  the  government  of  this  village  j 
and  the  Sheik  now  conduced  me  to  his  houfe,  where 
matters  were  carried  fo  far,  that  I  was  afraid  we  fhouid 
have  fuifered  in  the  tummlt,  the  brother  being  favoured 
by  miany  of  the  people.     I  was  defirous  of  going  to  the 
boat  3  but  was  told  that  tlie  Sheik  would  be  offended 
if  I  did  not  flay  to  eat  v/ith  him.     I  was  privately  in- 
formed that  1  might  have  my  note -book,  if  I  would 
give  about  the  value  of  a  crown,  to  w^hich  I  confented, 
and  it  was  accordingly  brought  me.    We  now  fat  down 
to  eat  out  of  a  large  wooden  bowl,  full  of  thin  cakes 
broke  into  fmall  bits,  with  a  fyrup  mixed  v/ith  them ; 
but  the  Sheik  fat  at  a  diftance,  and  would  not  eat  with 
us.     Afterwards  he  mxounted  his  horfe,  and  attended 
me  to  the  boat,  followed  by  feveral  perfons,  and  having 
made  me  a  prefent  of  a  flieep,  came  into  the  boat,  and 
ordered  a  letter  to  be  v^ritten  to  the  great  Sheik.    About 
an  hour  after  the  Sheik  left  us,  his  fon  came  riding  to 
the  river,  to  inform  us  that  his  father  having  been  told 
I  had  given   money  to   have  my  book  reftored,  had 
obliged  them  to  return  it,  and  had  fent  it  to  me.  Thus 
this  v/orthy  Arab   gave  an  inftance  of  fidelity  that  is 
rare„  to  be  met  with. 

We  now  failed  on,  and  as  we  approached  towards 
Hajar  Silcily,  the  rocks  on  theweftern  fliore  appeared 
as  if  cut  for  a  grand  gateway.  A  little  farther  to 
the  fouth,  I  faw  five  regular  entrances  into  grottos, 
cut  equally  diftant  in  the  rock,  and  above  them  a  cor- 
nice or  half-round  feemed  to  have  crowned  the  work; 
but  only  the  half-round  remained.  Proceeding  to  Ha- 
jar Silcily,  or  the  rock  of  the  chain,  the   Nile  grew 


t6  Dr.  PGCOCKE's  TRAVELS 

exceeding  narrow  and  rapid  j  for  I  fuppofe  it  is  not 
above  one  hundred  yards  wide  -,  the  rocks  encroaching 
on  the  river  on  each  fide.  It  had  its  name  from  a  chain 
being  formerly  drawn  acrofs  to  defend  the  pafs,  and  I 
was  Ihewn  a  rock  on  the  eail  fide,  where  I  was  told  the 
chain  was  failened.  This  rock  on  the  v/eil  fide  is  cut 
into  fomethifig  like  four  niches,  or  fmall  open  temples, 
i'eemlngdy  defigned  for  the  worfliip  of  fome  deities, 
which  are  adorned  with  cornices,  pilafters,  and  hiero- 
glyphics. Here  alfo  are  forae  pillars  cut  out  of  the 
rock,  vvhich  are  ftill  entire,  with  their  pedeilals.  Over 
ihefc  is  a  tree,  a  man  on  horfeback,  and  another  lead- 
ing the  horfe,  all  cut  out  of  the  rock  in  relievo,  in  an 
oblong  fquare  compartment,  after  the  Greek  taite. 

[On  the  infides  of  the  grottos  tiiere  is  not  fufiicient 
day-light  to  difringuilh  objeds  ;  the  light  entering 
only  at  the  door  of  each  grotto ;  this  gave  me  fome 
•concern,  but  at  length  I  perceived  an  opening  at  the 
top,  which  allowed  me  the  viev/  of  four  figures  in  alto 
relievo ;  they  are  of  the  natural  fize  ;  two  men  fit  in 
the  middle,  with  their  arms  laid  acrofs  their  bxeafts, 
and  on  each  fide  fits  a  woman,  v/ho  takes  hold  of  the 
arm  of  the  man  v/ho  is  next  her.  I  could  not  avoid 
feehng  a  juft  detefiation  at  the  malice  and  fuperflition 
of  the  Turks  or  Arabs,  who  have  ilrangely  deformed 
thefe  figures,  efpccially  in  the  face.  On  one  fide  of 
this  group  is  an  hieroglyphical  table,  cut  in  baffo  re- 
lievo, with  much  pains,  and  what  gives  it  a  greater 
value  is,  its  being  perfectly  well  preferved  to  the  pre- 
fent  time  -,  though  the  rock  in  which  all  thefe  grottos 
are  cut,  confifts  only  of  a  yellowifh  fandy  ilone.  The 
hierGg]yphical  table  probably  contains  the  epitaphs  of 
the  perfcns  whole  bodies  have  been  enclofed  in  this 
grotto.} 

A  little  above  this  place  the  Nile  refumed  its  natu- 
ral breath,  and  there  is  a  fandy  ground,  with  a  gentle 
afcent  on  each  fide.  We  afterwards  paffed  by  feveral 
fandy  ifiands.  on  which  we  fav/  many  crocodiles  -,  par- 
ticularly on  one  there  were  neartv^^enty  of  them,  which 
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teemed  to  be  from  15,  to  20  feet  long.  On  our  ili.oot- 
ing  at  them,  about  half  of  them  went  into  the  water, 
and  on  firing  the  fecond  time  they  all  difappeared. 

We  afterwards  came  to  a  large  iOand,  to  the  eait:  of 
which  is  the  village  of  Com-Ombo.  [The  principal 
monument  in  the  place  is  (ituated  behind  a  mountain 
of  fand^  and  on  another  fide  is  concealed  by  feme  mi- 
Icrable  cottages:  but  thefe  cannot  prevent  a  curious 
traveller  contemplating  with  great  latistaction  thefe 
beautiful  ruins.  The  building  reils  upon  twenty-three 
well  v/rought  pillars  adorned  with  hieroglyphics.  The 
ftones  that  ferve  to  cover  the  top,  are  of  a  prodi- 
gious fize,  and  we  clearly  fee  that  the  architrave, 
which  is  at  prefent  fplit  in  two,  was  anciently  a  fingle 
{tone.  Under  its  cornice  is  the  cartouche,  the  ufuai 
ornament  of  their  gates>  which  is  very  neatly  cut.  All 
the  ftones  are  full  of  hieroglyphics,  and  the  pillars  are 
above  24  faet  in  circumference.  It  is  a  pity  that  this 
edifice  cannot  lafl;  long :  two  fides  of  it  are  but  barely 
difcernable  :  part  is  already  covered  with  earth,  and 
the  pillars,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  building,  are  three 
quarters  under  ground.  At  about  50  paces  diilance,  at 
the  declivity  of  a  mountain,  is  another  antique  monu- 
ment, about  18  feet  in  height,  with  a  niche  that  is. 
fquare  in  the  middle ;  but  wider  at  the  top  than  the 
bottom.  The  fides  are  thick  fet  with  hieroglypics, 
which  are  much  decaved  towards  the  jgcround,,  and  the 
hack-part  is  almofb  buried  under  the  fand.  This  edi- 
fice is  entirely  built  of  large  fquare  blocks  of  a  whitifh 
fcone,  that  nearly  refembles  marble.  This  monument 
might,  perhaps,  have  been  an  altar,  the  table  of  which 
may  have  been  taken  away  or  have  fallen  to  the  ground  -, 
and,  perhaps,  an  idol  was  placed  in  the  niche  I  have 
mentioned.] 

We  now  proceed  to  the  port  of  Lail:ierrad,  where 
the  Cafhif  of  Efne  was  encamped  -,  we  would  have  paf- 
ied  him,  but  his  men  called  to  us,  and  tiie  boaciiiea 
di.l  not  dare  to  proceed.  We  were  thus  iiopped,  be- 
caufe  by  the  coverinof  of  our  boat  we  were  iudoed.  to 
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be  Europeans.  I  had  letters  to  the  Cafnif;  but  did  not 
know  that  he  was  the  perion  to  whom  they  were  di- 
rected ;  I  carried  him  a  prefent  of  coffee,  tobacco,  and 
feme  other  things  ;  which  he  faid  I  had  no  occafion  to 
give  him  :  he  readily  confented  to  my  feeing  the  anti- 
quities ;  but  the  Arab  Sheiks  ofLafnerrad,  being  pre- 
fent, cppofed  it,  on  which  I  returned  to  the  boat,  and 
palling  by  feveral  iilands  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the 
2 1  ft  at  Aflbuan, 

This  is  a  poor  fmall  town,  with  a  kind  of  fortrefs 
or  rather  barracks  for  the  Janizaries,  who  have  in  re- 
ality the  ccmmiarid  of  the  country.  The  prefent  for- 
trefs, which  is  furrounded  by  tvv^o  or  three  flight  walls 
of  no  more  ilrength  than  a  common  garden  fence,  is 
to  the  fouth  of  the  town,  which  is  on  a  gentle  rifing 
from  the  river,  and  extends  to  a  height  that  is  over  the 
water,  which  I  fliould  think  was  the  north  end  of  the 
ancient  Syene.  There  are  but  two  Chriltians  in  the 
place,  one  the  Aga's  fervant,  and  the  other  the  Caima- 
cam's  Secretary.  On  my  waiting  on  theAgaofthe 
Janizaries  with  letters  from  Muftapha,  Aga  of  the  Ja- 
nizaries at  Girge,  and  from  the  Sheik  of  Fourfliout, 
he  treated  me  with  coffee,  and  made  me  a  prefent  of 
a  lamb  J  in  return,!  fent  him  a  prefent  of  tobacco,  rice, 
coffee  and  other  things.  He  very  obligingly  fent  two  Ja- 
nizaries to  guard  the  boat,  and  invited  me  to  take  a 
lodging  in  an  apartment  that  belonged  to  his  own 
houfe,  though  it  was  feparate  from  it.  The  Chriftian 
Secretary  of  the  Caimacam,  or  civil  Governor,  telling 
me  that  I  fhould  make  his  mailer  a  prefent,  the  people 
and  Janizaries  about  the  boat  ordered  him  to  get  out 
of  it,  there  being  a  jealoufy  between  the  civil  and  mi- 
litary power.  The  Aga,  on  being  informed  of  this, 
fent  me  word  that  I  need  not  make  prefents  to  any  one : 
this  he  repeated  on  my  waiting  upon  him,  adding,  that 
he  v/ould  take  me  under  his  protedion,  fo  that  no  one 
fliould  injure  me  ;  1  therefore  rem^oved  to  the  lodging' 
he  had  allotted.  A  Turk  belonging  to  Ofman  Bey, 
who  happened  to  be  there,  kindly  offered  his  advice 
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on  all  occafions,  vifited  me,  and  brought  me  a  prefent 
of  a  dozen  of  pigeons  and  fome  dates.  Some  other 
Turks  came  to  fee  me,  and  one  of  them,  as  a  token  of 
refpe6l,  brought  me  the  triflmg  prefent  of  a  bunch  of 
radiihes, 

On  the  eminence  over  AfTouan  are  the  ruins  of  the 
ancient  city  of  Syene,  which  is  exa6lly  under  the  Tro- 
pic of  Cancer ;  but  the  principal  part  of  that  city  feems 
to  have  been  on  a  lower  hill  to  the  fouth.  Going  be- 
tween the  two  hills  near  the  river  to  the  fouth-weft,  I 
faw  two  pillars  of  granite  ftanding,  and  two  triangular 
pillars,  of  an  extraordinary  kind,  with  their  bafes  lying 
down.  Nearer  the  river  I  obferved  two  oblong  fquare 
columns  of  granite;  and  about  the  middle,  between 
the  brow  of  the  hill  and  the  river,  is  a  building  that 
may  poflibly  be  the  obfervatory  defcribed  by  Strabo^ 
as  ere6bed  over  a  well,  for  making  aftronomical  obfer- 
vations ;  the  hole  at  the  top,  which  are  much  larger 
below  than  above,  I  imagine  were  to  try  the  experi- 
ment in  relation  to  the  fhadows  at  noon-day. 

Having  viewed  thefe  ruins,  I  went  about  a  mile  to 
the  fouth-eaft,  to  the  quarries  of  granite ;  for  the  coun- 
try to  the  eaft^  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  the  iflands, 
are  all  red  granite.  The  quarries  are  not  worked  in 
deep ,'  but  the  llione  is  hewn  out  of  the  fides  of  the  low 
hills.  I  obferved  fome  columns  and  an  obelifk  marked 
out  in  the  quarries,  and  ftiaped  on  two  fides ;  they 
fcemed  to  have  worked  in  round  the  flones  with  a  nar- 
row tool,  and,  when  the  flones  were  almoft  feparated, 
they  probably  forced  them  out  with  large  wedges. 

Oppofite  to  Syena  is  the  ifland  Elephantine,  in  which 
was  a  city  of  that  name.  It  is  about  a  mile  in  length, 
and  at  the  fouth  end  a  quarter  of  a  mild  in  breadth  1 
but  to  the  north  it  ends  in  a  point.  In  this  ifland  there 
was  a  temple  to  Cnuphis  and  a  nilomcter  to  meafure 
the  rife  of  the  Nile.  I  obferved  there  the  remains  of 
a  fmall  temple,  before  which  is  a  ftatue  about  eight  feet 
high,  fitting  with  the  hands  acrofs  on  the  bread,  and 
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a  lituus  ixT  each.  On  a  wall  before  the  temple  is  a  Greek 
ial'cription,  which  is    in  many  parts    defaced.     In  the 
midit   of  the   ifland   are   the   remains   of  one  fide  of  a. 
magnificent   gate  of  red  granite,  finely   adorned  with 
hieroglyphics.      [Its   fouthern  part  is  mountainous  and 
covered  with  ruins,  moft  of  which  are  buried  under  the 
earth.     Among  others,  I  found  an  ancient  edifice  Hill 
ftanding,  though  covered  with  earth  at  the  top,  as  well 
as  on  the  fide :  it  is  ftiil  called  the  temple  of  the  ferpent 
Cnuphisi    but   it   refembles    a  fepulchral    monument 
more  than  a  temple.     It  is  inclofed  by  a  kind  of  cloyi- 
ter,  fupported  by  columns:  at  the  four  corners,  and  in 
its  breadth,   it   has  a  wall;     but  in  the  middle  you  fee 
only  a  fingle  column.    This  inclofure  contains  a  grand 
apartment  that  has  two  large  gaces^  the  one  to  the  north,, 
the  other  to  the  fouth ;  and  the  infide  is  almiofc  entirely 
filled  wqth  flones  and  earth.     The  walls,  covered  with 
hieroglyphics,  are  bedawbed  with  dirt,  and  blackened 
by  the  fmoke  of  fires  made  there  by  the  fliepherds.    h\ 
the  midil  of  that  apartment  I  obferved  a  plain  fquare 
table,  without  any  infcription,  and  imagined  that  there 
might  -  be  underneath  an  urn  or  mummy,  and  I  was 
tempted  to  get  it  lifted  up;  but  the  fuperilition  of  the 
gOTernmeni  and  people  v/ould  not  permit  it.     A  tra- 
veller v^ould  think  himfelf  happy  in  having  the  liberty 
to  obferve  thefe  ancient  edifices  in  quiet,  and  he  muft 
not  attempt  any  thing   farther.     I  fhall  never  forget 
that,  on  cur  cafting  anchor  before  AiTouan,  the  popu- 
lace ran  in  crowds  to  fee,  as  they  laid,  the  forceres  ex- 
perienced in  the  black  art.    The  length  of  the  building 
on  the  innde  is  about  80  feet,  and  its  breadth  about  20. 
There  is  near  it  a  kind  of  pcdeftal  made  of  great  blocks 
of  white  ftone,  loaded  with  Greek  infcriptions.] 

About  this  ifland  are  feveral  fmaller  iilands,  as  four 
to  the  fouth  and  two  to  the  v/eft,  and  alfo  feveral  large 
rocks  of  red  granite,  I  croifed  over  to  the  Lybian  fide 
of  the  Nile,  wliere  there  is  a  fandy  valley,  and,  pro- 
Geedinof  about  a  mile,  came  to  a  larp;e  ruinous  uninha- 
bited  monafcery,  v/hich,  i  fuppofed  vvas  dedicaten  to 
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.St,  George,  his  pi6tiirc,  as  big  as  the  life,  being  paint- 
ed on  the  walls ;  upon  them  are  alfo  ieverai  other  bad 
paintings,  and  fome  Coptic  infcriptions.  Returning 
to  Afibuan,  I  went  aihore  upon  the  rocks  to  the  eail, 
oppofite  to  the  fouth  end  of  Elephantine,  where  the 
rocks  are  very  high,  and  on  one  of  them  1  lav/  fome 
hieroglyphics^ 

1  afterwards   fet  out  from  Afibuan,  and  rid  towanls 
Phite,  pafTmg  near  the  quarries,  and  going  along  a  road 
that  feems  to  have  been  made  by  art,  between  little 
hills  and  rocks  of  red  granite,  fome  of  v/hich  were  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  having  hieroglyphics  carved  upon  them. 
This  road  was  divided  into  two  parts,  by  a  mound  in 
the  middle  of  it.     We  at  length  palled   over  to  the 
ifiand  of  Philse,   which  is  high  and  very  fmall,  it  not 
being  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long  and  half  a  quarter 
broad.  The  city  feems  to  have  been  on  the  eafc  fide,  and  it 
appears  that  there  were  no  other  buildings  on  the  iiland, 
but  what  had  a  relation  to  the  temples;  for  Diodorus 
feems  to  infmuatc,  that  no  perfon  but  the  Priefts  were 
permitted  to  land,  on  account  of  the  facrednefs  of  the 
place  i    and   accordingly  the    whole  iiland  appears  to 
have  been  v/alled  round,  fomething  in  the  manner  of 
modern  fortification,  and  great  part  of  that  wall  itill 
remains.     The  particular  fort  of  Ethiopian  hawk  wor- 
ftiipped  here,  I  obferved  cut  among  the  hieroglyphics 
in  feveral  parts,  and  reprefented  with  a  long  neck,  ex- 
tended wings,  and  a  ferpent  coming  out  from  it.    The 
temple   of  the  hawk   is  built  with  frecitone,  near  the 
water,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifiand.     In  the  court  of 
the  temple,  which  is  of  great  length,  is  a  row  of  pillars 
on  each  fide,  that  have  a  great  vai-iety  of  capitals.  Be- 
yond this  is  an  inner  court,  adorned  with  very  beauti- 
ful columns,  the  capitals  of  which  are  v/rought  in  bafio 
relievo  in  fomethino-  like  leaves  and  branches,  above 
which  is  the  head  of  Ifis  on  each  of  the  four  fides.     On 
the  outfide  of  this   inner  court  are  very  large  coloflal 
figures,  cut  on  the  fouth  iide  of  a  great  pyramidal  gate. 
At  the  entrence  to  the  eaft,  is  an  obelifk  on  each  fide 


^2  Dr.  POCOGKE's  TRAVELS 

within^  of  red  granite,  and  near  it  a  lion  alfo  on  each 
fide.  Between  the  wefl  fide  of  the  grand  area  and  the 
water,  there  is  only  a  narrow  terrace  with  doors  to  it 
from  the  portico,  and  the  whole  ends  at  the  water  to 
the  fouth,  vnth  a  parapet  wall,  at  which  are  two  obe- 
lifKs  about  two  feet  and  a  half  fquare,  raifed  on  their 
pedeftals.  The  ifland  rifes  here  twenty  or  thirty  feet 
above  the  water,  affording  a  profpe6t  about  a  mile 
fouth  to  the  granite  hills,  where  the  Nile  turning,  the 
view  is  terminated  by  thofe  hills  in  a  moft  agreeable  ro- 
mantic manner,  all  together  having  a  noble  and  beau- 
tiful appearance. 

To  the  eail  of  this  flru6ture  is  an  oblong  fquare 
building  open  on  all  fides.  The  capitals  of  the  columns 
which  have  fome  refemblance  to  thofe  of  the  Corin- 
thian order,  may  be  reckoned  among  the  moil  beauti- 
ful in  Egypt,  and  were  probably  of  the  lafc  invention, 
they  being   the  only  capitals   of  that   kind   J   law  in 

Egypt- 
Returning  about  half  a  mile  by  the  way  v/e  came, 

we  turned  off  to  the  weft,  in  order  to  take  a  view  of 
the  cataradt,  when,  having  proceeded  about  a  mile 
farther,  we  came  to  the  port  for  the  boats  that  came 
from  Ethiopia,  where  we  found  mofb  of  the  people  ne- 
groes. Here  is  no  village,  but  only  fome  little  huts 
made  of  mats  and  reeds.  At  this  place  the  people  en- 
ter their  goods,  and  convey  them  by  land  to  Aiibuan, 
and  in  the  fame  manner,  the  goods  brought  from  lower 
Egypt  are  alfo  convc3^ed  thither  by  land  from  Afibuan. 
The  chief  import  here  confifts  in  dates,  which  the 
people  of  Allouan  buy,  both  for  their  own  ufe,  and  to 
fend  into  other  parts  of  Egypt :  fo  that  on  both  fides 
the  Egyptian  and  Ethiopian  navigation  end  at  the  ca- 
tara6l.  I  never  faw  nature  difcover  fo  rough  a  face  as 
there  :  on  the  eaft  fide  nothing  is  to  be  feen  but  rocks, 
on  the  weft  the  hills  are  either  fandy  or  black  rocks : 
above,  to  the  fouth,  there  feems  to  be  a  high  rocky 
ifiand,  and  higher  up  rocky  clifts  on  each  fide,  and  be- 
lov;  to  the  north  are  fo  many  rocks,  that  little  of  the 
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water  can  be  feen.  We  now  went  on  to  tlie  north, 
the  Nile  running  tiirough  the  rocks  ;  but  the  people 
knowing  that  I  came  to  lee  the  cataract^  iiood  ftill,  up- 
on which  I  aficed  them,  when  I  fhouid  come  to  it,  and 
to  my  great  furprife,  they  told  me  that  was  the  cata- 
radt.  The  bed  of  the  Nile  is  eroded  by  rocks  of  gra- 
nite, which  in  three  places,  at  fome  diftance  from  each 
other,  divide  the  ftream,  making  three  falls  at  each. 
The  tiril  we  came  to  was  the  kail,  the  fail  appearing 
to  be  not  more  than  three  feet.  The  fecond,  which  is 
a  little  lower  down  the  river,  winds  round  a  large  rock 
or  illand,  forming  two  fcreams :  this  iOand  to  the  north 
may  be  about  twelve  feet  high  -,  and  it  is  faid,  that  at 
high  water  the  Nile  runs  over  this  rock  ;  but  fuppofmg 
the  river  to  be  then  five  feet  higher  below  the  rock, 
the  fail  may  be  about  feven  or  eight  feet:  farther  to 
the  w^efl  are  other  rocks,  and  again  to  the  weft  of  them 
is  a  third  ftream.  Going  fome  what  lower,  I  obferved 
a  third  fall  which  appeared  to  be  greater  than  that  of 
the  others.  There  is  another  catarad*  at  Ibrim,  which 
is  faid  to  be  twelve  days  journey  from  this  place  ;  fome 
alfo  fay  there  is  a  third  catara6l  -,  and  others,  that  there 
are  feven  mountains  and  feven  catar ads. 

[The  ancients  had  a  ftrange  notion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  catarads  being  ftunned  and  rendered  deaf  by 
the  noife  of  the  falling  water.  Lucan  thus  defcribes 
them: 

Who  that  beholds  thee,  Nile  !   thus  gently  flow, 
With  fcarce  a  wrinkle  on  thy  glaffy  brow, 
Can  guefs  thy  rage,  when  rocks  refift  thy  force, 
And  hurl  thee  headlong  in  thy  downward  courfe  ; 
When  {pouting  catarafts  thy  torrent  pour, 
And  nations  tremble  at  thy  deaf'ning  roar; 
When  thy  proud  waves  with  indignation  rife, 
And  dafh  their  foamy  fury  to  the  fkies? 

Rowe's  Lucan.] 

I  here  faw  the  corn  in  ear  at  the  latter  end  of  Janu- 
ary, the  coloquintida  was  full  grown,  and  the  little  apple 
.called  Nabok  was  almoft  ripe,  which  in  Delta  was 


^4  Dr.  POCOCKE's  TRAVELS     • 

ripe  in  November.  In  the  lower  parts  of  Egypt,  the 
time  of  growth  fo-r  fuch  fruit,  1  fuppofe  to  be  alter  the 
overflowing  of  the  Nile  j  but  here,  after  the  great 
heats  are  paft.  I  now  faw  the  people  driving  camels 
loaded  with  fenna,  and  was  told  that  each  load  wa^i 
worth  about  200  medins,  or  near  1 2s.  6d.  The  BaiTa 
grants  a  licenfe  to  one  perfon  who  is  generally  a  Jew, 
to  buy  ail  the  fenna ;  he  is  obliged  to  take  all  that  is 
brought  to  Cairo  ;  and  one  Englifh  merchant  only  has 
the  privilege  of  purchafing  it  of  him. 

On  my  return  to  Affouan,  the  relation  of  a  foldier  I 
had  brought  from  the  Sheik  of  Fourfhout,  as  a  mark 
of  refped,  fent  me  a  fupper  ready  drelTed,-  in  hopes,  I 
fuppofe,  of  a  return  of  greater  value.  And  the  laft  even- 
ing I  vvas  thvcre,  the  Aga  likewife  fent  me  a  fupper  of 
goats  fiefh  boiled,  and  well  peppered,  pilaw,  barley 
broth,  and  hot  bread  3  defiring  that  what  v/as  left  might 
be,  given  to  the  boatmen,  and  not  to  his  people. 

The  next  day,  having  all  my  goods  put  on  board, 
I  took  leave  of  the  Aga,  and  fome  of  his  relations  at- 
tended me  to  the  boat  -,  when  the  wind  not  permitting 
us  to  begin  our  voyage  back,  I  paffed  the  day  in  the  boat 
with  thofe  who  came  to  fee  me.  Among  the  reil  I  was 
vifited  by  a  genteel  man,  brother  to  the  Caimacam  of 
Girge :  I  had  feen  him  at  the  Aga's,  and  was  now  in  a  coun- 
try where  I  thought  I  met  with  a  friend  wherever  I  faw  a 
Turk,  or  a  perfon  of  the  middle  parts  of  Egypt.  He 
behaved  v/ith  great  civility,  and  feemed  to  be  a  very 
good  fort  of  a  man.  The  Chriftian  Secretary  of  the 
Caimacum,  intrufted  me  v/ith  a  letter,  and  a  fum  of 
money  of  the  value  of  three  or  four  pounds,  to  be  de- 
livered as  dire6i:ed  in  Akmim  -,  a  very  great  fum  in 
that  country,  and  a  truft  he  v/ould  fcarcely  have 
lepofed  in  one  of  his  own  country  that  was  going  to 
Cairo ;  though  he  was  fenfible  I  fhould  foon  leave 
Egypt,  and  he  would  never  fee  me  more.  He  at  the 
fame  time  prefented  me  a  live  fheep,  and  in  return  I 
made  him  a  Drefent. 
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As  Dr.  Pococke  proceeded  no  farther  up  the  Nikj. 
wefliall  before  we  follow  him  down  that  river  to  Cairo, 
attend  Mr.  Norden  up  it  as  tar  as  Deir  or  Derri.  The 
Aga  at  Alfouan,  and  other  perfons  in  the  town  had  in- 
terefted  themfelves  in  his  fafety,  and  ufed  every  argu- 
ment to  prevent  his  advancing  farther,  oblerving  that 
he  would  infallibly  be  deftroycd,  fmce  he  was  not  go- 
ing among  men,  but  among  favage  monllers,  wha 
would  murder  a  man  for  a  parat,  in  what  manner  then 
will  Uitj  deal  with  you,  faid  the  Aga,  who  carry  fuch 
treaiiires  .^  but  ail  his  arguments  had  no  effedl,  and  Mr, 
Norden  rcfolved  to  proceed.  The  Aga,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  fiars  for  his  fafety,  fent  his  ov/n  brother  to  ac- 
company him,  he  had  aifo  v/ith  him  a  Janizary,  v/ith 
federal  Romiili  priefts  who  had  com.e  wrch  him  up  the 
Nile,  befides  feverai  fervants  and  a  Jew  valet.  Bein»- 
farniihed  with  letters  of  recommendation  to  the  prin- 
cipal perfons  on  the  coaft,  they  fet  out,  while  the  na- 
tives took  leave  of  them,  as  of  perfons  doomed  to  de- 
ilru6tion. 

Mr.  Norden  fet  out  from  AiTouan  on  the  2 2d  of 
December,  a  month  before  Dr.  Pococke's  arrival  at 
that  tov/n,  and  by  the  Aga's  order  had  thirteen  dro- 
medaries, three  horfes,  and  as  many  aifes,  to  carry  him, 
his  attendants,  and  baggage,  to  the  haven  of  Morroda, 
above  the  catara6t.  He  there  embarked  in  a  boat,, 
with  his  attendants;  viewed  the  antiquities  already  de- 
fcribed  by  Dr.  Pococke,  in  the  ancient  ix^e  of  Phil^, 
and  proceeding  up  the  river,  foon  reached  Daboude,  a 
village  where  he  could  have  wifhed  to  land,  in  order  to 
examine  fome  ancient  edifices  that  appeared  in  fio-ht ; 
but  the  wind  beino-  favourable,  he  was  oblio-ed  to  b^ 
fatisfied  with  a  diftant  view  of  them.  He  obferved  a 
grand  edifice  of  great  length,  built  of  very  large  free- 
llones,  clofed  on  all  fides,  except  tht  front,  v/here  there 
is  a  great  gate,  and  as  it  were  two  windows  on  each 
fide  formed  by  four  columns.  At  the  top  of  the  edi- 
fice runs  a  plai  1  cornice;  under  which,  as  well  as  at 
die  four  angles,  is  the  aftrigai,  or  moulding  Qomr.i^n 
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in  the  Egyptian  buildings.  This  ftru6i:ure  is  encom- 
palFed  with  a  pretty  high  wall,  that  is  much  damaged, 
efpecially  towards  the  portal.  Oppofite  the  front  are 
three  portals  fuccceding  one  another,  v/hich  feem  to 
make  a  paffage  leading  to  a  canal  forty  feet  broad,  that 
terminates  in  the  Nile.  This  canal  is  tilled  v/ith  fand, 
but  its  borders  are  lined  with  a  thick  wall  formed  of 
great  blocks  of  ftone.  There  are  columns  to  be  per- 
ceived on  the  infide  of  the  principal  edifice,  which  ap- 
pears to  have  anciently  ferved  as  a  temple  :  but  befides 
this  ftrufture  there  is  a  vile  modern  piece  of  ilone 
work,  that  diilionours  thefc  ancient  buildins-s,  and 
renders  the  profped:  a  little  confufed. 

Higher  up  is  Hindau,  a  village  where  he  perceived 
four  or  five  columns,  that  are  the  remains  of  abundance 
of  ancient  buildings;  and  for  above  the  fpace  of  a 
quarter  of  a  league,  the  walls  and  foundations  of  fuperb 
edifices  were  feen  on  every  fide  ;  but  all  are  in  ruins, 
■^nd  aimoft  covered  ^vith  fand. 

They  nov/  advanced  to  the  ifland  Giefiret  Mabues, 
fituated  fix  leagues  above  the  catarad,  and  pretty  near 
the  eaftern  fliore  of  the  Nile  :  oppofite  to  it,  on  th^ 
fame  border  of  the  river,  is  Sahdaaeb,  a  village  where 
is  an  ancient  edifice,  the  front  of  v  hich  is  only  adorned 
with  a  plain  moulding  ;  and  its  fquare  portal  refts  upon 
a  bafe  fix  feet  in  height,  formed  of  great  blocks  of 
llone  very  artfully  joined  together.  This  edifice  is 
furrounded  by  a  wall.  Near  Tefta,  which  is  on  the 
confines  of  Egypt  and  Nubia,  they  alfo  faw  fome  re- 
mains of  ancient  buildings,  which,  like  the  lail,  were 
built  of  white  ilones  perfe6lly  well  joined  together.  The 
columns  on  the  infide  are  ft  ill  liib  filling  j  but  thofe  that 
were  without  are  ruined. 

At  eight  in  the  evening  v/hen  they  were  not  above 
a  giin-fhot  diftant  from  the  village,  an  incident  hap- 
pened that  let  them  know  the  chara6ter  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. Thefe  ordered  them  to  bring  the  barque  to 
land,  that  they  might  fee  the  Franks,  and  have  fjme 
of  the   richfs  they  carried  with  them  :   but  this  being 
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refufed,  a  muiket  was  fired  at  the  barque  from  each 
fide  of  the  river;  this  infult  was  returned  by  a  double 
diicharge  of  feven  mufl-iets  towards  the  place  whence 
the  voice  came :  but  the  natives  having  hid  themfelves 
behind  fome  flones,  received  no  damage.  They  were, 
hov/ever,  fiient  for  fome  tlmci  but  foon  refuming  their 
courage,  began  to  fire  again,  and  to  give  abufive  lan- 
guage. This  did  not  pleafe  thofe  in  the  barque  :  they 
therefore  called  out  to  them,  that  if  they  did  not  defift, 
they  v/ould  land,  and  entirely  exterminate  them,  Vv^hich 
had  its  eiFed:,  and  no  more  was  heard  of  them. 

The  next  day  there  being  no  wind,  they  lay  before  a 
village  named  Scherck  Abohuer,  which  has  a  diftrid  of 
near  two  leagues  in  extent.  The  pilot,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  place,  affuring  them  that  they  would  find 
his  countrymen  a  good  fort  of  people,  and  that  they 
might  land  with  the  utmofl  fafety.  Mr.  Norden  vifited 
the  adjacent  parts,  and  at  a  fmali  diilance  obferved 
along  the  Nile  an  antique  quay,  made  of  fcones,  all  cut 
in  the  form  of  prifms,  and  fo  well  joined  together, 
that  there  was  not  the  lead  fpace  between.  Near  it 
were  five  or  fix  cottages,  built  with  fhones,  entirely  co- 
vered with  hieroglyphics  ;  but  no  edifice  could  be  dif- 
covered  whence  they  were  taken,  all  was  deflroyed, 
and  nothing  could  be  found  but  heaps  of  flones, 
alfo  adorned  with  hieroglyphics,  done  by  a  good  hand ; 
but  they  had  never  been  painted.  The  greatefl  breadth 
of  the  land,  from  the  mountain  to  the  border  of  the 
Nile,  is  in  this  diflrid  no  mere  than  an  hundred  paces. 
At  leaft,  if  in  fome  places  it  has  a  little  more  extent,  in 
others  it  has  much  lefs. 

The  wind  being  fair  at  eight  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing, they  immediately  fet  fail ;  Mr.  Norden  took  a  view 
of  feveral  villages,  and  fome  inconfiderable  ruins.  They 
now  came  to  the  moft  difficult  paffage  in  the  whole  Nile. 
The  river  is  here  entirely  croffed  by  rocks  concealed 
under  the  v/ater;  a:  the  fides  of  the  rocks  the  river  i^ 
of  great  depth,  and  the  intermediate  fpaces  form  eddies 
or  whirlpools.     Thofe  in  the  barque  conduced  them- 
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felves  Vvitli  all  the  precaution  that  fo  dangerous  a  paf^ 
fage  required;  but  the  misfuitune  v;as,  thac  tht  barque 
did  not  obey  the  rudder :.  ilie  ftruck  upon  a  rock^  and 
continued  in  airightful  fituation.  She  was  taken  hold 
of  precifely  in  the  middle,  and  the  whirl  of  the  water 
made  her  turn  upon  the  rock  as  upon  a  pivot.  There 
was  too  great  a  depth  in  the  water  for  the  failors  to  iland 
on  the  botrcm  3  tiie  perfon  who  had  the  care  of  the 
baraue  would  have  perfuaded  the  crew  to  so  out  with 
»a  cord,  and  to  draw  it  off  by  fwimming;  but  they  re- 
prefented  that  the  eddies  would  prevent  their  making 
any  way  in  the  v/ater.  All  on  board  vam  faw  tliemlelves 
in  imminent  danger.  Happily  the  current  and  the  wind 
beat  againfc  the  barque  at  the  fame  time,  and  this  v/as 
their  faftty^  the  barque  by  this  m.eans  in  a  little  time 
difengaged  itfelf  without  farther  afiiftance,  and  thole 
en  board  took  fuch  advantage  of  the  wind,  that  they 
were  foon  out  of  danger. 

After,  fome  tim^e  they  came  up  with  the  village  of 
Bekke,  v/hich  is  remarkable  for  the  rem.ains  of  an  an- 
cient temple  at  a  fm.all  diftance.  It  has  no  hierogly- 
phics, yet  is  in  the  tafte  of  the  ancient  Egyptian  build- 
ings, and  may  pafs  for  magnificent.  At  length  they 
arrived  at  Schemederefchied,  a  village  where  they  (laid 
all  night. 

The  next  m.orning  they  fet  fail  from  thence,  and  foon 
after  an  adventure  happened  which  fnews  the  difpofition 
of  thefe  people,  Mr.  Norden  was  examining  the  names 
of  the  places  by  which  they  h^ad  palTed  the  preceeding 
day:  the  Ccm.mander  of  the  veilel,  and  the  Jev/  valet 
were  fitting  near  him,  and  repeating  the  names  of  thofe 
places  that  v/ere  already  v/ritten.  while  he  corre6ted 
them  by  their  pronunciation,  when  a  palienger  ftarted 
up,  threw  himfelf  upon  Mr.  Norden,  feized  the  paper 
he  held  in  his  hand,  and  tearing  it  into  pieces,  retired 
quietly  to  Ids  place,  Vv^here  he  fat  down  as  i^' nothing 
had  happened.  Mr.  Norden,  not  being  able  to  under- 
hand the  meaning  of  tiiis  infolence,  was  retlefting  with 
himfelf  whether  he  iliould  refent  it   or  not,  when  thofc 
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who  were  pre  fen  t  b  aril  into  aloud  laugh.  Upon  this 
he  aiked  tiie  rcafoii^  and  they  explained  to  hira  the 
whole  myfiery.  The  fellow  v/as  unwilling  he  fhould 
know  the  place  from  whence  Jie  came,  becaiiie  he  might 
return  Ibmc  years  after  into  Nubia,  and,  and  bringing 
more  people  with  hini,  might  make  himfelf  mailer  of 
the  country  ;  alledglng  that  if  he  knew  the  name  of  the 
viila^re  where  he  was  born,  and  had  it  in  v/ritinp-,  he 
fhould  not  fail  to  be  taken  as  well  as  the  reft  :  and  that 
this  v/as  the  fole  caule  of  his  fnatching  the  paper,  in* 
which  the  name  was  going  to  be  ivrittcn. 

Mr.  Norden  could  fcarccly  forbear  laughing  at  the 
fellow's  fimplicity;  bat  to  pre\^eni:  the  confrquences 
of  ilich  a  humour  for  the  future,  he  ailumed  a  very  fe- 
rious  air,  ordering  the  commander  of  the  veiTel,  to 
draw  near  the  bank,  and  put  that  infoient  fellov/  on 
fbore,  adding,  '^  The  barque  is  entirely  ours  ;  it  is 
*^  by  courtefy  we  give  any  one  a  paffage,  and  when 
"  any  body  behaves  infolentiy  v/e  ihall  turn  him  out.'* 
The  fellow,  who  was  indeed  a  paiTenger,  now  humbly 
beo'p'ed  to  ftav,  and  promifed  to  behave  better  for  the 
future  j  upon  v/hich  Mr.  Norden  fuffered  himfelf  to  be 
prevailed  oa,  and  the  man  from  that  time  was  quiet 
and  tra6labl€. 

In  the  mean  time  they  paiTed  by  feveral  other  vil- 
lages, and  the  wind  falling  calm,  they  faftened  tht 
barque  on  the  weitern  fhore,  near  a  village  named  Sa- 
buna,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  are  fome  remar- 
able  antiquities  ;  but  they  have  not  fo  magniticent  an 
appearance  as  tliofe  of  Dekke,  nor  are  the  ^I'ones  fo  well 
joined  together,  there  being  pretty  large  openings  be- 
tween them.  The  ediiice  is,  however,  built  in  the  an- 
cient  Egyptian  talle,  and  though  the  portal  is  dam.aged, 
the  reft  continues  ftanding.  Thefs  ruins  are  in  the  plain 
covered  with  fand,  where  from  fome  broken  walls 
there  appear  to  have  been  other  buildings  of  a  vaft 
extent. 

They  had  here  all  round  them  nothing  but  mioun- 
tains  and  fandy  rocks.     The  mountains^  to  which  the 


loo  Dr.  POCOCKE's  TRAVELS 

Nile  reaches  in  its  inundation j  are  Hoping  aad-  and 
cultivated  up  to  the  top.  This  tract  of  ground  v/as 
filled  with  beans,  and  lupines,  that  had  been  planted 
there,  and  the  fummit  v/as  crowned  thickets  of  thorns 
that  grew  up  of  therafelves. 

The  next  morning  they  again  let  fail,  and  in  the  af- 
ternoon, approaching  a  village  named  Korofcoff,  fitu- 
ated  on  the  eaftern  ihore,  the  natives  called  out  to  thera 
to  bring  the  barque  to  land.  They  obeyed,  and 
»then  heard  that  the  Schorbatcfnie,  the  father  of  the 
Caihiflbrim,  was  there  at  his  country-houfe.  Upon 
this  they  went  on  afhore,  and  Mr.  Norden  v/aited  upon 
this  potentate,  accompanied  by  the  brother  of  the  Aga 
of  AiTouan,  the  Jev/  valet,  and  the  Jananizary  who 
went  with  them  as  a  guard.  They  found  the  great 
man  feated  in  the  middle  of  a  field,  expofed  to  all  the 
heat  of  the  fun,  and  employed  in  deciding  a  difpute  be- 
tween two  men  about  a  camel.  He  had  the  look  of  a 
wolf,  and  was  dreffed  like  a  beggar.  An  old  napkin, 
which  was  formerly  white,  made  his  turban,  and  a  red- 
drefs,  flill  more  old,  fcarce  covered  his  body,  v/hich 
appeared  through  the  holes.  Mr.  Norden  faluted  him 
in  the  ordinary  manner ;  but  as  he  had  brought  no  pre- 
fent,  he  did  not  fo  much  as  afk  him  to  fit  down  y 
but  he  placed  himfelf  by  him,  without  afking  his  per- 
miffion,  and  })ut  into  his  hands  the  letters  the  Aga  of 
Affouan  and  his  fon  had  furniflied  him  with.  The  latter 
he  put  in  his  turban,  but  read  the  others  with  great  at- 
tention ;  after  wiiich  he  turned  to  thofe  v/ho  were  plead- 
ing, each  of  whom  feemcd  to  imagine  he  fliould  gain 
his  caufe  by  dint  of  noife.  The  Schorbatfchie  fome- 
times  intermixed  his  voice,  and  made  himfelf  fo  well 
heard,  that  it  could  not  be  doubted  but  that  he  was  the 
judge. 

As  this  trial  feemed  as  if  it  would  not  be  foon  ended, 
Mr.  Norden  ordered  the  Jew  to  fpeak  to  the  Effendi, 
who  v/as  prefent,  in  order  to  prevail  on  the  Schorbat- 
fchie to  difpatch  him  fpeedily.  This  the  Effendi  did, 
^nd  en  the  Schorbatfchie's  hearing  from  him  that  the 
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Jew  was  Mr.  Ncrdcn's  interpreter;,  he  aflced  him,  why 
his  mafixr  had  not  brought  him  a  good  prefent.  "  You 
'^  go  too  fail,  replied  the  Jew.  What,  aik  for  pre- 
"  fents  before  you  have  done  him  the  leafl:  fervice  1 
*^  Shew  yourfelf  his  friend,  and  you  will  fee  that  he 
^'^  will  pay  you  welL"  This  (lattering  hope  entirely 
changed  the  gentleman's  behaviour  ;  he  ailamed  an  air 
of  mildnefs  i  faluted  Mr.  Norden,  and  told  him  that  he 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  to  Derri ;  that  he  would 
be  there  before  him,  vv^liere  he  would  give  him  entire 
fatisfa6lion.  At  the  fame  time  he  ordered  his  fon  to 
condu6t  him  to  his  country  houfc,  to  ihew  it  him,  and 
to  fend  a  goat  as  a  prefent  to  the  barque. 

Mr.  Norden  by  this  m.eans  faw  his  country  feat, 
which  might  with  more  propriety  be  termed  a  frable, 
and  while  he  was  looking  at  it,  his  conduclor  chofc 
from  feven  or  eight  (he  goats  the  pooreil  he  could  find. 
As  they  were  returning  to  the  barque,  the  Jew  told 
Mr.  Norden,  that  the  Eftendi,  who  was  a  native  of 
Cairo,  had  fhewed  great  furprife,  at  their  having  dared 
to  advance  fo  far,  and  had  obferved,  that  they  mhght 
think  themfelves  happy  if  they  efcaped  in  fafety.  But 
he  feemed  to  give  little  attention  to  this  difcourfe.  On 
his  arrival  at  the  barque,  he  found  that  the  goat,  lean 
as  fhe  was,  was  become  a  bone  of  contention.  The, 
crew  laid  claim  to  it,  and  maintained  that  the  Schor- 
batfchie  had  fent  it  for  their  fupper  ;  the  com^mander 
of  the  veiTel  fided  with  them;  but  the  valet  being  un- 
willing to  furrender  it,  the  difpute  grew  warm,  and 
Mr.  Norden  was  obliged  to  maintain  his  right  by  feri- 
ous  menaces;  but  having  thus  determined  the  property 
of  the  goat  in  his  own  favour,  he  generoufly  made  a 
prefent  of  it  to  the  crew. 

Mr.  Norden  had  now  no  fooner  fet  fail,  than  the 
commander  of  the  barque,  declared  that  he  would  not 
upon  any  confideration  carry  him  farther  than  Derri, 
and  that  nothing  fhould  induce  him  to  proceed  to  the 
fecond  catarad.  Thefe  difcourfes,  added  to  the  Effen- 
di's  advice,  caufed  Mr.  Norden  to  make  feveral  ferious 
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refiectricns  :  but  he  was  too  far  engaged  to  draw  back, 
and  was  rcfolved  to  continue  advancing,  to  fee  what 
would  be  the  refult  of  it.     In  the  mean  time  he  thouo^ht 

o 

proper  to  impofe  filence  on  the  commander  of  the  vef- 
icl,  and  to  alTure  him,  that,  in  what  manner  foever 
things  might  turn  out,  they  ihould  always  have  it  in 
their  power  to  demolifli  him  ;  and  that  if  any  misfortune 
befel  them,  they  fliould  confider  him  as  the  author  of 
it,  and  be  fure  to  make  him  the  fihl  victim.  Thefe 
menaces  made  him  change  his  tone,  and  he  fwore,  that 
if  Baram  Caihif,  to  v/hom  the  boat  belonged,  would 
permit  it.  he  would,  with  all  his  heart,  convey  them 
as  far  as  he  could  fail :  but  he  exhorted  Mr.  Norden, 
and  his  attendants,  to  take  care  of  offending  that  ty- 
rant, of  vv^hom  he  gave  a  dreadful  defcription,  though 
he  was  his  mailer. 

A  calm  coming  on,  and  the  current  driving  them 
back,  they  faflened  the  barque  near  Amada,  a  village 
on  the  weflern  fhore,  almoft  oppofite  to  Korofkoff  j 
where  Mr.  Norden  landed,  in  order  to  fee  an  ancient 
Egyptian  temple,  which  in  length  of  time  had  gotteri 
into  the  hands  of  the  Chriiiians.  On  the  walls  arc 
paintings  of  the  Trinity,  the  apoftles,  and  feveral  other 
faints  ;  and  v/here  the  piafler  has  fallen  off,  the  hiero- 
glyphics that  are  underneath  begin  to  appear.  This 
temple  is  fbill  entire  i  but  a  monaftery  that  had  been 
built  near  it,  is  abfoiutely  ruined. 

Mr.  Norden  having  taken  a  drawing  of  it,  withdrew  -, 
he  had  perceived  nobody  on  the  Vv^ay^  but  near  the 
baroue  he  miCt  with  one  of  the  natives  on  horfeback, 
entirely  naked,  only  his  bread  was  covered  with  a  goat's 
fl<:in.  He  was  arm.ed  with  a  long  pike,  and  a  buckler 
made  of  the  ikin  of  the  rhinoceros.  This  man  flropt 
him;  but  after  af[<cing  him  fome  quefiions,  and  finding 
he  was  not  underilood,  rode  off. 

The  Nile  was  here  fo  fhallow,  that  in  feveral  places 
the  barque  could  fcarcely  pafs. 

The  next  morning  the  wind  being  north  they  v/crc 
obliged  to  tow  the  boat  along  the  fhore  during  the 


THROUGH  EGYPT.  103 

whole  day.  ^  It  was  now  remarkedj  that  the  flope  en 
the  fhore  of  the  river  v/as  for  the  moft  part  covered 
with  lupines  and  radifhes,  the  feed  of  which  ferves  for 
making  oil.  There  were  likevvife  fome  other  plants, 
fiich  as  fuccory  and  biirnet.  Mr.  Norden  remarked 
here  an  odd  method  of  croffing  the  Nile.  Two  men 
were  fitting  on  a  trufs  of  itraw,  while  a  cow  fwimming 
before,  one  of  them  held  in  one  hand  her  tail,  and 
v/ith  the  other  guided  the  be  aft  by  a  cord  faftened  to 
her  horns.  The  other  man,  who  was  behind,  fleered 
v/ith  a  little  oar,  by  means  of  which  he  kept  at  the 
fame  time  the  balance.  The  fame  day,  he  Hkewife 
faw  fome  loaded  camels  croffing  the  river.  A  m.an 
fwimming  before,  held  the  bridle  of  the  firfb  camel  in 
his  mouth  j  the  fecond  camel  was  faftened  to  the  tail  of 
the  firft,  and  the  third  to  the  tail  of  the  fecond;  vv^hiie 
another  man  brought  up  the  rear,  and  took  care  tliat 
the  fecond  and  third  camels  ftiould  follow  in  a  row. 

Two  days  after,  they  arrived  at  Deir  or  Derri,  which 
is  fituated  on  the  eaftern  ftiore  of  the  Nile,  pretty  near 
the  place  where  the  river  begins  to  dired:  its  courfe  to- 
wards the  weft.  The  news  of  their  arrival  had  gone 
before  them  j  for,  on  their  faftening  their  bark  to  land, 
axrowd  of  people  were  running  in  order  to  fatisfy  their 
curiofity  by  feeing  them.  Mr.  Norden  being  told  that 
the  Schorbatfchie  was  returned,  and  had  affembled 
other  Princes  at  his  houfe,  immiediately  w^aited  on  him, 
attended  by  one  of  the  priefts,  who  underftood  the  lan- 
guage, and  the  Jev/  valet.  They  found  thefe  petty 
princes  in  .a  grand  divan,  and  were  received  with  much 
civility.  Baram  Cafnif  fat  as  prefident,  and,  after  the 
firft  comphments,  let  Mr.  Norden  knov/  that  they  had 
been  confulting  together  about  him  3  and  as  they  in- 
tended to  promote  his  voyage,  they  had  thought  it  was 
beft  for  him  to  ftay  at  Derri  till  the  arrival  of  the  new 
Cafnif]  when  they  ftiould  go  to  war  with  a  people  that 
dy/elt  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fecond  cataract,  and 
as  they  ihould  lead  an  army  of  500  men,  he  Vv^ould  tra- 
vel in  good  company,  and  with  thx  utmoft  fafety.     The 


104  Dr.  POCOCKE's  TRAVELS 

v/hole  divan  tcilified  their  being  of  the  fame  fentiments : 
but  Mr.  Norden,  perceiving  that  a  plot  was  laid  for 
him,  anfv/ered^  that  he  and  thofe  vvitli  him  preferred 
continuing  their  voyage  upon  the  T^^ile  in  the  barque 
they  had  hired :  but  that,  hov/ever,  they  v/ould  confi- 
der  on  the  offer  which  had  been  made  them.  Baram 
Cafhif  beino-  then  informed  that  Mr.  N.orden  deiircd 
to  have  a  private  conferrence  with  him,  he  confented 
and  appointed  the  hour.  On  which  our  traveller  rofe 
up,  faluted  the  divan,  and  returned  to  the  barque,  in 
crder  to  confult  with  his  com.panions  in  the  voyage,  on 
the  meafures  mofl:  prudent  to  be  taken. 

The  propofals  of  the  divan,  joined  to  v^/hat  they  had 
been  told  at  AiTouan,  made  every  one  think  it  would 
be  madnefs  to  go  any  farther,  and  that  it  was  neceffary 
to  turn  back  as  foon  as  poffible.  At  the  hour  appoint- 
ed Mr.  Norden  waited  upon  Baram  Cafhif,  and  inform- 
ed hirn,  that  there  were  none  of  them  in  a  condition  to 
bear  fo  long  a  journey  by  land,  and  that  they  begged 
of  him  as  a  favour,  that  he  would  oblige  the  command- 
er of  the  barque  to  convey  them  to  the  fccond  catar- 
a6t.  He  anfwered,  that  the  barque  was  his;  that  if  his 
fervant  had  engagad  to  carry  him  farther^,  he  had  ex- 
ceeded his  orders;  that,  befides,  the  water  of  the  Nile 
w^as  too  fhaliow  ro  render  it  poffible  to  go  up  the  Nile 
as  far  as  the  catarad:,  and  that  they  would  he  forced  to 
fcop  ibmewhere  upon  the  way  with  his  barque,  which 
would  be  a  great  lofs  to  him.  Mr.  Norden  replied, 
^^  Since  it  is  not  pofiible  to  advance  by  water,  and  on 
''  the  other  hand,  v/e  are  unable  to  go  by  land,  we 
"  we  have  no  other  meaiiire  to  take  than  to  return 
"  back."  '^  You  may,  he  replied,  but  it  ihali  not 
^^  be  with  my  barque.  I  v/ant  it ;  and  you  muft  take 
"  your  things  out  of  it  as  foon  as  poffible." 

Mr.  Norden  could  not  now  doubt  of  the  bad  defigns 
formed  P.gainft  himj.  There  T\^as  then  no  other  barque 
at  Derri,  2nd  even  if  there  had  been  one,  nobody 
would  dare  to  carry  him  in  it  without  the  permiffion  oi 
this  man,  who  was  a  real  tyrant.     Mr.  Norden,  there- 
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fbrCj  by  means  of  the  Jew  and  tke  priel^  offered 
him  all  tht  advantages  he  could  hope  for  in  Letting-  ihe 
barque,  and  after  many  difficulties  the  bargain  Wc  s 
made,  the  man  v/ho  commanded  it  was  called,  and  they 
all  fwore,  holding  their  hands  on  their  beards,  to  fcand 
to  the  agreement.  Baram  Cailiif  v/as  fo  fatisfied  with 
it,  that  he  made  Mr.  Norden  a  prefent  of  two  new 
zagaies,  or  darts,  and  the  pizzle  of  a  young  elephant, 
which  he  fiiid  he  had  carried  above  ten  years  j  and,  on 
his  returnino;  to  the  baroue,  he  fent  after  him  a  o-oat, 
and  a  bafl-cet  of  dates. 

Mr.  Norden  now .  fent  him  a  prefent  of  tobacco, 
ftrong  liquors,  and  other  things  :  but  his  affairs  had  al- 
ready taken  a  different  turn;  the  Schorbatfchie  had 
heard  of  the  agreement,  and  being  apprehenfive  of 
lofmg,  by  the  departure  of  the  boat,  all  the  advan- 
tages he  had  expeded,  had  talked  with  Baram  Cailiif, 
and  made  him  change  his  fentiments.  He  therefore  re- 
je6ted  the  prefent,  faying  they  had  made  a  fool  of  him^ 
and  that  he  muft  have  things  of  greater  value. 

The  Jew  returning  with  this  report,  they  could 
fcarce  give  credit  to  what  he  faid :  they,  however,  com- 
miffioned  the  father  to  wait  on  him  again.  Baram  Ca- 
fhif  gave  him  a  very  cold  reception  ^  told  him  a  thou- 
fand  foolilh  things,  and  the  prieft  obferving,  that  he 
ought  to  confider  they  were  under  the  protedion  of  the 
Grand  Signior,  he  anfv/ered  in  a  feeming  rage  ;  "  I 
**  laugh  at  the  horns  of  the  Grand  Signior;  I  am  here 
"  Grand  Signior  myfelf,  and  will  teach  you  to  refpe6l: 
iViQ  as  you  ought.  I  know  already  what  fort  of 
people  you  are,  added  he.  I  have  confiilted  my 
cup,  and  have  found  by  it,  that  you  are  thoic  of 
whom  one  of  our  prophets  has  laid,  There  would 
come  Franks  in  difguife,  who,  by  little  prefents,  and 
by  a  foothing  and  infmuating  behaviour,  vv^ould  pals 
every  where  ;  examine  the  ftate  of  the  country  3  go 
to  make  a  report  of  it,  and  afterwards  returning  with 
a  oreat  number  of  Franks,  con:i'-i-r  and  extcrmin; 
Vol,  v.  O      ' 
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''   us  all.     But  I  will  take  cvi  re  of  that:   you  muli  quit 
'^  the  barque  without  delay." 

-  The  father  having  at  his  return  repeated  this  dif-' 
courfe,  it  was  refolved  not  to  quit  the  barque  but  with 
life.  However,  early  the  next  morning  Mr.  Norden 
waited  on  Baram,  accompanied  by  the  priefl:,  who 
fpoke  the  language,  and  by  the  Jew.  The  Cafhif  foon 
appeared,  repeated  his  accuftomicd  cant,  and  offered 
to  condu6t  them  to  the  catarad:  -,  but  on  their  lettinnr 
him  know,  that  they  had  no  mind  to  go  thither,  he  de- 
manded large  prefents.  Upon  this  Mr.  Norden  a&ed 
him  by  wdiat  right  he  formied  fuch  pretennons  -,  and 
what  he  meant  by  playing  thus  with  his  oath,  and 
breaking  the  bargain  he  had  made  r"  Enraged  at  thefe 
reproaches,  he  fwore  that  he  would  miake  them  know 
who  he  was,  and  threatened  to  take  away  their  lives ; 
to  which  Mr.  Norden  only  anfwered,  that  they  fliould 
be  able  to  take  their  meafures,  and  quitting  him  with- 
out taking  leave,  they  w^ent  immiediately  to  the  Scor- 
batfchie. 

This  officer,  who  was  as  great  a  villain  as  the  other, 
treated  them  with  miuch  the  fame  language.  On  vv'hich 
Mr.  Norden  rcfe  up,  and  raifmg  his  voice,  cried, 
^^  Tell  him  if  they  have  taken  their  refolution,  we  have 
"  taken  ours,  and  will  wait  the  iifue  with  our  w^eapons 
*^  in  our  hands.''  Upon  this  he  went  to  thedoor,  and 
the  father,  as  well  as  the  Jew,  having  interpreted  what 
he  faid,  followed  him  clofely. 

As  they  v^ere  crolTing  the  market-place,  in  order  to 
hafcen  to  the  barque,  Baram  Cafhif,  who  v/as  there, 
fent  for  Mr.  Norden,  and  being  then  in  his  good  hu- 
mour, made  him,  fit  down  by  him,  and,  faluting  him, 
faid  he  m.uft  clothe  him  like  an  Emir,  and  make  him 
other  prefents,  which  he  mentioned.  Mr.  Norden 
promifed  to  content  him,  provided  he  v/ouid  imme- 
diately give  orders  for  their  departure,  and  the  bar- 
o-ain  feernedto  be  again  concluded.  As  no  agreement 
Vv^as  yet  made  vnth  the  Schorbatfchie,  Mr.  Norden- 
prOpofed  to  return  to  him  ^   but  the  Cafnif  defired  tlr^t 


THROUGH  EGYPT.  my 

die  others  migat  be  fent,  and  thai  he  v/culd  Ila)^  with 
him  till  they  canie  back. 

This  being  agreed  to^,  they  we  e  no  fooner  alone, 
than  xht  Caihif  ordered  feme  dates  and  water  to  be 
brought,  and  treating  lAv.  Norden  with  great  civiUty, 
made  him  underilaiid;,  that  he  fliould  give  him  fome  of 
his  fliirts,  v/ith  fome  coffee,  rice,  &c.  This  he  pro- 
mifed  by  figns,  and  in  broken  Arabic.  The  Cailiif^ 
fiiled  with  joy,  renewed  his  careffes ;  but  it  was  vifible 
they  were  owing  to  his  avarice.  Both  the  Arabs  and 
the  Turks  are  accudomed  to  put  what  they  eileem 
moil  valuable  in  the  folds  of  their  turban,  and  thofe  of 
their  fc.irf,  and  Baram  Cajliif  v/antino-  to  know  wdie- 
tner  he  did  not  carry  fomething  vakiable  about  him, 
began  with  filling  his  pockets^  with,  dates ;  and  then 
putting  fome  into  his  fcarf,  and  his  turban,  took  care 
to  fearch,  at  the  fame  timiC,  v/hether  he  could  not  find 
any  thing  in  them  :  but  Mr.  Norden  had  wifely  taken 
every  thing  out  before  he  left  the  barque,  fo  that  he  loft 
both  his  labour  and  the  dates. 

In  the  mean  while  tlie  prieft  and  the  Jew  returned, 
without  being  able  to  prevail  on  the  Schorbatfchie  -,  on 
which  Baram  Caihif  told  Mr.  Norden,  that  if  he  would 
itay  with  him  and  let  the  others  go,  he  would  treat  him 
as  his  own  brother  j  but  that  gentlem.an,  after  thanking 
him  for  his  offer,  entreated  him  to  finiih  the  affair, 
and  give  orders  for  his  departure.  To  this  he  con- 
fented,  and,  taking  them  to  his  houfe,  made  frefh  pro- 
pofals  i  and  it  was  agreed  that  he  fhould  have  Mr. 
Norden's  fuit  of  clothes,  a  pair  of  piftols,  fame  pov/- 
der  and  bail,  and  fifteen  fevillans ;  that  the  fame  fum 
fliould  be  given  to  the  Schorbatfchie,  that,  befides, 
the  Caihif  fnould  receive  thirty-five  fevillans  for  the 
hire  of  the  barque,  fix  fevillans  fnould  be  given  to  the 
man  who  was  to  command  it,  and  three  to  the  failors. 
On  thefe  conditions  they  were  to  fail  in  the  night,  that 
they  might  do  it  with  the  greater  fafety.  The  Cailiif 
t\\tn  told  them,  he  would  go  and  make  the  Schorbat- 
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fcliic  hearlien  to  rcafon,  and  afterwards  coine  to  the 
baraue,  to  fee  the  prefents  defi^ned  him. 

Our  travellers  now  haded  to  the  barque,  where  they 
immediately  caufed  every  thing  they  had  bargained  for 
to  be  taken  out  of  their  chcfis,  to  prevent  cheir  being 
obliged  to  open  them,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Cafnif,  taiv- 
ing  care  to  conceal  all  their  houfnold  utenfils,  with  a 
thoiifand  uleful  triPies,  and  to  expofe  nothing  to  the 
light  but  weapons,  of  v/liich  they  had  a  pretty  good 
itock. 

In  about  an  hour  Barami  Caihif  arrived,  and  order- 
ing every  body  on  the  bank  of  the  Nile  to  retire,  en- 
tered the  barque,  and,  having  feen  his  prefent,  ap- 
peared well  fatisfied.  He  defired  that  it  might  be  con- 
cealed fromi  the  Schcrbatfchie,  who  was  coming,  and 
kept  till  it  grev/  dark,  when  he  would  fend  one  of  his 
fiaves  for  it.  But  the  Schorbatfchie,  on  his  arrival,  ap- 
peared dilfatisfied  with  the  bargain,  and  refufmg  to  ac- 
cept of  a  piece  of  com^mon  red  cloth,  iufiicient  to  make 
him  a  fuit  of  clothes,  retired  difcontented.  Baram 
Caihif,  hov/ever,  bid  rhem  fear  nothing,  for  he  wxuld 
ftand  to  his  agreement.  Who  would  not  have  thought 
that  he  now  a6ted  nncerely  ?  efpecially  as  the  man  Vv'ho 
had  the  care  of  the  boat,  came,  and  faid  he  had  received 
orders  from  his  mafier  to  iail,  and  fjr  that  purpofe  put 
frefn  merchandifes  on  board.  Yet  at  night  no  ilave 
came  for  the  prefent ;  and  this  rendering  Mr.  Norden 
Kneafy,  he  fent  the  Jev/  and  the  Aga's  brother  to  fee 
what  occafioned  this  delay;  but  after  ftaying  till  pafc 
midnight,  thty  jeiurncd  with  the  m.elancholy  news 
that  the  Cafhif  fwore  to  deRroy  them  ;  and  talked  of 
havincr  chefls  of  r^old  before  he  would  fufter  them  to 

t  J  i.  3  ty  \.  . 

The  FfTendi  then  came  to  the  barque,  and  told  them 
he  was  e-Ktremely  concerned  at  the  fad  circumftances 
in  which  lie  faw  them.  ^'  You  liave  to  do  v/ith  devils, 
**  and  n^'^t  men,  faid  he.  I  have  the  unhappinefs  to 
^'  be  obliged  to  live  with  them.     I  maintain  myfelf  in 
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^^  my  pcft  becaufe  I  can  v/rite,  which  tlif  7  cannot  do 
"  thenifeiyes  :  but  I  abhor  the  manner  in  which  they 
^^  treat  ilrangers,  whence  no  barque  any  longer  comes 
^^  here.  I  know  not  what  it  is  that  reilrains  them  with 
'^  refped  to  you :  but,  before  your  arrival,  it  w^as  de- 
*^  bated  in  the  Divan,  whether  they  fnould  get  rid  of 

you  immediately,  and  in   what  manner  they  ihould 
out  ito     After  great  difputes,  it  was  agreed  to 

condu6l  you  into  the  defarts,  under  the  pretence  of 
*^  accompanying  you  to  the  cataract.  What  they 
*'  would  have  done  with  you  when  there,  the  prophet 
"  only  knows  :  but  all  they  faid  about  a  war,  were  lies 
*'  intended  to  miake  you  fall  into  the  fnare.  Believe 
^'  miC,  you  have  to  do  v/ith  the  greatefc  villain  on 
^^  eartl'i.  He  has  killed  nine  men  with  his  own  hand, 
'^  who  were  his  friends,  and  fome  of  the  moil  power- 
'^  fui  men  of  the  country.  It  is  this  that  has  rendered 
'^  him  fo  formidable  j  he  fupports  his  power  by  the 
'^  prefents,  he  makes  to  fome,  out  ofvvhat  he  plunders 
"  from  others.  Ke  might  be  really  a  Caihif,  did  he 
'^  but  dare  to  go  toTfchirche,  to  afk  for  the  Cafretan; 

but  he  is  deterred  by  the  complaints  often  carried 

thither  againft  him  ;  thus  he  rather  chufes  to  fend 
'^  thither  fomic  filly  young  fellow,  in  whofe  name  he 
^'  governs,  Befides,  added  the  Effendi,  he  is  drunk 
"  every  night  j — he  then  refembles  a  madman — he  lies 
*'  with  his  own  daughters — In  fhort,  he  is  the  viieil 
''  v/retch  I  ever  knew." 

Thofe  in  the  barque  heard  this  dreadful  charadler, 
without  anfwering  a  word  3  and  only  aflced  his  advice, 
v/hich  he  v/as  unable  to  give  them.  In  this  uncertainty 
he  left  them,  and  they  continued  in  it  the  whole  night. 

At  break  of  day  a  flave  from  the  Cafhif  came  to  tell 
the  commander  of  the  barque,  that  he  muil  throw  all 
the  baggage  of  the  Franks  on  lliore,  and  oblige  them 
to  quit  the  veffel  -,  but  they  imimediately  informed  him, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  fiave,  that  he  fnould  not  touch 
any  thing  that  belonged  to  them ;  that  they  were  re- 
folved  not  to  quit  the  barque,  but  wii:h  life  i  and  that 
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the  firfi  ptrfon  who  fhould  attempt  to  force  them  out 
lliould  be  laid  dead  on  the  Ipot.  They  promiiedj  how- 
ever, to  talk  v/ith  the  Cailiit,  and  Mr.  Norden  had  the 
courage  to  go  immediately  to  his  houfe,  attended  by 
the  interpreters. 

They  were  received  with  great  coldnefs,  and  on  their 
mentioning  his  fecond  agreement,  he  fie w  into, a  rage, 
crying,  Get  you  gone,  get  you  gone.  They  did  not 
ftay  to  have  this  brutal  compliment  repeated;  but 
went  to  the  Schorbatfchie,  to  know  from  him  wliat 
they  had  to  expert.  They  arrived  at  his  houfe  before 
he  was  up,  and  found  many  people  afTembled  there,  ail 
of  whom  were  eager  to  talk  with  them,  and  to  all^^  for 
fomething.  The  prieft  v/ho  was  with  them,  repeated 
what  they  faid,  and  their  ridiculous  requefts  gave  them 
occafion  more  than  once  to  laugh.  One  of  their  Saints 
who  had  filently  flood  in  a  corner  of  the  room,  at  length 
approached  them,  and  being  ofi^ended  at  their  good 
humour  charitably  told  them  in  lingua  Franca,  which 
he  fpoke  very  ill,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  fo  merry, 
fince  it  v/ould  better  fuit  them  to  weep;  for  before  the 
day  was  ended,  they  w^ould,  perhaps,  have  loft  all  their 
gaity.  But  this  council  m.ade  no  great  impreffion  upon 
them.  This  man  lately  comxC  from  Algiers,  and 
was  half  naked ;  but  his  pretended  charader  of  being 
a  Saint,  occafioned  his  being  treated  with  great  vene- 
ration. 

Tiie  Schorbatfchie  at  laft  appearing,  they  wifned 
him  a  good  day,  «vhich  he  coldly  returned.  Mr.  Nor- 
den then  defired  the  interpreter  to  ailc  him,  whether 
they  might  hope  to  come  to  an  agreement  with  him. 
''  Give  me,  faid  he,  five  or  fix  purfes,  and  then  I  will 
"  talk  to  you.  I  mufl  fee  your  chefts.  I  will  go  this 
''  day  to  the  barque  ;  you  (ball  open  them  for  me,  and 
*'  if  they  are  not  filled  with  gold,  you  fhall  fhare  with 
me  what  they  contain."  To  this,  Mr.  Norden  refo- 
lutely  replied,  ''  that  he  ihouid  not  fee  the  infide  of  his 
''  chefts,  nor  break  them  open ;  bnt  that  he  might 
^'  depend  upon  it,  that  the  peribn  to  whom  he  gave 
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'^  the  commilTion  would  not  return  to  tell  him  Vvhat  he 
"  had  found  there."  To  this  menace  the  Scliorbatf- 
chie  gave  no  anfwerj  but  after  looking  earneftly  at  Mr. 
Norden,  turned  towards  his  own  people^  and  diredied 
his  difcourfe  to  them. 

They  had  now  heard  enough  to  form  a  judgment  of 
what  they  were  to  expedi^,  and  therefore  retired^  in  order 
to  return  to  their  barque  :  but  the  CaHiif  being  fittino- 
in  grand  council  in  the  market-place,  and  feeing  them 
pais  by^  called  to  them  -,  and  on  their  proceedings  flill  fent 
a  fiave  after  them,  on  which  they  went  up  to  him.  He  was 
now  no  longer  the  fame  man  3  he  received  them  with 
an  air  of  gaiety,  and,  having  made  them  fit  down  by  his 
fide,  afl^td  Mr.  Norden  v/hy  he  would  not  give  him  a 
cheft  of  gold,  fmce  he  had  fo  many.  Mr.  Norden  in- 
fiantly  arofe,  in  order  to  go  away,  without  making  him 
any  anfwer^  but  the  Cailiif,  taking  hold  of  his  clothes, 
obliged  him  to  fit  dov/n  again,  and  a&ing  why  he  divd 
not  anfwer  him,  he  told  him  that  he  was  a  pitiful  fellow^, 
without  honour  or  confcience,  and  therefore  he  would 
have  nothing  farther  to  fay  to  him.  The  interpreter  he- 
litating,  Baram,  perceived  it,  and  ordered  him  with  a 
ftern  look  to  tell  him  all,  v/ithout  omitting  a  fingle 
word,  which  he  having  done,  Baram,  inftead  of  beino- 
offended,  as  was  expe6led,  fet  up  a  laugh  -,  and  Mr. 
Norden  added,  that  he  had  offered  him  too  much  al- 
ready ^  but  if  he  v/ould  let  him  go  immediately,  he 
would  not  regard  v/hat  was  pail  j  and  v/ould  add  fome 
little  prefents  that  v/ould  be  agreeable  to  him.  This 
the  Cafhif  feemed  to  reliili ;  he  loaded  him  with  caref- 
fes,  and  called  him  his  brother;  demanded  fome  purfcs 
for  himfelf,  and  others  for  the  Schorbatfchie  ,  and,  in 
fhort,  formed  other  pretenfions,  to  which  Mr.  Norden 
made  no  anfwer :  but  being  prelTed  to  fpeak,  he  told 
him  that  they  had  no  more  than  was  necelTary  for  their 
voyage,  and  would  give  him  nothing ;  that  it  was  true 
he  had  made  him  promifes,  but  as  the  Cailiif  had  bfoke 
liis  v/ord,  he  was  difpecfed  with  from  keeping  his 
Word  wdth  him;  that  he   fhould  have  nctliino-  but  bv 
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force,  and  that  lie  was  going  to  the  barque,  to  put 
every  thing  in  order  for  his  reception.  The  Calhif 
heard  this  with  patience,  and  only  anfweied,  thai  he 
had  force  enough  to  deftroy  them,  was  he  difpofed  to 
it.  "  We  know  it,  cried  Mr.  Norden ;  we  were  in- 
"  formed  of  your  evil  difpofition  before  we  left  Af- 
"  fouan,  and  there  took  the  precaution  of  having  the 
"  infults  we  might  fuifcr  here  revenged,  in  cafe  Vv'e 
"  fhouid  be  unable  to  revenge  ourfelves." 

Upon  this  he  arofe  and  returned  to  the  barque,  v/ith 
a  firm  rcfoiution  of  quitting  it  no  more.  But  he  had 
not  been  there  half  an  hour  before  the  Caihif  fent  for 
the  interpreter,  on  which  the  Jew  v/ent ;  and  foon  re- 
turned with  the  news,  that  he  begged  they  would  fend 
him  the  prefents  that  had  been  agreed  upon,  and  alfo 
fome  other  trifles,  on  which  conditions  he  promifed  to 
let  them  depart  immediately,  and  to  accompany  them 
himfelf  to  a  certain  difiance.  Though  little  credit 
could  be  given  to  what  he  faid,  the  prefents  were  fent, 
and  alfo  the  money  for  himielf  and  the  Schorbatfchie. 

About  noon  the  Cafhif  came  to  the  boat  with  two 
bullies  and  ordered  every  thing  to  be  got  ready  for 
failing;  when  afkino;  Mr.  Morden  if  he  was  now  fatif- 
fied  with  him,  he  replied,  that  he  could  not  have 
thoucrht  he  v^ould  have  been  fo  honeil,  and  that  he  was 
at  prefent  very  miuch  inclined  in  his  favour.  This  was 
faying  too  miuch.  "  Since  you  are  favourably  inclined 
*'' towards  me  faid^  he,  give  me  fomething."  They 
appeared  a  little  reluctant  -,  but  he  would  not  give  over 
Lis  demand,  and  it  was  ntceifary  to  part  with  feveral 
other  trides.  The  v/orit  of  it  v/as,  that  he  had  never 
done  aiking,  and  had  no  fooner  got  one  thing  than  he 
wanted  another,  and  would  not  leave  difputing  for  it, 
till  he  got  it. 

In  the  mean  wliile  they  had  proceeded  a  good  w^ay, 
and  night  coming  on,  the  Cafliiflandcd  at  Keravafchie, 
and  ordciing  his  fuppcr  to  be  got  ready,  eat  it  in  the 
open  air,  at  2  little  diftance  frf)ni  the  barque.  In  the 
.mean  v^/hile  a  iervanr  of  one  of  the  pricits,  who  lui 
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been  robbed  of  a  riding  coat,  went  to  make  his  complaint 
to  the  Cafliif,  who  by  this  time  began  to  grow  drunk. 
He  fell  into  a  violent  paffion,*  rofe  up,  drew  his  fabre^ 
and  fwore  that  whoever  had  committed  the  robbery 
fhould  forfeit  his  life.  The  coat  was  foon  found,  and 
the  flave  who  had  flole  it  threw  himfelf  at  his  fttt,  to 
implore  his  mercy;  our  travellers  alfo  entreated  for 
him,  and  he  was  happily  pardoned ;  for  had  Baram 
killed  him,  they  would  have  been  obliged  to  pay  him  for 
the  lofs ;  this  was  the  lead  that  could  have  happened 
from  it:  they  were  therefore  much  concerned  at  th^ 
fervants  having  carried  his  complaint  to  the  Cafhif 
without  their  knowledcre :  but  he  did  not  fore  fee  the 
confequence. 

Baram  Cafhif,  before  he  left  the  barque  had  obliged 
them  to  pay  two  fevillans  to  each  of  the  bullies  he  had 
brought  with  him*  He  himfelf  had  fqueezed  them  the 
whole  day,  and  had  left  off  allying  only  becaufe  he  faw 
nothing  more  to  afK  for:  but  now  he  feemed  defirous 
to  return  to  the  charge  -,  and  fent  them  word  that  he 
defigned  to  come  to  the  barque  to  take  his  leave  of 
them:  but  the  brother  of  the  Aga  of  Affouan,  who 
fupped  with  him.,  prevented  it ;  by  reprefenting  that 
he  had  fqueezed  them  fo  much,  that  they  were  pro- 
voked beyond  ail  patience,  and  that  he  would  not  be 
anlwerabie  for  his  life,  if  he  attempted  fo  much  as  to 
enter  the  barque  again. 

Notwithflanding  the  Cafnif  v/as  drunk,  thefe  repre- 
fentations  had  their  effect,  and  he  contented  himfelf 
with  fending  his  wifiies  of  a  good  voyage ;  but  let  them 
know,  that  he  had  juil  received  intelligence,  that  his 
Sultana  was  brought  to  bed,  and  defiredthey  would  be 
fo  good  as  to  make  the  child  a  prefent  of  fome  filver 
baubles.  They  promifed  to  fend  them,  but  took  care 
not  to  do  it  till  they  were  ready  to  depart.  At  laft 
they  found  themfelves  happily  efcaped  out  of  the  hands 
of  this  tyrant,  and  congratulated  each  other  on  being 
quit  at  fo  cheap  a  rare.     As  tjiey  had  no  wind,  they 
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had  recourfe  to  their  oars,  which,  with  the  afliftancc 
of  the  current,  made  them  advance  fo  fail,  that  they 
foon  ioft  fight  of  the  fire  Baram  Cafhif  had  kindled,  in 
o:  der  to  warm  himfeif. 

In  this  paiTags  from  AfTouan  to  Derfi,  there  is  the 
greateil  difficulty  in  getting  provifions :  nothing  is  to 
be  found  but  a  few  fheep  and  goats  that  are  extremely 
lean,  and  the  latter  good  for  nothing :  poultry  is  very 
fcarce,  and  ccnfequently  eggs  are  not  comm.on  :  with 
refpe^t  to  bread,  the  natives  grind  no  more  corn  than 
they  want  for  their  own  im. mediate  ufe,  and  the  cakes 
they  make  of  it  are  not  above  half  baked.  But  what 
is  ftill  more  difagreeable,  when  you  purchafe  any  thing, 
its  being  fold,  delivered,  and  paid  for,  does  not  make 
■a  perfe6t  fale.  Mr.  Norden's  valet  had  bought  a 
iheep  near  Dendour,  which  one  of  the  natives 
brought  to  the  barque,  in  order  to  fell  it.  Afcer  much 
WTangling,  he  left  it  for  two  feviilans,  and  went  away 
with  the  money  :  but  in  half  an  hour's  time  returned  to 
demand  his  fheep,  offering  to  give  back  what  he  had 
received.  Exafperated  at  this  proceeding,  they  re- 
fufed  to  break  the  bargain ;  befides,  they  v/anted  the 
fheep.  But  the  man  being  obftinate,  made  a  terrible 
outcry,  which  brought  fo  many  of  his  countrymen 
about  him,  that  to  avoid  coming  to  extremities,  they 
complied  v/ith  his  requeil,  on  condition  of  his  return- 
ing the  feviilans.  The  comedy  did  not  end  here  :  a 
moment  after  he  returned  v/iih  the  fame  fheep,  for 
which  he  aiked  three  feviilans.  They  would  have 
turned  him  away;  but  when  he  faw  that  they  did  not 
feem  to  want  his  fheep,  he  pretended  to  oblige  them 
to  take  it  for  the  price  they  had  given  him  at  firih 
They  hefitated  at  this.  At  laft  he  came  to  an  agree- 
ment, and  the  iheep  continued  with  them  for  one  fe- 
villan  and  fome  meafures  of  corn,  which  was  however, 
lefs  in  value  than  what  was  given  him  at  firil. 

The  people  from  AfTouan  to  Dcrri,  not  being  ac- 
cuftomed  to  crofs  the  Nile  in  canoes,  have  different 
ways  of  fupplying  the  want  of  them.     Two  of  thefe 
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have  been  all  eaciy  mentionedj  and  Mr.  Norden  here  gives 
a  ihird.  They  fit  aftride  upon  a  great  piece  of  v/ood, 
placing  their  clothes  on  their  heads  in  the  form  of  a 
turban^  and  then  making  ufe  of  their  arms  as  oars,  crofs 
the  river  without  much  difficulty.  This  method  is  in 
ufe  where  there  are  even  more  crocodiles  than  here, 
and  yet  no  accidents  happen  from  it.  And  thole  who 
bathe  every  day  in  the  Nile  make  ufe  of  no  precautions 
againft  that  animal. 

In  fixty  days  they  arrived  atMorrada,  the  port  above 
the  catara6l,  the  people,  as  they  paffcd,  being  every 
where  furprized  at  finding  that  they  were  ftill  alive, 
and  at  feeing  that  they  hadefcaped  from  Ailbuan. 

We  left  Aifouan  on  the  27th  of  January,  but  a 
cold  and  contrary  wind  obliged  us  to  lie  by  about  a 
league  below  the  town.  There  is  fuch  a  fcarcity  of 
fuel  in  thefe  parts,  that  the  natives  are  obliged  to  burn 
either  the  reeds  of  Indian  wheat,  or  cow-dung  dried  ; 
the  latter  is  the  fuel  generally  ufed  by  the  poor  through- 
out Egypt.  On  the  8th  of  February  we  arrived  at 
Kept,  where  I  fraid  two  days  to  view  the  antiquities. 
One  of  the  Mahometans,  to  wdiom  I  had  a  letter  to 
deliver,  came  to  me  the  lafl  day,  and  took  me  to  fee 
fome,  things  I  had  not  yet  obferved.  On  our  return, 
he  conducted  me  to  the  boat,  and  having  earneiliy 
entreated  me  not  to  depart  till  I  had  heard  farther  from 
him,  fome  time  after  very  kindly  fent  me  a  prefent  of  a 
kid,    and  two  bafkets  of  bread. 

On  the  I  ith  we  arrived  at  the  port  of  Badjoura,  and 
went  to  the  convent  of  Furlhout,  after  which  I  waited 
on  the  e:reat  Sheik,  whom  I  found  fittino-  with  a  Ma- 
hometan  Priell,  and  eating  beans  boiled  in  the  fheiis. 
I  delivered  him  my  letter  from  the  Sheik  of  Etfou,  and 
he  aflved  me,  fmiling,  whether  the  people  attempted 
to  detain  us  and  if  they  tore  my  book  -,  adding,  '^  they  « 
*^  thought  you  were  in  fearch  of  treafures/' 

On  the  J  2th  we  arrived  at  Girge,  and  went  to  the 
convent.  The  Bey  was  encamped  to  the  fouch  of  the 
city  J  but  when  I  went  to  the  camp,  he  was  at  his  ha- 
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rem  in  town  with  his  ladies  -,  but  he  foon  came  on 
horfeback,  attended  by  about  eight  fiaves ,  and  on  his 
arrival,  the  mufic  played  in  the  camp  for  about  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour.  I  went  to  his  magnificent  tent,  and 
found  him  fitting  on  a  fopha  in  the  corner,  on  the 
right  hand  as  one  enters.  He  was  a  perfon  of  a  fine 
countenance  with  a  graceful  fmik;  but  when  he  pieaf- 
ed  he  could  aiTume  a  ftern  and  maieftic  look,  and 
I  thought  his  manner  more  nearly  refembled  that  of 
our  great  m.en  in  Europe;,  than  any  I  had  feen  in  this 
part  of  the  world.  I  delivered  him  a  letter  from  Of- 
inan  Bey,  and  my  fervant  placed  my  prefent  before 
himx,  confifcing  of  a  dozen  boxes  of  French  prunellas, 
and  a  fine  covered  glafs  vafe  for  fherbet.  He  gave  me 
a  very  civil  reception^  denred  me  to  fit,  and  ordered 
cofi'ee.  On  my  requefting  the  favour  of  fome  letters 
to  tnt  governors  under  him,  he  enquired  where  we  had 
been,  andfmiling,  afked,  if  1  had  found  any  treafujes. 
I  then  went  to  the  Secretary's  tent,  where  the  letters 
being,  written,  I  returned  with  them  to  the  Bey,  a,id 
he  put  his  leal  to  them. 

We  then  proceeded  to  El-Berbi,  where,  as  I  have 
already  faid,  w^as  a  temple,  and  this  place  I  liip- 
pofe  to  have  been  the  ancient  Abydus.  On  miy  return- 
ing to  the  boat,  in  order  to  depart,  I  was  informed 
they  had  taken  away  the  oars,  demanding  a  duty  of  about 
fifteen  lliillings 3  but  on  my  fending  to  the  Governor,  I 
found  they  had  afeed  for  three  times  as  much  as  their 
due.  On  the  14th  we  arrived  at  Akmim,  where  I  went 
to  the  convent,  and  afterv/ards  i  waited  on  the  Prince, 
who  gave  me  fcmic  letters  1  wanted  on  the  way  to  Can*o; 
and  on  the  17th  landed  at  Raigny,  where  the  religious 
Sheik  of  the  famous  ferpent  Heredy  was  at  the  fide  of 
the  liver  to  receive  us.  I  carried  the  Prince  of  Ak- 
mimx's  letter  to  the  Sheik  of  the  village,  who  entertain- 
ed  us  with  a  grand  collaiion,  and  went  with  us  to  the 
grotto  of  the  ftrpent.  ¥/e  afcended  between  the  rocky 
mountains  for  about  half  a  mile,  and  coming  to  a  place 
v/here  the  valley  opens  vvider,  faw  a  building  like  a 
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Sheik's  burialfplace,  in  which  is  a  large   cleft  in  the 
rock,  out  of  which  the  ferpent  is  faid  to  come. 

On  the  20th  we  came  to  Meioui,  where  I  waited  on 
the  fardar,  with  a  prefent  of  Englifh  cutlery  warC;,  and 
fome  other  things.  He  gave  me  a  very  obliging  re- 
ception, and  faid  he  would  either  go  with  me  himfelf 
to  fee  the  temple  of  Archemounain,  to  have  half  the 
treafures  I  found,  or  he  would  fend  his  Secretary.  The 
next  day  I  went  to  the  town,  when  the  cavalcade 
of  the  Sardar  going  towards  Archem^ounain,  vvith 
the  Caia,  attended  by  a  great  number  of  people,  with 
kettle-drums  and  other  mufic,  I  follo'^d  riding  on  a 
very  indirterent  afs.  Having  view m^  the  temple  in 
company  w^ith  the  Secretary,  I  returned  to  the  Caia, 
Avho  was  feated  on  an  eminence  on  a  carpet  and  cufhi- 
ons,  vv^ith  the  itandard  by  him,  that  is  carried  before 
him  when  he  goes  out  in  this  manner.  I  fat  down  by 
his  fide,  and  coffee  was  brought.  After  this  refrefh- 
menc,  I  returned  to  the  boat. 

On  the  24th  w^e  proceeded  forwards,  and  the  next 
day  approached  two  villages.  Sheik  Faddle  on  the  eait, 
and  B.:^nimfar  on  the  weft.  Thefe  villa,ges  had  a  dif- 
pute  ah' ut  an  ifland  fituated  between  them,  and  ap-, 
piymg  to  a  great  Bey  to  decide  the  difference,  he 
not  beino;  willino;  to  difoblige  either  of  them,  bid  them 
tight  it  out.  This  happening  to  be  the  day  of  battle, 
we  heard  the  tiring  of  guns,  and  after  that  a  nolle  and 
iliouting,  as  if  for  a  vi6tory.  Soon  we  perceived  peo- 
ple throwing  themffelves  into  the  water  from  many 
parts  of  the  ifland,  and  fv/imming  to  the  eaft,  while 
ciiiers  followed,  firing  at  them  or  pelting  them  with 
ftonts.  We  plainly  faw  that  v/e  w^ere  now  in  the  mddft 
of ..  oacde,  ana  tnat  it  was  too  late  to  retire  5  we  there - 
f  :  prepared  our  arms  to  defend  ourfelves,  in  cafe  wc 
fiijuid  be  attacked.  Obferving  that  the  cheif fire  was 
fron;  ihe  eaftern  fide,  the  battle  being  on  the  weft, 
v/here  they  were  engaged,  we  were  determined  to  go 
on  the  eaft,  under  the  cover  of  their  fire.  Great 
numbers  we  obferved  fwimmino-  over  to  the  eaft  with 
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their  clothes  and  pikes  in  their  hands  i  and  one  of  them 
laying  hold  on  our  boat,  to  reft  himfelf,  we  were  afraid 
the  people  on  the  weft  fide  would  fire  on  us,  for  pro- 
te6ling  their  enemies ,  for  the  weftern  people  had  gain- 
ed the  vidtory,  and  moft  of  them  having  retired  from 
the  iOand,  difplayed  their  ftandard  on  the  other  fide. 
The  women  on  the  eaft  now  came  to  the  bank  of  the 
river  to  look  for  their  huft)ands,  clapping  their  hands, 
and  beating  their  breafts.  Mean  while  the  village  of 
Sheik  Faddie  on  the  eaft,  manned  a  boat,  put  it  out  into 
the  river,  and  firing  at  the  other  fide,  the  fire  was  re- 
turned. We  were  in  great  danger  in  paiTing  by  this 
boat.  But  we  v/ere  no  fooncr  below  the  village,  than 
we  judged  we  w^ere  fafe;  however,  going  out  to  fee 
what  pafTed,  I  perceived  a  ball,  which  was  doubtlefs  fired 
at  us,  fall  into  the  water,  only  three  or  four  yards  from 
the  boat.  Thus  I  faw  this  engagement,  which  per- 
iiaps  was  not  much  inferior  to  fomic  of  the  little  bat- 
tles of  the  Greeks,  defcribcd  by  Thucidydes  with  fuch 
pomp  and  elegance. 

On  the  26th  I  went  afhore  at  Benefuief,  and  after- 
wards paifed  by  Bouche,  which  I  fuppofe  to  be  Ptole- 
mais.  To  this  place  people  ufually  come,  in  order  to 
go  to  the  monaiieries  of  St.  Anthony  and  St.  Paul,  in 
the  defarts  near  the  Red  fea ;  the  former  being  the 
founder  of  the  monaftic,  and  the  latter  of  the  hermits 
life.  They  were  cotemporaries,  and  fome  fay  lived 
in  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Philip,  and  others  in  that 
of  Decius.  The  convent  of  St.  Anthony  is  alarge  en- 
plofure,  the  entrance  of  which  is  by  a  w^indow,  as  at 
mount  Sinai  -,  there  are  a  great  num.ber  of  palm,  ohve, 
ari'l  other  trees  within  the  enclofure,  and  the  monks 
have  every  thing  within  themfelves,  and  particularly 
a  tower  tor  a  ftore-houfe,  defended  by  a  bridge,  as  a 
fccurity,  in  cafe  the  Arabs  fnould  break  in  upon  them. 
The  convent  has  alfo  three  fprinsrs  of  water  that  run  in- 
to  it-  but  the  water  is  a  little  fakilli.  In  the  convent 
of  St.  Paul  there  are  twenty-five  monks  in  all,  wdio 
are  notpcrmiited  either  to  fmoke  or  to  eat  meat  in  that 
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building ;  but  the  monks  do  not  think  they  break  their 
rule,  if  they  do  it  without  the  convent,  which  is  what 
they  commonly  pra6life.  Their  ufual  diet  is  olives, 
chcefe  brought  from  Faiume,  and  fait  fifh,  with  which 
they  are  fuppiied  from  the  Red  fea  ;  but  they  are  faid 
to  eat  only  once  a  day,  except  on  Saturdays  and  Sun- 
days. It  is  probable,  that  in  thefe  convents  are  the 
only  bells  ufed  in  all  Egypt. 

On  my  leaving  Bouche,  we  ilill  proceeded  down  the 
river,  and  on  the  27th  of  February  reached  old  Cairo  j 
having  fpent  exactly  three  months  in  going  above  the 
catara6l,  and  down  again. 

The  river  Nile,  on  which  I  fpent  fo  much  time  in 
fearch  of  other  curiofities,  may  itfeif  be  confidered  as 
one  of  the  greatefl  curiofities  in  Egypt.  The  north 
winds  beginning  to  blow  about  the  latter  end  of  May, 
drive  the  clouds  formed  by  the  vapours  of  the  Medi- 
terranean fouthward  as  far  as  the  mountains  of  Ethio-r 
pia,  which  flopping  their  courfe,  they  condenfc,  and 
fall  in  violent  rains.  The  fame  wind  alfo  drives  in  the 
water  from  the  fea,  and  keeps  back  that  in  the  river 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  raifc  the  waters  above.  The 
Egyptians,  and  efpecially  the  Coptis,  are  fond  of  an 
opinion  that  the  Nile  begins  to  rife  every  year  on  the 
fame  day;  and  indeed  it  generally  begins  on  the  i8th 
or  1 9th  of  June.  By  accounts  of  its  rife  for  three 
years,  I  find  it  rofe  the  firft  fix  days  from  two  to  five 
inches  every  day ;  for  the  twelve  next  days,  from  five 
to  ten  inches,  and  thus  continues  rifing  till  towards  the 
time  it  arrives  at  the  height  of  fixteen  pikes,  or  cubits, 
when  the  canal  of  Cairo  is  cut:  after  this  it  continues 
rifing  fix  weeks  longer  ;  but  then  the  rife  is  only  from 
three  to  five  inches  a  day;  for  fpreading  over  the  land, 
and  entering  the  canals,  though  more  water  may  de- 
fcend  than  before,  yet  its  rife  is  not  fo  great ;  for  after 
that  canal  is  opened,  the  others  are  alfo  opened  at  fixed 
rtimes,  and  thofe  that  water  the  lower  grounds,  the  lafi:. 
Thefe  canals  are  carried  along  the  highefi:  parts  of  the 
country,  that  the  v/ater  may  from  them  be  conveyed  to 
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all  the  lower  parts.  It  is  remarkable,  that  all  other 
rivers,  being  fupplied  from  rivulets,  the  ground  is 
loweft  near  the  banks ;  but  as  no  water  falls  into  the 
Nile  in  its  pafTage  through  this  country,  and  as  it  is  ne- 
ceilary  that  this  river  fnould  overflow  the  land,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  country  of  Egypt  is  lower  at  a  diftance 
from  the  Nile,  than  it  is  near  it;  and  in  moft  parts  it 
appears  to  have  a  gradual  defcent  from  the  Nile  to  the 
foot  of  the  hills,  that  may  be  faid  to  begin  at  thofe 
fandy  parts,  a  mile  or  tv/o  diftant  from,  them,  which 
being  gentle  afcents,  they  are  never  overflowed. 

The  plentiful  riflng  of  the  Nile  is  the  bleffing  of 
Egypt.  When  it  begins  to  rife,  the  plague  begins  to 
flop ;  and  the  benefit  of  the  inundation  is  in  propor- 
tion to  the  height  to  v/hich  the  water  rifes.  Eighteen 
pikes  or  cubits  is  eflieemed  but  an  indifl^crent  Nile, 
twenty  is  miiddling,  and  twenty-two  is  a  good  Nile, 
beyond  which  it  feldom  rifes. 

[The  authors  who  have  given  defcriptions  of  Egypt, 
contented  with  faying  that  the  fertility  of  the  country 
is  folely  derived  from  the  annual  inundation  of  the  Nile, 
have,  by  their  filence,  given  occafion  to  think,  that 
Egypt  is  a  paradife  on  earth,  where  they  have  no  need 
of^ ploughing  the  ground,  or  lowing  it,  all  being  pro- 
duced, as  it  were,  fpontaneoufly  after  draining  of  the 
waters ;  but  they  are  greatly  mifliaken  ;  and  I  dare  af- 
fert  from  what  I  have  feen,  that  there  is  fcarce  a  coun- 
try where  the  land  has  greater  need  of  culture  than  in 
Egypt.] 

Where  the  land  lies  higher  than  the  inundation  rifes, 
the  people  are  forced  by  necefilty  to  have  various  me- 
thods of  raifmg  the  water.  At  Rofetta  and  Damiata, 
where  the  Nile  is  not  much  below  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  this  is  done  by  making  a  hole,  and  fixing  in  it 
a  wheel  made  with  boxes  round  its  circumference, 
which  receive  the  water,  and,  as  the  wheel  goes  round, 
the  boxes  empty  at  the  top  into  a  trough  made  for  that 
purpofe.  Where  the  v/ater  is  too  deep  to  be  raifed 
in  this  manner,  they  put  a  cord  round  the  wheel,  which 
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reaches  down  to  the  water;  to  it  they  tie  earthen  jars, 
which  fills  with  water,  as  it  goes  round,  and  empty 
themfelves  at  the  top  in  the  fame  manner,  bemg 
turned  by  oxen.  Where  the  banks  are  high,  the 
moil  common  way  is  to  make  a  bafon  in  the  fide 
of  them,  and  fixing  a  pole  in  the  ground  forked  at  the 
top,  they  place  another  pole  by  an  axle  to  the  top  of 
i^;  to  one  end  of  this  laft  pole  they  tie  a  heavy  ftone, 
and  at  the  other  end,  a  cord  and  a  leathern  bucket. 
Two  men  draw  down  the  bucket  into  the  water,  and 
the  weight  brings  in  up,  the  men  directing  it,  and 
turning  the  water  into  the  bafon  ;  from  this  bafon  it 
frequently  runs  into  another,  whence  it  is  raifed  with 
the  fame  labour;  thus,  in  the  upper  part  of  Egypt,  I 
have  [ten.  five,  one  higher  than  the  other. 

There  are  no  fhell  fifh  in  the  Nile,  except  a  kind  of 
mufcle  in  the  canal  near  Faiume,  nor  perhaps  any  fort 
of  iifh  that  are  in  the  rivers  of  Europe,  except  ells  and 
mullets,  which  laft,  with  fome  others,  at  certain  fea- 
fons  come  from  the  fea.  Of  thofe  that  are  moftefteem- 
ed,  are  the  ray,  which  rcfembles  a  carp,  but  is  faid  to 
be  fometimes  200  pounds  weight;  the  moil;  delicate 
fifh  is  the  keiher,  which  is  only  caught  towards  Upper 
Egypt;    it  has  a  long  narrow   fnout,  and  fo  fmali  a 
mouth,  that  one  would  imagine  it  can  only  live  by 
fucking  the  juice  out  of  the  weeds,  or  the  ground.     In 
upper  Egypt  is  a  fmall  fifh  called  gurgur,  about  a  foot 
long ;  its  head  is   armed  with  a  ftrong  bone ;  the  fin 
on   the  back,    and  thofe  on  each  fide  under  the  gills 
are  like  wife   armed  with  bone  ;    the  inhabitants  be- 
lieve   that  this  fifh  kills  the    crocodile.      It   is  pro- 
bable what  Pliny  erroneoufly  calls  the  dolphin,  which 
he  fays,  has  a  fharp  point  on  the  back,  v/ith  which  get- 
ting under  the  crocodile's  belly,  it  wounds  him.     The 
hippopotamus,  is  faid  to  have  been  ftcn  about  Dami- 
ata ;  but  ic  feems  to  be  a  native  of  Ethiopia  in  the  up- 
per parts  of  the  Nile,   and  feldprn  comes  down  into 
Egypt. 

It  is  generally  obferved^  that  the  crow^odile   has  no 
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tongae  -,  but  he  has  a  flefhy  fubftance  refembhng  one, 
fixed  all  along  to  the  lower  jaw,  which  may  ierve  to 
turn  his  meat.  He  has  two  ions;  teeth  at  the  end  of 
his  lower  jaw,  anfwering  to  which  are  two  holes  above 
to  receive  them.  The  upper  jaw  is  only  moveable,  Thefe 
animals  are  very  quick-fighted ;  for  on  my  making  a  cir- 
cuit to  come  behind  them,  I  always  obferved  they  be- 
gan to  move  gently  into  the  water,  as  foon  as  I  came  in 
fio-ht  of  them  :  There  being-  a  kind  of  channel  in  the 
head  behind  each  eye,  by  which  the  view  of  objeds 
are  conveyed  to  them  from  behind.  They  make  a  hole 
about  two  ftet  deep  in  the  fand,  above  the  w^ater,  in 
which  they  lay  their  eggs  and  cover  them  over,  often 
going  to  the  place,  and  taking  care  of  their  young, 
which,  when  hatched,  immediately  run  into  the  water. 
They  lay  about  fifty  eggs,  nearly  of  the  lize  of  thofe 
of  a  goofe,  which  are  twenty-five  or  thirty  days- 
in  hatching.  The  people  fearch  for  the  eggs  with  an 
iron  pike,  in  order  to  deilroy  them ;  but  I  could  get 
no  account  in  Upper  Egypt  of  the  ichneumon's  dcftroy- 
ing  them,  or  of  his  entering  by  the  mouth  of  the  cro- 
codile into  his  bowels,  and  killing  him.  When  the 
crocodile  is  on  land,  he  is  always  feen  on  the  low  banks 
of  fandy  iflands  near  the  water,  with  his  head  towards 
it,  and  if  he  is  diflurbed,  he  walks  llowly  in,  and  dif- 
appears,  by  degrees.  The  people  fay,  they  cannot  take 
a  man  fwimming  in  the  watery  but  if  a  man  or  beafl 
fbands  by  the  river,  they  at  once  jump  out  of  the  wa- 
ter, and  feize  him  with  their  fore-pav/s :  but  if  the  dif- 
tance  be  too  great,  they  make  a  fpring,  and  beat  down 
their  prey  with  their  tails.  The  moft  common  way  of 
killing  them  is,  I  believe  by  Ihooting  them  in  their  bel- 
lies, ^here  their  n<:in  is  foft,  and  not  like  their 
backs,  armed  with  fcales.  The  natives  fay,  that  they 
make  fome  animal  cry  at  a  difcance,  and  when  a  croco- 
dile comes  out,  they  thrufl  a  fpear,  to  which  a  rope  is 
tied,  into  his  body  ;  then  letting  him  retire  into  the 
water  to  fpend  himfelf,  they  afterwards  drag  him  out, 
run  a  pole  into  his  mouthy  and  leaping  upon  his  back, 
tie  his  jaws  together. 
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Egypt,  extending  on  both  the  banks  of  the  Nile, 
is  but  of  a  fmall  breadth,  though  it  is  560  miles  in 
length,  without  reckoning  the  windings  of  the  river. 
The  climate  is  very  hot  in  fummer,  from  the  fandy 
foil,  and  its  fituation  between  two  ranges  of  mountains  j 
and  even  in  winter  the  fun  ftiines  with  great  heat  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  though  the  nights  and  "mornings 
are  very  cold..  The  fharpeil  time  is  about  the  begin- 
ning of  February.  Near  the  fea  are  fometimes  great 
rains  from  November  to  March ;  but  about  Cairo, 
they  have  feldom  any  rain  but  in  December,  January, 
and  February,  and  thofe  but  fmall  fliowers  for  a  quar- 
ter or  half  an  hour.  In  Upper  Egypt  they  have  fome- 
times a  little  rain  ,  but  I  was  informed  that  it  had  been 
known  to  rain  but  tv^/ice  very  hard  for  about  an  hour  in 
eight  years:  though  it  rained  much  towards  Akmim 
when  I  was  in  thofe  parts.  The  wefb  and  the  north- 
weft  winds  are  thofe  that  bring  the  rain.  The  fouth- 
eaft  wind  is  fometimes  fo  excelTive  hot  as  to  refemble 
the  air  of  an  oven  -,  and  people  are  forced  to  retire 
from  it  into  their  vaults,  where  the  beft  defence  againft 
it  is  to  fhut  themfelves  clofe  up.  The  wind  generally 
begins  about  the  middle  of  March,  and  continues  till 
May.  The  north,  anciently  called  the  Etefian  wind, 
begins  to  blow  in  May,  refreflies  the  air,  and  renders 
the  heats  of  fummer  fupportable,  bringing  with  it 
health  and  happinefs. 

Egypt  naturally  produces  few  vegetables,  the  heat 
and  inundations  deflroying  moft  of  the  tender  plants ; 
but  v/here  the  Nile  has  overflowed,  and  the  land  is 
plowed  and  fown,  it  yields  a  great  increafe.  Egypt, 
which  was  formerly  the  granary  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
ftill  produces  confiderabie  quantities  of  corn,  as  wheat, 
rice,  barley,  beans,  and  other  kinds  of  pulfe,  with 
which  the  neighbouring  countries  are  fupplied  -,  befides 
fugar-canes,  of  which  fome  fugar  is  made  ;  and  like- 
wife  figs,  dates,  melons,  cucumbers,  and  other  vege- 
tables, which  the  people  eat  much  in  the  hot  weather, 
as  a  cooling  food.     Upper  Egypt  fupplip  moft  part  of 
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Europe  with  fenna,  and  in  the  landy  grounds  coloquin- 
tida  grows  wild.  But  as  Egypt  has  no  grafs,  they 
fuppiy  its  place  by  lowing  the  land  with  clover,  with- 
out plowing. 

Egypt  feems  to  have  few  or  no  trees  that  have  not 
been  tranfmitted  from  other  countries.  Thole  in  the 
gardens  are  doubtiefs  exotics,  as  the  caiTa,  oranges, 
iemcns,  apricots,  pomegranates,  a  delicate  iruit  called 
the  mofeh,  and  the  cous  or  cream-trees  -,  the  cotton- 
tree  alfo  fiourifnes  here.  The  foUowins^  trees  are  moft 
comaTicn  in  Egypt :  the  fount,  which  bears  a  key  or 
pod,  ufed  inftead  of  bark,  in  tanning  of  leather  j  the-, 
tamarife^  Pharaoh's  fig,  which  is  the  fycaraore  of  the 
■ancients ;  the  palm  or  date-tree,  and  another  fpecies 
of  the  palmi,  called  the  domie-tree. 

There  are  no  great  variety  of  four-footed  beafts  in 
Egypt.  The  cows  are  very  large  and  red,  with  Ihcrt 
horns  ^  the  natives  make  ufe  of  their  oxen  to  turn  the 
wheels  wdth  which  they  draw  water,  and  to  plow  the 
land.  They  have  alfo  large  buffaloes,  which  are  fo 
impatient  of  heat,  that  they  v/iil  ftand  in  the  water, 
with  only  their  nofes  out  to  breathe ;  and  when  they 
have  not  this  convenience,  will  lie  all  day  like  Iwine, 
wallowing  in  mud  and  water.  As  to  the  beads  of  bur- 
then, it  has  been  often  obferved  how  furprihngly  the 
camel  is  fitted  for  travelling  in  hot  countries,  where 
they  will  go  eight  days  without  v/ater.  Of  this  I  have 
been  a  w^itnefs.  They  can  live  on  fuch  little  fhrubs  as 
thefc  defarts  produce,  without  grafs,  and  are  fatisfied 
with  very  little  corn,  which  travellers  corsimonly  carry 
ground  into  nieai,  and  tempering  it  with  water,  cram 
them  wir.h  large  balls.  They  travel  about  two  miles 
cr  tv/o  miles  and  a  half  in  an  hour,  and  1  have  rode  on 
them  fixteen  hours  without  fcopping.  A  fmailer  fort, 
called  hay i in,  pace  and  gallop  very  fwiftly,  and  it  is 
faid  tjicy  will  carry  a  perion  a  hundred  mnles  in  a  day. 
The  feihy  foot  of  the  camel  is  admiirab]y  fitted  for 
travelling  on  the  hot  fands,  which  would  deftroy  the 
hoof.     Tne  Arabs  do  not  kill  the  camel  for  food  -,  but 
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the  Turks  eat  the  fleili  of  the  vono-ones  as  a  moil  deli- 
cate  ciilh  :  but  will  not  permit  it  to  be  eaten  by  Chriiii- 
ans,  probably  that  the  breed  may  net  be  deftroyed. 

The  horfesj  efpeciaily  thofe  of  Upper  Egypt,,  arc 
very  tine,  but  their  necks  are  too  ihort.  They  walk 
well,  ne^^er  trot,  and  gallop  w^ith  great  fpeed,  turn 
inort,  flop  in  a  moment,  and  are  extremely  tradtable : 
but  are  only  fit  to  walk  in  travelling,  and  cannot  per- 
form long  journies.  In  thi:  heat  of  fummer,  v/hen 
there  is  no  grafs,  they  are  fed  with  chopped  iiraw. 
When  they  go  in  proceilion,  their  trappings  are  ex- 
ceeding fine,  and  ornamented  v\dth  (iiver,  or  filver 
gilt,  in  Cairo,  all  but  the  great  ride  on  alTes ;  thefc 
are  a  lane  large  breed,  and  there  are  laid  to  be  40,000 
of  them  in  that  city. 

Antelopes  are  com^mjon  about  Alexandria,  and  in 
other  places ;  they  have  longer  horns,  and  are  miore 
beautiiul  than  in  other  countries.  The  foxes  and  hares 
are  of  a  light  colour ;  but  the  latter  a,re  not  very 
common  :  the  tyger,  and  the  dubber,  or  hyasna,  are 
very  rare  :  however,  there  are  fome  near  Alexandria. 

Among  the  winged  tribe,  the  ofcrich  deferves  the 
preference.  Ir.  is  called  in  Arabic  Ter  Gimicl,  or  the 
cam.ei  bird ;  becaufe  in  its  head,  neck,  and  walk,  it 
refembies  a  cam.el.  This  bird  is  commion  on  the  moun- 
tains fouth-wefh  of  Alexandria  :  its  fat  is  fold  by  the 
Arabs,  and  ufed  as  an  ointment  for  all  cold  tumours, 
the  palfy  and  the  rheumatifm.  There  is  here  a  kind 
of  large  domeftic  hav/k  of  a  brown  colour,  with  a  very 
fine  eye :  thefe  frequent  the  tops  of  houfes,  and  one 
may  fee  the  pigeons  and  thefe  hawks  Handing  clofe  to- 
gether, but  though  txhey  are  not  birds  of  prey,  they 
eat  fiefli  where  they  find  it:  the  natives  never  kill 
them,  and  as  well  as  their  anceftors  feem  to  have  a 
veneration  both  for  thefe  birds  and  for  cats.  They 
have  a  large  white  bird,  with  black  wings,  fiiapedlike 
a  raven  but  very  ugly,  and  not  at  all  ihy  :  they  live 
much  in  the  fam^e  manner  as  the  hawk,  and  are  called 
Pharaoh's  hens.     The  beautiful  white   bird  called  by 
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the  Europeans  the  field  hen,  refembles  a  ftork ;  but 
is  not  halt  To  big,  and  is  feen  about  the  fields  like  tamt 
fowl. 

The  Ter  Chaous,  or  the  MefTenger  Bird,  would  be 
eileemed  very  beautiful,  were  it  iefs  common,  it  is 
near  as  big  as  a  dove,  it  is  fpeckled,  and  has  on  the 
top  of  his  head  a  tuft  of  feathers,  which  fpreads  when 
it  alights  on  the  ground ;  but  it  is  a  very  foul  feeder. 
On  the  iflands  in  the  Nile  I  faw  great  numbers  of  the 
Ibis,  which  is  held  in  great  veneration  by  the  ancient 
Egyptians,  becaufe  thefe  birds,  it  is  faid,  deliver  the 
country  from  multitudes  of  ferpents,  that  breed  in  the 
ground  after  the  Nile  retires.  They  referable  the  crane, 
are  of  a  greyiih  colour,  with  the  wings  and  tail  black. 
There  is  alfo  a  very  beautiful  bird  of  the  crane  kind, 
called  the  Belfery.  In  Egypt, are  likewife  a  great  num- 
ber of  v/ild-geefe  of  fcveral  kinds,  w^ild-ducks,  quails, 
v^oodcocks,  fnipes,  and  pigeons  ;  and  among  the  birds 
of  prey  they  have  eagles  and  vultures. 

Among  the  reptiles  of  Egypt,  the  vipers,  v/hich  are 
much  efteem.ed  in  phyfic,  are  yellowifli,  of  the  colour 
of  the  fand  in  which  they  live,  and  are  of  two  fpecies  ; 
one  with  a  kind  of  horns  fomewhat  refembling  thofe 
offnails,  but  of  a  horny  fubftance.  Here  are  feveral 
forts  of  yellow  lizards.  The  Worral  is  faid  to  be  af- 
fefted  by  muiic  ;  but  having  procured  one  alive,  I  have 
reafon  to  believe  that  this  is  not  true  :  this  animal, 
which  is  of  the  lizard  kind,  is  four  feet  long,  eight 
inches  broad,  and  has  a  forked  tongue,  which  it  puts, 
out  like  a  ferpent ,  but  it  has  no  teeth.  It  lives  on  flies 
and  lizards,  and  is  a  harmlefs  animal.  It  frequents  the 
grottos  and  caverns  in  the  mountains  on  the  weflof  the 
Nile,  where  it  fieeps  in  the  winter,  and  is  only  found 
during  the  hotteft  feafons. 

The  natives  of  Egypt  are  nov/  a  very  indolent  peo- 
ple, v/ho  delight  in  fitting  ftill  and  in  hearing  tales ; 
indeed  they  appear  to  have  been  alv/ays  more  fit  for  a 
quiet,  than  an  adive  life ;  this  may  be  in  a  great  m.eafure 
owing  to  the  heat  of  the  country,  by  v/hich  they  are  en- 
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crvated.  They  are  alfo  mifchievous  and  envious,  which 
keeps  them  from  uniting  andfetting  upfor  themfelves. 
The  Mahometan  inhabitants  are  either  original  natives, 
who  live  in  the  villages,  or  of  the  Arab  race.  The 
latter  are  devided  into  thofe  who  are  alfo  fettled  in  the 
villages,  and  are  generally  an  honelt  people,  and  thofe 
who  live  under  tents  j  thefe  laft  are  called  Bedoui,  and 
chiefly  fubfift  on  the  cattle  they  graze,  which  arc 
principally  camels  and  goats,  that  feed  on  fmall  llirubs. 
The  Turks,  who  are  thus  named  to  diiiinguifh  them 
from  the  natives  of  the  country,  and  the  Arabs,  are 
thofe  fent  by  the  Grand  Signior,  and  the  Qavcs.  The 
governing  party  is  taken  from  among  them  and  their 
defcendants.  Thefe  are  the  m.oft  covetous  of  money, 
and  moft  defirous  of  power :  they  diftinguiili  them- 
felves from  the  others  by  what  is  flridly  the  Turkiih 
drefs. 

Many  of  the  children  in  the  country  go  naked  all  the 
year  round,  as  almofl:  all  of  them  do  in  fummer.  The 
moft  fimple  drefs  in  Egypt  probably  refembles  the  pri- 
mitive manner  of  cloathing,  and  has  fomething  like 
that  of  the  ancient  Egyptians,  who  were  clad  in  linen 
with  a  woollen  garment  over  it.  They  wear  a  long  fhirt 
with  wide  fleeves,  commonly  tied  about  the  middle. 
Over  this  the  common  people  have  a  brown  woollen 
Ihirt,  and  thofe  of  fuperior  rank,  a  long  cloth  coat, 
and  then  a  long  blue  ihirt:  but  in  the  drefs  of  cere- 
mony they  wear,  inftead  of  a  blue,  a  white  Ihirt,  v/hich 
in  Upper  Egypt  they  put  on  upon  feftival  days,  and 
to  pay  great  vifits  :  in  the  lower  .parts  they  ufe  a  gar- 
ment of  the  fame  form  of  black  woollen,  which  is  fome- 
times  left  open  before,  and  perfons  of  rank  have  them 
of  cloth  and  furred.  Moft  of  them  wear  under  all  a 
pair  of  linen  drav/ers  i  but  do  not  put  the  lliirt  into 
them. 

It  is  almoita  general  cuftom  of  the  native  Arabs  and 
Mahometans  to  wear  a  white  or  brown  blanket,  and 
in  fummer  a  bkie  and  Vv^hite  cotton  (heet :  this  the 
Chriftians  alfo  conftantly  ufe  in  thru  country,  wrapping 
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it  round  their  bodies,  over  the  left  Ihoulder,  and  under 
the  right  arm,  which  is  left  ft-ee.  1  particularly  ob- 
ferved,  that  about  Faiurne,  young  people,  and  the 
poorer  fort,  wore  no  other  covering. 

The  moil  fniiple  Turkiili  drefs  is  linen  drav/ers, 
over  W'hich  the  better  fort  wear  a  pair  of  others  of  red 
cloth  dov/n  to  the  ancles,  to  which  are  fev/ed  {lockings 
of  yeilov/  leather,  that  come  no  higher  than  tlie  iiiiail 
of  the  leg,  and  on  their  tt^t  they  have  yellow  fiippers: 
the  Chrifcians  of  the  oountry,  with  the  Janiziiries,  the 
Arabs  and  Egyptians  wear  flippers  of  red  leather,  w^hile 
thole  of  the  Jews  are  blue.  Within  doors,  the  Turks 
and  Chriilians  in  the  city,  out  of  frugality,  wear  a  kind 
of  wooden  clogs,  fome  of  which  are  made  very  fine. 
In  thefe  countries  people  are  very  much  difiinguiihed 
by  the  drefs  of  their  head  and  their  feet:  they  are  fmed 
if  they  do  not  follow  the  cuilom  -,  and  none  but  foreign 
Chriftians  are  allowed  to  wear  yellow  flippers.  The 
other  Turkifli  garments  are  a  linen  or  dimdty  ihirt 
without  fleeves  -,  a  fnort  veil  with  fleeves,  and  over 
that  a  lonof  o-arment  of  the  fame  kind  :  and  in  fumim.er 
they  v/ear  the  long  garment,  and  drawers  of  the  hneil 
white  callico.  A  girdle  or  faili  croes  round  all  but  the 
two  outer  garments,  and  in  this  they  ftick  a  knire  in  a 
fiieath.  The  drefs  for  the  head  is  either  the  turban, 
wliich  is  here  a  cap,  with  along  piece  of  white  muflin 
wrapped  round  it,  or  a  red  woollen  cap  that  fits  dole  to 
the  head,  which  is  v/orn  by  the  ordinary  people  among 
the  Arabs  and  Ccptis.  Green  is  a  colour  worn  by  none 
but  the  relations  of  Mahomet. 

The  drefs  of  the  women  is  not  unlike  that  of  th€ 
men,  only  their  drawers  and  mofl  of  their  other  gar- 
ments are  of  filk;  all  but  their  outer  drefs  are  fhorter 
than  the  mens,  and  their  fleeves  hang  down  very  lovv^. 
They  have  a  white  woollen  ilcull-cap  -,  their  heads  are 
bendes  dreffed  with  an  eiubroidered  handkercliief,  and 
their  hair  platted  round  i:.  They  have  a  large  black 
veil  tliat  comes  over  all,  and  fomethine  of  s:auze  that 
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to  fhew  the  whole  face,  they  generally  cover  the  mouth 
and  one  eye,  if  not  the  whole.  The  ordniary  women 
wear  a  large  blue  linen  or  cotton  garment,  like  a  fiir- 
plice  ;  and  before  their  faces  hang  a  kind  oi  bib,  joined 
to  their  head-drefs,  by  a  tape  over  the  nofe ;  the  fpace 
between  being  only  for  the  eyes  :  this  gives  them  a 
very  odd  appearance.  The  women  among  the  vulg-ar, 
efpecially  the  blacks,  alfo  wears  rings  in  their  nofes, 
ornamented  with  glafs  beads  j  they  hav^e  large  ear-rinos, 
three  inches  in  diameter,  that  comie  round  the  ear,  and 
are  adorned  with  ilones.  They  alfo  wear  Itone  rings 
on  their  fingers  -,  thofe  of  the  ordinary  people  are  of 
lead  ;  but  the  better  fort  have  them  of  gold.  Their 
bracelets  are  commonly  of  wire  ;  but  fome  are  of  gold 
finely  jointed  :  but  there  are  fome  of  plain  iron  or  brafs. 
The  vulgar  women  paint  their  lips,  and  the  tip  of  their 
chin  v/ith  blue  -,  and  thofe  of  fuperior  rank  paint  their 
nails  and  feet  yellow,  and  their  eye-lids  black. 

The  Egyptians  are  but  an  ill-looking  people;  many  of 
them  are  fair  when  young;  but  the  fun  afterwards  renders 
them  f  A  arthy.  They  are  very  dirty  and  ilovenly,  ef- 
pecially the  Coptis ;  and  as  table  linen  is  feldom  or  ne- 
ver ufed  by  the  Egyptians,  the  Arabs,  and  the  Coptis, 
I  have  obferved  the  latter,  after  wafhing  their  hands 
when  they  have  eaten,  wipe  them  with  the  great  fleeves 
of  their  fhirts.  Both  the  Turks  and  Egyptians  are 
very  frugal  in  their  manner  of  living ;  the  latter  feldom 
eat  meat,  and  the  tables  of  the  great  men  are  of  little 
expence  to  them,  confidering  the  number  of  their  at- 
tendants, in  which  they  are  very  extravagant ;  for  it  is 
common  for  them  to  have  fifty  or  fixty  (laves,  and  a 
great  number  of  other  fervants  and  dependents,  the 
clothing  of  their  flaves  is  however  a  great  expence,  as 
is  alfo  their  keeping  many  horfes,  it  being  common  for 
them  to  have  from  50  to  200.  Thefe  are  well  managed, 
and  do  not  feem  to  know  their  own  flreng-th :  they 
feed  them  v/ith  clover  when  it  is  in  feafon,  and  at  other 
times  with  chopoed  fcrav/ ;   bur  they  <y\Yt  them  barley 
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all  the  year.  They  walk  finely,  never  trot,  but  gal- 
lop fwiftly,  turning  fuddenly,  and  (lopping  in  a  moment 
when  on  full  fpeed. 

None  but  people  of  the  middle  rank  refort  to  coffee- 
houles  5  fome  of  thefe  have  muiic  at  certain  hours  of 
the  day  J  and  in  others,  a  man  tells  fome  hiftory,  or  a 
fort  of  ilrabian  tale,  with  a  very  good  grace.  Tradef- 
men  often  fend  to  have  their  provifions  brought  to 
c:)ftee-houfes,  and  thofe  who  have  notliing  to  do  pafs 
v/hole  days  in  them.. 

As  to  the  religion  of  Egypt,  the  Coptic  is  that  of 
the  native  Chrilrians  of  the  country.  The  Greeks 
are  very  numerous  at  Cairo  and  Daimatia;  but  there 
are  not  fo  many  in  Rofetto,  Alexandria,  and  the  other 
parts  of  Egypt,  except  a  few  merchants  in  the  prhici- 
pal  towns.  There  are  but  very  few  Armenians  at 
Cairo,  though  they  have  a  church  in  that  city. 

The  Chriftian  religion  would  be  ftiil  at  a  lower  ebb, 
did  not  the  people  find  it  convenient  to  have  Copti 
Rewards  to  their  eilates,  v/ho  are  well  acquainted  with 
all  affairs,  and  are  very  expert  at  keeping  accounts, 
which  they  do  in  a  fort  of  Coptic  chara61:ers,  under- 
ftood  by  nobody  elfe.  Thefe  are  the  prote6lors  of  the 
Chrifbians  in  every  village.  The  Coptis,  how^ever,  feem 
to  be  the  mofc  irreverent  and  carelefs  in  their  devotions 
of  all  the  Eafi:erns.  They  fpend  the  night  before  Sun- 
days and  feitivals  in  their  churches,  and  pafs  their  holi- 
days in  fauntering  about  i  fitting  under  their  walls  in 
winccr,  and  under  fnady  trees  in  fummer.  They  feem 
to  think  that  all  religion  confifcs  in  repeating  their  long 
fervices,  and  in  ftrictly  ^  '.  ferving  theip  numerous  fails. 
Both  the  priefls  and  people  are  extremely  ignorant :  the 
former  perform  the  fervice  in  the  Coptic  language  by 
rote,  of  v/hich  they  generally  underftand  very  little  ; 
but  they  have  books  of  their  liturgy,  with  the  Arabic 
interpretation.  The  Coptis  are  faid  to  fa(l  {even  months 
in  the  year.  The  children  are  efpoufed  at  feven  or 
eight  years  of  age,  and  confummate  at  eleven  or  twclvt^ 
and  fome  time  before  that  tliey  are  circumcif^d.  They  ea- 
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fiiy  procure  divorces  on  account  of  adultery,  longfick- 
nefs,  or  dilagreement ;  and  at  the  parties  defn  e,  the 
patriarch,  or  a  biihop,  give  them  leave  to  marry  again ; 
but  if  this  is  refufed,  they  go  to  the  Cadi,  v/ho  will  do 
it  readily.  And  this  is  prad:ifed  by  the  Chrifiians  all 
over  Turkey.  The  holy  oil  is  confecrated  only  once 
in  thirty  years  by  the  patriarch,  when  a  whole  day  is 
fpent  in  performing  the  ceremony.  At  baptifm,  they 
plunge  the  child  three  times  into  the  water,  and  the 
prieft  then  gives  it  the  facrament,  that  is  the  wine,  by 
dipping  the  end  of  his  finger  in  it  and  putting  it  to  the 
child's  mouth.  But  if  the  child  happens  to  be  fick  be- 
fore it  is  baptized,  it  is  brought  to  the  church  :  (for 
they  cannot  baptize  out  of  it)  the  infant  is  laid  on  a 
cloth  near  the  font,  and  the  priefc  dipping  his  hands  in 
the  water  rubs  it  all  over.  If  the  child  is  too  ill  to  be 
brought  to  church,  they  then  only  anoint  it,  Vv^hich  they 
fay  is  good  baptifm.  They  give  abfolution  at  extreme 
un6lion,  and  alfo  anoint  all  the  people  prefent,  that  the 
evil  fpirit  may  not  enter  into  them  :  but  their  confef- 
fions  are  only  general.  They  ufe  the  liturgies  of  St. 
Bafil,  St.  Gregory,  and  St.  Cyril  -,  but  the  firfl  being 
the  ihorteft,  is  oftenefb  read.  They  adminifter  the  facra^ 
ments  in  both  kinds  on  Sundays,  Wednefdays,  Fridays, 
on  all  their  numerous  holidays,  and  every  day  in  Lent. 
They  abilain  from  blood  and  things  flrangled;  pray 
for  the  dead,  and  profhrate  themfelves  before  pidures  \ 
but  have  no  images  except  a  crucitix. 

The  Coptis  bear  an  implacable  hatred  to  the  Greeks, 
and  have  generally  as  little  regard  for  the  Europeans, 
which  in  a  great  meafure  proceeds  from  tht  endeavours 
of  thofe  of  the  Romifn  church  to  make  converts  of 
them ;  they  rarely  diilinguifh  between  thofe  of  dif- 
ferent religions,  but  include  all  under  the  name  of 
Franks. 

As  the  Jews  were  in  times   of  Paganifm,  afraid   of 
drinking  wine  offered  to  idols,  they  fliill  have  here  all 
they  drink  made   up  by  their  own  people,  feaied  up, 
and  fent  to  them  3  this  cufbom  they  obferve  throughout  all 
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the  Eaft.  They  have  twenty -fix  fynagogues  In  Cairo, 
and  one  in  old  Cairo.  There  is  a  particular  fe6l  among 
them  who  live  by  themfelves,  and  have  a  feparate  ^j- 
nagogue.  Thefe  are  the  ancient  EiTenes,  and  have  now 
the  name  of  Charaims ;  they  are  diilinguifhed  by  the 
regard  they  pay  to  the  five  books  of  Moles^  w^hich  they 
faidtiy  obferve  according  to  the  letter^  not  receiving 
any  written  tiaditions. 

Education  in  Egypt  confifls  in  little  more  than  learn- 
ing to  read  and  write,  which  the  Coptis  generally  learn, 
together  with  book-keeping;  but  few  of  the  Arabs  and 
native  Mahometans  can  read,  except  thofe  bred  to  the 
law,  or  feme  employ.  The  ilaves  have  the  beil  educa- 
tion, for  they  undcrftand  Arabic  and  Turkifh,  and  often 
write  both :  they  are  alfo  well  (Ivilled  in  riding,  {hoot- 
ing, and  throwing  the  dart,  v/hich  are  efteemed  great 
accompliihments.  The  Turks  in  particular  are  deeply 
tindlured  v/ith  the  do6lrine  of  predeftination,  which 
not  only  infpires  them  with  courage,  but  makes  them 
fiiow^  great  magnanimity  when  throv/n  from  the  height 
of  powder  into  the  moil  miferable  condition;  indeed- 
they  behave  better  in  adverfity  than  in  profperity; 
though  when  in  high  ftations  they  afFume  a  becoming 
gravity,  and  confer  a  favour  wdth  a  very  gracious  coun- 
tenance ;  but  they  are  greedy  of  mioney,  and  nothing  is 
to  be  done  with  them  without  a  bribe.  They  fancy 
that  the  greatelt  villanies  are  expiated  as  foon  as  they 
have  w^aflied  their  hands  and  feet.  This  is  their  pre- 
paration for  prayer.  The  outward  appearance  of  re- 
ligion is  in  fafhion  among  them  ;  they  pray  in  the  moil 
public  places,  and  when  on  a  vifit  will  call  for  water 
to  wafh  their  hands  and  feet,  and  then  perform  their 
devotions  -,  and  yet  their  v/crds"  pafs  for  nothing,  either 
in  relations,  promifes,  or  profelTion  of  friendfhip. 
Opium  is  not  fo  miuch  ufed  by  them  as  formerly,  in- 
flead  of  which  they  drink  fpirituous  liquors  very  plen- 
tifully at  their  meals.  But  thefe  are  chieP.y  the  great 
men  and  ir\(i  Toldiers;  for  drinking  ilrong  liquors  would 
be  reckoned  fcandalous  for  people   in  bufinefs.     The 
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Arabs  indeed  very  rarely  drink  ;  and  the  common 
people  pound  the  leaves  of  green  hemp,  make  a  ball 
of  it,  and  fwallow  it,  to  render  them  chearful.  They 
have  a  high  opinion  of  the  magic  art,  and  think  there 
is  much  virtue  in  charms  and  taliimans. 

The  poorefl  Mahometan  thinks  himfelf  fuperior  to 
any  Chriftian  :  yet  the  Arabs  and  people  of  the  country, 
behave  with  civility  -,  they  come  and  fit  about  you,  and 
grow  troublefome  by  being  too  obferving,  curious,  and 
inquifitive.  The  Turk  alfo  will  be  very  civil,  ei- 
ther to  get  prefents,  or  to  difcover  your  defigns,  in 
which  they  are  very  artful.  They  behave  with  the 
greateft  decorum  and  refped:  to  their  fuperiors,  and  one 
of  great  dignity,  readily  holds  the  ftirrup  of  another  v/ho 
is  itill  greater.  The  w^ay  of  faluting  as  they  pafs,  is 
flretching  out  his  right  hand,  bringing  it  to  the  breail, 
a  little  inclining  the  head.  The  extraordinary  falute 
is  killing  the  hand,  and  putting  it  to  the  head ;  when 
they  vifit  a  fuperior  they  kifs  his  hand ;  but  if  he  is 
greatly  fuperior,  they  kifs  the  hem  of  his  garment. 
When  they  take  any  thing  from  a  fuperior,  or  that  is 
fent  by  a  fuperior,  they  kifs  it,  and  put  it  to  their 
foreheads,  and  when  they  promife  to  ferve  or  protedl 
yoU;  they  put  their  hands  up  to  their  turbans,  as  much 
as  to  fay.  Be  it  on  our  heads. 

The  entertainments  of  the  Turks  and  Arabs  have 
been  often  mentioned,  and  I  ihall  only  add  here,  that 
an  Arab  prince  will  often  dine  in  the  ftreet  before  his 
door,  and  call  to  all  that  pafs,  and  even  to  beggars, 
crying  in  the  ufual  manner,  in  the  name  of  God  ;  upon 
which  they  fit  down,  and  when  they  have  done  retire, 
faying,  God  be  praifed.  With  fuch  generofity  and 
hofpitality  they  maintain  their  intereft  -,  yet  the  mid- 
dling people  and  the  Coptis  live  but  meanly. 

It  has  been  already  obierved,  that  the  Mahometans 
have  an  extraordinary  veneration  for  ideots,  whom  they 
fuppofe  to  be  a6luated  by  a  divine  fpirit,  and  confider 
them  as  a  kind  of  faints  -,  hence  they  receive  all  pof- 
fible  marks  of  refped,  and  are  received  into  all  houfes. 
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and  at  all  tables.  In  Cairo,  they  have  a  large  molque, 
with  buildings  adjoining  to  it,  and  great  revenues  for  their 
fupport.  As  thefe  are  recommended  by  their  want  of 
reafon,  fo  are  the  dervifes  by  their  want  of  money  j  po- 
verty being  efleemied  by  a  Turk  as  a  great  degree  of 
perfection  in  every  one  but  himfelf. 


JOURNEY 

TO     PALMTRA,    OR     TED  MO  R    IN 
THE     BESART 


Containing  the  manner  in  which  thefe  travels  were  undertaken,  their 
.  fetting  out  from  Naples,  and  after  touching  at  the  iflands  in  the 
Archipelago  arrive  at  Byroot,  from  whence  they  proceed  to  Pal- 
myra, with  a  particular  defcription  of  that  city,  by  the  learned 
Mr.  Robert  Wood. 


A  WO  gentlemen*,  fays  our  author,  who  more 
than  once  had  been  led  by  curiofity  to  travel  into  Italy, 
were  perfuaded  that  a  voyage  properly  made  to  the 
moft  remarkable  places  in  antiquity,  on  the  coaft  of 
the  Mediterranean,  might  be  of  advantage  to  the  pub- 
lic, at  the  fame  time,  that  it  would  afford  knowledge 
and  entertainment  to  themfelves.  As  I  had  already 
feen  moft  of  the  places  they  propofed  to  vifit,  they  did 
me  the  honour  to  communicate  their  defign  to  me,  and 
I  with  pleafure  accepted  their  invitation  to  be  one  of 
fuch  an  agreeable  party.  The  advantageous  idea  I 
had  formed  of  thefe  gentlemen,  whom  I  had  feveral 
times  met  in  France  and  Italy,  flattered  me  with  all  the 
fuccefs  that  could  be  hoped  for  from  fuch  a  voyage. 
Their  intimate  friendfhip,  their  love  of  antiquities  and 
the  fine  arts,  and  their  being  accuftomed  to  travelling, 
were  circumftances  eHential  to  our  projed; :  circum- 

*  Thefe  learned  and  ingenious  gentlemen  were  Mr.  Dawkins  and 
Mr,  Bouverie. 
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ftances  that  fcldom  meet  in  two  perfons,  who  join  to  a 
tafte  and  leifure  for  fuch  relearches,  the  neceffary  means 
of  making  them,  and  who  have  fufficicnt  health  and 
courage  to  fupport  th6  fatigue  of  doing  it. 

We  agreed  that  we  could  not  do  without  a  fourth 
perfon  w^ho  was  in  Italy,  and  whofe  abilities  were  known 
to  us  with  refpe6t  to  his  fkill  in  architefture  and  draw- 
ing. We  therefore  wrote  to  him,  and  engaged  him 
to  be  one  of  the  party. 

We  chofe  Rome  for  the  place  of  our  rendezvous  ; 
and  there  fpent  the  v/inter  together,  employing  the 
greateft  part  of  our  time  in  refrefliing  our  memories  by 
reading  ancient  hiflory,  and  in  perfe6ting  ourfelves  inr 
the  geography  of  the  countries  we  propofed  to  vifit. 

The  following  fpring  we  repaired  to  Naples,  where 
\YQ  found  a  veiTel  we  had  hired  at  London,  furnifhed 
v/ith  every  thing  we  had  thought  would  be  of  fervice  to 
us.  We  had  there  a  choice  colle6i:ion  of  the  Greek 
poets  and  hiflorians,  books  of  antiquities,  and  accounts 
of  the  beft  voyages  and  travels.  There  were  alfo  on 
board  fuch  mathematical  inftruments  as  we  might  have 
occafion  for,  and  prefents  fit  for  the  Turks  of  diflinc- 
tion  and  others,  to  whom  we  might  be  obliged  to  ad- 
drefs  ourfelves  in  the  courfe  of  our  travels. 

In  this  vefTel  we  fet  fail,  and  vifited  mofl  of  the 
iflands  of  the  Archipelago,  a  part  of  Greece  in  Eu- 
rope, the  European  and  Afiatic  coails  of  the  Helle- 
fpont,  the  Propontis,  and  the  Bofphorus  as  far  as  the 
Black  fea.  W^e  penetrated  into  Afia  Minor,  Syria, 
Phoenicia,  Palefline,  and  Egypt,  and  vifited  the  mofl 
remarkable  places  in  each. 

The  different  countries  through  which  we  pafTed  are 
known  to  abound  in  things  of  various  kinds  that  merit 
the  attention  of  the  curious  traveller  j  however,  it  was 
lefs  the  prefent  than  the  ancient  fhate  of  thefe  countries 
that  attraded  our  regard,  though  each  of  us  was  able 
to  gratify  his  peculiar  tafle.  It  is  impofTible  to  confi- 
derwith  indifFerencCj  the  countries  where  polite  litera- 
ture and  the  arts  had  their  birth  ;  where  th^  Captains, 
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the  Orators,  the  Philofophers,  the  Poets,  and  the  Ar- 
tifts  have,  fo  bravely  and  lb  happily,  fuiTered  their  ge- 
nius to  foar,  and  done  honour  to  human  nature. 

Circumiiances  of  climate  and  fituation,  otherwife 
trivial,  become  intereiting  from  their  conne6tion  with 
the  great  men  who  have  celebrated  them,  and  with  the 
illuftrious  a6lions5  which  hiilory  and  poetry  reprefent 
as  being  there  performed.  The  life  of  Miltiades  or 
Leonidas  can  no  where  be  read  with  fuch  pieafure  as  in 
the  plains  of  Marathon,  or  at  the  ftreights  of  Thermo- 
pylae :  the  Iliad  has  new  beauties  on  the  banks  of  the 
Scamander;  and  the  Odyffey  has  fixlli  charms  in  the 
country  where  UlyiTes  travelled,  and  Homer  fung. 

No  part  of  a  tour  through  the  eaft  is  fo  difficult  as 
a  journey  to  Palmyra  :  for  it  is  necelTary  to  go  far  from 
the  common  road,  and  where  the  Grand  Signior's  pro- 
tection can  be  of  no  fervice.  Aleppo  and  Damafcus 
feemed  to  be  the  places  where  we  might  beft  provide 
for  our  convenience  and  fafety  in  this  enterprife  ;  but 
having  endeavoured  in  vain  to  make  the  firft  of  thefc 
cities,  we  anchored  at  Byroot  on  the  coaft  of  Syria,  and 
crolfed  over  mount  Libanus,  in  order  to  go  to  Da- 
mafcus. 

The  Bafla  of  that  city  declared  that  he  could  not 
promife  us,  that  either  his  name  or  his  power  would  be 
of  any  fervice  to  us  at  the  place  to  which  we  were  go- 
ing. From  what  he  faid,  and  from  all  that  we  could 
learn  from  others,  we  found  that  we  muft  be  obliged  to 
go  to  Hafila,  a  village  four  days  journey  to  the  north 
of  Damafcus,  and  the  reiidence  of  an  Aga,  whofe  ju- 
rifdi6lion  extends  to  Palmyra.  This  little  village  is  in 
the  great  road  by  which  the  caravan  of  Damafcus  pafTes 
to  Aleppo :  it  is  iituated  near  Anti-Libanus,  at  a  few 
hours  diilance  from  the  river  Oronres.  The  Aga  re- 
ceived us  with  the  hofpitality  fo  common  in  this  coun- 
try among  people  of  all  ranks  -,  and  though  extremely 
furprifed  at  our  curiofny,  he  gave  us,  as  well  as  he  was 
able,  the  neceffary  inftrud:ions  for  gratifying  it. 

VOL.    V.  S 
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We  left  Haffia  on  the  loth  of  March,  175 1,  with 
an  cfcort  of  the  beft  Arab  horfemen,  belonging  to  the 
Aga,  armed  vv^ith  guns  and  long  pikes ;  and  having 
croffed  a  barren  plain  which  fcarcely  produces  vege- 
tables fuHicient  to  feed  the  antelopes  we  faw  there,  we 
arrived  at  Sudud.  This  is  a  fmall  village  inhabited  by 
Maronite  Chriftians :  the  houfes  arc  built  of  bricks 
dried  in  the  fun  j  and  the  inhabitants  cultivate  as  much 
land  around  the  village  as  is  barely  fufficient  for  their 
fubfiftence,  they  alfo  make  tolerable  good  wine.  We 
bought  fome  manufcripts  of  their  priefts,  and  after  din- 
ner continued  our  journey  to  the  fouth-eaft  through  the 
fame  fort  of  country,  and  in  three  hours  more  arrived 
at  Howareen,  where  we  took  up  our  lodging. 

Howareen  has  the  fame  appearance  of  poverty  as 
Sudud  ;  but  v/c  found  fome  ruins  there,  that  are  a  proof 
of  it»  being  once  a  more  cgnfiderable  place.  A  fquare^ 
tower,  with  projediing  battlements,  feems  to  have  been 
built  three  or  four  hundred  years  ago,  and  two  churches 
in  ruins  may  be  about  the  fame  age  :  in  thefe  buildings 
there  are  materials  that  are  much  more  ancient,  but 
employed  without  judgment.  We  obferved  in  the 
walls  fome  Corinthian  capitals,  and  many  Attic  bafes 
of  white  marble.  Thefe  fragments  of  antiquity,  and 
fomie  others  we  found  fcattered  about,  have  belonged 
to  works  eredled  with  more  expence  than  tafle.  We 
had  obferved  a  neighbouring  village  entirely  abandoned 
by  its  inhabitants,  which  frequently  happens  in  this 
country  ;  for  when  the  produce  of  the  earth  is  not  an- 
fwerable  to  the  cultivation,  the  inhabitants  often  quit 
their  habitations  to  avoid  oppreffion. 

The  next  day  we  left  Howareen,  and  continuing  to 
travel  in  the  famiC  diredion,  in  three  hours  reached 
Carieteen,  a  village  a  little  larger  than  the  lail,  that  has 
alfo  fome  fragments  of  marble  which  belonged  to  anci- 
ent edifices,  as  the  fliafts  of  columns,  fome  Corinthian 
capitals,  a  Doric  bafe,  and  two  imperfe6t  Greek  in- 
fcriptions.  We  thought  proper  to  ftay  here  the  remain- 
der of  tlie  day,  as  well  to  v/ait  for  the  reft  of  the  efcort^; 
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the  Aga  had  ordered  to  accompany  us,  as  to  prepare 
our  retinue  and  our  cattle,  for  the  fatigue  they  were  to 
fuffer  during  the  reli  of  our  journey:  for  though  we 
could  not  perform  it  in  iefs  than  twenty-four  hours  ; 
we  were  obliged  to  travel  fo  long  Vv^ithout  repofe^  there 
being  no  water  in  that  part  of  the  defart. 

We  left  Carieteen  on  the  13th  at  ten  in  the  morning, 
which  was  much  too  late  i  but  our  company  became 
more  difficult  to  govern  in  proportion  as  they  became 
more  numerous.  '  This  bad  condud  occafioned  our  be- 
ing expofed  to  the  heat  of  tv/o  days,  before  our  beafts 
could  obtain  either  reil  or  water  j  and  though  it  was 
at  the  beginning  of  the  feafon,  the  fand  feile6bed  the 
heat  of  the  fun  with  great  violence,  while  we  had  nei- 
ther the  flighteix:  breeze  to  refreih  us,  nor  the  le aft  fhade 
to  lliclter  us  from  its  beams. 

Our  company  was  then  much  encrcafed,  by  its  be- 
ing joined  by  fome  merchants,  fo  that  it  confifted  of 
about  200  perfons,  and  nearly  the  fame  number  of 
beafts  of  burthen,  which  formed  a  grotefque  mixture 
ofhorfes,  camels,  mailes,  and  aftes.  Our  guide  told 
us,  that  we  were  in  the  moft  dangerous  part  of  our 
journey,  anddeiired  us  to  fubmit  entirely  to  his  orders, 
which  were,  that  the  doraeftics  ftiouki  keep  with  the 
baggage,  immediately  behind  our  guard  of  Arabs,  from 
which  was  frequently  difpatched  one,  two,  or  more 
horfemen  on  the  difcovery,  to  all  the  eminences  be- 
fore us,  where  tliey  ftayed  till  wt  came  up  with  them. 
Thefe  horfemen  always  quitted  th.Q  caravan  on  a  fall 
gallop,  after  the  manner  of  the  Tartars  and  HaiTars. 
It  is  hard  to  fay  whether  this  precaution  arofe  from  a 
real  apprehenfion  of  danger,  or  whether  it  did  not 
proceed  from  an  oftxncatious  fhew  of  vlgibnce,  to 
make  us  conceive  an  high  opinion  of  their  activity  and 
ufe. 

The  road  here  from  Carieteen  to  Palmyra  was  north 
and  by  eaft,  through  a  level  fandy  plain  about  ten  miles 
broad,  bounded  to  the  right  anci  left  by  a  chain  of  bar- 
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ren  mountains,  that  fcemed  to  join  within  two  miles 
of  Palmyra.  In  all  this  coiirfe  there  is  neither  a  tree  nor 
a  drop  of  water:  but  to  take  off  our  attention  from  the 
fatigue  we  endured,  our  Arab  horfemen  diverted  us 
from  time  to  time  hj  engaging  in  mock  fights.  It  is 
furprizing  to  fee  with  what  firmnefs  they  keep  their 
faddles,  and  the  dexterity  with  which  they  manage  their 
horfes.  At  night  they  ufually  fat  in  a  circle,  to  drink 
coffee  and  fmoke  a  pipe :  this  v/aS  their  greecefc  regale. 
In  the  mean  while  one  of  the  company  diverted  the  reft 
by  finging  a  fong,  or  relating  a  piece  of  hiftory,  on  the 
fubjedt  of  love  or  war,  or  v/ith  an  extempore  tale. 

When  we  had  proceeded  nine  hours  from  Carieteen, 
we  arrived  at  a  ruined  tower,  on  which  we  obferved 
the  crofs  of  Malta  in  two  or  three  places.  Near 
this  tower  are  the  ruins  of  a  fuperb  building;  but  a 
magnificent  door- cafe  of  white  marble  is  the  only  part 
that  remains  flanding,  and  that  is  not  covered  with  fand. 
At  midnight  we  fcopt  two  hours  to  take  fome  repofe, 
and  on  the  14th  at  noon  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  plain, 
where  the  mountains  to  the  right  and  left  appear  to 
meet.  Between  thefe  mountains  is  a  valley,  where  are 
flill  feen  the  ruins  of  an  aquedu6l,  that  formerly  con- 
veyed water  to  Palmyra. 

On  each  fide  of  this  valley  are  many  fquare  towers 
of  a  confxderable  height ;  and  on  approaching  them 
we  found  that  they  were  the  ancient  fepulchres  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Palmiyr?^.  Scarce  had  we  pafTed  thefe 
venerable  monument^  when  the  mountains  opening 
on  each  fide,  we  fuddenly  difcoyered  the  greateft  OAian- 
tity  of  ruins,  all  of  white  marble,  we  had  ever  feen, 
and  behind  thefe  ruins,  tov/ards  the  Euphrates,  a  level 
country  extending  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  v/ith- 
out  the  ieafl  anim.ated  obje^l.  It  is  almoft  impoffible  to 
imagine  any  thing  more  aftonifhing  than  this  view. 
No  profp'ecl  can  be  conceived  more  flriking  and  ro- 
mantic, than  fuch  a  vafl  multitude  of  Corinthian  co- 
lumns, widi  few  intervening  walls  and  folid  buildings. 
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But  to  be  more  particular*' :  on  the  left  hand  you 
behold  a  wail  which  belonged  to  the  court  of  the  tem- 
ple of  the  fun^  and  though  part  is  broken  down^  it  is 
of  a  confiderable  length.  A  row  of  twelve  noble  win- 
dows are  Hill  ftanding  together,  and  farther  to  the  left 
are  two  others  :  between  each  is  a  pilafter  of  the  Cor- 
inthian order  fupporting  the  entablature  :  through  the 
fpace  that  is  broken  down  the  view  is  terminated  by 
diftant  rows  of  columns,  and  over  the  part  of  the  wall, 
which  is  ftill  Handing,  rife  the  ruins  of  the  temple  it- 
felf.  At  the  end,  where  flood  the  portico,  is  a  fquare 
ruinous  tower  built  by  the  Turks.  Before  thefe  build- 
ings are  inclofures  of  corn  and  olive-trees  planted  by 
the  Arabs,  and  feparated  by  m.ud- walls,  while  on  all 
fides  lie  around  them  magnificent  ruins. 

Before  the  Turkiih  tower  k  a  piece  of  a  very  largo 
column  ftanding  on  its  bafe :  but  the  greateft  part, 
with  its  capital  and  entablature,  has  fallen  down.  The 
ftones  that  are  around  it  fhew  that  there  was  a  grand 
edifice  in  this  place.  The  diameter  of  this  column 
near  the  bafe  is  five  feet  and  a  half.  A  little  to  the 
right  of  the  tower,  though  at  a  great  diftance,  are  the 
ruins  ot  a  Turkiih  mofque  with  its  minaret :  and  be- 
fore it  is  a  grand  column,  that  rifes  to  a  great  height, 
and  is  of  the  famie  dimeniions  as  that  v/liich  is  broken 
down.  A  little  farther  to  the  ri^ht  is  a  noble  arch, 
with  a  poftern  richly  ornamented  on  each  fide,  from 
vvhich  a  colonade  extends  four  thoufand  feet  in  length, 
terminated  by  a  fuperb  maufoletim.  Many  of  thefe 
columns  are  fallen  down,  and  open  a  view  to  the  other 
ruins,  while  in  other  parts  the  remains  of  magnificent 
ilru6tures  are  feen  throusrh  the  intercolumniations.  At 
iome  diftance  nearer  before  this  miagnificent  colonade 
irands  a  fmall  temple,  adorned  with  a  noble  portico  \ 
and  ftill  farther  to  the  right  is  another  temple,   with  its 

*  This  defcription  is  taken  from  three  large  fneet  plates,  which, 
added  together,  afford  a  nobler  view  of  thefe  magnificent  remains 
of  antiquity,  as   tJiey   thus  faddenly   appear,  than  any  words  can 

poiTibly  give. 
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perillyle,  feen  through  the  intercolumniatlon.  Still 
farther  to  the  rigfit  is  a  range  of  columns  that  appear 
to  have  belonged  to  a  portico.  At  fome  diilance  nearer 
feem  to  be  the  ruins  of  a  Chriftian  church,  and  ilill 
nearer,  and  farther  to  the  right,  are  four  lofty  columns 
with  their  fuperb  entablature,  the  only  remains  of  fome 
grand  edifice.  A  little  to  the  right  of  the fe,  though 
at  a  greater  difliance,  are  a  number  of  columns  which 
ilill  fiipport  a  confiderable  part  of  their  entablature, 
and  are  fo  difpofed,  that  they  refemble  the  periftyle  of 
a  fmall  temple,  that  has  been  wholly  deftroyed ;  and 
nearer  flill,  and  more  to  the  right,  is  an  elegant  mau- 
foleum. 

Befidcs  thefe  wt  fee  a  vafl  number  of  fcattered  co- 
lumns covering  the  plain,  fomie  with,  and  fom^e  v/ith- 
out  their  entablatures,  while  the  eround  is  on  all  fides 
covered  with  broken  columns,  capitals,  rich  entabla- 
tures, and  flones  of  prodigious  magnitude.  Towards 
the  right  the  diftant  profpe6t  is  terminated  by  a  range 
of  liiils  and  mountains,  on  one  of  which  are  the 
ruins  of  a  Turkiili  fortification,  and  on  another  is  a 
caflle. 

Thefe  vv^ere  the  amazing  ruins  which  fuddenly  ftruck 
our  fight,  and  appeared  at  one  view  in  the  diftant 
profpe(5b.  After  having  confidered  them  for  fom^e  time, 
we  were  condu61:ed  to  a  hut  belonging  co  the  Arabs, 
of  which  there  are  about  thirty  in  the  court  of  the  great 
temple.  The  magnificence  of  that  edifice,  and  the 
meannefs  of  our  habitation,  formed  a  contrail  that 
was  quite  afl:oniihing. 

The  inhabitants,  both  men  and  women,  are  well 
fhaped;*the  complexions  of  the  latter  are  fwardiy,  but 
their  features  good:  they  were  veiled,  but  they  were 
not  fo  fcrupulous  about  (hewing  their  faces,  as  the  wo- 
men of  the  Eall  generally  are.  They  hang  rings 
of  either  gold  or  brafs  in  their  ears  and  nofes  i  they 
colour  their  lips  blue,  their  eyes  and  eye-brows  black, 
and  the  tips  of  their  fmgers  red.  Both  fe>:es  appear. to 
be  very  healthy,  being  almoil  flrangers  to  difeafes.     It 
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feldom  rains  there^  except  at  the  time  of  the  equinoxes^ 
and  we  enjoyed  a  ferene  iky  all  the  while  we  Haid^^ 
except  one  afternoon^,  when  we  had  a  little  fhower, 
preceded  by  a  whirlwind,  v/hich  raifed  fuch  a  quan- 
tity of  fand  as  entirely  darkened  the  air,  and  gave  us 
an  idea  of  the  terrible  ftorms  that  are  fome  times  fatal 
to  whole  caravans.  We  continued  there  lifceen  days, 
during  which  the  Arab  inhabitants  fupplied  us  pretty 
well  with  mutton  and  goats-fleih  -,  but  had  we  flaid 
much  longer,  they  would  have  been  unable  to  furnifh 
us  with  provifions. 

As  we  found  it  would  be  troublefome  to  carry  a 
quadrant  fo  far  by  land,  this  prevented  our  taking  the 
latitude  of  the  city  i  but  according  to  Ptolemy  it  is  in 
34*^  latitude,  and  is  fix  days  journey  from  Aleppo,  as 
many  from  Damafcus  by  the  fafefl  road,  and  about  20 
leagues  to  the  eail  of  the  Euphrates.  Some  geogra- 
phers place  it  in  Syria,  others  in  Arabia,  and  others  in 
Phoenicia.  The  city  w^alls  were  Hanked  with  fquare 
towers,  but  in  many  parts  they  are  entirely  levelled^ 
and  cannot  now^  be  diftinguifrxcd  from  the  other  ruins  ^ 
particularly  none  of  them  can  be  perceived  to  tlie  Ibuth- 
eaft  i  however,  from  what  we  difcovered,  there  is 
great  reafon  to  believe  they  enclofed  the  great  temple  j 
and  therefore  muil  have  been  at  leaft  three  miles  in 
compafs. 

The  Arabs  fhewed  us  by  the  prefent  ruins  a  tradl  of 
land  that  may  be  about  ten  miles  in  circumference,  and 
is  a  little  raifed  above  the  level  of  the  defart,  obferving 
that  this  was  the  extent  of  the  ancient  city,  and  that  ruins 
were  difcovered  there  by  digging.  Indeed  there  feems 
better  reafons  in  favour  of  this  opinion,  than  their  au- 
thority. A  circuit  of  three  miles  was  very  little  for 
Palmyra  in  its  profperity^  efpecially  if  Vv'e  confider 
that  the  greateft  part  of  that  fpace  is  filled  by  public 
edifices,  w^hich  from  their  extraordinary  magnificence, 
and  the  great  number  of  fupurb  fepulchres,  are  evi- 
dent proofs  of  the  grandeur  of  the  city.  From  thence 
it  may  be  concluded,  that  the  walls  already  mentioned 
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inclofed  only  that  part  of  the  city,  which  contained  the 
public  edifices  in  ics  moil  (iouriihing  ftate  -,  and  that 
after  it  was  ruined,  its  fituation  rendering  it  the  moil 
proper  place  for  putting  a  ftop  to  the  incurfions  of  t^e 
Saracens,  Juftinian  fortified  it^  as  we  learn  from  Pro- 
copius,  and  very  probably  contra61:ed  its  bounds.  Pal- 
myra was  not  then,  as  it  formerly  had  been,  a  rich  and 
trading  city,  in  which  it  was  neceffary  to  have  a  regard 
to  the  intereft  and  convenience  of  individuals ;  but  a 
frontier  town,  that  only  required  ftrength.  Befides, 
in  building  the  v/ali  to  the  north-weft,  advantage  was 
taken  of  two  or  three  fepulchres,  which  being  of  a 
convenient  form,  they  converted  them  into  towers ; 
and  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  t\\t  v/all  was  built  after 
the  fepulchres,  it  may  juftly  be  concluded  that  they 
were  erected  fmce  the  abolition  of  the  pagan  religion, 
the  Greeks  and  Romans  having  too  great  a  veneration 
for  their  fepulchres  to  apply  them  to  any  other  ufe ; 
and  it  was  contrary  to  the  moft  exprefs  laws  of  both, 
to  bury  the  dead  v/ithin  the  walls  of  a  city. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  on  the  top  of  one  of  the 
hieheft  of  thefe  mountains  is  a  caflile.  The  afcent  of 
it  is  extremely  diflicult  and  ragged.  It  is  furrounded 
by  a  deep  ditch,  cut  in  the  rock  -,  or  rather  they  have 
taken  the  ftones  from  it  as  from  a  quarry.  As  the 
draw-bridge  is  broken,  we  found  a  good  deal  of  diffi- 
culty in  paffmg  it.  This  cafcle  is  however  fo  ill  built, 
that  it  is  evident,  it  v/as  ereded  not  only  after  the  time 
of  Jufdnian,  to  v/hom  it  is  attributed  j  but  is  even 
unv/orthy  of  the  Mamalukes.  This  mountain  affords 
an  extenfive  view  to  the  fouth,  wkere  the  defart  re- 
fembles  a  fca^  and  to  the  weft  we  may  fee  the  top  of 
Libanus,  and  diftincUy  perceive  feveral  parts  of  ilnti- 
Libanus. 

The  barren  trad  in  which  the,  city  ftands,  might  be 
made  a  delightful  fpot,  by  means  of  two  rivers,  that 
are  entirely  neglected.  The  v>rater  of  both  is  hot  and 
mixed  v/ith  fuiphur  3  but  the  inhabitants  efteem  it 
whoiefome  and  agreeable.     The  moil  ccnfiderable  of 
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thefe  ilreams  rifes  to  the  v/cft,  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains, is  a  fine  grotto,  almoft  high  enough  in  the  mid- 
dle for  a  man  to  ftand  upright  in  it.  The  whole  bot- 
tom is  a  bafon  of  clear  water,  about  two  feet  deep ; 
and  the  heat  being  thus  concentered,  renders  it  an  ex- 
cellent bath,  for  which  purpofe  it  is  ufed  by  the  Arabs: 
from  it  runs  a  pretty  rapid  current,  above  three  feet 
broad  and  one  foot  deep.  This  water  is  for  fome 
fpace  confined  within  a  paved  channel  formerly  made 
for  it ;  but  afuCr  a  fhort  courl'e,  it  is  imbibed  by  the 
fand  to  the  eaft  of  the  ruins.  An  infcription  upon  an 
altar  near  it,  dedicated  to  Jupiter,  informs  us,  that  it 
was  called  Ephea,  and  that  the  care  of  it  was  intruded 
to  perfons  eiedted  to  that  office. 

The  other  fcream,  the  fource  of  which  v^e  could  not 
difcover,  contains  near  the  fame  quantity  of  water, 
and  after  running  for  fome  time  through  the  ruins,  in 
an  ancient  fubterranean  aquedud,  joins  the  firft,  and 
is  loft  with  it  in  the  fands.  The  Arabs  fpeak  of  a 
third  ftream  that  has  been  for  fome  time  loft  among 
the  ruins.  Some  have  been  much  embarrailed  to  ac- 
count for  the  lofs  of  a  river  mentioned  by  Ptolemy, 
and  therefore  attribute  it  to  an  earthquake :  however, 
with  refpe61:  to  thofe  of  Palmyra,  no  other  change 
feems  to  have  happened,  than  what  is  the  effedl:  of 
negligence  ;  but  if  thefe  currents  are  thought  too  in- 
confiderable  to  deferve  the  name  of  rivers,  that  honour 
ftiould  for  the  fame  reafon  be  refufed  to  the  Pa6lolus, 
the  Meles,  and  many  other  rivers  of  Greece,  that 
have  not  fo  much  water,  except  immediately  after 
rain. 

Befides  thefe  was  the  fubterranean  aquedu6t  before- 
mentioned,  which  brought  good  water  to  the  city, 
and  was  foiidly  built,  with  openings  at  proper  dif- 
tances,  to  keep  it  clean.  Procopius  obferves,  that 
Juftinian  conveyed  water  to  Palmyra,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  garrifon  he  left  there  :  but  we  imagine  that  for 
this  purpofe  he  repaired  the  aquedu6t,  which  appears 
to  have  been  much  more  ancient,  and  built  at  an  m\- 

VOL.  V.  T 
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menfe  expence.  Palmyra  in  its  profperity  certainly 
could  not  fail  to  procure  fuch  a  convenience,  and,  in- 
deed, in  more  than  one  part  of  this  aqueduft,  we  have 
obferved  infcriptions  in  Palmy rene  charaders,  which 
are  now  not  legible ;  but  we  have  found  none  in  any 
other  language. 

Three  or  four  miles  to  the  fouth-eafc  of  the  ruins  m 
the  defart,  is  the  Valley  of  Salt,  where  David  probably 
fmote  the  Syrians,  2  Sam.  viii.  13,  and  which  ftill 
fupplies  Damafcus  and  the  neighbouring  towns  with 
great  quantities  of  that  commodity,  the  earth  being, 
impregnated  v/ith  it  to  a  confiderable  depth.  They 
hollow  the  ground  upv/ards  of  a  foot  deep,  and  from 
the  rain  water,  which  lodges  in  thefe  cavities,  rifes  a 
fine  white  fair,  that  is  gathered  after  the  water  is  dried 
up,  or  ejihaled  by  the  fun. 

Thefe  noble  remains  of  Palmyra  are  too  ftriking 
and  magnificent  not  to  excite  our  curiofity  with  refpedl 
to  its  condition  in  ancient  times.  It  is  natural  to  en- 
quire, how  a  fpot  like  this,  divided  from  the  reft  of 
the  world  by  an  inhofpitable  defart,  came  to  be  cho- 
fen  for  its  fituation ;  who  v/as  its  founder,  and  from 
what  quarter  it  drew  the  riches  neceflary  to  its  fup- 
port  ?  But  it  is  remarkable  that  hiiflory  fcarcely  miakes 
any  mention  of  Balbec  and  Palmyra,  and  vv^e  have 
little  knov/ledge  of  them  but  what  is  fupplied  by 
infcriptions.  Is  not  even  this  filence  of  hiftory  in- 
ftrudive  ?  Does  it  not  inform  us,  that  there  are  pe- 
riods in  hiflory  that  are  entirelv  concealed  from  us  ? 

By  the  natural  and  ordinary  courfe,  the  memory  of 
cities  is  preferved  longer  than  their  ruins.  It  is  only 
from  hiflory  that  we  have  any  knowledge  of  Troy,  Ba- 
bylon, and  Memphis  :  there  does  not  at  prefent  remain 
a  fmgle  ftone  of  thefe  cities,  to  fhew  v/here  they  were 
fituated :  but  here  are  two  examples  of  confiderable 
cities  that  have  fubfifled  longer  than  any  other  known 
to  us ;  and  yet  it  is  rather  what  we  fee,  than  what  v/c 
read,  that  excites  our  curiofity  concerning  them  ;  and 
the  remains  of  Balbec  and  Palmyra  fliU  fubfift,  to  re- 
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late,  if  we  may  iifc  die  expreffion,  their  own  hifrory. 
Can  the  lofs  of  books  be  the  caufe,  or  did  the  ancients 
fet  iefs  value  on  thefe  edifices,  than  we  do  at  prefent  ? 
if  this  lad  be  the  c?Sc,  their  filence  with  refpe^t  to  Bai- 
hec  will  juftify  what  they  advance  about  Babylon  ;  and 
their  not  mentioning  Palmyra  be  a  kind  of  proof  of  the 
magnificence  of  Greece  andEgypt,  on  which  they  have 
bellowed  fuch  encomdums. 

All  tht  authorities  of  the  ancients  with  refped  to 
this  city,  may  be  reduced  to  thefe.  In  the  Arabic 
tranfiation  of  the  fecond  book  of  Chronicles,  chap.  viii. 
Palmyra  is  mentioned  as  fubfiiling  before  the  time  of 
Solomon  :  but  John  of  Antioch  fays,  that  it  was  built 
by  that  monarch  on  the  very  fpot  where  David  flew  the 
Philiiline  Chief,  in  honour  of  that  memorable  addon. 
But  the  Arabian  hiiliories  on  this  iubjeCt  appear  fo  ex- 
tremely fabulous  and  extravagant  as  to  be  unworthy  of 
notice. 

The  Old  Teilament  informs  us*,  that  Solomon  ere6l- 
ed  a  city  in  the  wildernefs,  and  called  it  Tedmor ;  and 
we  are  told  by  Jofephus,  that  the  Greeks  and  Romans 
;iftervv^ards  gave  it  the  name  of  Palmyra,  but  that  its 
lirtl  name  was  retained  by  the  Syrians ;  and  this  is  con- 
firmed by  St.  Jerom,  who  fays  that  Tedmor  and  Pal- 
myra are  the  Syrian  and  Greek  names  of  the  fame 
place  :  even  at  prefent  the  Arabs  of  the  country  ftill 
call  it  Tedmor.  They  pretend  that  thefe  ruins  were 
the  w^ork  of  Solomon,  and  among  other  things  flievv^ 
the  feraglio  of  that  King,  his  haram,  and  the  tomb  of 
one  of  his  favourite  concubines.  '^  Solomon,  the  foil 
'^  of  David,  fay  they,  performed  thefe  wonders,  by  the 
'^  afilfiance  of  fpirits." 

But  the  ftrucStures  erected  by  Solom.on  were  doubt- 
las  entirely  demolifhed  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  who,  v^e 
are  aiibred  by  John  of  Antioch,  deilroyed  that  city  be- 
fore he  befitged  Jerulaiem.  It  cannot  be  reafonably 
iu])pokd,   that  ediiiccs  in  the  elegant  iiyle  of  thofe  of 

*  1  Kinn"3  ix.  and   2  Chrcn.  viii, 
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Palmyra,  were  prior  to  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Greeks 
in  Syria  i  and  taking  this  for  granted,  we  fhall  not  be 
furprifed  that  Xenophon  takes  no  notice  of  this  city  in 
his  retreat  of  Cyrus  the  younger,  though  he  is  very  ex- 
ad  in  defcribing  the  defart :  nor  fhali  we  wonder  at  its 
not  being  mentioned  in  the  hiflory  of  Alexander  the 
Great  -,  who  might  have  reaped  great  advantages  from 
the  fituation  of  that  city,  when  he  crofied  this  defart. 
No  mention  is  made  of  it  even  v/hen  Pompey  reduced 
Syria  to   a  Roman  province  ^  though  at  that  time  a 
taile  for  the  polite  arts  began  to  prevail,  and  architec- 
ture, painting,  and  fculpture,  v/ere  efteemed  not  un- 
worthy the  attention  of  a  Roman  General.    One  would 
have   imagined  that  Palmyra  v/ould  not  have  efcaped 
the  avidity  and  avarice  of  the  Romans  ^  and  yet  we  do 
not  find  that  their  hifiory  miakes  any  mention  of  that 
city  before  the  time  of  Mark  Antony,  who  would  have 
plundered  it,  had  not  the  inhabitants  fecured  themfelves 
by  tranfporting  their  moil  valuable  elfeds  beyond  the 
Euphrates,  and  defended  the  pafTage  of  that  river  by 
their  archers.    At  that  time  the  inhabitants  of  Palmyra 
were  m.erchants,  and  fold  to  the  Romans  the  merchan- 
dizes of  India  and  Arabia.     We   may  conclude  that 
they  were  a  rich  and  free  people  -,  but  how  long  they 
had  ei-ijoyed   thefe  advantages   is   uncertain.       Their 
riches  and  trade  were  probably  of  fome  landing  j  for 
it  appears  from  infcriptions,  that  in  lefs  than  forty  years 
after,  their  expences  and  tlicir  luxuries  v/ere  excefTive. 
At  length  when  the  affairs  of  the  Romans  in  the  Eaft 
were  in  a  deplorable  fituation,  Odenathus  of  Palmyra 
took  fuch  advantage  of  the  fituation  of  his  country  be- 
tween the  two  great  rival  empires  of  Rome  and  Perfia, 
that  he  rendered  himfelf  mafler  of  the  balance  of  power, 
and  declared  for  the  one  or  the  other,  according  as  the 
face  of  affairs  changed,  and  his  intereft  required.     He 
entered  into  an  alliance  v;ith  the  Emperor  Gallienus, 
collecled  the  poor  remains  of  the  Roman  army,  and  by 
liis  valour,  adivity,  and  remarkable  patience  inendur- 
i::£r  fatiRue,  vanquifned  S?por  kinp-  of  Perfia  in  fever^l 
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engagements^,  advancing  with  his  victorious  troops  as 
far  as  Ctefiphon^  the  capital  of  his   empire.     On  his 
return  from  this  expedition,  with  the  greateft  applaufe, 
and  with  confiderable  treafures,  GaMienus  declared  him 
Auguftus,  and  his  aiTociate   in  the  government  of  the 
empire.     Odenathus  afterwards  defeated  Balifta,  who 
afpired  to  the  empire/  and  at  length  drove  out  the 
Goths,  who  had  committed  the  greateft  ravages.    This 
was  his  laft  exploit,  and  it  is  thought  that  in  this  expe- 
dition he  was  treacheroufly  murdered  by  his  kinfman 
M^onius  :  his  fon  He  rode  s  foon  after  fuffered  the  fame 
fate.      Msonius  was   then  faluted  emperor,  but  in  a 
Ihort  time  after  was  cut  to  pieces  by  his  own  foldiers.   ' 
Odenathus  left  behind  him  his  wife  Queen  Zenobia, 
and  two  fons  he  had  by  her ;  ihe  boafted  her  being  def- 
cended  from  Ptolemy,  and  reckoned  Cleopatra  among 
her  anceftors,     Zenobia  had  m.any  o:reat  and  amiable 
qualities  j ,  after  the  death  of  Odenathus,  Ihe  affumied 
the  reins  of  government  in  the  name  of  her  children, 
and   renouncing  the  alliance  of  Rome,  attacked  and 
entirely  defeated  Heraclianus,    the    Roman   General. 
This  victory  left  her  in  poffeffion  of  Syria  and  Mefo- 
potamia.     She  then,  by  means  of  Zabdas,  one  of  her 
generals,    conquered  Egypt,   and  afterwards  added  to 
her  dominions,  the  greateft  part  of  Afia  Minor.     How 
ftrange,  how  unaccountable  are  the  viciffitudes  of  for- 
tune !  A  fmall  territory  in  the  midft  of  a  defart,  ex- 
tends its  conquefts  over  many  rich  countries  !   The 
powerful  kingdoms  of  the  Ptolemies,  and  the  Seleu- 
cids,  form  a  part  of  the  dominions  of  a  fmgle  city, 
whofe  name  is  fought  for  in  vain  in  their  hiftory  ;  and 
Zenobia,  furrounded  by  the  barren  fands  of  Palmyra, 
includes  Egypt  v/ithin  her  dominions  to  the  fouth,  and 
extends  them  to  the  north  as  far  as  the  Black  Sea  and 
the  Bofphorus.     But  the  reign   of  this  empire  was  of 
very  ihort  continuance  -,  the  Emperor  Aurelian,  a  few 
years  after  recovered  the  eaftern  provinces,  and  forced 
Zenobia  to  ilielter  herfelf  widiin  the  walls  of  Palmyra. 
He  laid  fiege  to  that  city,  the  queen  rejedled  all  nego- 
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ciations  with  contempt ;  but  after  a  brave  defence,  (ht 
refolded  in  perfon  to  folicit  the  afliflance  of  the  Per- 
fians  :  fhe  fet  out  on  a  dromedary  i  but  vv^as  taken  pri- 
ibner  as  fhe  was  about  to  crofs  the  Euphrates,  by  a 
party  of  horfe  fent  after  her  by  Aurelian.  The  inha- 
bitants of  Palmyra  now  furrendered  to  the  emperor's 
mercy ;  on  whieli  he  fpared  their  lives,  and  marched 
to  Emiifa  with  Zenobia,  carrying  with  him  a  great 
part  of  the  riches  of  the  city,  and  leaving  there  a  gar- 
rifon  of  600  archers. 

At  Emiffa  the  emperor  enquired  into  Zenobia's 
motives  for  refilling  him  with  fuch  refolution,  and 
upon  this  occafion  liieiLained  her  glory,  by  purchanng 
a  diilionourable  life,  at  the  expence  of  her  friends, 
v/hom  fne  meanly  betrayed :  fnt  mentioned  thofe  who 
had  been  her  advifers  j  on  which  Aurelian  had  the  cru- 
elty and  injuflice  to  facrifice  them  to  his  refentment. 
v/hile  ilie  v/as  referved  to  adorn  his  triumph.  Among 
thofe  who  fuffered  Vv^as  Longinus,  v/ho  wrote  upon 
the  Sublime,  and  had  dictated  a  haughty  letter 
his  miflrefs  had  wrote  the  Emperor ;  but  the  intrepid 
courage  with  which  he  fubmitted  to  his  fate,  fliews 
tfet  his  bravery  was  equal  to  his  learning. 

The  misfortunes  of  Palmyra  were  not  yet  ended  : 
v/hen  a  free  people  are  from  the  height  of  glory,  fud- 
denly  reduced  to  fiavery,  they  generally  take  fome  def- 
perate  meafures  for  their  deliverance.  The  Palmiy- 
renes  cut  off  the  Roman  garrifon,  and  Aurelian  hear- 
ing- this  news  as  he  was  returning  to  RomiC,  fpeedily 
returned  back,  and  taking  the  city,  deftroyed  it,  cauf- 
iDtT  almofc  all  the  inhabitants  to  be  maffacred,  without 
reo-ard  to  ap-e  or  fex.  We  are  informed  ox  the  parti- 
,culars  of  this  cruelty  by  the  emperor  himielf,  who,  m 
■the  letter  he  v/rote  to  BaiTus,  to  order  him  to  repair  the 
temple  of  the  fun,  which  had  been  much  damaged  by 
the  foldiers,  appropriates  to  that  ufe  300  pounds  weight 
of  gold  found  in  Zenobia's  coffers,  with  i8co  pounds 
weio-ht  of  filver,  which  belonged  to  the  people,  befides 
the  crown  jev/cls. 
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Palmyra  having  thus  loft  her  liberty,  continued  fub- 
je6l  CO  a  Roman  governor  5  and  from  the  only  Latin 
infcription  nov\^  found  there,  we  are  informed  that  Hie- 
rocks  was  for  the  fifth  time  prefident  of  the  province, 
when  Dioclefian  ereded  fome  magnificent  buildings 
there.  In  the  year  of  Chrift400,  the  firll  lUyrian  legion 
was  quartered  at  Palmyra  i  butProcopius  gives  us  reafoa 
to  think,  that  the  city  was  fo  little  regarded,  as  to  be 
fome  times  without  a  Roman  garrifon  :  for  he  fays  that 
Juilinian  repaired  and  fupplied  it  with  water,  after  its 
having  been  for  fome  time  almofl  deferted.  This  is 
the  lail  time  that  Palmyra  is  mentioned  in  the  Roman 
hiftory.  The  civil  revolutions  of  this  city  afford  a 
proof  that  Chriftianity  could  not  be  long  eflabliihcd 
there,  fo  that  it  is  not  furprifmg  that  ecclefiafcical  hif- 
tory furniflies  nothing  v/orth  the  pains  of  repeating^ 
and  there  is  no  means  of  knowing  what  has  happened  to 
it,  fince  the  deftrudion  of  the  eaftern  empire  by  the 
Mahometans. 

Among  the  fcveral  infcriptions  found  there,  none 
are  more  ancient  than  the  birth  of  Chrifl,  and  none  fa 
late  as  the  deftrudion  of  the  city  by  Aureiian,  except 
the  Latin  infcription  which  makes  mention  of  Diocle- 
fian. The  ^ra  of  thele  infcriptions  is  that  of  the  Se- 
leucid^.  Some  of  them  are  found  in  the  Palmyrene> 
and  others  in  Greek  chara6lers.  Two  of  the  maufo- 
leums,  which  arc  almofl  entire,  have  on  their  fronts  in- 
fcriptions that  are  very  legible  5  one  of  them  informs  us 
that  Jamblicus,  the  fon  of  Mocimus,  caufed  that  mo- 
nument to  be  built,  to  ferve  as  a  fepulchre  for  him  and 
his  family,  in  the  year  314,  which  anfwers  to  the  third 
year  of  the  Chriflian  s^ra^  and  the  other,  that  Elabe- 
lus  Manaius  caufed  it  to  be  eredted  in  the  year  414,  the 
103d  year  of  the  Chriilian  sra.  The  ornaments  of 
thefe  two  maufoleums  are  much  in  the  fame  tafte  -y  but 
the  lad  is  the  moil  elegant,  and  finiihed  with  the  grcateit 
care :  though  both  are  fo  much  in  the  taile  and  the 
manner  of  the  other  public  edifices  in  general,  that  we 
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may  reafonably  fiippofe   them  not  to  be  the  works  of 
very  different  ages. 

Before  we  had  completed  our  buSnefs  at  Palm.yra, 
our  Arabian  efcort  began  to  grow  impatient,  and  to 
folicit  our  departure  -,  alleging  that  our  fafety  in  return- 
ing was  much  m^ore  precarious  than  in  our  journey 
thither,  as  they  had  then  only  accidental  dangers  to 
apprehend,  while  they  were  now  to  provide  againft  a 
premeditated  furprife  from  the  king  of  the  Bedouins, 
or  wandering  Arabs,  who,  on  his  having  intelligence 
of  us,  might  think  us  a  prize  worth  looking  after.  We 
had  likewife  our  ov/n  reafons  for  more  th^n  ordinary 
folicitude  -,  for  we  v/ere  much  m.ore  anxious  about  pre- 
ferving  the  treafure  we  brought  from  Palmyra,  than 
that  which  we  carried  thither.  By  their  advice  we  con- 
cealed both  our  intended  road  back,  and  the  time  we 
intended  to  fet  out,  and  on  the  27th  of  March  left 
Palmyra  -,  where  its  few  miferable  inhabitants  exprelTed 
the  utmofl  ailonifhment,  at  a  vifit,  the  reafon  of  which 
they  could  not  comprehend. 

We  returned  as  far  as  Sudud,  by  the  fame  tirefome 
road  through  the  defart,  which  we  have  already  de- 
fcribed,  in  our  journey  to  Palmyra.  But  before  we 
arrived  at  Carieteen,  we  difcovered  at  a  diftance  a 
party  of  Arabian  horfemen,  to  v/hich,  had  they  been 
fuperior  in  number,  we  mafc  have  fallen  an  eafy  prey, 
in  the  lansiuid  flate  to  which  both  cur  men  and  horles 
were  reduced,  after  a  march  of  about  twenty  hours  ever 
the  burning  fands  ;  but  on  our  near  approach  they  re- 
tired with  precipitation,  abandoning  feme  cattle,  which 
were  feized  by  our  friends,  as  a  matter  of  courfe,  laugh- 
ing at  our  remonftrances  againft  their  injuftice. 

Beino;  arrived  at  Sudud,  v/e  left  our  former  road  on 

•         '  T  n  •■•1 

the  right  hand,  and  in  five  hours  more,  proceedmg  Kill 
through  the  fame  defart,  reached  Cara,  where  we  took 
leave  of  the  greateft  part  of  our  caravan.     The  manu-- 
fcripts  and  marbles  wx  had  colledled,  we  fenton  camels 
to  our  fhip  at  Tripoly;  the  merchants  w^ho  had  joined 
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US  for  prote6lion,  returned  to  Damafcus  with  the  fait 
they  went  to  gather  at  Palmyra  -,  and  our  Arabian 
Jiorfemen,  who  were  now  no  longer  ofufe,  having  de- 
manded a  certificate  of  their  fidelity  and  vigilance, 
which  th^y  juftly  deferved,  returned  to  their  mailer, 
the  Aga  of  Hafiia. 

We  had  paiTed  through  Cara  before  in  going  from 
Damafcus  to  Haffia  j  from  the  lafh  it  is  about  lix  hours 
diflant,  and  is  under  the  o-overnment  of  the  fame  A^a. 
This  village  is  pleafantly  fituated  in  the  great  caravan 
road  from  Damafcus  to  Aleppo,  and,  we  were  inform- 
ed, contains  near  a  thoufand  fouls,  amongft  whom  are 
about  tv/enty  Chriftian  families.  There  is  one  ruined 
church  to  be  fee n  there,  and  another  converted,  into  a 
mofque  :  upon  the  wall  of  the  latter  is  a  line  of  Greek 
capitals  in  a  bad  chara6ler,  turned  upfide  down,  in 
which  we  could  read  the  words  Athanafios  Epifcopos. 
The  common  mud  formed  into  the  iliape  of  bricks  and 
dried  in  the  fun,  of  which  the  houfes  are  built,  has  at 
fome  diltance  the  appearance  of  white  flone.  The 
fliort  duration  of  fuch  materials  is  not  the  only  objec- 
tion to  them,  for  they  render  the  ilreets  dufby  when 
there  is  wind,  and  dirty  when  there  is  rain  :  inconve- 
niences that  are  alfo  felt  at  Damafcus  itfelf,  which  is 
mollly  built  in  the  fame  manner. 

After  fuffering  almoft  a  month's  conftant  fatigue  in 
the  defart,  particularly  at  Palmyra,  v/here  every  hour 
was  precious,  ^ve  here  indulged  ourfelves  with  a  day 
of  reft,  and  by  this  fhort  interval  of  fecurity  and  re- 
pofe,  prepared  ourfelves  for  new  fatigues. 

We  then  kt  out,  and  arrived  at  Erfale  in  {tvtn. 
"hours,  proceeding  the  greatef:  part  of  the  v/ay  acrofs 
the  barren  ridge  of  hills  called  Anti-Libanus.  This 
village,  which  confifls  of  thirty  poor  houfes,  was  the 
only  one  we  paffed  through  in  our  way  from  Cara  to 
Balbec.  We  found  nothing  there  w^orth  notice,  except 
a  melancholy  inilance  of  the  unhappy  government  of 
thele  countries :  the  houfes  were  all  open,  every  thing 
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carried  off,  and  not  a  living  creature  to  be  feen.  We 
were  informed  that  the  Governor  of  Balbec's  brother 
was  then  in  open  rebellion^  ravaging  the  country  with 
a  party  of  his  defperate  followers ;  and  it  feems  that 
when  we  paiTed  through  Erfale,  he  was  encamped  in 
its  neighbourhood,  on  which  the  inhabitants  chofe  to 
abandon  their  dwellings,  rather  than  expofe  themfelves 
to  fuch  unmerciful  contributions  as  he  had  raifed  in- 
other  places. 

Impatient  to  leave  a  place  of  fuch  danger,  we  fet  out 
early  the  next  morning,  and  in  five  hours  and  a  half 
arrived  at  Baibec,  This  city,  which  was  formerly  un- 
der the  government  of  Damafcus,  and  fome  years  fmcc 
the  refidence  of  aBafTa,  is  at  prefent  commanded  by  a 
perfon  of  no  higher  rank  than  that  of  Aga,  who  pre- 
fering  the  more  honourable  title  of  Emir,  which  he  had 
by  his  birth,  to  that  of  this  ftation,  was  called  Emir 
Haffein  ;  for  the  Arabs  have  hereditary  nobility  and  fa- 
mily connexions,  contrary  to  the  policy  of  the  Porte,: 
which  is  defirous  of  fupprefling  all  influence  that 
the  Grand  Signior  cannot  give  and  take  away  at  plea- 
fure. 

This  governor  annually  paid  the  Grand  Signior  fifty 
purfes  for  the  taxes  of  the  diflrid,  under  his  command  ; 
he  alfo  paid  fifty  purfes  yearly  for  lands,  granted  as  re- 
wards for  military  fervice,  and  farmed  by  him.  Thofc 
lands,  we  were  told,  were  much  more  profitable  to  him, 
than  to  the  perfons  v^  hofe  benefit  the  grant  was  origi- 
nally intended,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  and  danger 
of  any  man's  pretending  to  the  fame  farm  againft  fo 
powerful  a  competitor.  He  ought  alfo  to  have  paid 
fomethiuR  to  the  Baila  of  Damafcus,  for  lands  he  held 
under  him  ^  but  he  had  for  Ibme  time  evaded  it,  bemg 
fkreened  by  the  Kiflar  Aga,  or  the  Black  Eunuch,  who 
has  the  care  of  the  Grand  Signior's  women,  to  whom 
he  was  faid  to  be  under  private  contribution.  * 

We  took  our  lodgings  of  a  Greek  to  whom  we  were 
recommended,  and  then  waited  on  the  Emir,  whom* 
we   found  in   a  chiofque  in  his  garden,  reclined  on  a 
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fopha  near  a  fountain,  and  indolently  .enjoying  his  pipe. 
On  our  prefenting  him  with  our  firman  from  the  Grand 
Signior,  and  a  letter  from  the  Baifa  of  Tripoly,  we 
were  moft  courteoufly  received.  A  pipe,  coffee,  fv/eet- 
meats  and  perfume,  were,  according  to  cuftom,  fuc- 
cefTively  prefented.  He  applied  die  firman  refpe6b~ 
fully  to  his  forehead,  then  kified  it,  and  declared  him- 
feif  the  Sultan's  flaves's  flave :  told  us  that  the  land  he 
-commanded,  and  all  in  it  was  ours  -,  that  we  were  his 
welcome  gueft  as  long  as  we  would  fcay,  and  under 
his  friendly  prote6licn  might  fecurely  purfue  our  buii- 
nefs. 

In  no  inilance  do  the  oriental  manners  fhew  thefe 
people  in  fo  amiable  a  light,  as  in  their  difcharge  of  the 
duties  of  hofpitality :  the  feverities  of  eaftern  d^ti^- 
potifm  have  indeed  been  always  foftened  by  this  virtue, 
which  fo  happily  flourifhes  miod,  where  it  is  mod  want- 
ed. The  great  forget  the  infolence  of  power  to  the 
ftranger  under  their  roof,  and  only  preferve  a  dignity 
fo  tempered  by  humanity,  that  it  folely  comm.ands  that 
grateful  refpe6t,  which  is  otherwife  fcarce  known  in  a 
country  where  inferiors  are  oftner  taught  to  fear  than  to 
love. 

Notwithilanding  the  Emdr's  obliging  profefTions,  we 
had  been  advifed  to  diftruft  him  j  for  he  had  an  infa- 
mous chara6ler,  and  V\'e  had  foon  reafon  to  fee  the 
juflice  of  this  friendly  caution.  Though,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  country,  we  had  fent  our  prefents, 
yet  new  demands  v/ere  daily  made,  which  we  for  fome 
time  thought  it  advifeable  to  fatisfy  ;  but  they  were  fo 
frequently,  and  at  length  fo  infolently  repeated,  that 
we  were  obliged  to  give  a  peremptory  refufal. 

Avarice  is  as  much  an  eaftern  vice,  as  hofpitality  an 
eaftern  virtue.  The  moft  fordid  inftances  of  the  for- 
mer we  found  among  the  great,  and  thofe  in  pub- 
lic employm.ents,  while  we  experienced  extraordinary 
inftances  of  generoftty  in  private  life.  We  would 
therefore  be  cautious  of  charrcincr  to  the  characlier  of  a 
people,  what  the  government  fccms  to  require.      For 
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amidft  the  uninterrupted  feries  of  fhamelefs  venality, 
which  regulates  the  difcharge  of  every  public  duty, 
from  the  Prime  Vizier  downwards,  and  which,  in  the 
true  fpirit  of  defpotifm,  flops  only  at  the  wretch 
who  is  too  low  to  make  reprifals,  every  fubalterrl  in 
power  muft  fubmit  to  that  portion  of  the  common 
proilitution  which  belongs  to  his  rank,  and  v/hich 
therefore  feems  rather  the  vice  of  the  office  than  of  the 
mjan. 

The  frequent  negociations  produced  by  this  quarrel, 
in  which  the  Emir  in  vain  exerted  all  his  art  and  vil- 
lainy, ended  in  his  openly  declaring,  that  we  fhould 
be  attacked  and  cut  to  pieces  in  our  way  from  Balbec; 
but  on  his  hearing  that  thefe  menaces  had  not  the 
effe6t  he  expeded,  and  that  we  were  preparing  to  fet 
out  with  about  twenty  armed  fervants,  he  civily  fent 
to  defire  that  we  might  interchange  prefents  and  part 
friends,  requeiiing  that  we  would  allow  his  people  to 
guard  us  as  far  as  mount  Libanus.  To  thisw^e  agreed. 
Soon  after  he  was  affaffinated  by  an  emiffary  of  his  re- 
bellious brother,  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  govern- 
ment. 

Thus  far  wc  have  followed  our  ingenious  author. 
Of  the  ruins  of  Balbec,  Vv^e  have  already  given  a  de- 
fcription  in  Vol.  IV.  and  fhali  only  add  here,  as  a 
fupplemxcnt  to  all  that  has  been  faid  of  the  temples  of 
Egypt,  Balbec,  and  Palmyra,  feme  curious  remarks 
from  the  fame  m.ailerly  pen,  on  the  nature  of  the  ido- 
latory  which  prevailed  in  the  two  lafl  mentioned  cities, 
as  arifmg  from  the  fituation  of  the  country,  the  afpe6l 
of  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  inhabitants  have  always  Jived. 

It  is  certain  that  the  itru6lure  of  the  temples  of  Pal- 
myra and  Balbec  differs  in  in  fome  particulars  from 
that  of  all  otjiers  we  have  feen,  and  we  imagined  we 
could  difcover  in  many  of  the  deviations  from  the  true 
objecl  of  v/orfhip,  fomething  in  the  climate,  foil,  or 
fkuation  of  each  country,  which  had  a  conficlerable  in- 
fluence in  eilabiifhing  its  particular  mode  of  fuperfli- 
ticn. 
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If  this  obfervation  be  applied  to  the  country  and  re- 
ligion of  Syria,  and  we  examine  the  woriliip  of  the 
fun,  moon  and  fears,  called  in  Scripture  BaaJ,  Aftaroth, 
and  the  Hofl  of  Heaven,  we  fhali  perhaps  not  only  fee- 
how  that  early  fuperitition,  which  mifled  the  inhabi- 
tants of  a  level  country,  was  naturally  produced;  but 
we  may  obferve  fomething  of  its  origin  and  progrefs 
refulting  from  a  connection  between  thofe  obje6ts  of 
worlhip  confidered  phyficaHy,  and  their  characters  as 
divinities.  Thus  the  magniiicence  with  w^hich  the  fun 
was  worfhiped  in  Syria  and  Chaldea,  the  name  of 
Baal,  which  in  the  eaiiern  lano-uaoe  fi2;nifies  Lord,  and 
the  human  victims  facrificed  to  his  honour,  {c-t:m  to 
point  out  an  awful  reverence  paid  rather  to  his 
power  than  his  benignity,  in  a  couniry  where  the  vio- 
lence of  his  heat  is  not  only  in  many  refpeCcs  trouble- 
fome  to  the  inhabitants,  but  deilruCtive  to  vegetation. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  deification  of  the  inferior  Gods 
of  the  firmament  i'eems  to  have  taken  its  rife  from  dif- 
ferent principles,  in  which  love  appears  to  have  been 
more  predominant  than  fear. 

The  extenfive  plains  and  unclouded  iky  not  only  point 
this  out ;  but  it  appears  that  the  inhabitants  way  of 
life,  which  is  as  uniform  as  their  foil  or  their  climate, 
has  contributed  to  direCt  their  attention  to  thefe  heaven- 
ly bodies.  It  was  always  a  cufcom  with  them  to  pafs 
the  lummer  nights  on  the  tops  of  their  houfes,  which 
for  this  purpofe  were  made  flat,  and  divided  from,  each 
other  by  walls.  This  w^ay  of  fleeping  we  found  ex- 
tremely  agreeable,  as  w^e  by  that  means  enjoyed  the 
cool  air  above  the  reach  of  gnats  and  vapours,  with  no 
other  covering  but  the  canopy  of  heaven,  which  in 
different  pleafmg  formxS  unavoidably  prefents  itfelf>  up- 
on every  interruption  of  reft,  when  the  mind  is  flrongly 
difpofed  to  contemplation  by  folitude  and  filence. 

We  could  no  where  difcover  more  beauties  in  the 
face  of  the  heavenss  nor  fewer  on  the  earth,  than  in 
our  travels  in  the  nio^ht  through  the  defarts  of  Arabia, 
where  it  is  impofiible  to  avoid  being^  ilruck  with  the 
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contrail,  in  which  a  boundlefs  dreary  waflie,  without 
mountain  or  valley,  tree  or  water,  or  the  lead  variety 
of  colours,  oExrs  a  tedious  famenefs  to  the  weary  tra- 
veller, while  he  is  agreeably  relieved  by  beholding  that 
chearful  moving  pi6lure  v/hich  meafures  his  time,  di- 
redls  his  courfe,  and  lights  his  way.  The  warm  fancy 
of  the  Arab  foon  felt  the  tranfition  from  wild  admira- 
tion to  fuperltitious  refpedl,  and  the  pafTions  were  en- 
gaged before  the  judgment  was  confulted.  Hence  the 
Jews  frequently  caught  the  bewitching  enthufiafm  ; 
and  an  ancient  pious  native  of  the  country  feems  to 
acknov/ledo-e  the  danger  of  contemulatinp- fuch  beau- 
ties,  while  he  difov/ns  his  having  yielded  to  the  tempt- 
ation :  *  If  I  beheld  the  fun  when  he  Ihined,  or  the 
moon  walking  in  her  brightnefs,  and  m.y  heart  hath 
been  fecretly  enticed,  or  my  mouth  hath  kiffed  my 
hand,  this  were  an  iniquity,  &c. 

Even  Egypt  had  fome  objed:s  of  divine  worfhip  fo 
peculiarly  the  growth  of  that  country,  that  they  could 
never  be  tranfplanted.  As  faperftition  travelled  from 
thence  northward^  fhe  changed  her  garb,  and  from  the 
pi6lurefque  mixture  of  the  hills,  vales,  groves  and 
water  in  Greece,  arofe  the  Grades,  Dryades,  and 
Naiades,  v/ith  all  the  varieties  of  that  fanciful  miytho- 
logy,  which  none  but  fuch  a  poet  as  Homer,  in  fuch  a 
country  as  Greece,  could  have  conne6^ted  into  that  form 
which  has  ever  fmce  been  adopted  by  the  poets. 

*    Job  xxxi.  26. 
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COiitaining  a  defcription  of  that  city,  with  the  manners  andcafcoms 
of  the  inhabitants ;  alfo  of  the  vegetables,  beails,  birds,  reptiies, 
5cc.  of  the  adjacent  country. 


JilALEB,  or,  as  it  is  called  by  tht  Englifh, 
Aleppo,  is,  according  to  the  obfervations  of  an  eminent 
French  mathematician,  in  2^^  12.  north  latitude,  and 
is  faid  to  be  in  370  40.  eaft  longitude  from  the  meridian 
of  London.  This  city,  the  prefent  metropolis  of 
Syria,  is  fituated  about  fixty  miles  from  the  iea,  and 
with  refpeft  to  its  buildings,  is  inferior  to  none  in  the 
Turkifn  empire. 

Aleppo,  V7ith  its  fuburbs,  is  built  on  eight  fmall 
hills,  none  of  them  of  a  coniiderable  height,  except 
one  in  the  middle,  on  which  the  caitle  is  erecled.  This 
is  of  a  conic  form,  and  appears  to  have  been  in  part 
raifed  with  earth  throv/n  up  in  forming  a  broad  deep 
ditch  with  which  it  is  furrounded.  Tlie  city  is  encom- 
palTed  by  a  wall  now  much  decayed,  and  a  broad  ditch> 
in  moil:  places  converted  into  gardens.  It  is  three  miles 
round ,  but,  including  the  fuburbs,  the  whole  is  about 
feven  miles  in  circum.ferei^ce. 
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The  houfes  are  built  of  ftone,  and  like  thofe  of  Cairo^ 
furround  a  fqiiare  court.  They  confift  of  a  ground 
fioor^  which  is  generally  arched,  and  an  upper  ftory, 
with  a  flat  roof,  either  covered  with  a  terrace  of  hard 
plafter,  or  with  flone.  Their  ceilings  are  of  wood 
painted  and  fometimes  gilt,  as  are  alfo  the  pannels  of 
fome  of  their  rooms,  their  window-fnutcers  and  cup- 
board-doors, which  have  a  handfome  appearance.  On 
the  infide  of  thofe  of  the  Turks,  are  infcribed  over 
the  doors  and  windows  fentences  out  of  the  Koran,  or 
verfes,  either  of  their  own  compofing,  or  of  their  moil 
celebrated  poets  :  while  the  infcriptions  in  the  houfes 
of  the  Chriftians  are  generally  borrowed  from  the  facred 
Scriptures. 

The  court,  which  is  always  neatly  paved,  has  moflly 
a  jet  d'eau  in  the  centre  ;  and  on  one  fide  of  it,  at  leaft, 
is  a  fmall  fpot  left  unpaved  for  a  kind  of  garden,  which 
is  frequently  no  more  than  a  yard  or  two  fquai-e,  but 
it  is  encompaifed  with  a  few  flower-pots.  Moft  of  the 
houfes  belonging  to  perfons  of  fortune,  have  within 
this  court  an  arched  alcove,  oppofite  to  the  fountain,  and 
between  them  the  pavement  is  generally  laid  out  in  mo- 
faic  w^ork,  with  marble  of  various  colours  ;  as  is  alfo  the 
floor  of  a  large  hall,  which  has  a  cupola  roof,  and  ge- 
nerally a  fountain  in  the  middle.  Above  ilairs  is  a  colo- 
nade,  if  not  round  the  vvhole  court,  at  lead  fronting 
th^  weft.  Beyond  this  court  is  another,  in  which  are 
the  womens  apartments,  built  much  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  others  -,  and  a  few  of  them  have  tolerable 
gardens. 

In  Aleppo  are  a  confiderable  number  ofmofqucs,  a 
few  of  which  are  magnificent  fcrudures.  Each  of  them 
has  a  fquare  area  in  the  front,  in  the  middle  of  which  is 
a  fountain  for  the  appointed  ablutions,  and  behind  fome 
of  the  larger  mofques  is  a  fmali  garden. 

There  are  alfo  many  large  kanes,  or,  as  they  are  ge- 
nerally called  by  travellers,  caravanferas.  Each  con- 
fifis  of  a  fpacious  fquare  court,  on  all  fides  of  which 
are  eredled,  on  the  ground  floor,  a  mimber  of  rooms. 
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that  are  occafionally  ufed  for  fiables,  chambers,  or  ware- 
houfcs.  Above  flairs  is  a  colonade  on  each  of  the  four 
fides,  to  ¥7hich  open  feveral  fmall  rooms,  wherein  the 
merchants,  as  well  natives  as  flrangers,  tranfa6b  mofl 
of  their  bufinefs. 

The  flreets  are  generally  narrow  j  and  as  the  houfes 
have  no  windows  ihat  look  into  them,  except  a  few  in 
tht  upper  rooms,  nothing  is  to  be  feen  but  dead  walls, 
which  give  them  a  difagreeable  appearance  :  they  are 
well  paved,  however,  and  kept  remarkably  clean. 

The  bazars,  or  market-places,  are  here  long,  nar- 
row, covered  flreets,  with  fmall  fliops  on  each  fide, 
jufl  fufBcient  to  hold  the  tradefman,  and  perhaps  one 
or  two  more,  with  all  his  commodities  about  him,  the 
buyer  being  obliged  t^*  ftand  without.  A  particular 
bazar  is  allotted  for  each  branch  of  bufinefs.  Both 
thefe  and  the  flreets  are  locked  up  an  hour  and  a  half 
after  fun-fet,  and  many  of  them  earlier;  but  though 
their  doors  are  moflly  cafed  with  iron,  their  locks  are 
of  wood. 

For  common  buildings  the  natives  make  ule  of  sk 
white  gritty  Hone,  that  is  every  where  in  plenty  about 
the  city :  it  is  eafily  cut,  but  grows  hard  by  being  ex- 
pofed  to  the  air.  But  in  the  gates,  pillars,  and  pave- 
ment of  their  befl  buildings,  they  employ  a  yellow 
marble,  capable  of  a  tolerable  polifh.  This  is  alfa  the 
produce  of  the  country,  and  is  often  intermixed,  by 
way  of  ornament,  with  red,  white,  and  coarfe  black 
marble,  brought  from  other  places :  but  when  they  are 
in  want  of  red,  they  give  their  own  yellow  marble  that 
colour,  by  rubbing  it  over  with  oil,  and  then  putting 
it  into  a  moderately  hot  oven,  in  which  it  continues 
for  feveral  hours. 

Several  fprings,  at  about  five  miles  dillance,  fup- 
ply  the  city  with  good  v/ater,  by  means  of  an  aquedudl, 
which  is  faid  to  have  been  built  by  the  emprefs  Hele- 
na. This  water  is  fufHcicnt  for  the  neceiTary  purpofes 
of  drinking  and  cookery.     Almoil  every  houfe  has  al- 
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io  a  well ;  but  that  water  being  brackiilij  is  only  c  m- 
ployed  for  wafhing  their  court-yards,  and  fupplying 
their  refervoirs  for  their  fountains.  The  river  Coic, 
the  ancient  Singas,  which  is  only  about  fix  or  eight 
yards  wide,  pailes  by  the  weilern  part  of  the  city,  with- 
in a  few  yards  of  the  walls,  and  barely  ferves  to 
water  a  narrow  flip  of  gardens  on  its  banks,  that  ex- 
tend from  about  five  miles  north,  to  about  three  miles 
fouth  of  the  town.  Bendes  thefe  gardens,  there  are  a 
few  more  near  Bab  Allah,  a  village  about  two  miles  to- 
the  north-v/eft,  which  are  fupplied  by  the  aqueduft. 
The  riling  gro/jnds  above  the  gardens,  to  which  the 
water  cannot  be  conveyed,  are  in  fome  places  laid  out 
in  vineyards,  interfperfed  with  olive,  figj  and  pifta- 
chio  trees,  as  alfo  many  fpots  to  the  eaftward,  where 
there  are  no  gardens.  But  inconfiderable  as  this  river 
and  thefe  gardens  may  appear,  they  contain  almoilthe 
only  water,  and  all  the  trees  that  are  to  be  met  with 
for  twenty  or  thirty  miles  round ;  for  the  villages  have 
no  trees,  and  moil  of  them  are  only  fupplied  with  v/a- 
ter  the  inhabitants  fave  in  their  cifterns. 

The  fuel  ufed  in  the  houfes  of  Aleppo  is  wood  and 
charcoal;  but  for  heating  their  bagnios  they  burn  the 
dung  of  animals,  the  parings  of  fruit,  the  leaves  of 
plants,  &c.  all  which  people  are  employed  to  gather 
and  dry  for  that  purpofc.  In  the  city  are  a  number  of 
public  bagnios,  which  are  frequented  by  people  of  all 
feds  and  conditions,  except  thofe  of  high  rank,  who 
generally  have  them  in  their  ov/n  houfes. 

The  firft  entrance  into  a  pifblic  bagnio  is  a  large  lof- 
ty room,  in  the  midft  of  which  is  a  fo'jntain,  with 
a  bafon,  that  ferves  for  wafliing  the  linen  that  hangs 
upon  lines  at  a  confiderable  height  all  over  the  room. 
In  this  apartment  are  broad  benches,,  where  they  drels 
and  undrefs.  The  air  here  is  not  at  al)  influenced 
by  the  heat  of  the  bath,  except  at  the  door,  by 
which  you  pafs  into  a  fmall  room  that  is  pretty  warm, 
and  from  thence  into  a  larger  that  is  very  hot.  On  the 
fides  of  thefe  two  rooms  are  placed  round  frone  bafons. 
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..boor  tv/o  feet  and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  two  cocks, 
one  of  hot,  the  other  of  cold  water,  ib  that  you  may 
temper  it  according  to  your  pleafure ;  and  there  are  cop- 
per bowls  for  you  to  lave  it  upon  your  body.  In  the  cor- 
ners of  the  inner  room  are  fmall  retiring  places ;  in  one 
of  which  is  frequently  a  ciftern  of  w^arm  water,  about 
four  ihct  deep,  and  large  enough  for  bathing  the  whole 
body.  All  thefe  rooms  are  covered  with  cupolas,  and 
the  inner  receive  their  light  from  fm.all  op£nings  in 
their  domes,  v/liich  are  glazed.  The  outer  room  re- 
ceives its  light  not  only  from  the  lanthern  of  its  dome, 
but  alfo  from  windows.  A  few  of  the  bagnios  are  folely 
for  the  ufe  of  the  m.en,  and  others  are  appropriated  to 
the  women  :  but  the  generality  of  them  admht  of  both 
fexes,  thouo-h  at  different  times  i  the  men  in  the  morn- 
ing,  and  the  women  in  the  afternoon. 

On  entering  the  hot  room,  they  hrfi  apply  the  dewa, 
■or  medicine  for  taking  off  the  hair  from  the  pubis  and 
arm-pits.  This  medicine  is  compofed  of  720  drachms 
of  quick  lime,  and  40  of  orpiment  powdered.  This 
they  moiften  a  little  at  the  time  of  ufing,  and  fuffer  it 
to  remain  on  the  ikin  till  the  hair  is  quite  loofe,  when 
it  muff  be  immediately  waffied  off  with  great  care. 
Then  one  of  the  fervants  of  the  bao-nio  beo-ins  with 
chafing,  or  kneading  violently,  ftrft  the  tops  of  the 
ffioulders,  and  by  degrees  the  whole  body.  When  he 
comes  to  the  hand,  he  pulls  the  joints  of  the  fingers, 
io  as  to  make  each  crack  feparately  :  then  laying  the 
perfon  on  his  back,  with  his  armis  acrofs  his  breafr,  he 
raifes  him  forcibly  by  the  back  part  of  the  neck,  fo  as 
to  make  the  greateff  part  of  the  vertebrae^  crack.  He 
then  chafes  the  back  a  little  more,  and  throwing  a  quan- 
tity of  warmi  Vv^ater  over  the  whole  body,  rubs  him  hard 
for  fome  tim.e  with  a  coarfe  cloth,  which  is  drawn  over 
the  fervant's  hand.  He  is  next  rubbed  over  with  a 
foap-lather,  which  being  v/ailied  clean  off,  he  puts 
one  towel  round  his  middle,  another  round  his  head, 
and  pehaps,  a  third  over  his  ilioulders  ;  in  which  man- 
Ticr  he  o;oes  out  to  the  Great  room:,  v^here  lie  rrenerally 
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imokes  a  pipC;,  drinks  cofree,  and  perhaps  eats  fomc 
iiuit  before  he  drelles. 

As  the  women  have  the  additional  trouble  of  combing 
'and  wafhing,  as  well  as  unplaiting  and  plaiting  their 
hair,  befides  very  frequently  that  of  having  a  number 
of  children  to  waih,  they  generally  remain  a  confider- 
able  time  in  the  hot  rooni ;  hov/ever,  they  refreiji  thern- 
felves  at  intervals,  by  going  out  into  the  other  rooms, 
v/ere  they  fmoke,  converfe,  and  drink  coffee,  v/ith 
fome  of  the  various  parties  that  are  commonly  there. 
Every  company  of  two  or  three  is  attended  by  an  old 
\vcman,  V'/hofe  bufinefs  is  to  rub  and  ^vafli  them  -,  but 
their  joints  are  not  chafed  and  cracked,  and  the  cloth 
with  which  they  are  rubbed  is  finer  than  that  applied 
to  the  men:  however,  they  alfo  ufe  the  dewa. 

Generally  fpeaking,  each  company  of  wom.en  have 
their  collation,  which  they  eat  in  the  m^iddle  room  be- 
fore drefTmg;  and  the  bagnio  being  the  principal  place 
where  they  have  an  opportunity  of  fhewing  their  fine 
clothes,  of  feeing  company,  and  enjoying  a  free  con- 
yerfation  even  with  their  own  fex,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered that  they  are  very  fond  of  it. 

Befides,  the  firft  time  a  woman  of  the  country,  whe- 
ther Chriilian,  Jew,  or  Turk,  goes  to  the  bagnio  af- 
ter bearing  a  child,  flie  muil  have  what  is  called  the 
fhdood,  that  is,  fne  is  fet  down  in  one  of  the  wafliing 
places  of  the  inner  room,  wdiere  the  midwife  rubs  her 
over  v/ith  a  com.pofition  of  nutmegs,  ginger,  pepper, 
and  other  fpices,  made  into  a  fort  of  eleduary  with  ho- 
ney. In  this  manner  fhe  iirs  for  fome  time,  the  other 
women,  in  the  mean  while,  fmsincr  and  v/arblins;  with 
their  voices  in  a  particular  tone,  which  in  this  country 
is  their  ufual  v/ay  of  rejoicing.  After  this  the  lady  is 
wafned  clean,  and  the  ceremiony  finifhed.  This,  they 
imagine,  flrengthens  them,  and  prevents  m.any  difor- 
ders  that  would  ctherwife  enfue  after  delivery.  They 
alfo  ufe   it  after  a  recovery  from  a  very  fevere  fit  of 
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111  a  part  of  the  fuburfes,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
river  to  the  wefcward,  is  a  glafs-houfe,  v/here  a  coarfe 
kind  of  white  glafs  is  made.  In  the  fuburbs  to  the 
eaftward,  are  the  (laughter- hoiifes  placed  in  an  airy  fitu- 
ation,  with  a  large  open  field  before  them.  The  tan- 
ners have  a  kane  where  they  work,  in  the  fouth-well 
part  of  the  town,  near  the  river.  Jnft  without  the  walls 
to  the  fouthward,  are  the  lime  kilns,  and  a  little  farther 
is  a  fmail  village  vvhere  the  people  make  ropes,  and 
fpin  cat-gut,  which  lad  manufafiure  is,  at  fome  fea- 
fons,  extremely  offenfive. 

For  four  or  five  miles  at  lead  round  Aleppo,  the 
ground  is  veiy  ftony  and  uneven,  v/ith  a  number  of 
eminences,  mofc  of  which  are  as  high  2s  any  part  of 
the  city.  Fromi  the  v/efc-fouth-weft  to  the  north-w^eft- 
by-wefii,  this  uneven  country  extends  at  lead  twenty 
miles ;  but  is  interfperfed  with  a  number  of  fmall  fertile 
plains. 

With  refpedl  to  the  face  of  the  country  of  Syria  in 
general,  the  coaft  is  bordered  by  very  high  mountains, 
except  near  Seleucia,  and  from  mount  Pieria,  to  mount 
Caffius,  which  is  10  or  15  miles,  where  it  is  quite  level, 
opening  a  palTage  for  the  river  Orontes  to  difcharge  itfelf 
into  the  Mediterranean.  Thefc  mountains  are  covered 
with  trees,  Ihrubs,  and  a  nuiTiber  of  plants,  which  do 
TiOt,  like  thofe  in  the  plains,  lofe  their  verdure  during 
the  heat  of  fummer.  As  they  abound  with  fprings, 
thefe  form  fmall  rivulets,  and  in  a  few  places  on  the 
fide  next  the  fea  unite  into  rivers,  andreirelli  the  plains 
between  them  and  the  Tea  iliore.  Behind  them,  on  the 
land  fide,  are  generally  extenfive  plains,  that  receive 
great  beneht  from  the  ftreams  that  defcend  from  the 
mountains,  near  which  they  are  covered  with  myrtle, 
oleander,  and  other  fnrubs.  The  oppofite  boundaries 
of  thefe  plains  are  m.oilly  low,  rocky,  barren  hills ; 
but  behind  them  are  other  large  plains,  v/hich,  though 
they  are  only  v/atered  by  the  rains  that  fall  in  the  win- 
ter, are  exceeding  fertile.  This  intermixture  of  rocky 
eminences  and  plains  extends  within  land  about  60  or 
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70  miics,  after  which  the  country,  called  Arabia  Dc- 
ferta,  is  generally  level  as  far  as  Eajffarah. 

The  Orontes  is  tlie  only  river  in  ail  Syria,  which 
rifingonthe  land  Ude  of  the  above  mountains,  finds  its 
way  to  the  fea ;  the  reil,  which  indeed  are  few  and  in- 
confiderable,  being  foon  abforbed  by  the  thirfty  plains 
through  which  they  pafs  :  and  even  the  Orontes,  though 
it  is  fuppiied  by  many  fmall  rivulets  from  the  lofty 
mountains  behind  v/liich  it  runs,  and  alfo  from  the  lake 
of  Antioch,  feems  as  confiderable  many  miles  above 
that  city,  as  v/here  it  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Medi- 
terranean. 

The  feafons  are  here  generally  exceeding  regular, 
and  at  Aleppo  the  air  Is  fo  pure  and  free  from  damps, 
that  all  the  inhabitants,  of  what  rank  foever,  fap  and 
fleep  expofed  to  the  open  air,  from  the  end  of  May  to 
the  beginning  of  September,  in  their  court-yards,  or 
upon  the  houfe-tops,  without  fuifering  the  leail  incon- 
venience. The  natives  reckon  the  feverity  of  the  win- 
ter to  laft  only  forty  days,  beginning  from  the  1 2th  of 
December,  and  ending  on  the  20th  of  January  -,  and 
indeed  this  computation  comes  near  the  truth.  Hov/- 
ever,  during  this  time  the  air  is  extremxeiy  piercing, 
particularly  to  ilrangers,  even  though  they  are  but  juft 
come  from  a  cold  dim. ate.  Yet  during  the  thirteen 
years  Mr.  Ruffel  refided  there,  the  ice  was  not  above 
three  times  of  fuHicient  fcrength  to  bear  a  man,  and 
that  with  caution,  and  only  in  a  fituation  where  the  fun 
beams  never  reached  it.  The  fnow,  in  ten  years  of 
this  time,  never  remained  on  the  ground  above  a  day ; 
and  even  in  the  depth  of  winter,  when  the  fun  fnines  out 
and  there  is  no  vAvA,  the  weather  is  vv^arm,  and  fome- 
times  almoil  hot.  Mtnct  narciffufcs  are  in  flower  dur- 
ing all  this  feafon,  and  violets  appear  at  the  lateft  be- 
fore it  is  quite  over. 

As  February  advances,  the  fields,  which  v/ere  be- 
fore partly  green,  by  the  fpringing  up  of  the  latter 
grain,  become  entirely  covered  with  an  agreeable  ver- 
dure s  and  though  the  trees  in  o-enerai  continue  without 
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till  about  the  beginning  of  March,  yet  the  almond, 
when  latefl,  being  in  bloiTom  before  the  middle  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  quickly  fucceeded  by  the  apricot,  peachy 
&c.  the  gardens  make  an  agreeable  appearance.  The 
fpring  now  becomes  extremely  pleafant;  but  isof  lliort 
duration.  For  as  March  brings  it  on  with  rapidity, 
fo  April  with  equal  hafte  advances  towards  fummer ; 
and  tfie  gay  livery  worn  by  the  fields  during  thefe  two 
months,  and  indeed  through  mofc  of  the  winter,  fades 
before  the  middle  of  May;  and  about  the  clofe  of  that 
month  the  whole  country  alTumes  fo  parched  and  bar- 
ren an  afpe6t,  that  you  would  fcarce  think  it  capable 
of  producing  any  thing  befidcs  the  few  hardy  plants 
that  flill  are  able  to  refill  the  extreme  heat.  From  this 
time  not  one  refreiliing  fhower  falls,  and  fcarce  a 
friendly  cloud  ever  appears  to  ihelter  you  from  the  rays 
of  the  fun,  till  about  the  middle  of  September,  when- 
there  generally  falls  a  little  rain  either  at  Aleppo,  or  in 
its  neighbourhood,  which  generally  refrellies  the  air. 
From  thefe  firll  rains  till  the  fecond,  is  an  interval  of 
between  twenty  and  thirty  days,  during  which  the  wea- 
ther is  temperate,  ferene,  and  extremely  delightful; 
when  if  the  rains  have  been  plentiful,  though  but  of  a 
few  hours  duration,  the  country  fpeedily  aiTumes  a  new 
face.  After  the  fecond  rains  the  weather  becomes  va- 
riable, and  winter  approaches  by  fuch  flow  degrees, 
that  the  greateil  part  of  the  trees  retain  their  leaves  till 
the  middle  of  November. 

Aleppo  is  feldom  troubled  with  hard  gales  of  wind  j 
the  coldeft  in  the  winter  are  thofe  that  blow  between 
the  eaft  and  north-weft,  and  the  nearer  they  are  to  the 
former  point,  the  colder  they  are  during  that  feafon, 
and  part  of  the  fpring  ;  but  from  the  beginning  of  May 
to  the  end  of  September,  thofe  very  winds  refemble 
the  hot  air  ifibino;  out  of  the  mouth  of  an  oven.  The 
only  remedy  againft  them  is  to  fhut  all  the  doors  and 
windows ;  for  though  they  are  not  fatal,  they  are  ex- 
tremely troublefom^e,  by  cauiing  in  mod  people  a  pain- 
ful langLipr  and  difBculty  of  breathing.  Flov/cver,  many 


M        Dr.  RUiiSEL's  DESCRIPTION  OF  ALEPPO, 

fummers  pafs  without  them,  and  during  our  author's 
llay,  in  no  fummer  there  were  more  than  four  or  five,  | 
days  of  them  ^  for  though  the  eafterly  and  northerly- 
winds  reign  moil  in  the  winter,  yet  providence  ha^ 
wifely  ordered  it,  that  thofe  that  are  wefterly  are  m.oft 
frequent  in  the  fummer ;  without  which,  confidering 
the  intenfe  heat  of  the  fun's  rays,  with  their  refieftion 
from  a  bare  rocky  tra6l  of  ground,  and  the  white  ilone 
walls  of  the  houfes,  the  country  would  be  fcarcely  ha- 
bitable. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  fuburbs  of  Aleppo, 
are  computed  at  about  235,000,  of  whom  200,000  aire 
Turks,  30,000  are  Chriftians,  and  the  remaining  5000 
Jev/s.  But  though  they  are  offuch  different  religions, 
they  feem  to  be  nearly  the  fame  people ;  nor  are  the 
Chriftians  much  fuperior  to  their  neighbours  in  virtue. 
The  greateft  number  of  them  are  Greeks,  the  moft 
numerous  next  to  them  are  the  Armenians,  next  to 
them  the  Syrians,  and  then  the  Maronites ;  each  of 
whom  have  a  church  in  a  part  of  the  fuburbs,  v/here 
moft  of  them  refide.  The  vulgar  language  is  Arabic  j 
but  the  Turks  of  rank  ufe  the  Turkiih  :  moft  of  th^ 
Armenians  can  fpeak  Armenian ;  many  of  the  Jews 
underftand  Hebrew  j  but  few  Syrians  can  fpeak  Syriacj 
and  fcarce  one  of  the  Greeks  underftands  a  word  of  ei^ 
ther  ancient  or  modern  Gieek. 

The  people  are  generally  of  a  middle  ftature,  indif- 
ferently well  made,  and  rather  lean  than  fat ,  but  arc 
neither  vigorous  nor  active.  Thofe  of  the  city  are  of 
a  fair  complexion ;  but  the  peafants,  and  fuch  as  are 
obliged  to  be  much  abroad  in  the  fan,  are  fwarthy. 
Their  hair  is  ufually  black,  or  of  a  dark  chefnut  co- 
lour ;  and  it  is  very  rare  to  fee  any  but  black  eyes 
among  them.  Both  fexes  when  young  are  tolerably 
handfome  ;  but  as  the  women  arrive  early  at  maturity, 
they  foon  fade,  and  in  general  look  old  at  thirty.  The 
greateft  part  of  them  are  married  before  the  age  cA 
fourteen  and  eighteen,  and  often  fooner;  but  the  ten- 
der paflion  of  love  can  have  lirrle  l]:are  in  thefe  mar- 
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riages,  the  young  people  never  feeing  each  other  till 
the  ceremony  is  performed.  A  (lender  waift  is  lb  far 
from  being  admired,  that  it  is  confidered  as  a  defor- 
mity ;  fo  that  they  do  all  they  can  to  make  themfelves 
plump  and  lufty. 

While  the  men  are  girt  round  very  tight  with  a  fafh, 
the  girdles  of  the  v^omen  are  both  flight,  narrow,  and 
loofely  put  on  -,  which,  with  the  warmth  of  the  cli- 
mate, and  the  frequent  ufe  of  the  bagnio,  may  be  one 
principal  reafon  why  their  labours  are  rnucheafier  than 
thofe  of  the  women  of  Eng-land  ;  the  mod  delicate  be- 
ing  feldom  confined  above  ten  or  twelve  days,  and 
thofe  in  the  villages  are  generally  able  to  go  about  their 
cmploymicnts  the  next  day.  Women  of  all  conditions 
fuckle  their  own  children,  and  feldom  wean  them  till 
either  the  mother  is  again  with  child,  or  the  infant  is 
three  or  four  years  of  age. 

If  an  allowance  be  made  for  the  fuperiority  which 
the  Mahometans  affume  over  all  who  are  of  another 
faith,  the  people  of  diflindlion  in  Aleppo  mayjuftly 
be  efteemed  courteous  and  polite.  The  opinion  of  this 
fuperiority  is  obferved  to  increafe  in  proportion  to  the 
people's  vicinity  to  Mecca:  hence  the  natives  of 
Aleppo  have  a  greater  fiiare  of  it  than  thofe  of  Smyrna 
or  Conflantinople  ;  though,  even  here,  it  is  much  de- 
clined within  thefe  few  years :  and  feveral  BafTas  have 
conferred  public  honours  on  Europeans,  that  would 
formerly  have  caufed  great  popular  difcontents.  The 
common  people  have  an  afFedled  gravity,  with  fome 
fhare  of  dilTimulation  j  and  are  fo  apt  to  be  quarrelfome 
that  one  can  feldom  pafs  a  few  yards  in  the  flreets  with- 
out being  witnefs  to  fome  noify  broil  -,  and  yet  in  many 
years  you  may  never  fee  a  blow  flruck,  except  the 
perfon  who  gives  it  be  w^ell  affured  that  it  vvill  not  be 
returned.  But  notwithflanding  their  being  prone  to 
anger  on  the  moil  trifling  occadons,  no  people  in  the 
world  can  be  more  calm  when  their  intereil  requires  it. 
Hov/ever,  though  this  be  in  general  a  true  reprefenta- 
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tion,  our  author  obferves,  that  gratitude  and  juflice 
require  him  to  add,  that  there  areperfons  among  them 
of  all  religions,  whom  he  found  by  experience  to  be 
poffeffed  of  the  utmoft  honour  and  integrity. 

Some  of  the  old  men  dye  their  beards,  and  the  old 
v/omen  their  hair,  of  a  red  colour,  with  henna,  which 
gives  them  a  very  whimfical  appearance  -,  and  many  of 
the  men  dye  their  beards  black,  to  conceal  their  age. 
However,  few  of  the  women  paint,  except  among  the 
Jews,  and  the  common  proflitutes ;  but  they  ullially 
black  their  eye-brows,  or  make  artificial  ones.  It  is 
alfo  become  a  general  pradiice  among  the  women  of 
Aleppo,  CO  black  the  infide  of  their  eye -lids  with  the 
pov/der  of  lead  ore.  In  doing  this,  they  take  a  cylin- 
drical piece  of  filver,  ftcel,  or  ivory,  made  very 
fmooth,  and  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  common  probe.  This 
they  wet  with  water,  in  order  that  the  powder  may 
flick  to  it,  and  introducing  it  under  the  eye-lid,  draw 
it  along  between  that  and  the  eye  ;  by  which  means 
the  infide  of  the  eye-lid  is  blacked,  and  a  narrow  black 
rim  is  formed  all  round  the  edge.  This  is  fometimes 
pra6Lifed  by  the  men^  but  then  it  is  confidered  as 
foppiih. 

The  women  have  another  figular  method  of  adorn- 
ing themfelves,  the  pra6tice  of  which  is  general  among 
thofe  of  all  ranks  and  religions.  This  is  dyeing  the  tips 
of  the  fingers  and  toes,  with  a  few  fpots  on  the  hands 
and  feet,  of  a  dirty  yellow  with  hcnna^  great  quanti- 
ties of  which  are  brought  from  Egypt  for  that  purpofe. 
This  looks  very  difagreeable  to  an  European.  The 
more  polite  manner  is  to  has^e  the  greateft  part  of  the 
hands  and  feet  ftained  in  the  form  of  rofes  and  other 
figures,  and  the  dye  made  of  a  dark  green,  by  after- 
v/ards  applying  fal  armoniac  and  a  little  quick  lime. 
But  after  fome  days  this  begins  to  change,  and  at  laft 
looks  as  nafty  as  the  other. 

The  women  in  fome  of  the  villaGfes,  and  all  the 
Arabs  and  Chinganas  in  this  country,  wear  a  large  fil- 
ver or  gold  ring  through  the  external  cartilage  of  their 
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right  noflrilj  fome  of  which  our  author  has  f^cn  an  inch 
and  a  half  in  diameter.  It  is  aifo  ufual  for  thefe  people 
by  way  of  ornament  to  mark  their  under  iip,  and  like- 
wife  their  breaft  and  arms,  with  a  blue  colour,  by 
pricking  the  part  with  a  needle,  and  rubbing  it  with  a 
certain  powder,  which  leaves  an  indelible  mark,  like 
that  fometimes  made  by  gunpowder  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, on  the  arms  of  failors,  &c.   in  England. 

Thefe  Chinganas  are  a  race  of  people  that  are  efleem- 
ed  the  plague  of  Aleppo.  They  nearly  refemble  the 
Arabs,  and,  like  fome  tribes  of  them,  live  in  tents ; 
but  are  not  acknov/ledgcd  by  them.  They  are  ex- 
tremely poor:  a  few  of  them,  who  are  encamped 
round  the  fkirts  of  the  city,  hire  themfelves  for  labour- 
ers, and  other  menial  offices  ;  but  the  greateii:  number 
come  thither  from  all  parts  in  the  fpring,  to  alTift  in 
reaping  the  corn. 

Tobacco  is  fmoked  to  excefs  by  all  the  men^  and 
many  of  the  women  of  Aleppo,  Their  pipes  are  made 
of  the  twig  of  a  rofe-bufh,  cherry-tree,  &c.  bored  for 
that  purpofe.  Thofe  uied  by  pcrfons  of  diftindlion  arc 
five  or  fix  fttt  long,  and  adorned  wdth  filver.  The 
bowl  is  of  clay,  and  often  changed  3  but  the  pipes  them- 
felves lad  for  years. 

The  people  have  no  notion  of  the  benefit  of  exercife, 
either  for  the  prefervation  of  health,  or  the  cure  of  dif- 
eafes ;  and  it  is  with  reludhance  that  they  ufe  much  of 
it  either  for  bufmefs  or  pleafure.  The  people  of  con- 
didon  and  their  dependents  mufl  in  fome  meafure  be 
excepted,  they  being  commonly  a6live  on  horfeback 
and  in  fporting,  and  very  dexterous  in  throwing  the 
jareed,  a  kind  of  javelin  or  fmaliftick,  about  two  fctt 
and  a  half  long.  This  is  done  in  their  mock  fights ; 
in  which  it  is  furprifmg  to  fee  with  what  dexterity  chey 
manage  their  horfes,  fo  as  to  avoid  running  againfl 
each  other,  when  numbers  are  galloping  feemingly  in 
the  greateft  diforder.  This  exercife  is,  however,  fel- 
dom  ufed,  and  hardly  compenfates  for  the  hours  they 
fpend  in  indolently  lolling  on  their  divans,  in  which 
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the    generality   pafs  much   the   greateft  part  of  their 
time. 

As  they  have  no  coaches,  perfons  of  rank  ride  on 
horfeback  in  the  city,  with  a  number  of  fervants  walk- 
ing before  them.,  in  proportion  to  their  llation  ;  which, 
though  not  fo  convenient  in  bad  weather,  has  certainly 
a  more  manly,  if  not  a  grander  look  than  our  coaches. 
The  ladies,  even  of  the  greateft  diftinftion,  are  obliged 
to  v/alk  on  foot,  both  in  the  city,  and  when  they  go  to 
a  garden  at  a  moderate  diftance.  In  longer  journeys, 
the  women  of  rank  are  carried  by  mules  in  alitter,  clofe 
covered  up  i  and  thofe  of  an  inferior  ftation  are  on 
thefe  occafions  commonly  ftowed  on  each  fide  of  a 
m.ule,  in  a  kind  of  covered  cradles. 

Moft  of  the  natives  go  to  bed  in  good  time,  and  rife 
early  in  the  morning,  fleeping  in  their  drawers,  and  at 
leaft  in  one  or  two  waifccoats :  fome  in  winter  have  on 
their  furs.  They  lie  on  a  mattrefs  laid  on  the  floor ;  over 
which  is  a  fheet,  and  in  winter  a  carpet,  or  fome  other 
woollen  covering,  the  other  fheet  being  fewed  to  the 
quilt.  When  the  time  for  repofe  draws  nigh,  they  fit 
on  this  mattrefs,  and  fmoke  their  pipe,  till  they  find 
themfelves  (leepyj  then  lay  thcmfeives  dov)n,  and  leave 
their  women  to  cover  them  when  they  are  afleep.  Many 
of  the  people  of  fafhion  are  lulled  to  reft  by  foft  mufic, 
or  Arabian  tales,  which  their  women  are  taught  to  re- 
peat. If  they  happen  to  awake  in  the  night,  they  fit 
up,  fill  their  pip^,  have  a  difh  of  coffee  made,  and 
fometimiCs,  efpecially  in  the  long  winter  nights,  eat 
fome  of  their  fweet  paft'ry,  and  thus  fit  till  they  drop 
afleep  again. 

The  coffec-houfes  of  Aleppo  are  frequented  by  none 
but  the  vulgar,  who  arc  there  entertained  by  a  concert 
of  mufic,  a  ftory-teller,  an  obfcene  kind  of  puppet- 
fhow,  and  fometimes  by  jugglers  and  tumblers.  Thefe 
are  their  only  public  entertainments. 

Within  doors  their  entertainments  are  playing  at  chefs, 
draughts,  mankala,  tabuduk,  and  the  play  of  the  ring. 
With  this  laft  the  great  men  often  amufc  themfelves  in 
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the  winter  evenings.  Ic  confifts  in  gueffing  under  what 
coffee-cup,  out  of  a  number  placed  on  a  large  falver, 
the  ring  is  hid.  Several  on  each  fide  are  engaged  in 
this  play,  and  thofe  who  v/in  have  the  privilege  of 
blackening  the  faces  of  their  antagonifts,  putting  fool's 
caps  on  their  heads,  and  making  them  fiiand  before 
them  while  they  fmg  an  extempore  fong  in  their  own 
praife,  and  in  derifion  of  the  lofers.  However,  none 
but  their  fervants  or  ordinary  people  are  treated  in  this 
manner.  Among  the  Turks  gaming  is  only  ufed  for 
amufement ;  but  fometimes  they  will  go  fo  far  as  to 
play  for  a  treat. 

Dancing  is  not  here  efteemed  an  accomplifhment,  it 
being  only  pra6lifed  by  thofe  who  miake  a  trade  of  it, 
whole  dexterity  chiefly  confifts  in  the  motion  of  their 
arms  and  bodies,  and  putting;  themfelves  in  different 
attitudes,  many  of  v^hich,  particularly  oi  the  women, 
are  not  the  moil  decent.  At  their  feilivals  they  have 
alfo  wrefders,  who  refemble  the  athlete  of  the  ancients, 
in  anointing  their  naked  bodies  ;  I'br  they  have  nothing 
on, but  a  pair  of  breeches.  They  ilrut  and  vaunt  at 
their  entrance,  fo  as  to  raife  our  expe6tations  ;  but  they 
make  a  poor  figure  in  the  performance.  It  muft  alfo 
be  added,  that  buffoons  are  the  conftant  attendants  at 
all  merry  makings,  vnthout  v/hom  the  mirth  and  con- 
vcrfation  of  the  people  would  foon  languilh. 

The  mufic  of  the  country  is  of  two  forts  ;  one  for 
the  field,  and  the  other  for  the  chamber.  The  martial 
mufic  confifts  of  trumpets,  cymbals,  a  kind  of  fhort 
hautboy  fhrilier  than  ours,  large  drums,  the  upper 
head  of  which  is  beat  upon  v/ith  a  heavy  drumftick,  and 
the  lower  with  a  (lender  ftick ;  and  finall  drums,  beat 
after  the  manner  of  our  kettle  drums. 

For  their  chamber  iraific,  they  have  the  guitar,  the 
dulcimer,  the  dervifes  flute,  the  Arab  fiddle,  a  couple 
of  fmall  drums,  and  the  difF,  which  is  principally  ufed 
to  beat  time  to  the  voice,  the  moft  difagreeable  of  all 
their  mufic  ;  for  they  bellow  moft  hidecudy.  The  difF 
is  a  hocp,  over  which  a  piece  of  parchment  is  extended. 
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and  fometimes  pieces  of  brafs  are  fixed  in  it  to  make  a 
jingling:  it  is  beat  with  the  fingers,  and  is  the  true 
tympanum  of  the  ancients.  They  have  alfo  a  kind  of 
flute  like  the  ancient  fyrinx,  but  few  of  them  can  play 
upon  it  i  and  a  fort  of  bagpipe,  which  numbers  of 
idle  fellows  play  upon  round  the  fkirts  of  the  town,  in 
order  to  get  money  from  the  paiTengers.  Though  the 
people  here  have  names  for  the  different  meafures  in 
muiic,  they  arc  unacquainted  with  mufical  notes,  as 
v/ell  as  with  the  bafs  and  othet  parts  of  mufic  :  they 
play  by  the  ear,  and  keep  time  cxa6tly,  every  infrru- 
ment  playing  the  fame  tune. 

The  people  are  in  general  extremely  illiterate  -,  for 
many  Baffas,  farmers  of  the  cuftorns,  and  confiderable 
merchants  can  neither  read  nor  Vv^rite.  However  of 
late  years,  their  youth  are  better  taught  than  formerly, 
though  their  education  feldom  extends  farther  than  be- 
ing juit  able  CO  read  a  little  of  the  Koran,  and  to  write 
a  common  letter.  They  are  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
ufe  of  chemiftry  in  medicine,  and  their  phyficians, 
who  pretend  to  difcover  all  difeafes  by  the  pulfe, 
make  no  fcruple  to  quote  the  authority  of  FIlppo- 
crates,  Galen  and  Ebenfina,  in  fupport  of  the  moil 
abfurd  and  ridiculous  opinions.  Their  poets  are  much 
more  worthy  of  notice  -,  for  a  poetical  genius  fome- 
times appears  among  them,  and  produces  pieces  that 
arejufcly  efleemed. 

In  the  fail  of  Radam.an  they  neither  eat,  drink,  nor 
fmoke,  from  the  dawn  of  the  day  till  fun-fet,  but  the 
fun  is  no  fooner  down,  than  they  eat  a  hearty  meal  -,  and 
rhofe  v/ho  can  afford  to  fleep  in  the  day,  eat  and  drink 
the  greatefl  part  of  the  night,  living  fo  luxurioufly, 
that  they  generally  fpend  as  much  money  in  that  one 
month,  as  in  any  two  months  in  the  year ;  but  thofe 
who  are  obliged  to  be  abroad  in  the  day,  fuifer  a  great 
deal  during  this  fail. 

Wine  and  fpirits  are  only  drank  by  the  licentious  and 
irreligious  Turks ;  but  the  number  of  thefe  is  greater 
ihan  one  would  imagine  3  for  thefe  liquors  being  prohi- 


AND  THE  ADJACENT  PARTS.  17 


/:? 


bited  by  their  religion,  they  chiefly  drink  in  fecret  at 
their  gardens,  or  privately  in  the  night,  and  when  they 
once  begin,   generally  drink  to  great  cxcefs. 

They  are  obliged  by  their  religion  to  wafli  before 
their  prayers,  which  are  five  times  in  the  twenty-four 
hours,  and  whenever  they  eafe  nature.  As  they  take 
up  their  meat  with  tlieir  fingers,  they  are  alfo  under 
the  neceffity  of  waihing  after  every  meal,  and  the  more 
cleanly  likewife  always  wa0i  before  they  eat.  Beiides, 
whenever  they  cohabit  with  the  women,  they  are 
obliged  to  bathe  before  they  can  fay  their  prayers  i  fo 
that  they  are  almofl  all  day  dabbling  in  the  water. 

Though  theKoran  exprefsly  allows  them  four  woracnj 
whether  wives  or  concubines,  yet  as  they  are  obliged 
to  pay  money  for  their  wives,  ft\Y  of  any  rank  have 
more  than  twoj  vvhile  the  poorer  fort  have  feldom 
more  than  one,  and  hardly  ever  keep  a  mifcrefs:  thofe 
of  middling  circumftances  have,  however,  fometimes 
three  or  tour  miftreiies,  and  I  have  known  theie  of 
greater  opulence  v/ho  have  kept  forty,  befides  the  wo- 
men employed  in  the  menial  oilices  of  the  family ;  for 
notwithftanding  the  law  of  MahomiCt,  the  people  here 
believe  this  to  be  lawful.  It  m.ay  appear  firange  that 
fuch  a  number  Ihould  agree  tolerably  together :  But  it 
muft  be  confidered,  that  they  are  accuilomed  from, 
their  infancy  to  a  fervile  obedience  ;  that  the  hufband 
can  divorce  his  wife  at  pleafure  widiout  affigning  any 
caufe,  and  fell  thofe  for  Haves  by  whom  he  has  had  no 
children.  Befides,  the  wife  has  alfo  a  check  upon  the 
hulband ;  for  his  divorcing  her  is  attended  with  ex- 
pence,  as  he  muil  not  only  lofe  the  money  fhe  at  firil 
cofl  him  ',  but  there  is  generally  a  fum  equal  to  it,  to- 
be  paid  in  cafe  he  fnould  divorce  her. 

Marriages  are  in  this  country  commonly  brought 
about  by  the  ladies,  the  mothers  introducing  them.felves 
into  company  where  they  expecl  to  fee  girls  who  are 
difengaged;  and  when  they  have  found  one  they  think 
agreeable,  they  propcf::;  the  match  to  her  mother.  Af- 
terwards, if  the  affair  is  likely  to  be  determined,  ilie 
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is  demanded  in  form  of  her  parents  by  the  young  man's 
father,  the  price  is  fixed  that  he  is  to  pay  for  her,  and 
a  hcence  is  procured  from  the  Cady.  Each  of  the 
young  folks  then  appoint  a  proxy,  who  with  feveral 
of  the  male  relations  goto  the  Imam,  or  pricfl:,  who 
finding  that  they  are  regularly  appointed,  afks  the  one 
if  he  is  willing  to  buy  the  bride  for  fuch  a  fum?  and 
the  other,  if  he  be  fatisfied  with  it  ?  and  being  anfwer- 
ed  in  the  affirmiative,  he  joins  their  hands,  and  the 
money  being  paid,  the  bargain  is  concluded  with  a 
prayer  out  of  the  Koran. 

After  this  the  bridegroom  may  take  her  home  when- 
ever he  thinks  proper ;  and  the  day  being  fixed,  he 
fends  a  mieiTage  to  her  family  to  let  them  know  it.  The 
fum  with  which  he  purchased  her  is  laid  out  in  furni- 
ture for  one  chamber,  with  clothes,  and  ornaments  for 
the  bride,  whofe  father  makes  fome  addition  according 
to  his  circumfcances,  which  are  carried  with  great 
pomp,  to  the  bridegroom's  houfe.  He  at  the  fame 
time  invites  his  friends  and  acquaintance,  all  of  whom 
fends  prefents,  whether  they  think  proper  to  go  or  not. 
On  the  day  appointed,  the  women  go  from  the  bride  - 
groom's  to  the  bride's  houfe  and  bring  her  home  to 
his,  accomipaned  by  her  mother,  and  other  female  re- 
lations, where  each  fex  make  merry  in  feparate  apart- 
ments till  night.  The  men  then  drefs  the  bridegroom, 
after  which  he  is  introduced  into  the  women's  apart- 
ment, v/here  he  is  met  by  his  own  female  relations, 
who  dance  and  fmg  before  him  to  the  flairs  foot  of  the 
bride's  chamber,  vjho  is  brought  halfway  down  flairs 
to  receive  him,  veiled  with  a  piece  of  red  gauze,  and. 
fometimes  her  forehead  and  cheeks  are  covered  with 
leaf  gold,  cut  in  various  forms.  He  then  condud:s  her 
up  flairs,  and  they  are  left  together. 

The  Turks  at  Aleppo  being  much  addi6led  to  jea- 
Icufy,  they  confine  their  women  as  much  as  pofTibie, 
and  feldcrn  allow  them  to  viiit  even  their  own  fex. 
The  hufband  is,  however,  obliged  to  fuffer  them  to 
go  cftc  n  to.  the  bapnio  ;  and  Mondays  and  Thurfdays 
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are  a  fort  of  licenfeddays,  in  v/hich  they  are  permitted 
to  vifit  the  tombs  of  their  deceafed  relations,  and  the 
faints  5  which  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  walking 
abroad  in  the  fields  and  gardens,  they  have  contrived 
that  almoft  every  Thurfday  in  the  fpring  bears  the  name 
of  a  particular  Sheik,  whofe  tomb  they  muil  vifit. 
When  they  go  abroad,  they  wear  v/hite  veils,  fo  ma- 
naged that  nothing  appears  but  their  eyes,  and  a  fmall 
ipart  of  their  nofe.  They  are  ufaally  in  large  compa- 
r\ies,  and  have  always  either  an  old  woman,  or  a  young 
lad  for  a  Q;uard. 

On  the  death  or  a  Turk,  the  women  immediately 
fet  up  a  fliriek,  which  is  continued  till  the  body  is  in- 
terred i  but  this  is  foon  difpatched,  f:)r  the  corpfe  is 
kept  no  longer  than  is  neceifary  to  acquaint  the  relations 
who  live  in  the  town.  They  tirfl  waili  the  body,  and  then 
flop  up  all  the  natural  paffages  with  cotton  to  prevent 
any  moiilure  from  oozing  out,  which  would  render  the 
body  unclean  j  then  wrapping  it  up  in  a  clean  cotton 
cloth,  they  lay  it  in  a  kind  of  coffin,  nearly  refembling 
ours  ',  only  the  lid  rifes  with  a  ledge  in  the  middle,  and 
at  the  head  is  a  wooden  battoon  about  a  foot  long,  on 
which  the  man's  head-drefs  is  placed ;  but  if  it  be  a 
woman,  there  is  a  head-drefs  flat  on  the  top  like  a 
trencher,  over  which  is  thrown  an  handkerchief  In 
the  middle  of  the  pall  is  a  fmall  piece  of  the  old  cover- 
ing of  the  holy  houfe  of  Mecca,  the  reft  being  of  no 
particular  cover  or  ftuff.  Upon  the  pall  lies  fome  of 
the  beft  clothes  belonging  to  the  deceafed. 

The  corpfe  being  carried  out,  a  number  of  Sheiks 
with  their  tattered  banners  walk  firft,  then  come  the 
male  friends,  and  after  them  the  corpfe,  carried  on  a 
bier  upon  mens  fhoulders,  with  the  head  foremoil  -,  and 
as  every  paifenger  thinks  it  meritorious  to  lend  fome 
little  help  on  thofe  folenin  occafions,  the  bearers  are 
often  relieved.  The  neareft  male  relations  immedi- 
ately follow,  and  the  women  with  dreadful  ilirieks  clofe 
the  proceffion,  while  the  men  all  the  v/ay  fmg  prayers 
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out  of  the  Koran.  Thus  they  proceed  to  the  mofque.: 
where  the  bier  it  fet  down  in  the  court-yard,  and  a  fer- 
vice  faid  by  the  Imam  :  after  which  it  is  carried,  in  the 
fame  order  as  before,  to  the  burying-place,  of  which 
there  is  only  one  pubUc  in  the  city,  all  the  others  beino- 
in  the  fields.  The  graves,  v;hich  lie  eafb  and  wefl:,  are 
lined  with  ilone.  The  corpfe  is  taken  out,  and  put  on 
the  right,  fide,  in  a  pofcure  between  fitting  and  lying, 
with  the  head  to  the  weilward,  fo  that  the  face  may 
be  to  the  fouth,  towards  Mecca :  a  liitle  earth  being- 
put  behind  the  body  to  keep  it  iieady,  the  grave  is  co- 
vered with  long,  ilones  that  go  acrofs,  and  prevent  the 
earth  they  put  over  them  from  falling  in  upon  the  corpfe. 
The  Imam  throws  on  the  nril  handful  of  earth,  faying. 
a  prayer  for  the  foul  of  the  deceafed,  and  exhorting 
fuch  as  hear  him  to  be  inindful  of  their  end.  After  him, 
every  one  prefent  throws  on  a  handful  of  earth,  faying, 
"  God  be  merciful  to  the  deceafed."  The  neareft  re- 
lations pray  at  the  grave  on  the  third,  feventh,  and  for- 
tieth days,  as  alfo  the  day  twelve-month  after  the  per- 
fon's  deceafe  -,  and  every  Monday  or  Thurfday  the  v^o- 
men  ilrew  the  grave  with  leaves  and  flowers.  The 
men  v/ear  no  mourning,  but  V\t  women  lay  afide  their 
ornaments,  and  v/ear  the  graveft  coloured  clothes. 

We  fhali  now  take  a  view  of  the  cuftoms  and  manners 
of  the  Chriilians,  who  compofc  fo  confiderable  a  part 
of  the  city.  In  keeping  their  fatts  they  are  generally 
very  rigorous  3  but  if  a  phyfician  declares  their  life  to 
be  in  danger,  the  Greeks,  Syrians,  and  Maronets,  Vv'ill 
often  break  their  faft  ,  but  the  Armenians  are  generally 
fo  very  iLri6t  in  this  particular,  that  not  even  the  pre- 
fervation  of  life  can  prevail  on  them  to  interrupt  it  for 
a  finale  day. 

The  Chrifcian  women,  when  they  go  abroad,  areas 
ciofely  veiled  as  r.hofe  of  the  Turks  ;  but  they  are  fel- 
dom  permitted  to  go  any  where  but  to  church,  to 
the  bagnio,  to  their  phyficians,  or  now  and  then  to  vifit 
a  relation.  A  fev/  of  them  allow  their  wives  two  or  three 
times  a  year  to  go  to  die  gardens  ^  but  others,  though 
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diey  are  not  a  mile  from  their  hoiifes,  never  fee  one  in 
■tiieir  lives. 

They  are   generally   contradeci  vvhile  children  by 
their  parents  i  and  there   being  no  material  difference 
in'  the   marriage  ceremonies  of  tht  different  iedfs,  a 
.defcriotion  of  tiiofe  of  the  Maronites  may  ferve  as  a  fpe  - 
jcimen  of  all  the  reil.  The  bride  having. been  demanded, 
the  bridegroom's  relations  are  invited  to  an  entertain- 
ment at  the  houfe  of  the  bride's  father^  to  fix  the  wed- 
ding day  ;  ihe  parties  themfelves  not  being  confulted. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  appointed,  they  again  go 
xo  the  bride's  houfe,  and  after  fupper  return  to  that  of 
the  bridegroom,  who  has  not  yet  appeared .;  for  he  is 
.by  cuilom  obliged  to   hide  him.felf,  and  is   not  to  be 
found,  till  they  have  made  a  ieemingiy  ftrid:  fearch  for 
him.     This  done^  and  he  being  brought  and  dreffed  in 
■his  worft  clothes,  great  noife  and  rejoicings  are  made.. 
He  and  the  brideman  are  now  led  feveral  times  about 
the  court  in  a  noify  procellion,  and  then  condu6l"ed  in- 
to a  room,  where  their  wedding  clothes  are  laid  out  in 
form  :  a  prieft  then  fays  a  long  prayer  over  them  ;   and 
being  dreffed,  they  are  led  back  into  the  court,  with 
the  fame  ceremony  as  before.     At  midnight,  or  a  few 
hours  after,  the  relations,  accomxpanied  .by  all  of  both 
fexes  v/ho  have  been  invited  to  the  wedding,  again  re- 
.turn  in  procellion  to  the  houfe  where  the  bride  is,  mu- 
fic  playing  before  them,  and  each  holding  a  candle. 
On  their  coming  to  the  door,  it  is  iliut  againfl  them  ; 
and  on  their  knocking  and  demanding  the  bride,  they 
are  refufed  admittance.     Upon  which  a  mock  fip-ht  en- 
fues ;  but  the  bridegroom's  party  are  always  conquer- 
ors.   The  women  then  lead  the  bride  out  of  the  cham- 
ber, covered  all  over  v/ith  a  veil,  and  ihe  is  carried  in 
proceffion  to  the  bridegroom's,  accompanied  only  by 
one  or  tvvo  of  her  fifters,  or  nearell  female  relations. 
Eeins  feated  amoni>'  the  women  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
room,   flie  continues  covered  with  a  veil  of  red  gauze, 
•and,  like  a  iiatue  muft  neither  fpeak  nor  move,  except 
rifing  to  every  perfonv/ho  com.es  into  tlie  room,  whicii 
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is  notified  to  her  by  one  of  her  women  who  fits  by  her  ; 
for  fhe  muil  not  open  her  eyes.  The  remainder  of  the 
night  is  paiTed  in  noify  mirth,  by  each  fex  in  their  fe- 
parate  apartments,  there  being  no  want  of  fv^^eetmeats, 
fruit,  wine,  and  arrack ;  for  now  few  retire  to  reft. 

At  about  nine  the  next  morning  the  bifhop  or  priefl 
combes  to  perform  the  ceremony.  All  the  women  are 
veiled :  the  bride  ftands  entirely  covered,  fupportcd  by 
two  women,  the  bridem.aid  Handing  by  to  keep  the  veil 
well  adjuiled.  The  bridegroom,  dreOed  in  a  gaudy 
robe,  going  in  with  the  bifhop,  is  placed  on  the  bride's 
left  hand,  with  his  brideman  by  him ;  and  a  fhort  fervice 
being  performicd,  the  bifhop  puts  a  crov/n  firft  on  the 
bridegroom's  head,  and  then  on  the  heads  of  the  bride, 
the  brideman  and  bridemaid.  Afterwards  joining  the 
hands  of  the  bridegroom  and  bride,  he  continues  the 
fervice,  and  after  fome  time  puts  a  ring  on  the  bride- 
groom's finger,  and  delivers  another  to  the  bridemaid 
to  be  put  on  that  of  the  bride.  Near  the  conclufion  of 
the  fervice,  he  ties  a  piece  of  tape  or  ribbon  round  the 
bridegroom's  neck,  and  in  the  afternoon  a  pried  comes 
to  take  it  off.  The  ceremony  being  concluded,  the 
bridegroom,  and  all  the  men,  retire  again  to  their  own 
apartment,  v/here  they  drink  coffee,  and  lit  very  gravely 
while  the  bifhop  ftays,  which  is  not  long;  for  dinner 
being  immediately  ferved  up  for  him  and  a  few  others, 
he  foon  dines,  and  takes  his  leave  -,  on  which  they  in- 
ftantly  refume  their  noify  mdrth.  Great  quantities  of 
provifions  are  dreffed,^  and  feveral  tables  covered,  both 
for  dinner  and  fupper  3  and  there  is  ufually  plenty  of 
wine,  arrack,  coffee,  and  tobacco. 

At  about  eleven  or  tv/elve  at  night,  the  bridegroom 
is  led  in  proceffion  to  the  bride's  chamber,  where  pre- 
renting  her  a  glafs  of  wine,  fne  drinks  to  him,  and  he 
having  returned  the  compliment,  is  condudled  back 
with  the  fame  ceremony.  The  mAific  during  the  v/hole 
time  continues  playing,  buffoons  and  other  of  their  di- 
verficns  are  going  forwards,  and  the  houfe  is  ufually 
full  of  com.plnVj  till  tlie  next  day   in  the  afternoon, 
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when  they  all  retire,  except  a  few  intimate  friends,  who 
flip  with  the  bridegroom,  and  about  midnight  leave 
him  heartily  fatigued,  to  retire  to  the  bride's  chamber. 

Ail  who  have  been  invited  to  the  wedding  fend  pre- 
fents,  and  for  feveral  days  after  the  marriage  is  con- 
fammated,  flowers  are  fent  to  the  bride  by  ^,11  her  fe- 
male acquaintance.  On  that  day  feven-night  after  the 
celebration  of  the  marriage,  the  bride's  relations  come 
to  vifit  hers  and  an  entertainment  is  provided  for  them. 
But  in  this  country  it  is  not  decent  for  a  bride  to  (peak 
to  aijy  perfon  for  at  leaH  a  month,  except  a  few  words 
to  her  huiband  3  and  this  the  Armenians  are  fo  unrea- 
fonablc  as  to  extend  to  a  year.  The  old  women  gene- 
rally give  them  a  firi6l  charge  about  thi:>,  particularly 
not  to  talk  to  the  huiband  too  foon. 

The  Europeans,  or  Franks,  refiding  in  Aleppo,  are 
chiefly  EngHlh  and  French.  Of  the  former  are  the 
conful,  tiie  chaplain,  chancellor,  phyfician,  ten  mer- 
chants, and  the  cheaux,  an  officer  of  ceremony,  the 
fame  with  one 'among  the  Turks  of  that  name,  who 
walks  before  the  conful  with  a  ftaff  tioped  with  filver; 
he  alfo  takes  care  of  the  letters,  and  is  employed  as  a 
mefienger.  The  French  have  a  conful,  and  the  other 
officers,  with  druggomen  of  their  own  nation,  and 
double  the  number  of  m.erchants  and  clerks.  Under 
the  prote6i:ion  of  the  French  are  likewife  three  con- 
vents in  the  city,  and  a  college  of  Jefuits.  The  Dutch 
have  a  conful  refiding  here,  but  no  other  perfon  of  that 
countrv.  There  are  alfo  a  few  Venetian  merchants  and 
Italian  Jews.  The  greateft:  part  of  the  European  mer- 
chants live  in  kanes,  in  the  principal  quarter  of  die 
city;  in  which  the  ground  floor  ferves  for  their  ware- 
houfes,  and  the  upper  ilory  is  fitted  up  for  their  dwel- 
lings, by  buildings  between  the  pillars  of  the  colonade, 
forming  a  long  corridore,  opening  on  which  are  a  num- 
ber of  rooms,  fo  that  they  miuch  refemble  cloyfbers ; 
and  as  thefe  merchants  are  unmarried,  and  their  com- 
munication with  the  people  of  the  country  is  almoft 
folely  on  account  of  trade,  their  way  of  life   greatly 
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refembles  the  monailic.  They  formerly  wore  the 
Turkiih  habit^,  retaining  only  the  hat  and  wig  by  the 
way  of  diilinclion  -,  but  of  late  years  the  far  greater 
part  of  them  continue  in  their  proper  drefs. 

The  few  black  cattle  near  the  city  are  chiefly  ufed 
for  the  plough,  or  in  drawing  water  for  the  gardens. 
Moil  of  thofe  employed  for  that  purpofe  are  very  large, 
with  remarkable  long  legs,  and  great  bellies.  The 
other  cattle  of  this  fpecies  are  fm.all,  and  all  in  general 
have  very  fhort  horns.  As  the  Turks  feldom  eat  beef, 
what  is  killed  is  chiefiy  for  the  Europeans,  who  have 
it  good  at  all  feafons,  particularly  in  fummer,  the  na- 
tives fcill  allowing  the  cattle  employed  to  tread  out  the 
corn,  to  eat  what  they  pleafe. 

There  are  abundance  of  buffaloes  in  fome  parts  of 
Syria,  but  near  Aleppo  very  few,  and  thofe  chiefiy 
kept  for  their  milk.  Mutton  is  plentiful,  fat  and  good, 
throughout  the  whole  year  >  and  lamb  is  to  be  had  in 
€very  feafon.  They  have  here  two  forts  of  Iheep;  the 
one  refembling  the  larger  kinds  in  Britain,  only  the 
tails  are  fomewhat  long-er  and  thicker :  the  others  are 
the  moil  numerous,  and  are  thofe  often  mentioned  by  tra- 
vellers on  account  of  their  extraordinary  tails,  which 
are  very  broad  and  large,  terminating  in  a  fmail  appen- 
dage that  turns  back  upon  it,  and  is  of  a  fubftance  be- 
tween fat  and  marrov/,  ulualiy  weighing  upwards  of 
fihttn  pounds ,  but  fuch  as  are  of  the  largeft  breed, 
and  have  been  fattened,  have  tails  that  fomietimes  weigh 
fifty  pounds.  As  incredible  as  this  may  feem,  it  is 
flri6tly  true.  Thofe  in  Aleppo  being  kept  up  in  yards, 
are  in  no  danger  of  injuring  their  tails ;  but  in  fome 
other  places,  where  they  feed  in  the  fields,  the  iliep- 
herds  are  obliged  to  fix  a  piece  of  thin  board  to  the 
under  part  of  the  tail,  to  prevent  its  being  torn  by  the 
bullies,  thiftlf  s,  and  rocks,  as  it  is  not  covered  under- 
neath vv'ith  thick  wool  like  the  upper  part;  and  fome 
have  fmall  v/heels  to  facilitate  the  dragging  of  this 
board  after  them  :  whence  tliey  have  been  faid  by  tra- 
vellers to  have  carts  to  carry  their  tails. 
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They  have  likewife  two  kinds  of  goats,  one  refem- 
bling  thofe  in  Britain,  and  the  other  as  remarkable  for 
the  length  of  their  ears,  as  the  above  mentioned  fheep 
for  the  iargenefs  of  their  tails,  Thefe  goats  are  fome- 
what  bigger  than  ours  ;  but  their  ears  are  often  a  foot 
long,  and  of  a  proportionable  breadth.  They  are  chief- 
ly kept  for  their  milk,  which  is  fweet  and  well  tailed. 
About  the  beginning  of  April  great  numbers  are 
brought  to  the  city,  which  are  every  morning  driven 
through  the  ftreets,  and  their  milk  fold  as  they  pafs^ 
till  September.  The  butter  and  cheefe  are  bad,  and 
and  made  indifcrimately  of  the  milk  of  cows,  bufialoes, 
fheeo  and  g-oats, 

-1  \D 

The  country  abounds  with  two  forts  of  antelopes,  of 
which  that  of  the  mountains  is  the  moft  beautiful :  its 
back  and  neck  are  of  a  dark  brown,  and  the  antelope 
of  the  plain  is  neither  fo  fwift  nor  fo  well  made ;  yet 
both  forts  are  fo  extremely  fleet,  that  the  greyhounds, 
though  very  good,  can  feldom  take  them,  unlefs  in  foft 
deep  ground. 

There  are  alfo  plenty  of  hares  ;  but  the  natives  are 
not  fond  of  them,  except  the  Arabs,  who  have  a  very 
extraordinary  method  of  drefTmg  them.  They  dig  a 
hole  in  the  earth,  which  they  fill  with  light  brulhwood, 
and  fet  it  on  fire :  when  thoroughly  lighted,  the  hair 
with  the  ikin  and  entrails,  juft  as  it  was  taken,  is 
thrown  into  it  -,  and  after  the  flame  has  ceafed,  they 
cover  up  the  hole  v/ith  the  loofe  earth  dug  out  of  it, 
which  at  firft  had  been  laid  round  the  edge  fo  as  to 
grow  hot.  Thus  it  is  left  till  they  judge  it  to  be  fufii- 
ciently  roafced ;  and  then,  throwing  a  handful  of  fait 
over  it,  they  eat  it  without  any  farther  dreffing. 

In  the  city  are  kept  a  few  tame  rabbits,  chiefly  for 
the  tables  of  the  Europeans ;  and  a  wild  hog  is  fome- 
times  brought  from  abroad,  which  is  eflieemed  by  the 
Engliih  as  a  great  rarity.  The  country  likewife  affords 
a  few  porcupines,  that  are  not  often  taflied  by  the  Eu- 
ropeans ;    and  there  are  land  turtle  and  frogs  in  great 
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abundance,  which   are  eaten  by  thofe  of  the  Romllh 
religion.  \ 

Of  the  beafts  of  burden  are  horfes,  affes,  mules, 
and  three  feveral  forts  of  camels. 

Among  the  rocky  hils  are  hyenas,  but  they  are  not 
fo  large  as  thofe  found  in  the  mountains.  Some  wri- 
ters have  reported,  that  this  animal  will  imitate  the 
human  voice,  and  even  learn  fome  of  the  Ihepherds 
names,  fo  as  to  call  them  out  and  devour  them.  But 
this  is  not  true  -,  for  they  are  fonder  of  the  flocks  than 
of  the  Ihepherd,  and  will  not  attack  men  but  in  their  own 
defence,  or  through  excefs  of  hunger  :  yet  they  ftill 
retain  the  charader  of  robbing  the  fepulchres,  when- 
ever they  have  aii  opportunity  of  doing  it. 

Yv'^olves  and  foxes  are  found  in  the  plains,  but  they 
are  fmailer  than  thofe  in  Europe;  and  jackals  are  in 
fuch  plenty  about  the  gardens,  that  every  evening  they 
pafs  in  full  cry  like  a  pack  of  hounds,  not  only  giving 
difcurbance  by  their  noife,  but  making  free  with  the 
poultry  and  other  provifions. 

Though  mount  Taurus  affords  fhelter  to  the  ounce, 
and  a  few  tygers  are  found  in  moft  of  the  high 
mountains :  though  the  lion  rages  on  the  banks  of  the 
Euphrates  between  Bagdad  and  Bafforah,  and  the  jer- 
boa in  the  defrrt,  and  perhaps  many  other  animals  in 
the  fame  places  ;  yet  our  author  prcpofmg  only  to  com- 
prehend the  parts  round  Aleppo,  thought  it  unneceiTary 
to  treat  of  them  here. 

Of  domeftic  fovds,  the  markets  of  Aleppo  are  fur- 
nifned  with  the  dunghill  cock  and  hen;  the  Bagdad 
fowl,  which  is  of  a  large  breed;  the  rumkin,  or  cock 
and  hen  without  rum.ps  ;  the  turkey,  goofe,  and  duck. 
Of  game,  there  are  in  the  river,  in  winter,  wdldgeefe, 
plenty  of  common  wild  ducks  and  mallards,  ieveral 
kinds  of  widgeon  the  water-hen,  water-rail,  coot, 
fpoonbill,  woodcock,  and  various  forts  of  teal,  v/ith 
which  the  tables  of  the  Europeans  are  fupplied.  In 
autumn  the  becca-figos  and  witwall  are  both  in  feafon, 
and  the   f n'mer  is  eilcemcd  a  great  delicacy.     There 
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are  here  aifo  many  other  forts  of  wild  fowl  in  the  other 
^feafons,  among  which  are  pigeons,  and  particularly 
I  the  carrier,  formerly  ufed  by  the  Europeans  for 
lexpeditioufly  conveying  the  news  of  a  lliip's  arrival 
Ut  Scandarooni  but  this  has  been  difufed  for  many 
years. 

'  The  pigeon  thus  employed  was  one  that  had  young 
at  Aleppo.  Upon  enquiring  into  the  method  of  train- 
ing them,  Mr.  RuiTel  was  told,  that  they  were  fent 
down  to  Scandaroon  in  an  open  cage,  and  as  foon  as 
let  go  they  would  fly  diredtly  to  Aleppo ;  but  others 
faid,  that  the  bird  was  brought  to  this  by  letting  it  re- 
turn from  fhorter  diftances  on  the  Scandaroon  road.- 
i\ll  agree,  that  if  the  pigeon  had  been  a  fortnight  at 
Scandaroon,  it  was  not  afterwards  to  be  trufted  to  fly 
back,  lefl:  it  fliould  have  forgot  its  young,  and  confe- 
quently  not  be  fo  eager  to  get  home.  A  fmall  piece 
of  paper,  with  the  ihip's  name,  day  of  arrival,  and  the 
imoft  material  circumflianccs,  contained  in  a  narrow 
compafs,  was  fixed  under  the  wing,  to  prevent  its  be- 
ing deilroyed  by  wet.  They  alfo  bathed  the  pigeon's 
feet  in  vinegar,  in  order  to  keep  them  cool,  that  it 
might  not  fettle  to  drink  or  wafh  itfelf,  which  w^ould 
have  defliroyed  the  paper.  An  Englifh  gentleman, 
who  remembered  this  pra6tifed,  faid  that  he  had  know^n 
one  of  them  arrive  in  two  hours  and  a  half. 

The  falcons  bred  to  the  taking  of  hares  and  ante- 
lopes are  of  two  kinds,  and  both  large  ;  but,  though 
:jcaught  wild,  they  train  them  in  a  few  days  to  fly  at  their 
prey.     For  antelope  hunting,  they  chufe  fuch  as  are 
ifierce  ;  thefe  are  taught  to  fix  on  the  cheek  of  the  ani- 
:mal,  which  retards  its  motion  till  the  greyhounds  come 
,up.     But  for  hunting  the  hare,  they  prefer  fuch  falcons 
jas  are  not  difpofed  to  fix  upon  her,  but  by  repeated 
buffeting  on  the  head,  and   rifing  in  the  air  between 
"ach  blow,  they  retard  the  hare  till  an  ordinary  grey- 
.bound  can  feize  her. 
*i    VOL.  V.  A  a 
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They  have  here  a  fmall  hawk  of  the  fize  of  a  pigeon, 
but  fo  tierce  that  it  will  fly  at  any  thing,  and  will  often 
take  the  largefl  eagles,  of  which  there  are  plenty  in 
this  country.  They  were  formerly  trained  to  feize  the 
eagle  under  the  Vv^ing,  by  which  means  depriving  him 
of  the  ufe  of  it,  they  would  both  fall  to  the  ground  to- 
gether:  but  their  prefent  method  is  to  feize  him  on  the 
back  betv»/een  the  two  Vv^ings,  which  has  the  fame  ef- 
fe6t  y  but  bringing  him  down  more  flowly,  gives  the 
falconer  time  to  come  into  the  hawk's  alTifcance ;  ir 
which  if  he  is  not  very  expeditious,  the  hawk  is  in  ei- 
ther cafe  fpcedily  torn  to  pieces. 

Befides  the  birds  for  food  and  fport,  the  country  alf( 
produces  the  black  vulture,  a  few  pelicans,  the  fcork 
the  owj,  a  kind  of  jay,  whofe  feathers  are  beautifull^ 
variegated  with  blue,  green,  and  brown ;  two  forts  o 
the  crane,  one  a  fine  bird,  which  the  natives  oftc] 
tame  in  their  houfes,  and  court-yards  ;  the  heron,  th 
flamingo,  the  cormorant,  the  black-cap,  a  Ibrt  of  gulls 
which  are  in  great  numbers  about  the  city  all  the  win 
ter,  and  fo  tame  that  the  women  call  them  from  th 
terraces,  throwing  up  pieces  of  bread,  w^hich  the 
catch  in  the  air  j  and  many  otliers,  befides  a  variety  c 
finging  birds. 

Of  the  reptiles  and  infe6l:s>  the  country  abound 
with  ferpents  of  various  kinds,  many  of  them  of  th 
moil  venomous  nature  •,  but  as  they  all  fly  from  man,  an  . 
xh€^  barrenncfs  of  the  fields  in  fummer,  the  only  feafc 
in  v/hich  they  are  abroad,  there  is  but  little  danger  c 
treading  upon  them  by  accident.  However,  in  tb 
houfes  are  often  found  large  v^hite  fnakes  ;  but  our  au 
thor  never  knew  any  one  bit  by  them.  The  fcolopen 
dra  and  fcorpion,  indeed,  often  fling  the  natives  inthei, 
houfes,  which  caufes  pain  for  feveral  hours,  attende 
with  no  other  bad  confequences*  Various  kinds  ( 
lizards  are  found  over  the  Vv^hoie  country,  and  in  th 
gardens  are  tree-frogs.  But  toads  are  fcarcely  ever  fee 
at  Aleppo,  though  they  are  common  upon  tht  coaft.  U 
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Locufts  fometimes  appear  in  fuch  incredible  multi- 
j  tudes,  as  to  deftroy  ali  the  verdure  wherever  they  pafs  : 
but  there  are  every  fpring  and  fummer  fome  ot  tv/o  or 
three  different  fpecies  to  be  met  with  about  Aleppo, 
none  of  thefe  defbruclive  fwarnis  nappened  v^hile  our 
author  was  in  that  city.  The  Arabs  eat  thofe  infects 
when  frelh,  and  alfo  fafc  them  up  as  a  delicacy. 

Of  the  infedis  of  ufe  there  are  only  the  bees,  which 

produce  excellent  honey,  and  the  filk  worm.     There 

is,  indeed,  but  little  filk  produced  near  Aleppo ;  but) 

I  that  being  the  market  to  which  it  is  brought  from  all 

I  parts  of  Syria,  great  quantities  are  annually  lent  from 

■  thence  to  Britain. 

With  refpecb  to  the  vegetables  of  this  country,  Tur- 
key wheat,  barley,  cotton,  lentils,  beans,  cicerSj  Turkey 
millet,  a  green  kidney  bean,  m.uili-m.elons,  water- 
:  melons,  a  fmall  cucumber,  baiiard  faifron,  hemp,  and 
feverai  others,  they  low  in  the  fields  3  but  about  Alep- 
po they  fow  no  oats,  their  horfes  being  all  fed  with 
barlev. 

The  harveft  commences  with  the  barley  about  the 
beginning  of  May,  and  both  that  and  the  wheat  arc 
generally  all  reaped  by  the  tv^^entieth  of  that  month. 
As  foon  as  it  is  cut  down,  or  rather  plucked  up,  Vv/hich 
is  the  mod  ufual  way,  it  is  carried  up  to  a  neighbour- 
ing fpot  of  hard  even  ground,  where  it  is  feparated  from 
the  hufe  by  a  machine  like  a  fiedge,  which  runs  upon 
two  or  three  rollers,  drawn  by  horfes,  cows,  or  alfes. 
In  thefe  rollers  are  fixed  low  iron  wheels  notched  like 
the  teeth  of  a  faw,  and  pretty  fliarp,  at  once  cutting 
the  fiiraw,  and  feparating  the  grain.  Their  granaries 
are  fubterraneous  caverns,  the  entry  to  which  is  by  a 
fmall  hole  like  a  well,  often  in  the  highway ;  and  as 
they  are  commonly  left  open  when  empty,  they  render 
it  not  a  little  dangerous  riding  in  th<t  night  near  the 
viliao-es. 

o 

Near  the  city  tobacco  is  planted  only  in  the  gardens  ; 
but  near  the  villages,  at  about  ten  or  fifteen  rniies  dif- 
tance,  a  large  quantity  is  plantevi  in  the  fields  3  and  all 
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the  hills  from  Shogre  to  Latachia  produce  fuch  plenty 
ot  it,  that  this  vegetable  is  no  inconfiderable  branch  of 
trade,  particularly  with  Egypt. 

The  olives  produced  about  the  city  are  little  more 
than  fuffiicient  to  ferve  the  inhabitants  for  pickling. 
But  at  Ediib,  about  thirty  miles  to  the  fouth-weft,  and 
at  the  neighbouring  villages,  their  large  plantations 
afford  abundance  of  oil,  with  v/hich,  and  the  afhes 
brought  by  the  Arabs  from  the  defart,  a  great  quan- 
tity of  foap  is  annually  made  both  at  Aleppo  and 
Edlib. 

The  vineyards  round  the  city  produce  pretty  good 
grapes  -,  but  the  wine  made  by  the  Chriftians  and  Jew^ 
is  produced  from  grapes,  and  alfo  raifins  brought  fron^ 
fome  diilance.  From  the  rainns  alfo,  when  mixed 
with  annifeeds,  is  drawn  a  flrong  fpirit,  to  which  they 
give  the  name  of  arrack  ^  and  of  this  the  Chriftians 
and  Jews  drink  pretty  freely.  The  infpiiTa ted  juice  of 
the  grape  is  brought  to  the  city  in  fkins,  and  fold  in 
iht  public  markets;  it  has  the  appearance  of  coarfe  ho- 
ney, and  is  of  a  fweet  tafte. 

Of  the  fruits  of  this  country,  there  are  only  two  or 
three  forts  of  apples,  and  thofe  very  bad.  They  have 
cherries,  apricots,  peaches;  indifferent  good  pears, 
quinces,  pomegranates  of  three  forts,  mulberries, 
oranges,  lemons ;  figs  of  four  kinds,  v/alnuts,  hazel- 
nuts, piftachio  nuts,  &:c.  Thefe  trees  are  all  ftan- 
dards  planted  promifcuoufly,  and  little  improved  by  f 
culture. 

The  country  alfo  produces  feveral  kinds  of  foreft  i 
trees,  as  the  plane,  the  white  poplar,  the  horn-beam, 
a  very  few  oaks,  the  afh,  the  tamarifk,  the  turpentine- 
tree,  and  many  others. 

There  are  here  iikev;ife  a  great  variety  of  garden 
plants  and  flowers,  which  render  the  country  extremely 
pleafant  in  fpring,  before  the  great  heats  have  fcorched  | 
them  up,  and  after  the  fiicceeding  rains  have  revived 
jLJieir  beauties. 


THE 


T    R    A    V 


OF       THE 

AMBASSADORS  FROM  THE  DUKE  OF 
HOLSTEIN 

I    X-J     T    O 

MUSCOVr,  TAP^TART,   AND  PEP..  SI  A, 


Containing  a  defcription  of  the  cities  tlirougli  which  they  pafTed, 
of  the  manners,  cuftoms,  and  religious  ceremonies  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thofe  Empires,  and  a  particular  account  of  the  carious 
events  that  took  place  during  their  journey. 


REDERIC  Duke  of  Holilein,  after  the  build- 
ing of  the  city  of  Frederickftadt,  refolved  to  fettle  the 
fiik  trade  there  -,  and  as  filk  v/as  then  brought  by  land 
from  Perfia  by  the  way  of  Mofcovy^,  he,  in  the  year 
1633,  appointed  Philip  Crufius,  his  Privy  Councellor, 
and  Otto  Brugman,  a  merchant  of  Flamburg,  his  Am- 
baffadors  to  the  Czar  and  to  the  Sophi.  As  their  firil 
voyage  to  Ruffia  is  but  little  interefting  or  inftruflive, 
v/e  ihall  here  omit  it,  and  to  proceed  to  tlie  ^tcond:,  m 
which  they  fet  fail  from  Flamburgh,  with  a  numerous 
rennue,  on  the  ii^t  of  06lober  1635;  ^^^  meeting 
with  feveral  ftorms,  and  at  lad  finding  it  impoffibie  to 
fave  the  fhip,  the  AmbaiTadors,  with  fome  of  their 
retinue,  were  on  the  8  th  of  November,  carried  alhore 
to  the  ifland  of  Hogland.  However,  all  the  men,  the 
greateil  part  of  the  goods,  and  feven  horfes  wtrt  faved^ 
their  chief  lofs  being  a  clock  valued  at  loool.  R-erlinp-, 
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which  was  broken  to  pieces  by  the  horfes  ftruggling  to 
£:et  loofe. 

They  now  Ilieltered  themfelves  in  fome  miferablc 
cottages  inhabited  byLivonians,  where  they  dried  their 
clothes  i  but  their  provifions  being  either  loft  or  fpoil- 
ed  by  the  lea-water,  they  were  under  the  greateft  ap- 
prehenfions  of  being  reduced  to  feed  on  the  bark  of 
trees,  as  had  been  the  cafe  of  fome  who  had  been  forced 
to  winter  in  that  ifland.  They,  hov>rever  fuppUed  their 
prefent  neceffities  with  what  little  bifcuit  they  had 
favcd,  which  being  foaked  in  fait  water  they  boiled  in 
frelli,  and  putting  in  fome  fennel  and  cumiiiin  feed 
they  made  it  into  pottage ;  and  fometimxs  they  had 
the  happinefs  of  catching  a  few  firn. 

The  iHe  of  Hoo-iand,  which  is  fo  named  from  its 
height,  may  be  feen  at  a  great  diftance  at  fea.  It  is 
about  three  leagues  in  length,  and  one  in  breadth,  and 
is  covered  with  rocks,  fir-trees  and  chorns. 

On  the  17th  the  AmbaiTadors  prevailed  on  two 
nihing- boats  to  tranfport  them  to  the  continent,  w^ith 
five  attendants  in  each :  but  it  being  tv/elve  leagues 
over,  they  had  fcarce  failed  five,  v/hen  the  wind  turn- 
ing againft  them,  they  with  much  diniculty  perfuaded 
the  fiiliermen  not  to  return  back,  but  to  land  them  on 
an  illand,  w^hich  they  reached  before  night,  where  they 
were  obliged  to  fup  upon  a  piece  of  Milan  cheefe: 
however,  the  next  day,  after  fuifering  feverai  fquals  of 
vv^ind,  they  landed  in  the  province  of  Eftonia.  Four 
days  after,  two  barks  being  forced  in  Hogland  by  flrefs 
cf  weather,  thofe  who  had  been  left  there  took  tirls 
opportunity  of  being  carried  v/ith  the  remdning  bag- 
gage and  horfes  to  the  continent,  v/here  they  fafely  ar- 
rived on  the  24th,  and  after  having  fraid  fome  days  to 
refreih  themfelves,  proceeded  from  thence  to  Revel, 
which  they  reached  on  the  fccond  of  December. 

Revel  is  a  port  town  of  Livonia,  and  the  capital  of 
Efionia,  or  Eafl  Land.  It  is  fituated  in  24^  eaft  lon- 
gitude, and  in  59^  north  latitude,  upon  the  fouth  en- 
trance of  the  Gulph  of  Finland.     It  is  a  large  city,  and 
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as  it  has  one  of  the  moil  commodious  harbours  in  the 
Baltic,  was  for  above  300  years  a  member  of  the 
Hanfeatic  League.  The  caftie  is  built  upon  a  rock, 
and  is  furrounded  by  precipices  on  all  fides,  except 
towards  the  city.  The  inhabitants  profefs  the  Lutheran 
rehgion,  and  their  ecciefiailicai  affairs  are  managed  by 
a  Confiilory  and  Superintendant.  Their  political  con- 
ftitution  is  democraticaii  the  magiftrate  being  obliged 
in  affairs  of  moment  to  take  the  advice  of  the  chief  men 
of  all  the  corporations. 

Livonia  is  bounded  by  the  Gulph  of  Finland  on  the 
north ;  by  Ingria  and  Great  Novogorod  on  the  eaft  ; 
by  Lithuania  and  Courland  on  the  fouth ;  and  by  the 
Baltic  on  the  weft.  It  is  about  160  miles  long,  and 
i2cbroadj  and  is  ufualiy  divided  into  Eftonia,  and 
Lettenland  or  Lefticia.  Its  chief  towns  are  Revel, 
Narva,  and  Riga,  v/hich  have  all  good  harbours.  Li~ 
vonia  abounds  in  all  forts  of  grain,  and  more  particu- 
larly in  v\^heat,  the  grounds  having  been  much  improved 
and  fitted  for  tillage  by  fetting  the  great  forefts  on  fire, 
the  afhes  of  which  have  enrichened  the  foil.  They 
have  alfo  abundance  of  cattle  and  fowl,  v/hich  are  much 
cheaper  here  than  in  Germany ;  a  hare  being  fold  for 
four-pence,  and  a  heath-cock  for  fix-pence. 

The  inhabitants  of  Livonia  were  involved  in  the 
darknefs  of  Paganifm  till  the  twelfth  century,  and  moft 
of  them  are  ftill  fo  addicted  to  their  pagan  fuperfti- 
tions,  as  fcarce  to  deferve  the  name  of  Chriilians.  The 
ordinary  women  of  Eftonia  wear  their  petticoats  with- 
out plaits,  and  on  their  backs  have  little  brafs  chains, 
with  counters  of  the  fame  metal  hanging  at  the  ends. 
Thofe  who  have  the  ambition  to  appear  in  a  high  rank, 
have  a  necklace  of  plates  offilver,  of  thefize  of  crown 
or  half-crow^n  pieces,  but  no  thicker  than  the  back  of 
a  knife ;  and  upon  the  bread  hangs  one  as  large  as  a 
trencher.  Both  men  and  women  are  clothed  either 
in  courfe  woollen  ftuff  or  linen,  and  their  fliocs  are  ei- 
ther of  the  bark  of  trees,  or  of  raw  leather.  Maids  wear 
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nothing  on  their  heads,  but  let  their  hair  hang  carelefsly 
like  men. 

The  ceremonies  after  marriage  are  peculiar  tothem- 
felvesj  for  if  a  country  fellow  marries  one  of  another 
town  or  village,  he  goes  thither  on  horfeback,  fets  her 
behind  him,  and  makes  her  clafp  him  round  with  her 
right  arm,  holding  in  his  hand  a  ftick  cleft  at  the  end 
with  a  piece  of  brafs  money  in  it,  which  he  gives  to  him 
v/ho  opens  a  wicket,  through  which  he  is  to  pafs.  Be- 
fore him  rides  a  perfon  playing  on  a  bagpipe,  and  two 
of  his  friends  v/ith  naked  fv/ords,  who  ftrike  v/ith  them 
twice  ao-ainft  the  door  of  the  houfe  where  the  marriage 
is  to  be  confummated.  As  foon  as  the  bridegroom  is 
feated,  one  of  the  fwords  is  iluck  in  a  beam  over  his 
head,  to  prevent  the  effe6t  of  charms,  for  which  pur- 
pofe  the  bride  alfo  fcatters  many  little  pieces  of  red 
cloth  on  the  road,  efpecially  at  the  crofs  ways,  and  up- 
on the  graves  of  fuch  children  as  have  died  without 
baptifm,  who  are  commonly  buried  on  the  high- way. 
The  bride  fits  at  table  with  a  veil  over  her  face  ;  and 
before  the  guefts  have  been  long  feated,  they  both  rife 
and  go  to  bed,  but  return  about  two  hours  after,  and 
fit  down  with  the  reft.  The  feaft  is  concluded  with 
dancing  and  drinking,  till  they  .fall  down  upon  the 
floor. 

To  this  account  of  Livonia  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
embafly,  let  it  be  added,  that  dreadful  were  the  cala- 
mities iuffered  by  this  fertile  country  in  the  beginning 
of  the  prefent  century  -,  for  while  the  Ruffians  and 
Swedes  v/ere  contending  for  its  dominion,  the  Czar 
Peter  the  Great,  fearing  that  he  fhould  be  unable  to 
keep  the  poffefiion  of  that  part  he  had  taken  from  the 
Swedes,  fufFered  the  Calmucks  and  other  Tartars  in 
his  army,  to  commit  unparalleled  barbarities ;  and  af- 
terwards, when  he  had  conquered  the  whole  country, 
obferving  that  the  natives  v/ere  fonder  of  their  old  maf- 
ters  than  of  the  Ruffians,  he  cruelly  compelled  the  in- 
habitants to  abandon  the  place  of  their  nativity,  driv- 
ing multitudes  of  them  in  chains  to  the  confines  of  the 
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Cafpian  fea.  The  Czarina  Catharine,  who  was  born 
in  Livonia,  afterwards  prevailed  on  him  torecal  them^ 
but  mofi:  of  them  perifhed  before  the  publication  of  the 
cdi6t :  and  other  Ruffian  nations  being  introduced  here, 
it  remains  in  the  pofleffion  of  Elizabeth  the  prefent 
Czarina. 

But  to  proceed:  A  page  who  had  been  fent  to  Got- 
torp  for  new  credentials,  and  one  of  the  interpreters 
who  had  been  difpatched  to  Mofcow  with  an  account  of 
the  fhipwreck  of  the  ambaifadors,  being  returned,  they 
fent  their  baggage  in  thirty- one  fledges,  and  a  few  days 
after  followed  them.  On  the  fifth  of  March  they  ar- 
rived at  Narva,  a  large  city  and  port  of  Livonia,  fitu- 
ated  in  the  diftri6t  of  Ailentaken,  upon  the  river  Narva, 
which  rifes  out  of  the  lake  Piepus,  and  two  leagues  be- 
low the  town  falls  into  the  Gulph  of  Finland.  About 
half  a  league  above  this  town  is  a  cataraft,  the  waters 
of  which  break  with  luch  violence  upon  the  rocks, 
that  a  kind  of  dewy  cloud  rifmg  up  high  into  the  air, 
affords,  in  a  fun-fliiny  day,  the  appearance  of  a  rain- 
bow. This  river  divides  Livonia  from  RulTia.  There 
is  a  ftrong  caftle  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  river  as  the 
town,  and  on  the  other  fide  is  the  caftle  of  Juanogorod, 
built  by  the  Mufcovites  on  a  fleep  rock,  which  forms 
a  kind  of  peninfula.  Betwixt  Revel  and  Narva  are 
abundance  of  bears  and  wolves,  v/hich  are  very  dan- 
gerous in  winter,  when  the  ground  is  covered  with 
fnow. 

They  left  Narva  on  the  7th  of  March;  and  having 
received  news  on  the  9th,  while  they  v/ere  at  Orlin, 
that  the  Ruffian  Priflaff  waited  for  them  on  the  fron- 
tiers, they  immediately  fet  out  to  meet  him,  and  hav- 
ing travelled  about  a  league,  found  him  in  a  wood,  at- 
tended by  twenty-four  Strelitzers  and  ninety  Hedges* 
The  Priflaff  no  fooner  perceived  the  AmbaQadors 
alighting,  but  he  came  out  of  his  fledge,  clothed  in 
a  veft  of  flowered  velvet,  with  a  gold  chain  acrofs  his 
breaft,  his  upper  garment  being  lined  with  fables.  Tliey 
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advanced  (lowly  to  meet  each  other,  till  coming  up  to- 
gether, the  Ambailadors  pulled  off  their  hats,  when, 
the  Priftaft  cried,  AmibalTadors  be  uncovered  -,  and  be- 
ing told  that  he  faw  they  were  fo>  he  began  to  read  his. 
paper..  "  Knez  Peter  Alexiovv^itz  Repuin,  Waywode 
"  of  Novogorod,  has  fent  me  an  order  from  the  Great 
"  Lord  Czar,  and  Grand  Duke,  &c.  to  receive  the 
"  AmbalTadors  Philip  Crufius  and  Otto  Brugman,  and 
"  to  accommodate  you  with  horfes,  carriages,  provi- 
*^'  fions,  and  ail  other  neceiTaries  for  the  continuation  of 
"  your  iourney  to  Novogorod,  and  thence  to  Mof- 
'^  cow." 

The  ambailadors  returned  him  thanks,  and  he  hav- 
ing given  them  the  precedency,  accompanied  them  to 
Novogorod,  which  is  forty  German  leagus  from  Narva. 
They  arrive  there  on  the  nth,  when  the  PriftafF took 
the  precedency  of  the  ambaffadors,  for  which  he  had 
received  exprefs  orders  from,  the  Waywode  of  Novo- 
gorod., 

This  city  is  fituated  in  a  fpacious  plain,  upon  the  ri- 
ver WolcofF,  which  rifmg  from  the  lake  of  limen,  hali 
a  league  above  the  city,  and  croiTmg  the  lake  of  La- 
doga, is  augmented  by  the  river  Niova,  and  difcharges 
itfelf  into  the  gulph  of  Finland.  It  abounds  in  all  forts 
of  fifli,  but  efpecially  in  bream.  The  city  v>/as  for- 
merly governed  by  its  own  prince,  who  was  indepen- 
dent of  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy.  Here  the  Hanfe  towns 
had  their  office  ;  for  the  river  being  navigable  from  its 
fource,  and  the  country  round  about  abounding  in  ho- 
ney, flax,  hemp,  wheat,  wax,  and  RufTi a  leather,  which 
is  better  dreifed  here  than  in  any  other  part  of  Mufcovy^ 
this  became  the  chief  trading  city  of  all  x\\t  north ;  ii 
being  anciently  a  proverb.  Who  can  oppofe  God  anc 
the  great  city  of  Novogorod  ?  Indeed  from,  the  numbei 
of  its  fteeples,  and  the  rains  of  the  walls,  it  fufhciently 
appears,  that  it  was  of  much  larger  extent  than  at  pre- 
fent,  and  with  great  propriety  obtained  the  name  o 
Novogorod  Veliki,  or  Novogorod  the  great.. 
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The  caftie,  which  is  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  is 
die  refidence  of  tlie  governor,  and  is  joined  to  the  city 
by  a  bridge.  Oppoiite  to  the  caftle  is  the  monaftery 
of  St.  Anthony,  who,  the  Mufcovites  pretend,  caine 
from  Rome  dov7n  the  Tiber,  and  then  failing  over  the 
feas  upon  a  mill-ftone,  came  up  the  river  to  Novogo- 
Tod.  They  alfo  fay,  that  meeting  with  fome  fifliernien 
in  this  river,  he  agreed  v/ith  them  for  the  firil  draught 
they  llhould  take  j  which  proving  a  cheil  of  prieil's 
veiiments,  books,  and  money,  he  bellowed  the  lait  in 
building  a  chapel,  where  he  lies  interred ;  and  many 
miracles  are  faicl  to  be  wrought  there  by  his  body.  The 
pilgrims  have  been  fo  liberal  in  their  gifts  to  this  cha- 
pel, that  a  great  monaftery  has  been  creeled  near  it. 
la  the  chapel  they  fhew  a  mill-ftone,  faid  to  be  that 
upon  which  St.  Anthony  performed  his  voyage. 

While  they  were  at  Novogorod,  the  governor  and 
others  made  them  feveral  prefents  of  refrefhments,  in 
return  for  which  the  ambaffadors  prefented  the  gover- 
nor with  a  coacli.  Having  fcaid  in  this  city  five  days, 
they  proceeded  forward  on  the  i6th  of  March^  and  on 
the  23d  reached  Twer,  when  the  fnov/  beginning  to 
rneit,  they  left  their  fledges,  and  travelled  fix  leagues 
upon  the  Volga  to  Gorodna  ;  and  then  the  ice  begin- 
ning to  give  way,  they  continued  their  journeyby  land, 
till  they  arrived  at  Nicola  Darebna,  within  two  leagues 
of  Mofcov/,  w^here  they  received  the  Czar's  orders  for 
their  entry,  v/hich  was  made  the  next  dav  in  the  fol- 
iowMig  order. 

In  the  front  marched  twenty-fjur  ColTacks,  v/ho  had 
huherro  been  their  guard  i  then  the  ftcward  to  the  am- 
bailadors  ;  nexr  followed  their  oaicers  and  gentlemen, 
three  abreaft  5  then  three  trumpeters,  with  filver  trum- 
pets ;  then  fix  carabineers,  follov/ed  by  the  ambaiTaaors 
in  two  fledges,  with  fix  partizans  on  both  fides.  The 
Pledges  were  fbllowcd  by  the  pages;  then  came  the  reil 
ot  the  tram  on  horfeback,  and  afterwards  the  bag:;aQ^e. 

Being  come  within  half  a  league  of  the  city,  tht-y 
were  met  by  le  vera!  companies  of  Mufcovites,  lartars. 


196       TRAVELS  OF  THE  KOLSTEIN  AMBASSADORS 

and  Germans,  who  having  taken  a  view  of  them,  re- 
turned to  the  city ;  and  foon  after  feveral  troops  of 
Mufcovite  horfe  advancing,  encompafied  them  on  all 
fides,  and  proceeded  with  them  towards  Mofcow.  At 
the  difrance  of  about  an  Englifh  mile  from  the  o;ates 
they  were  met  by  two  PriflafFs  followed  by  the  czar's 
mailer  of  the  horfe,  with  twenty  white  led  horfes,  and 
a  great  number  of  attendants.  They  were  no  fooner 
come  within  twenty  paces  of  the  ambafTadors,  but  they 
let  them  know  that  they  muft  alight  and  come  to 
them,  and  would  not  leave  their  fledges,  nor  uncover 
themfelves,  till  the  arnbalTadors  had  done  both  j  for 
if  the  Priftaffs  had  negledled  thefe  pun6i:ilios,  they 
would  not  only  have  been  turned  out  of  their  places, 
but  have  been  feverely  whipt  or  cudgelled.  The  Prif- 
taiTs  then  complimented  the  ambaffadors  in  the  name 
of  the  czar,  and  letting  them  know  that  he  had  granted 
them  the  favour  of  making  their  entry  upon  his  own 
horfes,  the  czar's  mafber  of  the  horfe  prefented  two  very 
fine  white  horfes  for  the  ambafiadors,  and  twelve  more 
for  the  principal  perfons  of  their  train.  Upon  which 
they  were  conducted  through  a  double  file  of  Strelitzers 
to  a  ilone  houfe  near  the  caflrle,  and  having  entered 
their  lodgings,  a  variety  of  meats  and  drinks  were  im- 
mediately brought  them  from  the  czar's  kitchen  and 
cellar.  Afterwards  their  daily  allowance  was  fixed,  and 
the  doors  of  their  houfe  guarded  by  a  corporal  and  nine 
Strelitzers,  till  they  had  their  firfi:  audience. 

On  the  3d  of  April  they  were  conducted  to  their  firft 
public  audience  through  a  body  of  Strelitzers,  who  had 
made  a  lane  from  their  houfe  to  the  caftie.  After  this 
audience,  which  only  confided  in  comipliments  of  thanks 
to  the  czar,  they  returned  to  their  lodgings,  and  it  be- 
ing Lent,  one  of  the  czar's  carvers  followed  them  with 
forty  diflies  of  fried  and  boiled  fifn,  and  twelve  forts  of 
liquor  for  their  drinking  :  in  return,  the  ambaffadors 
made  the  carver  aprefent  of  a  piece  of  gilt  plate,  and 
gave  two  crowns  to  each  of  the  perfons  who  carried 
fhe  fifn  and  liquor. 
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On  the  9th  of  April  they  had  a  conference  with  the 
czar's  commillioners,  andthe  loth,  being  Palm  Sunday, 
they  having  exprefied  their  defire  of  feeing  the  annual  pro- 
cefiion,  in  which  the  Mufcovites  reprelent  the  entrance 
of  our  Saviour  into  Jerufalem,  horfes  were  fent  to  car- 
ry them  and  their  retinue  to  a  place  near  the  caflle-gate, 
where  two  fmall  theatres  were  eredled  for  that  purpofe  j 
one  for  them,  and  the  other  for  the  Perfian  ambaffadofi 
who  fat  behind  them. 

After  the  fervice  was  performed  in  our  Lady's 
church,  the  Czar  and  Patriarch  came  from  thence  out 
of  the  caflle  in  the  following  order.  Firft  appeared  a 
boarded  chariot,  which  was  very  large,  but  low,  draw- 
ing after  it  a  tree,  on  vvhich  hung  many  apples,  figs,  and 
grapes,  and  within  it  four  little  boys  with  furplices  fing- 
ine:  Hofanna.  Then  came  a  confiderable  number  of 
Priefts  in  rneir  furplices  and  copes,  with  banners,  croiT- 
es,  and  pidiures  failened  to  long  poles;  fome  of  them 
ringing,  and  others  calling  incenfe  among  the  people. 
TiiCy  were  followed  by  the  Czar's  Fadtors,  and  thefe 
by  the  Biakin,  Clerk,  Secretaries,  Knez,  and  Boyars, 
v/ith  branches  of  palm  in  their  hands  -,  after  whom  came 
the  Czar  himfelf,  with  a  crown  on  his  head,  and  moft 
magnificently  dreffed ;  fupported  by  his  two  principal 
counfellors  of  ilate,  and  leading  by  the  bridle  the  patri- 
arch's horfe,  which  was  covered  v/ith  cloth,  and  drefTed 
up  like  an  afs.  The  patriarch  had  a  white  round  fattin 
cap  adorned  with  pearls,  and  about  it  a  very  rich  coro- 
net i  and  in  his  right  hand  he  carried  a  crofs  richly  let 
with  diamonds,  with  which  he  gave  his  benedi6tion  to 
the  fpedlators.  He  was  furrounded  by  fome  Metropo- 
litans and  biiliops,  and  followed  by  a  great  number  of 
priefls  with  books  and  cenfers  in  their  hands.  Fifty 
boys  were  feen  to  leave  their  red  caflbcks  on  the  ground, 
while  others  fpread  pieces  of  cloth  of  an  ell  fquare, 
along  the  way  vv^here  the  procelFion  pafTed. 

The  czar  being  come  oppofite  the  theatre  where 
the  two  ambaffadors  were  placed,  flopped  and  fent  his 
interpreter  to  enquire  after  their  health,  and  (laid  till 
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till  their  anfwer  was  brought  him.  The  proceffion 
then  proceeded  to  the  church,  and  having  continued 
there  about  half  an  hour,  returned  back  to  the  cailie. 
The  patriarch  is  obliged  to  prefent  the  czar  with  a  purfe 
of  400  crowns,  for  the  honour  he  does  him  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  on  leading  the  horfe  on  which  he  rides.  This 
ceremony  is  obferved  on  the  fame  day  throughout  all 
Mufcovy,  the  governors  of  the  provinces  and  the  Me- 
tropolitans fupplyingthe  places  of  the  czar  and  patriarch. 

On  the  17  th  of  April  the  ambaifadors  faw  them  cele- 
brate Eafter  day  with  great  rejoicings,  which  chieily 
coijfift  in  feafting  and  debauchery,  the  public  houfes 
being  filled  in  the  day,  and  the  itreets  at  night,  with 
drunken  people,  as  VvtII  ecclefiaitics  as  laics  of  both 
fexes.  On  this  day  many  fell  painted  eggs,  which  for 
fourteen  days  after  the  Mufcovites  fend  as  prcfents  to 
their  friends,  and  if  during  this  time  they  happen  to 
meet,  they  kifs  with  this  falutation,  Chriftes  vv^os  chrefl, 
that  is,  Chriil  is  rifen :  to  which  the  others  anfwer, 
"Woft  in  wos  chreft.  Truly  he  is  rifen  :  w^hen  he  that 
kilTes  firil,  prefents  an  egg  to  the  other,  which,  as  well 
as  the  kifs,  nobody,  ofwhatfex,  age,  or  quality  foe - 
ver,  dares  to  refufc.  The  czar  himfelf  prefents  fuch 
cg;gs  to  his  principal  lords ;  and  on  Eafter  day,  before 
he  f^oes  to  church,  he  vifits  the  prifons,  and  orders  an 
eo-o-  and  fomc  fneep-ilcin  fur  to  be  o-iven  to  each  of  the 
prifoners,  telling  them  that  this  is  a  day  of  rejoicing, 
fmct  Chrlft  v/ho  died  for  their  fins  is  now  rifen  again. 

The  two  ambaifadors  had  afterwards  feveral  confer- 
ences with  the  czar's  commiffioners.  After  v/hich  he 
went  into  the  country,  and  on  the  15th  returned  v/idi 
t]\t  czarina,  attended  by  a  great  retinue  of  lords  and  la- 
dies, am.ong  whom  ;^G  maids  of  honour  rode  aftride  on 
horfeback  cloathed  in  red  with  white  hats  on  their  heads. 
fcarves  of  the  fame  colour  about  their  necks,  and  their 
faces  very  indelicately  painted. 

On  the  20th  of  June  the  ambaifadors  received  notice 
by  the  priflaff,  that  they  v/ere  at  liberty  to  continue 
their  journey  into  Perfia  whenever  they  pkafed,  and 


THROUGH  MUSCOVY  INTO  PERSIA.  199 

at  their  return  they  ihould  have  the  honour  of  kiffing 
his  majefty's  hand,  and  of  receiving  an  anfwer  to  their 
credentials.  Accordingly  they  made  all  neceflary  pre- 
parations for  their  departure  -,  provided  themfelves  with 
boats  to  carry  them  to  Nifa,  and  with  the  czar's  per- 
miffion,  took  three  lieutenants,  four  ferjeants,  and 
twenty- three  common  foldiers,  who  were  Scots  and 
Germans,  and  belonged  to  his  guards,  into  their  fcrvice, 
to  protedl  them  againft  the  T^artars  upon  the  Volga : 
they  alfo  hired  fome  Mufcovites  for  their  ordinary 
fervants. 

Mufcovy  receives  its  name  from  the  river  Mofca  or 
Mofcowa,  which  arifing  in  the  province  of  Twer  di- 
vides the  fuburb  called  Strelitza  Slavoda  from  the  city 
of  Mofcow,  and  after  joining  the  river  Occa  near  Co- 
lumna,  falls  into  the  Volga.  It  is  fituated  in  the  very 
heart  of  Mufcovy,  and  contains  about  40,000  houfes,, 
all  of  which,  except  thofe  belonging  to  the  great  lords 
and  rich  merchants,  are  built  of  wood,  and  ommonly 
covered  v/ith  the  bark  of  trees,  upon  which  turf  is  fome- 
times  laid.  This  manner  of  building  renders  them  ve- 
ry fubjedl  to  take  lire,  fo  that  there  fcarce  pafTes  a 
month  but  fome  entire  iiteets  are  reduced  to  afhes^  but 
to  remedy  this  inconvenience,  they  may  buy  new  hou- 
fes  ready  made  at  an  eafy  rate. 

The  iireets  of  Mofcow  are  very  broad  :  but  the  leafc 
rain  renders  them  fo  extremely  dirty,  that  they  would 
be  fcarce  pafiable,  w^ere  it  not  for  large  beams  laid  to- 
gether, which  form  a  kind  of  bridges . 

In  order  to  give  a  m.ore  perfe6t  view  of  this  city,  it: 
is  proper  to  obferve,  that  it  is  divided  into  four  diilinft 
quarters,  the  fii-il  of  which  is  called  Cataygorod,  from, 
its  lying  in  the  middle  of  the  reft,  and  being  divided 
from  them  by  a  brick  walk  The  river  Mofca  runs  on 
the  ibuth  fide  of  this  quarter,  as  the  river  Neglinaj, 
which  flows  into  the  other  behind  the  callle,  does  on 
the  north.  The  great  Duke's  palace,  which  belongs 
to  the  caftle,  refembles  a  coniiderable  city,  and  takes 
up  one  half  of  this  quarter.     It  is  fortified  with  three 
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feveral  walls^  and  a  good  ditch  well  provided  with 
cannon.  All  the  fleeples  within  the  caftle  are  covered 
with  gilt  copper^  among  which  there  are  two  that  ftand 
juft  within  the  middle,  one  remarkable  for  its  height, 
and  the  other  for  its  great  bell,  which  weighs  36,300 
pounds,  and  is  never  tolled  but  upon  extraordinary  oc- 
cafions,  when  twenty-four  men  are  always  employed 
to  pull  the  rope  below  in  the  court,  and  feveral  others 
above,  who  labour  in  thrufting  it  forward.  The  royal 
palace  that  of  the  Patriarch,  and  fome  others  belong- 
ing to  the  chief  Boyers,  ftand  at  the  farther  end  of  the 
caftle.  There  is  alfo  a  noble  edifice  built  with  ftone 
after  the  Gothic  manner,  for  the  young  Prince.  The 
Czar,  however,  continues  in  his  wooden  palace 
on  account  of  its  being  efteemed  more  healthy.  The 
exchequer,  the  magazine  of  powder,  and  the  ftore- 
houfe  for  provifions,  are  within  the  caftle.  There  are 
here  alfo  two  monafteries  for  men,  and  one  for  women, 
befides  a  great  number  of  Churches  and  chapels  built 
of  ft-one,  among  which  thofe  of  the  BleiTed  Trinity,  of 
St.  Mary,  St.  Nicholas  and  St.  Michael,  exceed  all 
the  reft  J  and  in  the  laft  are  contained  the  tombs  of  the 
great  Dukes,  or  Czars. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  caftle  gate  v/ithout  the  v/alls 
is  another  church  dedicated  to  the  BlefTed  Trinity,  and 
by  fome  called  Jerufalem,  built  by  order  of  the  Czar 
John  Bafilowitz,  who  had  the  cruelty  to  caufe  the  eyes 
of  the  archited  to  be  put  out,  to  prevent  his  under- 
taking any  thing  like  it  for  the  future. 

The  chief  market  of  the  city  is  before  the  caftle, 
where  there  appears  a  great  concourfe  of  people  of  all 
ranks,  and  many  fhops  both  there,  and  in  all  the  ftreets 
leading  to  it.  It  is  obfervable,  that  every  trade  has 
its  peculiar  ftation,  there  being  not  the  leaft  intermix- 
ture of  thofe  who  fell  different  commodities. 

The  fccond  quarter,  v/hich  furrounds  the  former 
in  the  manner  of  a  half  moon,  is  called  the  City  Pvoyal, 
and  is  encompafted  by  a  wall.  Here  is  the  arfcnal  and 
the  place  for  cafting  the  Czar's  great  guns  :  fome  of  the 
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their  houfes  in  this  quarter :  here  alfo  are  the  Czar's 
ilabics,  and  the  reft  is  filled  up  with  country  traders^ 
corn-chandlers,  meal-fiiops,  bakers^  butchers,  and 
abundance  of  houfes  where  beer,  mead,  and  ftrong 
waters  are  fold. 

The  third  quarter,  which  furrounds  the  laft  menti- 
oned from  the  eaft  to  the  weft,  has  the  river  Jagufa 
running  through  it  j  and  here,  among  other  things,  is 
the  chief  market  for  wooden  houfes,  which  are  no 
fooner  pwrchafed  than  they  are  taken  in  pieces  and  re- 
moved to  the  places  where  they  are  wanted. 

The  fourth  quarter,  which  lies  to  the  fouth,  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  river  Mofca,  is  fortified  with 
wooden  ramparts  and  baftions,  and  is  appointed  for  the 
habitations  of  the  Strelitzers,  or  the  Czar's  guard;  and 
here  many  of  the  poorer  fort  of  the  people  live. 

The  air  about  Mufcow  is  very  healthy,  fo  that  thepeo^ 
pie  fcarce  know  what  the  plague  or  other  epidemical 
difeafes  are  -,  but  the  cold  is  fo  exceffive,  that  many  feel 
its  effeds,  by  the  lofs  of  their  nofes,  hands,  or  feet  j 
and  our  author  was  an  eye  witnefs  that  fpittle  would 
freeze  in  falling  to  the  ground :  but  notwithftanding 
this,  he  obferved  that  the  fpring  is  not  much  more 
backward  than  in  Germany ;  for  the  fnow  which  covers 
the  ground  is  very  inftrumental  in  promoting  vegeta- 
tation.  The  ice  and  fnow  render  the  vv^ays  fo  fmooth, 
that  the  people  find  no  inconvenience  in  travelling  in 
their  fledges,  v/hich  being  well  lined  with  coarfe  cloth, 
and  tliofe  within  them  cioathed  v/ith  good  furs,  they 
are  rather  inclined  to  fweat  than  to  feel  the  cold,  even 
in  the  midft  of  winter.  Their  horfes  are  alfo  very  fit 
for  this  exerclfe ;  for  though  they  are  low,  they  are 
fvvift  and  hardy,  and  will  travel  eight  ten,  or  even 
twelve  kagues  without  halting,  fo  that  a  perf^n  may 
be  condu6i:ed  in  this  manner  50  leagues  by  a  country 
fellow  for  three  or  four  crowns. 

The  heat  of  fum.mer  is  however  as  troublefome  as 
the  cold  in  winter  •,    particularly  from  the  vaft  muki- 
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tudes  of  fiks  and  gnats,  which  are  very  incommodi- 
QLiSj  efpecially  to  travellers.  There  arc  a  great  num- 
ber of  fens  fcattered  over  Mofcovy,  but  the  land  in 
general  is  extremely  fertile  -,  for  except  about  Mofcow, 
where  it  is  gravelly,  the  country  produces  more  wheat 
and  pafture  than  the  inhabitants  are  able  to  confume. 
It  is  obfervable,  that  though  the  diilrid  of  Allentakcn 
in  Livonia,  and  the  ancient  territories  of  Mufcovy,  are 
only  divided  by  the  river  Narva,  the  difference  of  the 
foil  is  plainly  perceivable,  immediately  upon  palling 
that  river.  Mofcovy,  Carelia,  and  the  nothern  parts 
of  Livonia,  they  do  not  fow  till  about  three  weeks  be-^ 
fore  midfummer  :  but  the  fun  remaining  fo  long  above 
the  horizon,  the  corn  foon  puts  forth  and  ripens,  and 
the'harveft  is  over  in  Auguft.  The  Livonians  are  how- 
ever forced  to  dry  theirs  after  it  is  brought  in,  with 
ovens  placed  in  their  barns,  which  is  attended  with 
many  inconveniencies,  while  the  Mofcovites  carry 
theirs  in  dry  and  ready  to  be  thraflied. 

The  country  about  Mofcow  affords  feveral  forts  of 
fruit,  as  apples,  cherries,  plumbs  and  goofeberries ; 
but  thefe  not  being  brought  toperfedion  by  ajull  de- 
gree of  heat,  will  not  keep  fo  well  as  in  more  ibuthern 
countries.  The  land  about  Mofcovy  alfo  produces  great 
quantities  of  miclons,  goards,  afparagus,  pulfe,  pot- 
herbs, cucumbers,  onions,  garlick,  and  roots. 

Our  author  was  inform.ed,  that  about  the  city  of  Sa- 
m.ara,  betv/een  the  Don  and  Yulga,  grows  a  kind  oi 
goards  v/hich  have  fomt  refemblance  to  a  lamb,  and 
is  failened  to  the  ground  with  a  fcalk  that  repiefen^ 
the  navel-ftring.  Jt  is  pretended  that  it  changes  its 
place  in  grov/ing,  as  far  as  the  fcalk  will  reach,  and 
wherever  it  turns  the  grafs  withers  ;  which  the  Mofco- 
vites fay  is  occaiioned  by  its  feeding.  They  alfo  m.ain- 
tain,  that  when  it  ripens,  the  (talk  decays,  and  the 
outward  rind  is  covered  with  a  kind  of  hair:  feme  pi 
thefe  fKiiiS  were  fr^ewn  the  ambaffadcrs,  covered  wi^i 
a  fcft  cuilinof  wool,  not  unlike  that  of  a  lamb  ntvm 
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yearned,  on  which  account  they  call  this  fruit  Boranez, 
or  a  lamb. 

Honey  and  wax  are  a  principal  produce  of  Mufcovy, 
the  woods  aboundino-  with  them  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
befides  the  vafc  quantities  confumed  by  the  Mufcov^ites 
in  mead  and  wax  candles,  they  annually  export  above 
20,000  quintals  of  wax,  each  quintal  being  100  weight. 

The  extenfive  foreiis  of  this  country  furnifn  vaft 
numbers  of  heath-cocks,  pheafants,  partridges,  wild 
geefe  and  ducks :  fwans  and  herons  are  not  much  va- 
lued here  :  and  as  for  quails,  fieldfares,  thrufiies,  larks, 
and  other  fmall  birds,  they  do  not  think  them  worth 
taking.  Storks  are  not  found  either  in  Mufcovy  or 
Livonia  -,  but  thty  have  many  forts  of  birds  of  prey, 
as  falcons,  taffels,  &c,  which  in  the  more  northern 
; provinces  are  white.  There  are  here  many  elks  and 
wild  boars :  their  hares  are  generally  grey,  but  in  fome 
provinces  they  turn  white  in  winter,  as  they  do  in  Li- 
vonia ;  though  in  Courland,  which  is  divided  from  it 
only  by  the  river  Dwina,  the  hares  never  change  their 
colour. 

'     They  have    fuch  plenty  of  tigers,    lynxes,    bears, 
j wolves,  fables,    and   m^artcns,    that  their  flcins  make 
'up  the   mofh  coniiderable    part  of  the    trade    of  the 
country. 

The  Mufcovltes  are  for  the  mofc  part  very  corpulent 
{and  v/elifet;  great  beards,  with  muflachioshanQ-ins:  over 
I  their  lips  are  held  in  much  veneration*.  Tney  have 
'v/ide  and  Ihort  fhirts,  v/ithout  any  gathering  in  the 
neck,  but  are  lined  with  a  triangular  piece  from  the 
:ilioulders  dov/n  to  the  reins,  commonly  fewed  with 
jcrimfon  filk,  and  fome  have  fringes  of  the  fame  colour 
in  the  feams  and  under  the  arm-pits.  The  collar  is 
about  an  inch  broad,  which,  as  well  as  in  other  parts 
tiiat  are  expofed  to  view,  the  richer  fort  embroider  with 
filk  or  gold,  and  fallen  the  collar  with  two  large  pearls, 


now 


Peter  the  Great  obliged  them  to  cut  off  their  beards,  fo  thcit  they 
generally  wear  only  vvhii'ksrs. 
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or  with  gold  or  filver  buttons.  Their  breeches  are 
very  large,  and  over  thefe  they  wear  a  waiftcoat  whicK 
reaches  down  to  the  knees,  the  fleeves  of  which  are  fo 
long  that  they  fold  them  into  many  plaits  :  the  collar  of 
this  waiftcoat,  being  about  half  a  quarter  of  an  ell  high, 
covers  part  of  the  head  behind,  and  is  commonly  lined 
with  plulh  or  fattin.  Over  this  they  wear  a  clofe-bodied 
coat,  which  reaches  down  belovs^  the  mid-leg ;  both 
thefe  are  generally  made  of  callico,  taffety,  damafk,  or 
fattin,  according  to  the  quality  of  thofe  vv^ho  wear  them. 
Thefe  coats  have  a  kind  of  broad  cape  wdiich  falls 
down  upon  their  fhoulders,  upon  which  the  richer  fort 
have  gold  and  filver  buttons  with  loops.  Whenever 
they  go  abroad  they  wear  over  this  drefs  a  kind  of  robe, 
which  reaches  down  to  their  heels,  of  a  violet  or  dark 
green  cloth ;  but  the  Knez  and  Boyars  have  them  of 
damafk,  fattin,  and  other  rich  fiiks.  Inflead  of  hats, 
the  Mufcovites  wear  caps,  which  perfons  of  quality  up- 
on public  occafions  have  of  fables,  or  the  fur  of  black 
foxes,  half  an  ell  high  ;  but  thofe  they  ufe  in  common 
are  velvet  lined  with  furs,  with  narrow  brims,  trimmed 
with  gold  and  filver  loops,  or  embroidered  and  adorned 
with  pearls  :  the  common  people  are  contented  with  a 
cap  made  of  ftufF,  which  they  v/ear  in  fummer,  and  in 
the  winter  they  wear  cloth  ones  lined  with  fheep-ikins, 
with  the  wool  on.  Their  boots  are  made  of  Ruffia 
leather,  and  are  fnort,  with  peaked  toes  *. 

Children  of  both  fexes,  under  ten  years  of  age,  have 
their  hair  cut,  except  two  locks  over  their  temples, 
their  fex  being  difcovered  only  by  the  girls  wearing  in 
their  ears  brafs  or  filver  rings.  The  married  women 
put  their  hair  up  under  their  caps,  but  the  maids  wxar 
it  in  two  trefTes,  which  hang  clown  behind  with  a  crim- 
fon  ribbon  tied  to  the  end.  The  habit  of  the  Mufco- 
vite  vvomcn  principally  differs  in  the  largenefs  of  their 

*  Peter  the  Great  caufed  feveral  alterations   to  be  made  in   th? 
clothes  of  hi^  fubjeds,  fo  that  they  now  drefs  more  like  the  reft  of  th«j 
^.uropeans. 


I 
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coatSj  which  are  wider  than  thofe  of  the  men.  Thq 
ladies  have  them  trimmed  with  rich  gold,  lilver  or  filk 
lace,  or  with  gold  or  fiiver  loops.  Their  fleeves  are 
io  made,  that  they  may  be  either  put  on,  or  fuftered  to 
hang  by.  They  wear  no  waiilcoat,  nor  the  high  col- 
lar the  men  are  fo  proud  of.  Their  fmock-fleeves  are 
foLii*  or  five  ells  long,  folded  upon  their  arms.  Their 
caps  are  generally  of  damaflc,  or  plain  or  flowered  fattin, 
and  fometimes  embroidered  with  gold  or  filver,  and 
lined  with  the  fur  of  cadors,  the  hair  of  which  covers 
a  great  part  of  their  foreheads  j  but  the  maids  have 
their  caps  commonly  lined  with  fox  ildns. 

As  for  the  peafants  of  Mufcovy,  they  wear  fcarc:^ 
anything  but  coarfe  canvas,  and  fhoes  formed  of  the 
bark  of  trees,  wrought  like  our  bafl^et-work,  which 
they  make  themfelves,  evQTy  p^^afant  being  his  own 
flioemaker. 

The  Mufcovites,  as  well  thofe  in  an  higher  as  in  a 
lower  rank,  are  very  fparing  in  their  houfekeeping. 
Their  ordinary  houfhold  goods  feldom  exceed  three  or 
four  pots,  and  as  many  wooden  or  earthen  diilies. 
Some  few  of  the  richer  fort  have  pew^ter ;  but  fcarce 
any  filver,  except  fome  drinking  cups,  and  thofe  fo  ill 
kept  that  they  look  like  lead.  They  fDmetimes  hang 
their  rooms  with  mats.  Some  perfons  of  quahiy  lie 
upon  feather-beds,  the  reft  upon  quilts,  and  the  com- 
mon people  upon  chalT  or  ilraw,  for  v/ant  of  which  they 
make  ufe  of  their  clothes,  which  in  the  fummer  they 
lay  upon  a  bench  or  table,  and  in  the  winter  upon  their 
ftoves,  which  are  flar  on  the  top  -,  the  whole  family  be- 
ing fqueezed  together  in  the  fame  room;  and  in  the 
country,  the  hogs  and  poultry  are  alfo  admitted. 

They  are  fcrangers  to  the  delicacies  of  the  m.ore 
fouthern  nations ;  their  common  food  is  coarfe  meat, 
turnips,  eoleworts,  and  cucumbers,  both  frefh  and 
pickled  i  and  their  chief  dainty  is  fifn,  which,  from  its 
being  ill  faked,  fmells  very  flrong.  They  are  fuffi- 
cientiy  fhocked  with  cows  and  flieep,  and  their  forefts 
furnifh  them  with  very   f'^t  fwine^  but  as  the  greateil 
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part  of  the  year  is  taken  up  with  fails,  they  are  fo  ac- 
cuilomedto  fifli  and  pulfe,  that  they  neglcd  flellij  and 
like  their  fSh,  herbs,  and  pulfe,  much  better.  After 
hard  drinking,  the  Mufcovites  -mix  roailed  veal  with 
pickled  cucumbers,  pepper  and  vinegar,  and  eat  it  the 
next  morning  for  their  breakfaft. 

Their  ordinary  drink  is  a  kind  of  fmall  mead  -,  be- 
fides  which  they  generally  take  a  dram  of  brandy  both 
before  and  after  their  meals  j  but  perfons  in  fuperior 
circum.fcances,  have  feveral  forts  of  Vv^ine,'  and  ftrong 
March  beer,  which  they  keep  in  fnow  all  the  fummer 
in  the  following  manner.  They  firfl  make  a  bed  of 
ice  and  fnow  mixed  together,  upon  which  they  place 
their  barrels  -,  upon  thefe  diey  lay  another  bed  of  ice 
and  fnow,  and  another  row  of  barrels,  v/hich  they  co- 
ver with  flraw  and  planks,  that  ferve  inilead  of  a  vault, 
their  cellars  beino-  uncovered. 

They  generally  prefer  a  ftrong  kind  of  mietheglin  to 
wine.  This  liquor  they  prepare  v/ith  cherries,  ftraw- 
berries,  mulberries,  or  ralberries,  the  laii  of  which  is 
mofb  pleafant.  They  put  the  ralberries  in  water  for  tw^o 
or  three  ni9:hts,  till  it  has  extraded  all  their  tafte  and 
colour :  into  this  infufion  they  put  fome  of  the  fineft 
honey,  to  each  pound  of  which  they  add  three  or  four 
pints  of  water,  according  as  they  would  have  itltronger 
or  weaker,  and  to  make  it  work,  put  into  it  a  toaft 
dipped  in  the  dregs  of  beer,  which  they  take  out  as 
foon  as  it  begins  to  ferment,  for  fear  of  giving  the  li- 
quor an  ill  tafte.  If  they  v/ould  keep  it  working  a  good 
while,  they  fet  it  in  a  warm  place  j  and  if  they  v/ould 
have  it  only  for  prefent  ufe,  they  put  it  into  a  cool 
room.  To  add  to  the  flavour,  they  fornetimes  put  in 
a  little  bag  filled  with  cinnamon,  grains  of  paradife, 
and  a  few  cloves. 

Drunkennefs  is  fo  common  a  vice  in  Mufcovy,  that 
fcarce  any  body  is  exempt  from  it,  for  the  brandy  they 
take  at  their  meals  commonly  introduces  a  debauch. 
Nay,  the  vulgar  are  fo  much  addided  to  this  vice,  that 
our  author  frequently  faw  them  come  out  of  their  tippling 
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houfes  quite  naked  and  without  the  leaft  ihame,  covering 
the  parts  which  in  other  countries  people  are  taught  to 
conceal,  with  only  a  handful  of  herbs.  The  women 
are  no  lefs  addidled  to  this  vice  than  the  men,  nothing 
being  more  common  among  them  than  to  follow  their 
hufbands  to  the  tippling-houfe,  where  they  will  be  fure 
to  make  the  cup  go  merrily  round,  and  v/hen  their 
hulbands  are  fallen  afleep  upon  the  floor,  they  even 
feat  themfelves  upon  them,  and  continue  drinking  till 
they  tumble  dov/n  among  them. 

The  Mufcovites  are  extremely  quarrelforae  and  abu- 
five  ;  but  though  they  vent  their  paiTion  with  iiich  noife> 
that  a  flranger  would  imagine  it  impoiTible  for  tliem  to 
part  v/ithout  bloodilied,  yet  they  feldom  draw  bloody 
unlefs  it  be  with  a  fwitch  or  a  blow^  with  their  fifis  5  they 
generally  fatisfy  their  revenge  with  a  kick  or  two  on 
the  belly.  Indeed,  if  a  quarrel  happens  betv/een  per- 
fons  of  diilinftion,  they  decide  it  on  horfeback,  but  not 
with  fword  and  pifiol ;  the  greateft  ftretch  of  their  re- 
fentment  arifmg  no  higher  than  to  fight  it  out  with  a 
good  v\^hip. 

The  bafe  difpoiition  of  the  Mufcovites,  the  mean- 
nefs  of  their  education,  and  that  ilate  of  flavery  in 
which  all  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweil  are  born,  have 
fuch  an  effedl:  upon  them,  that  nothing  but  the  cudgel 
and  whip  can  bring  them  to  reafon  ;  and  from  this  iia- 
vilh  chaitifement  even  the  greateft  Boyars  are  not 
exempted,  who  make  no  fcruple  of  confeffing  that  they 
are  the  czar's  flaves.  As  they  have  an  utter  averfion 
to  the  manners  and  cufcoms  of  all  foreigners,  they  are 
infenfible  of  the  liberty  which  other  nations  enjoy ;  and 
the  profound  reverence  they  pay  to  their  fuperiors  after 
they  have  received  a  good  cudgelling,  is  an  infallible 
demonftration  of  the  flavifhnefs  of  their  difpofitions. 

As  the  lords  are  abfoiute  flaves  to  the  czar,  fo  they 
keep  a  great  number  of  flaves  of  their  own,  both  in 
their  country  houfes  and  farms,  and  in  their  ferv  ice  in 
the  city,  who  in  the  night  frequently  commit  great  dif- 
orders  in  the  itreets  of  Mofcow^,  and  alfo  make   the 


208     TRAVELS  of  the  HOLSTEIN  AMBASSADORS 

roads  about  that  city  very  unfafe  for  travellers,  whom 
they  rob  and  murder  without  remorfe.  Thele  flaves 
are  ibid  by  their  mailers  in  the  iame  manner  as  we  do  our 
horles  and  cows.  Nay,  a  father  may  difpofe  of  his  fon 
for  his  ov/n  advantage  j  Vvhich,  however,  they  leldom 
do,  unlefs  it  be  to  fatisfy  their  creditors. 

The  greateft  pride  of  perfons  of  quality  in  Mufcovy 
ccnfifls  in  their  retinues,  Vv^hich,  hov/ever,  put  them 
to  no  great  expence  -,  for  though  they  ibmetimes  keep 
iifty  or  iixty  Haves,  have  a  good  numoer  of  horfes,  and 
alio  plenty  of  proviPions,  beer,  mead,  and  other  liquors 
at  their  tables,  yet  they  are  furnifhed  with  every  thing 
from  their  farms,  which  are  cultivated  by  (laves,  v/ho  ftand 
them  in  very  little  ready  mioney.  Eefides,  mofh  of  the 
entertainments  of  the  Boyars  and  governors  of  places 
are  only  made  for  thofe  v/ho  ftand  in  need  of  their  fa- 
vour, and  are  obliged  in  return  to  make  very  confider- 
abJe  prefents.  When,  at  thefe  entertainments  they 
intend  to  ihew  a  more  than  ordinary  refpe6l  to  their 
friends,  they  permit  them  to  fee  and  falute  their  wives. 
Our  author  having  dined  widi  count  Leo  Alexander 
de  Slakcv/,  that  nobleman  introduced  himi  into  another 
room,  v/nere  his  lady  was  richly  dreffed  in  her  v/edding 
clothes,  and  attended  by  a  gentlewoman  with  a  bottle 
in  her  hand:  tlie  lady  bid  her  fill  a  filver  cup,  and  ta- 
king it  from,  her,  put  it  to  her  lips,  and  defired  him  to 
drink  it  off,  which  he  having  done  three  times,  the 
count  defired  liim  to  kifs  her,  which  he  did,  after  which 
he  prefented  him  with  a  handkerchief,  embroidered 
round  the  edges  with  gold,  filv«-r,  andfilk,  and  adorn- 
ed v/ith  a  deep  fringe. 

There  is  Icarce  a  Mofcovite,  of  vs^hat  quality  foever, 
but  has  his  afternoon's  fleep,  for  which  reafon  the  {hops 
are  always  ihut  up  after  dinner. 

They  are  alfo  extremely  fond  of  bathing,  though 
their  public  baths  are  but  very  indifferently  fitted  up. 
Our  author  went  incognito  into  one  of  them,  that  was 
only  parted  from  that  belonging  to  the  other  fex  by  a 
few  deal  beards,  v.'hich  nor  beii:g  well  joined,  he  could 
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cafiiy  Tee  all  that  pafled ;  and  befides,  there  was  only 
one  door  for  the  men  and  women  to  go  in  and  out  of 
the  water.  Some  of  both  fexes^  who  are  mofl:  modeil, 
hide  their  nakednefs  with  a  handful  of  leaves  foaked  in 
water :  but  the  reft  appear  naked  without  the  lead  con- 
cern i  nay,  fome  of  the  women  came  in  this  manner  to 
fpeak  with  their  hulbands  in  the  men's  bath.  It  is  fur- 
prifmg  to  fee  them  come  out  of  fuch  an  intenfc  degree 
of  heat,  and  fuddenly  run  into  the  cold  water,  or  have 
it  poured  upon  them,  or  in  the  winter  roll  in  the  fnow, 
and  then  return  again  into  the  ftoves,  which  is  alfo 
pra6tifed  by  the  Finlanders  who  live  in  Livonia.  This 
can  only  be  afcribed  to  cuflom,  which  rendering  it  ha- 
bitual, makes  them  not  fo  fenfible  of  the  oppofite  qua- 
lities of  heat  and  cold  as  other  people  j  for  our  author 
obferved  at  Narva,  that  the  Mufcovite  boys  of  eight, 
nine,  or  ten  years  of  age,  Hand  for  half  an  hour  toge- 
ther bare -footed  upon  the  ice,  without  ever  complaining 
of  the  cold. 

Their  religious  ceremonies  ought  next  to  be  confi- 
dered.  And  here  it  is  proper  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
Mofcovites  have  the  Bible  printed  in  the  Sclavonian 
tongue,  which  much  refembles  the  German.  They 
pay  a  particular  regard  to  the  books  of  the  Evangelifls, 
and  never  touch  them  without  marks  of  refped;  and 
veneration.  Sut  though  they  make  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures the  rule  of  their  faith,  they  alio  adhere  to  the 
feven  firft  general  councils,  and  the  Greek  Fathers, 
efpccially  to  the  works  of  Bafii  the  Great,  Gregory 
Nazianzen,  John  Chryfoftom,  and  Ephraim  the  Sy- 
rian i  but  the  latter  councils  they  confider  as  infed:ed 
with  herefy.  Among  the  do6lors  of  their  own  church, 
they  fet  an  extraordinary  value  on  the  v/ritings  of  one 
Nicholas,  Sudatwitz,  whofe  memory  is  celebrated  twice 
a  year.  They  alfo  receive  the  Apoftles  ,  the  Nicene, 
and  Athanafian  creeds.  When  any  point  of  religion 
IS  to  be  proved,  they  firil  have  recourfe  to  the  Scripture, 
next  to  the   Seven  Councils,  and  lafdy  to  the  above- 

voL.  V.  D  d 
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mentioned  Fathers ;  but  difputes  are  determined  only 
by  the  Patriarch  of  Mofcovy.  Their  prieils  read  the 
New  Tefbament  and  the  Pfalms  of  David  in  their 
churches ;  but  the  reft  of  the  Old  Teftam.ent  they  think 
contains  many  things  not  fit  to  be  known  by  the  vul- 
gar. They  never  pretend  to  explain  texts  of  Scripture, 
and  confequently  alio  a/  of  no  preaching;  it  being  their 
opinion  that  public  orations  in  the  pulpit,  being  full  of 
fubtleties,  create  only  mifunderftandings  and  mifmter- 
pretations. 

Vvith  refped:  to  baptifm,  as  they  acknov^^kdge 
themifelves  conceived  and  born  in  fm,  they  baptize 
their  children  immediately  after  they  are  born :  if  they 
are  weak,  this  is  done  athomxC,  but  if  well  in  the  church, 
the  child  being  received  at  the  church  door  by  the 
prieft,  who  figning  his  forehead  with  the  fign  of  the 
crofs,  fays.  The  Lord  preferve  thy  coming  in  and 
going '-Quti  and  then  fattens  nine  wax  candies  given 
him  by  the  godfathers  ready  lighted  round  the  font. 

Having  incenfed  the  godfathers  and  confecrated  the 
water,  each  of  them  takes  a  wax  candle,  and  they  all 
walk  three  timxCs  round  the  font,  which  always  ftands 
in  the  midft  of  the  church,  the  clerk  carrying  the  pic- 
ture of  St.  John  before  them,  and  the  prieft  reading  out 
of  a  book.  The  prieft  then  aflcs  the  godfathers  the 
name  of  the  child,  which  having  given  him  in  writing, 
he  puts  it  upon  a  pi6lure  which  he  holds  upon  the  child's 
breaft-,  while  he  mutters  certain  prayers,  and  then  afks 
whether  the  child  believes  in  God  the  Farther,  the  Son, 
and  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  and  the  godfathers  having  anfv^er- 
cd  in  the  aftirmative,  they  imimediately  turn  their  backs 
to  the  font,  to  fhew  their  averficn  to  the  three  next 
quefcions,  Whether  the  child  forfakes  the  devil,  his 
angei:;,  ^.nd  his  v/orks  ?  The  g-odfathers  anfwer  Yes 
to  each  que  (lion,  and  as  often  fpit  upon  the  ground, 
and  then  turn  again  to  the  font,  where  the  prieft 
afi^s.  Whether  they  promife  the  child  ihall  be  brought 
up  in  the  true  Greek  religion  ;  and  laying  his  hands 
upon  ],im  favs.  Get  out  of  this  child,  thou  un- 
( lean  fpirit,    ^nd    raaLe   ro'^m  for   the  Holy  Ghoft. 
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He  then  blows  upon  the  child  three  times  to  drive 
away  the  devil,  by  whom  they  fuppole  children  arc 
polTelTed  before  baptiim.  After  this  he  cuts  off  a 
little  of  the  child's  hair,  which  he  puts  into  a  book  ^ 
and  having  ailced  the  godfathers  \vhether  they  defire  the 
child  lliould  be  baptized,  he  takes  him  naked  into  his 
arms,  and,  dipping  him  three  tim.es  into  the  water, 
makes  ufe  of  the  ufual  words :  I  baptize  thee  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghofi.  Fie  then  puts  a  corn  ot  fait  into  the  child's 
mouth,  and  making  the  fign  of  the  crofs  on  his  fore- 
head, hands,  breafF,  and  back,  with  confecrated  oil, 
puts  him  on  a  clean  fhirt,  faying,  Thou  art  as  clean 
from  thy  original  fin  as  this  iliirt :  and  hangs  a  fmall 
crofs  of  gold,  filver,  or  lead,  according  to  every  one's 
ability,  about  his  neck,  vv^ith  a  fl:rid:  charge  to  wear  it 
all  his  life-time:  in  which  they  are  fo  exac^t,  that  if  no 
fuch  crofs  is  found  about  a  deceafed  perfon,  they  will 
not  allow  him  chriftian  burJal,  He  alfo  affigns  a  pecu- 
liar faint,  whom  the  child  is  hereafter  to  reverence  as 
his  patron  j  and  having  kilTed  the  child  and  his  godfa- 
thers, he  exhorts  them  to  mutual  love.  If  more  chil- 
dren are  to  be  baptized  at  the  fame  time,  the  font  is 
emptied,  becaufe  they  imagine  the  water  to  be  defiled  ' 
by  the  original  fm  of  the  preceding  child. 

Their  profelytes  who  are  of  age  are  baptized  in  a  ri- 
ver, and  three  times  plunged  over  head  like  the  chil- 
dren, on  mientioning  the  Father,  Son,  and  Floly  Ghofr. 
Thofe  who  are  inclined  to  change  their  religion  for  that 
of  the  Mofcovites,  are  inilructed  for  fix  Vv'ceks  in  feme 
conve-nt,  and  at  their  baptiim  are  to  abjure  their  for- 
mer religion,  to  deteft  it  as  heretical,  and,  as  a  fign  of 
their  abhorrence,  to  Ipit  on  the  ground  as  often  as  it  is 
namied.  After  their  baptifm  the  czar  makes  them  a 
prefcnt  of  a  rich  Mufcovian  habit,  and  allovv^s  them  a 
penfion  according  to  their  quality,  which  induces  ma- 
ny to  embrace  that  religion. 

The  miarriage  ceremories  are  performed  in  tlie  fol- 
lowing manner.     As  the  young  couple  are  not  permit- 
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ted  to  fee,  much  lefs  to  clifcourie  with  each  other,  thofe 
who  have  marriageable  children,  efpecially  daughters, 
pitch  upon  a  perion  they  like,  and  then  addrefs  them- 
lelves  to  his  parents  -,  by  whom,  if  the  match  is  appro- 
ved of,  and  the  young  woman  is  handfome,  leave  is 
perhaps  given  for  fome  female  relation  to  iee  her  -,  but 
this  is  not  always  granted.  However,  all  things  being 
agreed  upon  between  the  parents,  if  they  are  or  quality, 
a  woman  called  the  Suacha  is  appointed  by  the  bride- 
groom's friends,  and  another  by  thofe  of  the  bride,  tQ 
take  joint  care  of  the  nuptials,  who  provide  every  thing 
fit  for  the  chamber,  where  the  new -married  couple  is 
to  lie.  The  bed  is  made  of  forty  fheaves  of  rye  laid  in 
good  order,  encompaffed  with  fevera]  barrels  of  wheat, 
barley,  and  oats.  When  all  things  are  ready,  the 
bridegroom  goes  late  in  the  evening  from  his  hou^'e, 
accompanied  by  his  kindred ;  the  prieft,  who  is  to 
m.arry  him,  leading  the  van  on  horfeback.  They  are 
received  at  the  bride's  door  by  her  kindred,  invited  to 
come  in,  and  to  fit  down  at  table ;  where  only  three 
di(hes  of  meat  are  ferved  up,  and  even  thefe  are  not  tc 
be  touched  by  any  body  prefent.  At  the  upper  end  ol 
the  table  a  place  is  left  for  the  bridegroom,  which  is 
taken  up  by  a  young  lad  appoint^^d  for  that  purpofe^ 
while  the  bridegroom  is  talking  wirh  the  bride's  friends: 
but  at  length  he  having  prevailed  on  the  youth  by  fome 
prefents  to  refign  his  place  to  him,  takes  his  feat,  and 
the  bride  richly  dreffed  is  brought  in  with  a  veil  over 
her  face,  and  placed  next  the  bridegroom,  two  lads  ai 
the  fame  time  holding  apiece  oftaitety  between  tliem, 
to  prevent  them  feeing  each  other.  The  Suacha  then 
comes  in,  and  paints  her,  ties  up  her  hair  in  two  knots 
puts  a  coronet  on  her  head,  and  all  the  ornaments  oft 
married  woman.  The  coronet  is  of  leaf  gold,  or  fil 
ver  gilt,  and  lined  v/ith  filk  ;  having  on  both  fides 
near  the  ears,  five  or  fix  rows  of  pearls,  hanging  dowr 
in  ftrings  on  her  bread.  The  upper  garment,  whicl 
has  Oeeves  an  ell  and  a  half  wide,  is  embroidered  at  th' 
^dges  with  gold  and  filver,  efpecially  about  the  neck 
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where  it  is  ftiff  with  embroidery  for  the  breadth  of  three 
inches.     They  fometimes  beftow  a  thoufand  crowns 
upon  this  robe.     The  bridegroom  is  then  painted  by 
this  Suacha,  whilft  the  v/omen  who  are  prefent  iland 
finging  upon  the  benches.     Then  tv/o  young  men  well 
dreifed  bring  into  the  room  a  large  cheefe  laid  upon  a 
bier,  with  fom^e  loaves,  feveral  marten- feins  hanging 
down  from  the  bier ;  and  the  fame  being  done  on  the 
bride's  fide,  a  large  fiivcr  balon  is  fet  on  the  table  iilied 
with  fmail  pieces  of  fattin,  little  pieces  of  filver,  hops, 
barley,  and  oats,  mixed  together  j  v/hich,    as  foon  as 
the  bride's  face  is  covered  again,  are  thrown  by  hand- 
fills  by  the  bride's  Suacha  among  the  company,  who 
gather  them  up  from  the  ground,  and  having  received 
the  prieil's  benedidlion,  go  to  church,  v/here  the  young 
couple  fband  upon  a  piece  of  taffety,  and  have  a  canopy 
of  the  fame  filk  over  their  heads.     Here  having  m^adc 
offerings  of  fried  meats,    tifh,    and  paftry,    the  prieil 
gives  them  his  benedi6cion,   and  taking  the  m^an  by  his 
right  hand,  and  the  woman  by  her  left,  he  aiks  them 
three  times,  whether  they  are  both  v/illing  to  be  mar- 
ried, and  to  love  one  another  as  they  ought  to  do.    To 
which  having  anfwered  Yes,  the  whole  com.pany  join 
hands,  and  the  prieft  fmgs  the  128th  Pfaim,  thofe  pre- 
fent fmging  every  other  verfe,    and   dancing  all  the 
time.     The  pfalm  being  ended,  he  puts  a  garland  of 
rue  upon  the  heads  of  the  young  couple,  and,  if  one  of 
themi  be  a  widow  or  a  widower,  about  their  fhoulders, 
faying,  increafe  and  multiply.     Whom  God  hath  join- 
ed together,  let  no  man  feparate.     While  the  prieft 
pronounces  thefe  words,  each  of  the  people  invited  to 
the  wedding  lights  a  wax  candle,  and  one  of  them,  gives 
a  glafs  of  wine  to  the  priefl:,  which  he  drinks ;  and  the 
married  couple  having  pledoed  the  fame  three  times 
each,  the  bridegroom  throws  down  the  glafs,  and  he 
and  the  bride  treading  it  under  tlieir  feet  fay.  May  they 
thus  fall  under  our  feet,  and  be  trodden  to  pieces,  who 
Ihall  endeavour  to  fow  divifion  or  difcontent  between 
lis..     The  women  then  caft  fome  flax  or  hemp  feed  at 
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the  young  couple,  wiihing  them  much  profperity ; 
while  feme  pull  the  bride  by  the  robe,  as  if  they  would 
take  her  away  from  the  bridegroom,  to  whom  fhe 
flicks  fo  clofe,  that  they  feem  unable  to  remove  her. 

The  marriage  ceremony  being  ended,  the  bride  re- 
turns in  a  fledge  by  the  light  of  fix  torches  or  wax 
candles,  and  the  bridegroom  on  horfeback.  The  men 
immediately  fit  down  at  the  tabic,  which  is  covered 
with  provifions,  v/hile  the  women  condud  the  bride 
into  her  chamber,  undrefs  her,  and  having  put  her  to 
bed,  come  to  the  bridegroom,  and  force  him  to  rife 
from  the  table  ;  on  v/hich  he  is  condu6ted  to  the  bride's 
chamber  by  fix  or  eight  young  m^en,  each  with  a  torch 
in  his  hand,  v/hich  they  ftick  in  the  barrels  of  wheat 
and  barley  that  Hand  round  the  bed.  The  bride  no 
fooner  fees  the  brides^room  enter  the  bed  chamber  than 
ihe  flips  on  a  morning  gown  lined  v^ith  fur,  rifes, 
meets,  and  falutes  him  with  a  low  inclination  of  the 
head,  which  is  the  firil  time  of  his  feeing  her  face. 
They  then  fit  down  to  a  table,  v/here,  among  other 
provifions,  they  have  a  roafced  fowl,  which  the  bride- 
groom pulls  afunder,  and  cafbing  away  over  his  fhoui- 
der  that  part  he  lights  on  nril,  they  eat  the  reft,  and 
then  go  to  bed,  while  the  guefts  employ  themfelves  in 
feveral  charms  to  proiPxOte  the  happinefs  of  the  new 
married  couple.  An  old  fervant  of  the  houfe,  who 
attends  at  the  door,  comes  after  a  while,  and  aflcs 
v/hether  the  bufinefs  be  doncj  and  the  bridegroom 
anfwering  Yes,  the  word  is  given  for  the  trumpets  and 
timbrels  "to  ftrike  up,  and  thefe  found  till  the  new 
married  couple  are  condiid'ed  to  the  ftoves,  where 
they  bathe  themfelves  apart.  After  they  have  been 
well  walhed  in  the  bath  with  water,  mead^  and  wine, 
the  bride  fends  the  bridegroom  a  fiiirt  richly  embroi- 
dered, efpecially  at  the  neck,  and  a  rich  habit.  The 
tv.^0  next  days  they  fpend  in  mirth  and  feftivity. 

Perfons  of  an  inferior  condition  are  fatistied  with 
fewer  ceremonies  ;  for  the  night  before  the  wedding, 
the   bridep-room  fends  foir.e  clothes,  a   comb,  and  s 
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looklng-glafs  ;  and  rhe  next  day  the  priefl  is  brouo-ht 
in  by  two  lads,  carrying  lighted  wax  candles.  As  foon  as 
he  enters  the  houle,  he  gives  his  benedi6lion  firit  to 
the  lads,  and  then  to  the  gueils.  The  young  couple  beino- 
fet  down  at  the  table,  the  lads  holding  a  piece  of  taffe- 
ty  between  them,  the  Suacha  dreffes  the  bride's  head, 
which  being  done,  a  looking-glafs  is  brought,  and  the 
young  couple  joining  their  cheeks,  look  and  Imile  one 
upon  the  other,  while  the  two  Suachas  call  hops  upon 
them,  after  which  they  go  to  church,  where  tliey  arc 
married  with  the  ceremonies  already  mentioned. 

The  wedding  day  may  be  faid  to  be  the  lail  day  of 
pleafure    enjoyed  by  the  Mufcovite  women.     Their 
chief  employment  is  embroidering,  fewing,  or  makino- 
Hctle  purfes,  and  other  infignificant  toys  j  and  they  ne- 
ver ftir  abroad,  except  upon   extraordinary  occafions. 
Within  doors  their  clothes  are  very  mean;  but  v/hen  they 
appear  in  public  they  are  richly  drelTed,  and  generally 
paint  their  faces,  necks,  and  arms.      The  wives  of  pcr- 
fons   of  quality  ride   in  chariots,  attended  by  a  great 
number  of  Haves.     But  as  thofe  of  the  ordinary  ranks 
are  debarred  the  vifits  and  converfation  enjoyed  by  the 
European  v/omen,  and  feldom  meddle  with  houihold 
affairs,  the  only  diverfion  left  them  is  to  pafs  away  the 
'  time  with  their  maids.   They  lay  a  plank  acrofs  a  block, 
and  one  getting  on  each  end,  they  tofs  one  another  up 
I  and  down.  Sometimes  they  fwing  themfelves  in  ropes, 
I  and  in  country  villages  they  have  a  fwinging  eno-ine  in 
;i  which  four  perfons  may  divert  themfelves  at  a  time. 
j       As  the  Mufcovites  eiteem  marriage  a  very  facred 
thing,  polygamy  is  forbidden  under  pain  of  death,  the 
I  czar  himfelf  being  allowed  no  more  than  one  Vv^ife  at  a 
time;  though  if  ine  proves  barren,  or  brings  forth  no 
:j  Ions,  he   may  fend  her  into  a  monailery,  and  marry 
I  another.     Second  marriages  they  confider  as  allowable, 
but  not  very  commendable  3  a  third  marriage  is  not  to 
be  undertaken  but  upon  very  weighty  confiderations 
and  a  fourth  is  puniilied  with  death.     Divorces,  how- 
ever, arc  very  frequent  among  them,  though  they  can- 
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not  be  obtained  without  the  biiliop's  confent.  Their 
prieils  are  not  only  allowed^  but  obliged  to  marry,  and 
they  mull  marry  none  but  vfidows  who  have  a  good 
reputation..  They  are,  however,  forbidden  to  marry 
a  fecond  tim.e,  unlefs  they  will  quit  their  order. 

Perfons  of  quality  adorn  the  pidures  of  their  faints 
with  pearls  and  precious  ilones  -,  they  place  wax  candieti 
before  them,  and  look  ftedfaftly  upon  them  while  at 
prayers.  Whenever  a  Mufcovite  co^mes  into  a  houfe, 
he  looks  for  the  faint  before  he  utters  a  word,  and  if 
he  does  not  fee  him,  afks.  Where  is  the  God  ?  and 
Vv^hen  he  has  found  him,  he  makes  his  reverence,  and 
having  faid.  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us,  goes  to  the 
company  ^  but  though  in  outward  fhow,  the  Mufco- 
vites  feem  to  have  great  devotion,  not  one  in  ten  can 
recite  the  Lord's  prayer,  v/hich  they  fay  was  inilituted 
for  the  ufe  of  perfons  of  quality,  and  not  for  mechanics, 
and  that  it  is  enough  for  them  to  repeat  the  Gofpodi, 
or  The  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us.  They  pray  for  the 
dead  ;  not  that  they  believe  a  purgatory,  but  that  it  is 
a  means  of  making  their  fouls  wait  with  more  tranquil^ 
lity  for  the  day  of  judgment. 

As  they  imagine  that  children  are  regenerated  by 
baptifm,  they  think  they  have   a  right  to  the  Lord's 
fupper,  which  is  adminiitered  in  the  follovv^ing  manner. 
The  priefl  going  to  the  altar,  attended  by  the  clerk, 
fays  the  office  according  to  St.  Bafil's  Liturgy,  and  then 
mixing  v/arm  water  with  the  wine,  fteeps  bits  of  bread 
in  the  chalice,    and  then  confecrates   them   together. 
The  prieft  takes  the  bread  out  with  a  fpoon,  and  givej 
it  to  the  communicants,  little   babes  having  only  hal: 
the  quantity  of  grown  people,  till  they  are  feven  yean 
of  age.     They  alfo  give  the  eucharift  to  dying  perfoni 
after  the  extreme  un6tion ;  but  when  the  fick  perfor 
has  taken  it,  he  is  neither  to  have  food  or  any  othei 
remedies,  unlefs  there  are  apparent  figns  of  his  recO' 
verv.  The  bread  ufed  on  this  cccafion  is  leavened,  am 
rnuft  be  made  by  a  priefl's  widow.     Nobody  is  ad 
rnitted  to  the  holy  communion  v/ithout  having  prepared 
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hlmfelf  by  the  confeffion  of  his  fins,  and  failing  eight 
days  before,  during  which  they  ought  to  live  upon  no- 
thing but  bread  and  fmali  beer. 

Befides  their  ordinary  fad  days,  they  keep  four  great 
falls  in  the  year  -,  the  firil  of  which  is  forty  days  be- 
fore Eailer  5  the  fecond  begins  eight  days  after  Whit- 
funtidc,  and  ends  with  the  feaft  of  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Paul  i  the  third,  which  is  kept  in  honour  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  begins  on  the  firH  of  Augufl,  and  lafls  till  the 
fcail  of  the  AiTumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary ;  and  the 
fourth  begins  on  the  12th  of  November,  and  continues 
till  Chriftmas. 

They  have  alfo  a  kind  of  carnival,  which  lafls  eight 
days,  and  is  .called  by  them  the  Butter  Week,  becaufe 
after  thefe  days  are  expired,  they  are  forbid  to  eat  ei- 
ther butter,  eggs,  cheefe,  or  milk  ;  but  during  the  time 
of  this  carnival,  they  commit  almoil  incredible  excelTcs 
in  drinking,  which  draws  them  into  all  manner  of 
crimes.  This  renders  it  not  fafe  tor  any  body  to  pafs 
the  Jdreets,  murders  being  then  fo  frequent,  that  many 
dead  bodies  are  expofe  to  public  view,  that  their  friends 
may  take  care  of  their  interment. 

Their  burials,  like  their  other  public  alliens,  are 
performed  with  great  ceremony  ^  for  the  foul  of  the 
fick  perfon  is  no  fooner  departed,  than  the  widow  fends 
for  their  kindred  and  friends,  who  fbanding  round  the 
corpfe  break  out  into  lamentations,  aflcing  the  deceafed. 
Why  he  would  die  ?  V/hether  he  wanted  any  thing? 
Whether  his  wife  was  not  young  and  handfome  enough  ? 
Whether  fhe  had  been  inconflant  ?  and  other  queflions 
of  the  like  kind.  They  then  wafh  the  body,  and  hav- 
ing put  a  clean  Ihirt  or  fliroud  about  him,  with  a  new 
pair  of  thin  RufTia  leather  fhoes  on  his  feet,  lay  him 
with  his  arms  acrofs  his  breail,  in  a  coffin  made  of  the 
trunk  of  a  tree,  and  in  the  mean  while  fends  a  prefent 
to  the  priell,  to  pray  for  his  foul.  The  coffin  is  co- 
vered with  a  piece  of  cloth,  or  the  coat  of  the  deceafed. 
The  richer  fort,  if  the   feafon  will  permit,  keep  the 
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body  eight  or  ten  days,  during  which  the  prieft  comes 
every  day  to  purify  it  with  incenfe,  and  by  fprinkling 
it  with  holy  water. 

At  length  the  prieft  proceeds  with  the  pidture  of  the 
patron  faint  of  the  deceafed,  followed  by  four  virgins, 
who  are  nearcft  related  to  the  latter,  and  make  very 
mournful  lamentations,  but  begin  and  leave  off  exa6tly 
at  a  time.  Then  comes  the  dead  body  carried  by  fix 
men  upon  their  fhoulders ;  but  if  the  deceafed  is  a  monk 
or  nun,  this  office  is  performed  by  thofe  of  his  own 
profeffion.  The  corpfe  is  furrounded  by  feveral  priefts, 
who  incenfe  it,  to  keep  off  the  evil  fpirits,  all  the  while 
fmging  pfaims  ;  then  follow  the  kindred  and  friends 
with  wax  candles,  but  without  any  order.  On  their 
coming  to  the  grave,  the  coffin  is  uncovered,  over 
which  the  prieft,  holding  the  pidlure  of  the  patron  faint, 
fays  feveral  prayers,  in  which  he  often  repeats,  Lord, 
look  upon  this  foul  in  righteoufnefs.  Meanwhile,  the 
widow  continuing  her  lamentations,  afks  the  queftions 
already  mentioned.  The  relations  and  friends  then 
take  their  leave,  either  kiffmg  the  deceafed  or  the  cof- 
fin. The  prieft  then  takes  a  piece  of  paper,  which  is 
a  kind  of  ticket  for  his  entrance  into  paradifc,  and  which 
being  figned  by  the  patriarch  or  metropolitan  of  the 
place,  and  the  confeffor,  is  fold  for  more  or  lefs,  ac- 
cording to  the  abilities  of  thofe  who  purchafe  it.  This 
ticket  is  of  fo  extraordinary  a  nature,  that  the  reader  ^ 
will  not  be  difpleafed  at  our  inferting  it  at  length. 

*^  We  v/hofe  names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed,  the  pa- 
"  triarch  or  metropolitan,  and  prieft'  of  the  city  of  N, 
^"^  do  make  known  and  certify,  by  thefe  prefents,  that 
^'  the  bearer  of  thefe  our  letters,  hath  always  lived 
'^  among  us  hke  a  good  Chriftian,  profeffmg  the  Greek 
^'  religion ;  and  though  he  hath  committed  fome  few 
^'  fms,  yet  he  hath  confeffed  the  fame,  and  thereupon 
"  he  hath  received  abfolucion,  and  taken  the  commu- 
^'  nion,  for  the  remiffion  of  his  fms :  that  he  hath  ho- 
"  noured  God  and  his  faints:  that  he  hath  faid  his 
''  prayers  -,  and  that  he  hath  fafted  on  the  hours  and 
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'"  days  appointed  by  the  church ;  and  that  he  hath  car- 
*^  ried  himfeif  well  towards  me^  who  am  his  confelTor, 
^'  that  I  have  no  realbn  to  complain  of  him^  or  to  deny 
*'  him  the  abfolution  of  his  fms. 

"  In  witnefs  whereof,  v/e  have  riven  him  this 
"  prefent  tefliimonial,  to  the  end,  that  upon 
'^  fight  thereof,  St,  Peter  may  open  unto  him 
"  the  gate  of  eternal  blifs." 

The  coffin  is  then  ihut,  and  put  into  the  grave,  the 
face  being  turned  to  the  eaft,  while  thofe  v/ho  return  to 
the  houfe  of  mourning,  drov/n  their  forrow  in  good 
liquor. 

Their  whole  time  of  mourning  lads  forty  days,  during 
which  three  feails  are  made  for  the  kindred  of  the  de- 
ceafed,  on  the  third,  ninth,  and  twentieth  days  after 
the  burial,  during  which  the  priefc  fays  certain  prayers 
over  the  grave  morning  and  evening,  which  for  that 
purpofe  is  covered  with  a  fmall  hut  of  mats. 

Before  we  mention  the  different  orders  of  their  priells, 
it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  Mufcovites  have 
the  higheft  veneration  for  their  fovejeign :  that  they 
look  upon  his  pleafure  as  the  will  of  God,  and  that 
their  lives  and  every  thing  they  have  is  at  his  difpofal. 
The  chief  perfons  in  the  empire  never  approach  his 
perfon,  but  with  the  fame  veneration  with  which  they 
adore  the  Almighty  5  and  if  he  gives  them  the  leaft 
mark  of  difpleafure,  they  are  ready  to  offer  their  lives 
for  the  expiation  of  their  fault. 

They  pay  great  veneration  to  the  clergy,  the  prin- 
cipal of  which  is  the  patriarch,  who  is  always  obliged 
to  refide  at  Mofcow.  He  is  nominated  by  the  metro- 
politans and  biihops^  with  the  czar's  approbation:  he  is 
the  chief  perfon  in  the  empire  next  to  his  fovereign, 
and  determines  all  ecclefiaftical  affairs  :  he  wears  a  long 
black  robcj  and  has  a  crofs  always  carried  before  him. 
He  has  alfo  four  miCtropolitans,  and  under  them  are 
feven  biiliops.  Next  to  thefe  are  the  priefls  called  by 
them  popes,  who  are  again  fubdivided  into  protopopes 
or  archprieils,  and  common  popes,  of  which  there  are 
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vaft  numbers  in  Mofcowi  no  other  qualifications  being 
neceiTary  for  their  admiffion  into  this  order,  but  read- 
ing, writing,  and  Tinging.     The  chief  badge  of  prieft- 
hood  is  a  kind  of  cap  put  on  their  heads  at  their  confe- 
cration,  which  they  are  obliged  to  wear  as  long  as  they 
continue  priefts,  and  it  is  no  fmall  crime  for  a  layman 
to  touch  it.  However,  as  moft  of  the  Mufcovite  clergy 
are  great  drunkards,  andconftant  frequenters  of  tippling 
hoiifes,  they  frequently  fall  into  quarrels,  when  if  a 
perfon  has  occafion  to  beat  a  clergyman,  he  muil  firll 
civilly  fecure  his  bonnet,  and  then  he  may  drub  him 
handfomely,    and  afterv/ards  put  it  on   again.     The! 
other  badges  of  the  priefthood,  are  a  flick  which  they 
carry  in  their  hands,  and  their  wearing  a  wide  long 
robe,  which  is  black,  green,  blue,  or  red,  according 
to  their  choice.     We  have  already  obferved,  that  they, 
are  obliged  to  marry  once,  and  no  oftner.     This  cuf-*^ 
torn  they  found  upon  the  apoftle's  words,  A  bifhop  fhalj 
be  the  hulband  of  one  wife,  where  they  interpret  the 
word  bifhop  to  fignify  prieft.     As  they  pafs  along  the. 
ftreets,  the  common  people  aik  their  blefling,  which 
they  give  them  with  the  fign  of  the  crofs. 

Their  churches  are  built  roupd  and  vaulted^  to  bear 
fome  refemblance  to  the  heavens,  and  each  of  therrt 
has  five  fleeples,  one  of  them  being  larger  and  higher 
than  the  reft  j  the  other  four  are  built  round  it.  They 
have  neitherpews,benches,  nor  chairs,  becaufe  theyper^ 
form  their  devotions  either  kneeling  or  proftrate  upon 
the  ground.  They  allow  neither  organs,  nor  any  otheir 
mufical  inftruments,  nor  have  any  images,  though  they 
allow  of  paying  their  devotions  to  pictures.  There  are 
about  two  hundred  of  thefe  churches  in  Mofcow.  They 
alfo  look  upon  their  church-yards  as  very  facred  places,: 
and  therefore  will  not  allow  of  any  impurities  being 
thrown  there,  or  fuffer  a  dog  to  pafs  over  them.  They 
are  great  admirers  of  bells,  and  think  them  an  effential 
part  of  divine  fervice. 

When  the  Mufcovites  are  at  their  devotions,  they 
often  ftrike  their  foreheads  againft  the  ground,  and  crofs 
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themfelves  in  the  following  manner  :  they  firil  make 
the  fign  of  the  crofs  with  their  fingers  on  the  forehead, 
which  they  fay  is  to  intimate  the  afcenfion  of  Chriit; 
next  on  the  heart,  to  intimate  that  the  heart  is  the  re- 
ceptacle of  the  word  of  God :  then  they  make  a  crofs 
an  the  right,  and  next  on  the  left  fiioulder,  to  ihtw 
that  at  the  day  of  judgment  thofe  to  be  bleil  with  eter- 
nal life  fhall  be  placed  to  the  right,  and  the  damned  to 
the  left.  Not  many  years  ago,  the  patriarch  ordered 
that  the  laymen  ilioiild  crofs  themfelves  with  only  two 
fingers,  though  before  that  time,  they  had  always  done 
it  with  three,  in  remembrance  of  the  Holy  T  rinity ;  but 
meeting  with  great  oppofition  in  this  point,  he  pre- 
vailed on  the  czar  to  fend  to  the  archpatriarch  of  Con- 
ilantinopie,  and  to  two  other  patriarchs  of  the  eafterh 
churches,  who  approving  his  order,  it  was  ena61:ed  in- 
to a  law,  notwitiiftanding  which,  feveral  Mufcovites 
would  fooner  lofe  their  heads  than  comply  with  it,  and 
to  this  day  they  make  ufe  of  three  fingers,  v/hen  they 
can  do  it  in  private. 

The  ambaifadors  v/ent  from  Mofcow  by  land  as  far 
as  the  monaftery  of  Sim.ana,  where  taking  leave  of 
their  friends,  they  embarked  in  the  river  Mofca  or 
Mo&va,  and  proceeded  to  Kolumna,  which  lies  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  river,  is  of  a  connderable  bignefs,  and 
is  furrounded  with  ftone  walls.  Three  werfts  above 
the  city,  the  Mofca  falls  into  the  Occa,  which  is  much 
broader  and  more  pleafant  than  the  former  river ;  its 
current  paiTes  from  the  fouth,  through  a  very  fertile,  and 
well  peopled  country,  and  its  banks  are  covered  ori 
both  fides  v/ith  oaks,  which  in  thefe  parts  are  a  kind 
of  rarity.  Here  embarking  again,  they  paffed  by  a 
pretty  large  ifland,  and  feveral  handfome  villages  on 
the  right  fide  of  the  river,  and  on  the  4th  of  July  came 
to  the  city  of  Prefia.  The  next  day  they  paiTed  by  the 
town  of  Rhefan,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  arrived 
at  Caflinogorod,  the  capital  of  the  Tartars  of  Cailinow, 
which  lies  on  the  right  fide  of  the  river  Occa.  They 
here  met  with  the  firfl  Mahometans.  The  young  prince 
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of  the  country  lived  at  that  time  in  an  old  caftle  not  far 
from  the  city ;  his  name  was  Rez  Ketzi,  and  he  had  a 
few  years  before  put  himfelf  under  the  Czar's  protedti- 
on.  They  fent  him  a  prefent  of  tobacco  and  brandy, 
in  return  for  which  he  lent  them  two  fheep,  a  barrel 
of  mead,  another  of  beer,  and  a  third  of  brandy,  be- 
Jides  fome  cream  and  frefh  butter,  which  the  prince's 
mother  had  taken  the  pains  to  make,  excufmg  his  not 
having  invited  the  ambafTadors  on  fhore,  for  fear  of 
raifmg  thejealoufy  of  the  neighbouring  Mufcovite  go- 
vernors. 

On  the  9th  they  paifed  by  Morumna  on  the  left  fide 
of  the  river,    where   they  difcovered  a  troop  of  Crim  I 
Tartars,  who  fired  at  them  from  the  woods,  but  the 
retinue  of  the  ambaffadors  returned  their  fire,  on  which 
they  did  not  think  fit  to  approach. 

They  then  paffed  by  feveral  villages  and  monafte- 
ries,  and  on  the  eleventh  at  night  reached  the  city  of 
Nife  or  Nifenovogorod,  where  they  found  the  fhip 
Frederic,  which  had  been  built  by  the  ambaffadors  or- 
ders, and  was  nov/  quite  finifhed  ;  it  was  a  large  three 
mail  fhip,  fo  flat  bottomed  that  it  drew  no  more  than 
fcvtn  feet  water.  It  had  many  clofets  and  convenient 
apartments,  and  was  provided  with  fome  brafs  and  iron 
guns,  and  twelve  feats  for  the  rowers.  They  had  alf6 
a  large  fhallopto  carry  their  anchors,  cables,  and  other 
neceffaries,  and  to  difcover  any  banks  or  fands.  The 
city  of  Nife  is  about  100  German  leagues  from  Mof- 
cow  by  land,  and  150  by  water.  It  is  furrounded  with 
ilone  v/alls  and  towers;  but  the  fuburbs,  which  are ■ 
half  a  league  in  circumference,  are  much  larger  than 
the  city.  It  is  inhabited  by  Mufcovites,  Tartars,  and 
the  Dutch,  who  have  a  Proteftant  church  here  confill- 
ing  of  100  perfons.  They  here  bought  a  pullet  for  a 
penny  j  a  quarter  of  a  hundred  of  eggs  for  the  fame?^ 
price,  and  Iheep  for  twelve,  fifteen,  and  eighteen  pence* 
•each. 

The  am.baffadors  fent  Mr.  Mandeflo  and  our  author, 
with  their  Priftaff,  and  the    Mufcovite  interpreter,  to 
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thank  the  Weywode  or  Governor,  for  the  many  civi- 
iities  he  had  fhev/n  to  the  duke  of  Hoilflein's  fubjedls 
while  they  were  building  the  Ihip,  which  took  them 
up  near  a  year,  and  to  offer  him  a  prefent  worth  about 
25I.  fterling :  the  reception  he  gave  them  fhewed  him 
to  be  a  perfon  much  above  the  ordinary  rank  of  the 
Ruffians.  He  fent  two  of  his  gentlemen  to  receive 
them  at  the  gates  of  his  palace,  from  whence  being 
conducted  through  a  gallery,  they  were  at  the  entrance 
of  the  palace  complimented  by  two  others  richly  dref- 
fed,  who  introduced  them  to  the  Weywode^  who  was 
in  his  chamber  drefled  in  brocade,  and  attended  by  a 
confidcrable  number  of  perfons  of  diftindlion.  The 
room  was  hung  with  very  rich  tapeilry,  and  had  a  large 
cuboard  filled  with  plate.  After  he  had  returned  their 
compliment,  and  received  their  prefent,  he  invited 
them  to  a  collation,  during  which  he  difcourfed  with 
them  in  a  manner  much  fuperior  to  the  generality  of 
the  Mufcovites,  and  among  the  reft  aiked  whether  they 
were  not  afraid  of  meeting  with  the  CofTacks,  who 
were  fturdy  fellows,  and  as  brave  as  lions,  ihewing 
them  at  the  fame  time  a  pi6lure  of  Samfon's  engage- 
ment with  one  of  thofe  creatures.  To  which  they  an- 
fwered,  that  they  hoped  to  deal  with  the  CofTacks  as 
Sampfon  did  with  the  lion;  to  this  he  replied,  that 
doubtlefs  the  reputation  their  nation  had  obtained  in 
the  czar's  fervice,  would  render  them  fo  terrible  to  the 
Coffacks  as  to  prevent  their  making  any  attempt  againit 
them. 

The  river  Volga  is  at  the  confluence  of  the  two  ri- 
vers 4600  geometrical  feet  broad,  and  as  its  waters 
are  confiderably  increafed  in  the  months  of  May  and 
June,  by  the  thav/ing  of  thofe  rivers  that  fail  into  it, 
the  people  who  go  from  Mofcow  to  Afirachan  to  take 
the  opportunity  of  this  rime  to  get  over  the  fands  and 
Ihallows  fo  frequent  in  this  river.  Therefore  having 
provided  themfelves  v/ith  neceffaries  for  this  voyage^ 
they  hk  Nife  on  the  30th  of  July  :  but  had  fcarce  pro- 
ceeded two  werfts,  before  they  ftruck  upon  the  fands 
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mear  the  monaflery  of  Petfora,  and  the  next  day  touch^ 
ed  upon  another  land-bank,  when  the  winds  becoming 
contrary  they  were  forced  to  come  to  an  anchor. 

On  the  firil  of  Auguil  the  ambafTadors  gave  orders 
for  placing  the  guards  v/hile  they  were  upon  the  Volga. 
Aii  that  belonged  to  their  retinue,  whether  fervants  or 
foidiers  that  were  able  to  bear  arms,  -were  divided  into 
three  companies  under  the  command  of  the  two  am- 
baiTadors  and  the  fteward  of  the  em.bafiy.  Mr.  Cru^ 
fms,  the  firlt  ambalTador,  had  the  maftcr  of  the  horfe 
for  his  lieutenant,  and  Mr.  Brugman  the  other  am- 
baiTador,  had  the  fecretary  of  the  embafTy.  They 
were  to  be  upon  their  guard  alternately,  in  order  to 
place  the  centinels  in  the  forecaftle,  the  ftern,  and 
at  the  main  mail. 

The  wind  continuing  contrary,  they  had  again  re- 
courfe  to  their  oars,  but  had  not  proceeded  500  pacej 
before  they  ftruck  upon  the  fands,  and  the  next  day, 
when  they  had  fcarce  advanced  a  quarter  of  a  league; 
vv^ere  entangled  am.ongthe  fand- banks,  where  feeing  tht 
wreck  of  a  fhip,  that  had  been  loft  there  not  long  be- 
fore, and  being  nine  hours  in  getting  off,  this,  witl 
the  thoughts  of"the  length  of  the  voyage,  it  being  55^ 
leagues  to  the  Cafpian  fea,  and  the  ignorance  of  theii 
pilot  made  them  almoft  defpair  of  accompliihing  it 
Their  hopes,  however,  were  revived  the  next  day,  b) 
meetino-  a  very  large  veilel  laden  with  falt-tilli,  whicl 
had  209  men  on  board,  to  affift  in  towing  her  up  againf 
the  ftream  5  this  is  performed  with  incredible  pains 
they  fcarce  advancing  two  leagues  in  a  day. 

On  the  fifth  they  came  before  the  village  of  Panni 
no,  where  being  fupplied  with  fome  pullets,  and  othe 
frefh  provifions  at  a  very  cheap  rate,  they  paiTed  be- 
tween two  iflands,  and  at  night  came  within  fight  o 
Bafiiigorod,  but  caft  anchor  for  fear  of  the  fands,  whicl 
they  paiTed  tlie  next  day  with  great  difficulty,  and  dk 
not  come  up  to  the  city  till  the  afternoon,  when  the) 
faluted  it  with  their  great  guns,  as  they  did  all  the  othc 
cities  upon  the  river. 
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The  city  of  Bafilifforod  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a 
mountain  on  the  right  fide  of  the  river  Volga,  at  the 
..fpnflux-  of  that  river,  and  the  little  river  Sura,  which 
was  formerly  the  common  boundary  between  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Mufcovites  and  the  Tartars  of  Cafan,  call- 
ed CeremilTes.  This  city  is  v^ithout  walls,  and  the 
houfes  are  of  wood ;  for  the  Mufcovites  extending  their 
territories  farther  on  that  fide,  have  occafioned  its  be- 
ing negledred. 

The  country  inhabited  by  the  Ceremiliian  Tartars 
extends  on  both  iides  the  river  Volga  beyond  Cafan. 
They  live  only  in  huts,  and  feed  upon  the  milk  afford- 
ed by  their  pailures,  and  on  the  wild  fowl  and  honey 
they  take  in  the  v/oods  :  but  they  are  very  barbarous, 
treacherous,  cruel,  and  much  addi6led  to  robbery. 
Thofe  who  live  in  the  mountainous  country  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  Volga,  are  called  Nagorni,  or  moun- 
taineers, and  thofe  on  the  other  fide  are  termed  Lugoivi, 
or  Lugowizene,  from  their  plentiful  meadows,  which 
fupply  both  them  and  the  Nagorni  wnth  great  quanti- 
ties of  hay.  They  are  faid  to  be  partly  Mahometans, 
and  partly  heathens ;  but  thofe  about  Cafan  are  Pagans. 
They  are  entirely  unacquainted  with  baptifm  or  circum- 
cifion.  In  order  to  give  a  name  to  a  child,  they  ap- 
point a  certain  day,  fix  months  after  it  is  born,  and 
then  give  it  the  name  of  the  perfon  they  firft  meet. 
They  acknowledg;e  the  exiflence  of  an  immortal  Beinc 
the  author  of  all  good,  v/ho  therefofrc  ought  to  be  re- 
verenced ;  but  have  no  idea  of  a  future  ilate,  either 
o[  rewards  or  punifhm^ents  j  yet  believe  there  are  evil 
fpirits  that  aiBi6l  people  in  this  life,  and  therefore  ought 
to  be  appeafed  by  facrifices.  To  thefe  cvif  fpirits  they 
pay  their  devotions  at  a  certain  place  among  the  fens, 
about  four  leagues  from  Cafan,  where  they  never  ap- 
pear empty  handed,  left  this  negledl:  fhould  be  pu- 
niflied  by  fome  lingering  difeale.  One  of  the  princi- 
pal refidences  they  affign  to  thefe  evil  fpirits  is  the  tor- 
rent of  Shockfhem,  tv/o  leagues  from  Nunda,  which 
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having  afwift  current  between  two  mountains,  is  never 
frozen,  and  has  imprinted  fuch  an  idea  of  an  hidden 
myflery  in  thefe  poor  v/retches,  that  though  they  fee 
the  Mufcovites  pafs  it  every  day,  they  think  they  can- 
not approach  it  without  manifefl:  danger  of  their  lives. 
When  they  offer  their  facrifices  to  God,  they  kill  an 
ox,  horfe,  or  iheep,  and  hanging  the  fkin  upon  a  pole 
laid  acrofs  the  boughs  of  two  trees,  roaft  the  fleili  by 
by  a  fire  kindled  underneath  j  then  taking  aflice  of  the 
meat,  and  a  cup  of  mead,  they  throv/  them  both  in- 
to the  fiamcs,  offering  their  prayers  to  God  for  their 
prefervation  and  increafe  of  their  cattle,  or  fomie  other 
of  the  conveniencies  of  life.  They  alfo  pay  adoration- 
to  the  fun  and  m.oon,  and  have  a  peculiar  veneratioft 
for  whatever  they  dream  of,  whether  it  be  a  horfe, 
cow,  fire>  or  water  :  and  fay,  that  animated  things  arc 
more  worthy  of  worfhip  than  the  painted  gods  of  the 
Mufcovites.  They  perform  moil  of  their  religious 
ceremonies  near  the  torrent;  and  at  the  death  of  a 
friend  feaft  upon  his  beil  horfe. 

Thefe  people  make  no  ufe  of  priefts  or  books,  and 
their  language  has  nothing  in  common  with  the  other 
Tartars.  Some  of  them,  however,  underftand  the  Muf- 
covite  tongue.  They  not  only  fufFer,  but  encourage 
polygamy,  nothing  being  here  more  common  than  for 
a  man  to  marry  two  or  three  fifcers  at  a  time.  Their 
women  are  only  wrapped  in  a  piece  of  coarfe  white 
cloth,  and  fhow  fcarce  any  part  of  their  perfons  but 
their  faces.  Thofe  who  are  betrothed,  have,  howeveirj 
a  peculiar  head-drefs,  pointed  like  a  horn,  to  the  end 
of  which  is  faflened  a  filk  taffel,  on  which  hangs  a  fmall 
bell.  The  men  have  breeches  under  their  upper  gar- 
ment, v^hich  refembles  a  great  coat.  They  all  fhavc 
their  heads ;  but  the  unmarried  men  wear  a  long  trefj 
of  hair,  which  they  fometimes  fuffer  to  hang  down 
their  backs,  and  at  cd'.ers  tie  it  in  a  knot, 

Thefe  people  were  fo  much  affrighted  at  the  fight  d 
our  travellers,  that  very  few  of  them  dared  to  ventun 
to  the  fide  of  the  river  to  fee  them  pafs  by ;  yet  at  nighn 
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when  they  reached  the  river  Weiluka,  one  of  thofe 
Tartars  came  on  board  to  fell  a  fturgeon,  for  which 
they  paid  him  the  value  of  fifteen  pence» 

On  the  7th  of  Auguft,  they  arrived  before  the  city 
of  Kufmademianfki,  forty  wcrils  from  Bafiligorod,  and 
fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain.  Here  they  obferved 
whole  foreils  of  very  large  elms,  out  of  the  bark  of 
which  the  inhabitants  make  fledges,  and  out  of  the  bo- 
dies of  the  trees,  cut  in  the  manner  of  a  cylinder,  and 
hollowed  out,  form  barrels  and  other  utenfils.  Then 
proceeding  three  we rils  farther,  near  the  i(le  of  Krius, 
they  were  fupplied  by  the  peaiants  v;ith  frcfh  provi- 
fions,  and  forced  by  a  tempeft  to  fray  all  night. 

On  the  8thj  they  continued  their  voyage  v/ith  a  fair 
vwind,  to  the  ifle  of  Turich,  where  they  had  the  mif- 
fortune,  when  under  fail,  of  being  forced  upon  a  fand- 
banii,  and  of  being  four  hours  before  they  could  get 
off.  In  the  meanv/hile,  they  faw  abundance  of  Tar- 
tars at  fomie  diflance  coming  from  hay-making  :  how- 
;ever,  by  night  they  got  within  fight  of  Sabakzar, 
which  flands  in  a  moil  agreeable  fituation;  but  its 
rbuildings,  like  thofe  of  the  other  cities,  are  all  wood., 
Near  the  ifle  of  Makrits  they  faw  a  boat,  which  being 
fent  to  get  intelligence  who  they  were,  took  a  compafs 
round  the  fhip,  they  being  informed  of  their  quality, 
above  three  hundred  perfons  appeared  on  the  fhore  to 
fee  them  pafs  by. 

On  the  I  ith,  being  forced  on  fhore  by  the  current, 
Mr.  Mandeflo  and  our  autbor  had  the  curiofity,  while 
the  men  v^ere  endeavouring  to  get  off  the  veiTel,  to  land, 
in  order  to  take  a  view  of  the  country,  for  which  thev 
had  like  to  have  paid  very  dear  :  for  a  fair  gale  fpringin^- 
up,  the  fhip  v/as  foon  out  of  fight :  but  after  beinp- 
obliged  to  travel  a  great  way  along  the  banks,  they  at 
lail:  efpied  a  boat  fent  to  carry  them  to  the  fliip,  which 
they  reached  at  night,  when  they  found  her  at  anchor. 

On  the  13th  of  AuguO:  they  came  before  the  city  of 
I  Suiatflci,  firuzted  on  ttie  left  hand,  on  the  afcent.  of  a 
I  hill.     Ic  has  a  cadlc,  and  fime  cliurches  of  (lone  ;  but 
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its  other  fortiiicationsj  and  aii  the  private  buildings  are 
of  wood.  At  night  they  arrived  before  the  city  of 
Cafan,  which  is  fituated  in  a  large  plain  upon  the  river 
Cafanke,  and  has  given  its  name  both  to  the  city  and 
province.  The  city,  which  is  about  fevenvverlts  from 
the  Volga,  is  very  ccnfiderable,  both  for  its  fize,  its 
fituation,  and  its  ftrength.  The  caftle,  and  its  fortifi- 
cations, are  of  ftone,  and  are  well  provided  Vv^ith  artil- 
lery, and  a  good  garrifon  of  Mufcovites,  the  Tartars 
being  forbid  to  enter  it  upon  pain  of  death.  The  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  place  being  brother  to  the  go- 
vernor of  Nife,  was  prefented  by  the  ambaiiadcrs  with 
a  very  fine  ruby.  Mr.  Mandeflo  and  our  author  went 
on  fliore  to  take  a  viev/  of  the  place,  and  to  purchafe 
fcmie  provifions;  but  they  could  get  none  that  were 
good,  except  fome  fiuit,  and  particularly  mielons,  that 
were  as  big  as  pomkins.  At  their  leaving  the  city, 
they  w^ere  informed  by  fome  Tartars,  that  t-heir  fnip 
was  gone,  w^hich  obliged  them  to  hire  a  waggon,  by 
the  help  of  which,  they  proceeded  along  the  iliore,  till 
m.eeting  with  the  Prifiaff's  boat,  they  were  carried  on 
board,  the  fhip  lying  at  anchor  two  leagues  below  Cafan. 
The  country  hereabouts  is  fertile,  but  almofb  defolate^ 
from  its  being  fo  miuch  infefted  by  the  Coffacks. 

They  afterwards  proceeded  by  feveral  villages  ;   anc 
v/ere  frequently  expofed  to  danger  from  the  fand  banks, 
On  the  1 8th  they  -were  met  by  the  governor  of  Torki. 
a  place  upon  the  Cafpian  fea^  who  was  returning  from 
his  government,  attended  by  eight  boats  with  muf- 
Gueteers.     At  firft,  not  knov/ing  to  whom  thefe  boat^ 
belonged,  the  am/baffadors  made  them  keep  at  a  dif 
tance  :   but  coming  nearer,  they  told  them  that  300c 
Coifacks  waited  upon  the  river,  by  the  Cafpian  fea 
for  their  coming,  and  had  fent  out  70  horfe,  to  dif 
cover  them  at  a  diilance  ;  but  they  v/cre  fo  little  terri 
fied  by  thefe  ilories,  that  they  continued  their  courfi 
without  flopping.     The  next  night  a  falfe  alarm  wa 
riven  by  order  of  the  ambafladors,  to   make  trial  c 
their  people  in  cafe  of  a  fudden  attack,  v/hich  fucceed 
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ed  to  their  fatIsfa(5tion,  The  next  day  they  came  to 
an  ifla:id  called  Staritzo,  fifteen  werfts  in  length,  be- 
hind which  they  found  a  great  quantity  of  ftones  fhaped 
like  lemons  or  oranges,  which  being  broken  in  the 
middle,  reprefented  a  ftar  of  fe  vera!  colours,  and  fome 
that  appeared  like  gold  and  filver.  They  then  came 
in  fight  of  a  place  pleafantly  fituated,  the  roins  of 
which  fhewed  it  to  have  been  a  Tartarian  city,  called 
Unerofkora,  where  was  yet  to  be  feen  the  monument 
of  a  faint,  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  parts  pay 
extraordinary  devotion. 

On  the  idy  fome  fiiliermen  of  this  place  fold  them 
'fifty-five  large  breams  for  the  value  of  fifty  pence. 
They  have  here  a  peculiar  w^ay  of  fiiliing :  they  take  a 
long  cord,  to  one  end  of  v/hich  they  faften  a  pretty 
large  fbone,  that  falls  to  the  bottom,  and  to  the  other 
feveral  pieces  of  wood,  which  fwim  upon  the  water  : 
all  along  the  cord  are  faftened  many  leffer  ones,  each 
with  a  hook  and  a  fifh  for  a  bait  at  the  end.  In  this  man- 
ner they  take  very  fine  fiili  of  eight,  ten,  or  twelve 
feet  long. 

Vv^hen  the  Mufcovites  pafs  along  the  rivers  in  their 
boats,  they  faften  a  hook  to  one  end  of  a  cord,  and  to 
the  other  end  of  it  a  fmooth  board  of  a  hand's  breadth, 
tinned  over,  which  they  drag  along  after  the  iliip  or 
boat,  and  the  ftream  caufmg  the  tinned  board  to  turn 
frequently  to  the  fun,  makes  it  appear  like  the  fcales 
of  fifh,  by  which  means  they  allure  after  them,  and 
take  as  many  fifh,  even  of  the  larger  fort,  as  they  have 
occafion  for,  fo  that  the  Mufcovites  make  fcarce  any 
other  provifion  for  thefe  voyages  but  a  keg  of  bifcuits  -, 
for  the  multiplicity  of  their  fail:  days  accufcom  them  fo 
much  to  fifh,  that  while  they  are  on  board  chey  fet 
little  value  on  flefli.  The  ambalTadors  here  caufed  a 
boat,  which  had  brought  their  provifions  from  Nife, 
and  was  now  empty,  to  be  fet  on  fire,  for  fear  of  its 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Colfacks. 

On  the  2  III,  they  faw  on  the  right  hand  the  ruins  of 
tv/o  places,  in  a  delightful  fituation,  faid  to  have  been 
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deftroyed  by  Tamerlane ;  and  on  the  22d  paiTed  v/ith 
much  difficulty  over  three  great  fand-banks^  near  which 
may  be  feen  on  the  right  hand  Mount  Arbeuchim,' 
which  received  its  name  from  a  large  city,  the  ruins  of 
which  are  ftiil  vifible.  Here  they  difcovered,  betweeiji;? 
two  little  hills^  a  ftone  28  feet  fiquare^  with  the  fbllowi^' 
ins*  infcription :  *' 

If  thou  raife  me,  thou  fhalt  be  rewarded. 

They  were  told  that  fifty  paiTengers,  being  forced  on 
fhore  there  fome  years  before,  had  the  curiofity  to  lift 
up  the  ftone,  and  found  on  the  other  fide  nothing  but 
the  following  fentence  : 

In  vain  dofl:  thou  lock  for  what  thou  haft  not  put  here.  | 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  river  is  a  fpacious  fertile; 
country,  rich  in  pafture  grounds,  but  deftitute  of  in- 
habitants there  being  nothing  to  be  feen  but  the  ruins 
of  cities  and  great  towns  deftroyed  by  Tamerlane. 

On  the  24th  they  v^^ere  driven  twice  on  fhore  by  con- 
trary winds,  and  the  two  following  days  found  great 
difficulty  in  getting  over  the  fand-banks.  This,  with 
the  bad  diet,  to  which  moft  of  the  people  were  unac- 
cuftomed,  and  the  frov/ardnefs  of  one  of  the  ambafTa- 
dors,  rendered  the  hardfhips  they  laboured  under  al- 
moft  infupportable. 

On  the  25th  they  difcovered  to  the  right  a  mountain 
from  whence  the  Mufcovites  obtain  abundance  of  fait, 
which  being  prepared  in  huts  built  for  that  purpofe, 
and  dried  in  the  fun,  is  tranfported  from  thence  to 
Mofcow.  At  fome  diftance  they  at  length  perceived 
Mount  Diwifagora,  or  the  Maid's  Mountain,  which 
ito wards  the  river  fide  is  divided  into  many  fceep hills: 
and  thefe  being  of  various  colours  afford  a  very  agree- 
able profped.  Upon  each  of  thefe  hills  is  a  row  of 
pine-trees,  growing  v/ith  fuch  regularity,  that,  were 
not  thefe  hills  inaccelTible,  they  might  be  rather  confi- 
dered  as  planted  there  by  art  than  by  nature.  At  the 
foot  of  this  mountain  arifcs  another,  which  extends 
eight  leagues  along  the  river  j  the  valley  betv/eenthem 
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prockces  a  vail  number  of  apple-trees  fit  for  making 
cyder. 

Having  the  fame  evening  received  advice  by  letter 
from  Mofcov/  and  Nife^  that  four  ColTacks  were  got 
into  their  retinue  in  the  quality  of  mariners,  they  be- 
came alarmed,  efpecially  on  their  perceiving  after  fun- 
fet  two  great  fires  at  the  entrance  of  the  wood  on  the 
right  hand;  but  having  difpatchedfive  or  fix  mufque- 
teers  alliore,  they  were  difcovered  to  be  Strelitzers 
who  had  guarded  a  Perfian  caravan  :  and  the  following; 
night  they  were  put  into  another  fright  by  two  fifhermen^. 
who  pafTmg  by  the  iliip  in  a  boat  were  flopped  by  the 
centinels  ;  but  finding  that  they  differed  in  tlieir  rela- 
tions, and  fufpedting  them  to  be  CoiTacks,  they  fent 
them  the  next  morning  to  the  governor  of  Samara. 

They  now  paiTed  by  Mount  Saccobei,  which  reaches 
15  werfts  along  the  river,  as  far  as  Samara;  it  being 
one  continued  rock,  bare  on  the  top,  but  on  the  fides 
covered  with  trees.  While  they  were  detained  here 
by  contrary  winds,  two  large  red  fnakes,  that  came 
from  the  fhore,  got  up  by  the  cables  into  the  fhip ; 
but  they  were  no  fooner  perceived  by  the  Mufcovites 
than  they  begged  they  might  not  be  killed,  and  that 
feme  food  might  be  given  them,  alledging  that  thcy^ 
were  fent  by  St.  Nicholas  as  the  forerunners  of  a  fair 
wind. 

Early  on  the  28th  they  came  near  the  city  of  Sama- 
ra, which  lies  two  werfts  from  the  left  fide  of  the  river> 
and  350  from  Cafan :  It  is  almofl  fquare ;  and  all  the 
buildings,  except  feme  churches  and  two  or  three  mo- 
naileries,  are  of  wood.  Before  night  they  arrived  at  the 
Mountain  of  the  ColTacks,  which  obtained  its  name  from 
the  frequent  robberies  here  committed  by  them,  this  be- 
ing their  place  ofaiTemblyifrom  "whence  they  difcovered 
what  fhips  came  that  way ;  but  fmce  four  or  five  hun- 
dred of  them  were  killed  by  the  garrifon  of  Samara,, 
they  have  not  infeiled  this  mountain  in  fuch  numbers. 

"On  the  31(1  they  met  with  two  large  barges  manned 
with  400  mariners,  each  laden  v/ith  provifions,  parti- 
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cularly  caviar,  and  afterwards  four  more  coming  from 
Ailrachan  with  fait  and  fait  filh,  who  told  them  they  had 
met  with  200  CofTacks  near  that  city,  who  had  fuffered 
them  to  pafs  by  unmolefted. 

On  the  ift  of  September  they  palTed  in  fight  of  Sa- 
ratof,  a  city  fitiiated  in  a  large  plain  upon  a  branch  of 
the  Volga,  and  only  inhabited  by  Mufcovite  foldiers, 
who  keep  garrifon  here  to  bridle  the  Calmuc  Tartars, 
a  people  who  inhabit  a  vaft  trad  of  ground  from  hence 
to  the  Cafpian  fea  and  the  river  Jaika,  and  are  fo  pow- 
erful as  fometim.es  to  make  open  v/ar  with  the  czar. 
The  next  day  they  paiTed  by  the  mountain  of  Achmats 
Kigori,  which  affords  a  fine  profpe6t  at  a  diftance* 
from  its  top  being  covered  with  verdure,  the  afccn^ 
chequered  with  mould  of  difi'erent  colours,  and  its  be^ 
ing  fkirted  by  a  bank  as  even  as  if  formed  by  art.  They 
then  pafled  by  the  Golden  mountain,  fo  called  from  the 
Tartars  having  near  it  furprifed  a  fleet  of  Mufcovite 
veiTels,  faid  to  be  fo  richly  laden,  that  they  divided 
the  gold  and  filver  by  the  bulhel.  They  were  fearer 
out  of  fight  of  this  mountain,  when  they  difcovered 
another  called  the  Chalk  Mountain,  which  extending 
40  werfts  along  the  river,  rifes  by  an  eafy  afcent  to  the 
top ;  and  at  the  foot  near  the  river  are  many  trees 
planted  chequer-wife. 

They  next  came  to  the  Mountain  of  Pillars,  fo  call- 
ed from  rocks  of  feveral  colours  appearing  above  th^ 
reft.  Here  m.eeting  with  a  large  barge,  they  were  told 
by  the  pilot  that  he  had  palfed  in  fight  of  70  Coffacks, 
who  had  fuffered  the  veffel  to  pafs  by,  but  had  in 
the  night  ftole  the  lighter,  for  which  he  had  paid  500 
crowns  to  have  it  again.  The  fame  evening  the  arri" 
baffadors  faw  ten  Cofiacks  crofs  the  river,  upon  which 
Mr.  Brugman  one  of  the  ambaffadors  ordered  eight 
mufqueteers  to  find  them  out,  and  bring  them  on 
boards  but  the  CofTacks  having  time  to  get  into  an  adja^ 
cent  v/ood,  and  it  being  very  late  before  the  mufqucr 
teers  returned,  this  caufed  fonie  difpute  betv/een  the 
ambaffador  and  the  fteward  of  die  embaffy,  the  latter 
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alledging  that  it  was  extremely  dangerous  to  expofe  the 
men  in  the  dark,  and  in  an  unknown  place,  where  they 
mull  infallibly  perifli  for  want  of  timely  relief:  how- 
ever, he  had  no  other  anfwer  than  ill  language. 

On  the  3d  of  September  they  came  to  the  mountain 
of  Kamafchinka,  and  a  river  of  the  fame  name,  that  a- 
rifes  out  of  the  torrent  of  Iloba,  which  falls  into  the  Don^ 
The  Coffacks,  by  croffing  this  river  in  fmall  boats, 
make  excuriions  as  far  as  the  Volga,  which  renders 
travelling  very  dangerous.  But  they  had  no  fooner 
palTed  this  place,  than  finding  themfelves  within  fight 
of  the  caravan  of  Perfia  and  Tartary,  they  made  all  the 
hafce  they  could  to  get  up  with  it,  and  faluted  it  with 
four  pieces  of  cannon  and  a  volley  of  fmiall  arms,  under 
the  found  of  their  trumpets,  which  was  returned  by 
the  difcharge  of  fome  mufquets.  The  chief  perfons 
belonging  to  this  caravan,  were  a  Tartarian  prince^ 
named  MuiTal,  the  Perfian  Cuptzi,  a  Mufcovite  en^ 
voy  fent  into  Perfia,  an  ambafTador  of  Crim  Tartary, 
and  two  or  three  Perfian  merchants. 

They  immediately  after  faw  a  Mufcovite  ofHcer,  with 
fome  Strelitzers  coming  towards  them  in  a  boat,  who 
having  faluted  them  with  a  volley  of  fmall  arms,  the 
officer  alone  came  on  board  to  compliment  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Tartarian  prince,  and  his  example  was 
foon  after  followed  by  the  Perfian'  Cuptzi,  upon  which 
the  ambalTadors  fent  two  gentlemen  of  their  retinue, 
with  their  Mufcovite  interpreter,  to  the  prince  and  the 
fecretary  of  the  embaffy,  with  the  Perfian  interpreter, 
to  the  Cuptzi,  to  return  the  compliment.  The  fecre- 
tary happening  to  go  to  the  larboard  fide  of  the  Hiip, 
he  was  told  by  the  Cuptzi  fervants,  that  their  mailer's 
wife  being  lodged  on  that  fide,  they  defired  him  to 
come  to  the  other,  which  being  done  accordingly,  the 
fecretary  and  his  attendants  were  received  by  feveral 
well  drelTed  perfons,  who  lifted  them  up  by  the  arms 
into  the  fhip,  and  conducted  them  to  the  Cuptzi's 
chamber,  where  they  found  him  fitting  crofs-leged  af-^ 

VOL.    V.  G  g 
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ter  the  Perfian  cuftom  upon  a  couch,  covered  with  the 
belt  Perfian  tapeflry,  and  refting  his  back  againft  a 
crimfon  cuihion;  he  put  his  hands  to  his  breaft  with  a 
low  inclination  of  his  head,  the  higheft  mark  of  refped 
ufed  in  Perfia,  and  having  intreated  them  to  fit  down, 
which  they  could  not  do  in  that  pofture,  without  fome 
trouble,  he  anfv/ered  their  compliment  in  a  very  oblig- 
ing manner,  telling  them  that  how  defirous  foever  he 
was  of  feeing  his  own  country  and  houfe,  he  had  con- 
ceived a  much  greater  fatisfadtion  at  the  fight  of  theii 
fliip ;  adding,  he  hoped,  that  as  foon  as  they  entered 
Perfia,  they  would  be  fenfible  of  the  difference  then 
was  between  the  barbarity  of  the  Mufcovites,  and  tht 
politenefs  of  the  Perfians  ;  and  that  after  his  return  h( 
would  employ  all  his  intereft  to  be  made  their  Mche 
mander  or  condu6lor,  that  he  might  lay  them  under  al 
the  obligations  in  his  power. 

Before  they  left  the  Ihip,  the  Cuptzi  treated  then 
with  a  collation  ferved  up  in  plate  vermillion  gilt,  con 
fiflino-of  feveral  forts  of  fruits  and  piilachios,  dried  an< 

pickled. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  feveral  men  v/hom  th 
Tartarian  prince  had  fent  to  excufe  his  not  coming  t( 
vifit  the  ambaffadors  came  on  board.  Thefe  were  Cir 
caflian  Tartars,  and  he  who  appeared  to  be  the  chie 
was  pretty  tall,  of  an  olive  colour,  with  long  greaf 
black  hair,  and  his  beard  of  the  fame  colour.  Ove 
his  garment  he  wore  a  black  fheep-fkin,  with  th 
woolly  fide  outwards,  with  a  cap  clofe  to  his  head,  an 
had  a  very  frightful  countenance.  The  reit  had  blac] 
or  brown  coarfe  cloth  coats.  They  were  fent  bac 
loaded  with  brandy. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  they  came  to  the  firi 
branch,  by  which  the  Volga  difcharges  itfelf  into  th 
Cafpian  fea,  and  the  next  day  came  to  Zariza,  wher 
they  overtook  the  caravan  which  had  got  before  then 
and  taking  the  advantage  of  a  fair  v/ind  continued  the- 
courfe.  The  city  of  Zariza  being  ^S'^  werfis  diilanc 
from  Saratof,  is  ftuarxd  at  the  bottom  of  a  high  hill  0 
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die  right  fide  of  the  river^  and  is  fortified  with  five  baf- 
tionsj  and  as  many  wooden  towers.  It  has  no  other 
inhabitants  but  the  garrifon,  which  is  kept  here  to 
bridle  the  Coffacks  and  Tartars,  and  to  ferve  for  con- 
voys up  and  down  the  river.  All  the  country  between 
Zariza  and  Aftrachan  being  barren,  the  laft  is  fupplied 
vvith  wheat  from  Cafan  in  fuch  plenty,  that  it  is  bought 
:heaper  than  at  Mofcow.  At  a  fmall  diftance  below 
Zariza,  they  paffcd  by  the  ifland  of  Zerpinfee,  where 
:he  Coffacks  had  a  little  before  furprifed  and  ravifhed 
:he  wives  and  dauo^hters  of  the  foldiers  beions-ins:  to  the 
^arrifon  of  Zariza,  v/ho  keep  their  cattle  there.  This 
I  Hand  is  twelve  werlls  in  length. 

•  On  the  7th  of  September,  the  weather  being  very 
;  empeftuGus,  they  advanced  but  flowly,  on  which  the 
jimbalfador  Brugman  took  this  opportunity  to  fummon 
I  ill  the  fervants  of  the  embafTy  before  him,  and  to 
:harge  them  with  want  of  duty  and  refpe6l,  requiring 
he  muficians,  guards,  and  footmen,  to  take  an  oath 
|>f  fidelity  to  his  perfon  :  to  which  they  anfwered,  that 
he  had  no  reafon  to  fufped;  their  fidelity,  and  that  they 
!\^ere  ready  to  facrifice  their  lives  in  his  fervice ;  deiir- 
'Hg,  however,  that  they  might  be  treated  with  lefs  ri- 
:;our  than  he  had  hitherto  ufed,  which  he  promifed  ; 
i-his  promife  was,  however,  but  indifferently  per- 
lormed. 

j  In  the  evening,  a  fiflierman  brought  them  a  tifii  five 
eet  in  length,  with  a  long  and  broad  fnout  like  the  bill 
>f  a  v/ild  drake  ;  the  body  was  full  of  white  and  black 
pots  like  the  ilcin  of  a  tyger,  except  upon  the  belly, 
v^hich  vv^as  quite  white.  This  fifh  had  a  m.ore  hifcious 
afie  than  a  falmon.  They  alfo  bought  of  him  ibme 
i^hite  fifli,  which  are  about  eight  feet  long  and  four 
»road,  and  are  not  unlike  a  fturgeon,  but  have  a  v/ider 
aouth,  and  v^hiter  fiefh.  They  now  came  to  a  fecond 
•ranch  of  the  Volga,  from  whence  as  far  as  Aftrachan, 
he  country  on  both  fides  of  the  river  abounds  in  li- 
lUorice,  the  ftalks  of  which  are  of  the  thicknefs  of  a 
^^n's  arm,  and  near  four  feet  high. 
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On  the  9th  of  September:,  a  violent  wind  carried 
them  within  fight  of  the  little  city  of  Tzornogar^  fitu- 
ated  200  werfts  from  Zariza,  which  had  been  then  only 
built  about  nine  years.  The  former  city  of  the  fame 
name  being  fituated  on  the  fhore  about  half  a  league 
from  thence,  where  it  was  inconvenient  landing,  was 
removed  to  the  place  where  it  now  Hands  on  a  high 
Hiore  on  the  right  fide  of  the  river.  Its  fortifications 
confiil  of  eight  wooden  towers,  and  a  rampart  formed 
of  thick  planks.  It  has  a  garrifon  of  four  or  five  hun- 
dred Strelitzers,  kept  there  to  fecure  the  adjacent  coun- 
try from  the  incuriions  of  the  ColTacks  and  Calmu( 
Tartars,  on  which  account  a  watch- houfe  is  eredted  a 
each  of  the  four  corners  of  the  city  upon  high  poles 
from  Vv^hence  they  may,  without  the  leaft  interruption 
command  the  view  of  a  fpacious  plain. 

They  afterwards  paffed  by  feveral  other  branches  c 
the  Volga,  and  on  the  15th  of  September  made  th 
iiland  of  Dolgoi,  in  v^hich  Aftrachan  is  feated;  and  a 
this  city  lies  in  that  part  of  the  Volga  which  di 
vides  Europe  from  Afia,  and  they  were  now  enteriri; 
another  part  of  the  globe,  they  faluted  it  from  the  midi 
of  the  river,  with  a  general  difcharge  of  their  grea 
guns  and  fm all  fhot,  to  the  great  furprife  of  the  inha 
bitants,  who  were  not  much  accuftomcd  to  the  thun 
dering  noife  of  cannon. 

The  climate  was  here  as  hot  as  the  weather  is  in  Gei 
many  in  the  midfc  of  fummer,  efpecially  when  the  win 
blew  to  the  eafcward  from  the  Volga ;  but  the  fe 
breezes  w^hich  blew  from  the  fouth  moderated  the  heat; 
as  they  afterwards  found,  in  the  hotteft  months.  Th 
winter  lafirs  here  no  longer  than  two  months,  but  isl 
exceeding  cold,  that  the  river  is  frozen,  and  fledge 
are  uled  upon  it. 

The  ifle  of  Dolgoi  is  fandy  and  barren,  and  pro 
duces  nothing  for  the  fubfiftence  of  hum.an  life,  excej 
what  is  raifed  by  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants  in  the 
gardens,  and  fom.e  well  cultivated  grounds.  The  cor 
tinent  on  the  right  hand  is  no  iefs  barren 3    but  on  tli 
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left  towards  the  river  Jaika  are  very  good  pailures.  The 
only  thing  produced  by  the  defarts  is  falt^  for  there  are 
certain  falt-pits  where  the  fait  fwims  upon  the  furface 
of  the  water  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  finger,  and  is  not  un- 
like our  rock  cryfcal,  and  of  this  there  are  fuch  prodi- 
gious cjuantitiesj  that  for  the  value  of  a  halfpenny  a 
perfon  may  take  up  forty  pounds  weight :  one  crull 
being  no  fooner  taken  oif  than  another  rifes. 

The  river  between  Aftrachan  and  the  Cafpian  fea, 
which  is  twelve  leagues  in  extent,  fo  abounds  in  ftlh,  that 
they  bought  twelve  large  carp  for  two-pence,  and  two 
hundred  young  fturgeons  for  half  a  crown.  There  are 
here  infinite  numbers  of  lobiiers,  on  account  of  their  be- 
ing never  eaten  by  the  Mufcovites  and  Tartars.  The 
great  multitudes  of  iflands  hereabouts  alfo  aiFgrd  an  in- 
credible number  of  wild  fowl,  efpecially  wild  geefe  and 
wild  ducks,  which  the  Tartars  take  with  hawks  and 
falcons,  in  the  breeding  of  which  they  are  very  expert. 
They  are  alfo  fond  of  hunting  the  wild  boar,  the  fiefh 
of  which  they  fell  to  the  Mufcovites,  their  religion  not 
permitting  them  to  eat  it. 

That  part  of  Tartary  which  is  inciofed  betv^^een  the 
rivers  Volga  and  Jaika,  as  far  as  the  Cafpian  fea,  is 
called  Nao-aia,  and  of  this  countrv  Aftrachan  is  the  ca^ 
pital.  The  fruits  it  produces  are  not  mfenor  either  in 
flavour  or  beauty  to  thofe  of  Perfia,  efpecially  their 
nuts,  apples,  quinces,  peaches,  and  melons,  of  which 
laft  there  is  an  admirable  fort  of  a  delicious  tafte,  faid 
to  have  been  firft  brought  from  the  Indies  -,  the  rind  is 
of  a  lively  green,  the  pulp  of  a  pale  carnation,  and  the 
feed  black  :  two  or  three  of  thefe  are  fold  for  a  half- 
penny. Grapes  were  but  lately  introduced,  by  the 
means  of  fome  Perfian  merchants,  who  brought  the 
firft  ftalks  to  Aftrachan,  which  were  planted  by  an  old 
monk  in  a  garden  belonging  to  the  convent  in  the  fiib- 
urbs,  and  the  czar  having  tafted  fome  of  thefe  grapes, 
ordered  him  in  16 13,  to  increafe  his  ftock  with  all  pof- 
fible  diligence,  which  he  did  fo  eftedualiy,  that  at  this 
time  there  was  fcarce  a  houfe  in  the  town  without  its 
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vineyards,  which  turn  to  fuch  advantage  to  the  own- 
ers, that  the  mailer  of  the  houfe  where  the  ambaffadors 
lodged,  allured  them,  that  the  preceding  year,  the  vines 
about  his  houfe  had  yielded  him  no  lefs  than  one  hun- 
dred crowns,  and  that  fome  years  before,  they  planted 
a  vineyard  which  produced  no  lefs  than  fixty  pipes  of 
excellent  wine  in  one  year. 

The  city  of  Afirachan  is  furrounded  with  a  fione  wall, 
and  ftrengthened  by  other  fortifications.  The  whole 
compafs  of  the  city  is  8000  geometrical  feet,  and  the 
fide  which  looks  to  the  river  is  2216  feet  broad,  afford- 
ing a  fine  profpefh  from  its  many  turrets  and  fceeples 
built  of  ftone,  which  make  a  handfome  appearance  at  a 
difbance.  The  houfes,  however,  are  generally  of  wood, 
and  but  indilterently  built.  To  keep  the  neighbour- 
ing Tartars  in  awe,  the  above  fortifications  are  faid  to 
concain  five  hundred  large  brafs  guns,  befides  many 
mortars,  and  it  has  a  garrifon  of  Strelitzers  confifting 
of  nine  regiments  of  500  men  each. 

As  this  city  is  in  a  manner  the  common  frontier  be- 
tween two  confiderable  parts  of  the  earth,  not  only  the 
Crim,  Precopenfe,  Calmuc  and  Nagaian  Tartars,  but 
alfo  the  Perflans,  Armenians,  and  even  the  Indians 
themfelves  carry  on  a  confiderable  trade  there,  which 
makes  the  cufhoms  of  the  place,  though  very  low, 
amount  to  25,000  crowns  per  annum. 

The  natives  of  Nagaia  are  neither  allov/ed  to  dwell 
within  the  city,  nor  to  build  any  other  j  but  are  forced 
to  be  fatisfied  with  living  in  an  inclofure  formed  with 
palifadoes  without  the  city  walls,  or  to  live  in  draggling 
huts  about  the  fields.  Their  huts,  w^hich  are  miade  of 
bulrufhes  or  canes,  are  round,  and  about  twelve  feet  in 
diameter,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  top,  have  a  hole 
which  anfwers  the  purpofe  of  a  chimney,  through  which 
paffes  a  flick,  with  a  piece  of  coarfe  cloth  at  the  end, 
to  facilitate  the  going  out  of  the  fmoke,  and  this  ftick 
they  draw  in  as  foon  as  the  turf  or  cow  dung,  which  are 
their  ordinary  fuel,  is  reduced  to  a  live  coal.  During 
the  cold  feafon,  they  cover  thefe  huts  v/ith  coarfe  clorh, 
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and  fpend  their  time  within  doors  with  their  wives  and 
children,  fcarce  ever  ftirring  abroad.  In  the  fummer 
feafon,  they  move  from  place  to  place,  and  fettle  where 
they  meet  with  the  beft  pafture  for  feeding  of  their 
cattle,  which  failing  in  one  place,  they  put  their  wives 
and  children,  with  their  huts  and  utcnfils,  upon  camels, 
oxen,  and  horfes,  and  then  go  to  another.  However, 
at  the  approach  of  winter,  they  all  retire  about  Aftra- 
chan,  where  they  lodge  in  troops,  at  fuch  a  diftance 
from  each  other,  as  to  be  in  a  condition  to  join  their 
affiilance  a9:ainit  the  Calmuc  Tartars,  and  the  Tartars 
near  the  river  Jaika,  for  which  reafon  the  Mufcovites 
furnifh  them  with  arms  in  the  winter,  which  they  are 
I  obliged  to  return  as  foon  as  the  rivers  and  roads  are  un- 
'  thawed,  for  they  are  not  allowed  to  have  any  arm.s, 
cither  offenfive  or  defenfive  in  the  fummer.  Thefe> 
as  well  as  the  Dagheflan  Tartars,  are  free  from  all 
I  taxes  i  but  are  obliged  to  ferve  the  czar  in  his  wars. 
They  have  princes,  com.manders,  and  judges  of  their 
own ;  but  to  fecure  their  allegiance  to  the  czar,  fome 
of  the  princes  are  left  as  hoftagesin  the  caflle  of  Aftra- 
chan. 

The  Nagaian,  as  well  as  the  Crim  Tartars,  are  in 
■  general  low  of  feature,  inclining  to  fat,  of  an  olive 
J  complexion,  Vv^ith  large  faces,  and  little  eyes.  The 
'  men  have  alfo  but  fmall  beards,  and  are  feldom  with- 
out wrinkles ;  they  fhave  their  heads,  and  wear  a  gar- 
ment which  is  a  kind  of  calTock,  of  a  coarfe  grey  cloth, 
over  which  they  commonly  wear  a  kind  of  mantle, 
made  of  black  ilieep-ftins,  with  the  woolly  fide  out- 
wards, and  a  cap  of  the  fame  fluff.  Their  v/omen,  who 
are  not  difagreeable,  are  commonly  clothed  in  white 
hnen,  wearing  on  their  heads  a  fort  of  cap,  round  which 
hang  many  copees,  or  Mufcovite  pence.  Ii:  is  cuf- 
tomary  with  them  to  devote  their  children  to  God,  or 
to  fome  Im.am  or  faint.  Their  girls  they  diilinguifh 
from  others  by  a  ring  with  a  ruby,  turquoife,  or  coral, 
hanging  at  their  noftrils.  The  boys  v/car  a  ring  in 
their  right  ear. 
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They  are  for  the  mod  part  Mahometans  of  the 
Turkiih  fe6ti  butfome  profefs  the  Mufcovite  religion* 
They  live  upon  their  cattle,  and  what  they  obtain  by 
hunting  and  fifhing.  Their  cattle  are  very  large,-  and 
their  fheep,  like  thofe  of  Perfia,  have  great  fat  tails, 
which  weigh  twenty  or  thirty  pounds ;  they  are  flat 
nofed,  and  have  hanging  ears  like  our  fpaniels ;  their 
horfes  are  but  fmall  and  ill  fhaped,  though  they  are 
ftrong  and  hardy.  They  have  fome  camels,  and  thofe 
have  generally  two  bunches  on  their  backs.  They 
ufe  fifh  dried  in  the  fun  inflead  of  bread,  and  fome- 
times  make  cakes  of  meal,  rice,  and  millet,  which  they 
fry  in  oil  or  honey.  They  eat  camels  or  horfe  flefh; 
and  their  drink  is  water  or  milk,  but  mare's  milk  is 
moil  efteem.ed. 

They  had  no  fooner  caft  anchor  before  the  city, 
than  the  Perfian  Cuptzi  fent  them  a  prefent  of  fruit,  in 
return  for  whicli,  the  ambaffadors  made  him  a  prefent 
of  feveral  forts  of  diililled  waters,  and  fome  fweet- 
meats.  The  next  day,  feveral  of  the  Perfian  mer- 
chants came  on  board,  and  as  it  is  not  ufual  for  any  ir 
their  country  to  come  empty  handed  before  perfons  o\ 
diftin6lion,  every  one  of  them  brought  a  prefent  ol 
fruit,  and  our  German  travellers  being  greatly  pie afed 
with  their  frank  and  civil  behaviour,  after  their  being 
fo  long  troubled  with  the  barbarity  of  the  Ruffians, 
made  them  fo  welcome,  that  fome  of* them  fell  drunk 
upon  the  deck,  and  one  of  them  was  forced  to  flay  on 
board  all  night. 

On  the  17th  the  Perfian  Cuptzi  fent  on  board  a  pre- 
fent of  very  fine  rice,  and  a  veffel  filled  widi  garUc 
preferved  after  the  Perfian  manner.  Some  of  his  do- 
meftics  who  brought  the  prefent,  and  were  miariners, 
were  furprized  at  the  bignefs  of  the  fhip,  and  they 
all  agreed,  that  it  v/ould  not  be  fit  for  the  Cafpian  fea, 
unlefs  the  mails  were  taken  down.  The  ambailadors 
did  not  wonder  at  their  being  of  this  opinion,  as  the 
Perfian  fliips  are  made  like  our  European  bathing- 
tubs,    and  fcarce  take    tv/o  or  three  feet  water,   ioi 
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which  reafon  they  feldom  venture  farther  than  a  good 
plftoi  fnot  into  the  Caipian  fea.  The  Ferfians  being 
gone,  the  ambalTadors  lent  a  large  drinking  cup,  ver- 
miUion  gilt,  to  the  chief  governor,  defndng  his  advice 
in  relation  to  their  intended  voyage,  and  it  was  foon 
after  refolved  to  continue  it  by  fea. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  they  fent  the  fhallop  to 
fetch  the  Tartarian  prince,  v/ho  brought  another  Tar- 
tar prince  along  widi  him,  and  a  retinue  of  40  perfons. 
He  was  of  about  28  years  of  age,  and  had  an  agreeable 
countenance  -,  he  was  of  a  merry  difpoution5  and  was 
richly  drelTed  after  the  Mufcovite  fafhion.  He  v/as 
received  v/ith  the  found  of  trumpets,  and  a  difcharge 
of  three  great  guns,  and  having  ilaid  about  two  hours 
in  the  ambaffadors  cabin,  and  taken  a  view  of  the  ihip, 
was  conducted  back  in  the  fame  manner,  after  his  re- 
fufing  to  taile  the  collation  prepared  for  him. 

The  Perfian  Cuptzi  having  at  the  ambaffadors  invi- 
tation promifed  to  pay  them  a  vifit  on  board  their  vef- 
fel,  came  accordingly  two  days  after,  in  company  with 
a  rich  Perfian  merchant  and  a  Priflaff.  He  was 
received  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Tartar  prince, 
and  treated  v/ith  a  very  fine  collation  and  mufic,  after 
which  the  Perfians.  made  their  hautboys  and  timbrels 
play  feveral  tunes. 

On  the  2 2d  in  the  morning  the  governor  fent  the 
ambaffadors  a  prefent  of  20  flitches  of  bacon,  1 2  large 
fifhes  dried  in  the  fmoke,  a  barrel  of  caviar,  a  ton  of 
beer,  and  another  of  mead  -,  and  tlie  ambaffadors  the 
fame  day  defiring  leave  to  come  on  fliore,  and  to  have 
fome  horfes  to  vifit  the  Tartar  prince,  the  governor 
very  obligingly  fent  them  to  the  river  fide  tlie  next 
day,  from  whence  the  ambaffadors  being  conduct- 
ed to  an  apartment  prepared  for  them  on  purpofe 
without  the  city,  they  walked  to  the  prince's  lodgingSj 
where  he  received  them  in  the  court,  and  conducted 
them  into  an  apartment  richly  hung,  w^here  they  found 
Alexis,  a  Mufcovite  envoy,  and  an  ambaffador  from 
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the  Crim  Tartars.  A  fine  collation  of  fruit  was  pre- 
pared for  them,  and  they  had  great  plenty  of  wine^, 
beer,  mead  and  brandy,  the  governors  trumpet  found- 
ino;  all  the  while.  When  the  health  of  the  Czar  and 
the  duke  of  Flolftein  were  drank,  the  prince  pre- 
fented  the  cup  ftanding,  even  to  the  pages.  In  the 
mean  time  Alexis,  the  Mufcovite  envoy,  entertained 
the  ambaffadors  with  the  great  qualities,  and  ex- 
traordinary rank  of  this  Tartarian  prince,  obferv- 
ing  that  his  filler  was  to  be  married  to  the  king  of 
Perfia. 

A  fev/  days  after  the  Cuptzi  invited  the  ambafiadors- 
to  an  entertainment.  They  were  conducted  with  their 
attendants  to  a  houfe  he  had  borrowed  of  the  governor, 
oppofite  to  which  he  had  hired  another,  where  a 
icaffcld  was  eredled  covered  with  tapeftry,  on  which 
his  hautboys  and  timbrels  played  for  the  time  of  the 
ambaifadors  coming  till  their  departure.  The  Cuptzi 
met  them  in  the  court,  from  whence  he  conducted  them 
through  two  rooms  hung  with  rich  Turkifh  and  Perfi- 
an  tapellry,  and  into  a  third  hung  with  gold  and  filver 
brocade.  In  all  the  rooms  the  tables  and  feats  were, 
for  the  convenience  of  the  ambaffadors,  placed  after 
the  European  manner.  The  tables  were  covered  with 
fattin  or  taffety,  and  loaded  with  a  variety  of  fruits  and 
preferves,  as  grapes,  peaches,  apricots,  melons,  al-^ 
monds,  piftachios,  and  feveral  Indian  fruits  preferved 
with  fugar  and  honey.  Soon  after  the  Perfian  and  Po- 
lilli  ambaffaiors,  who  were  travelling  to  the  court  of 
Mufcovy,  came  in,  having  over  their  own  habits  rich 
robes  prefented  them  by  the  king  of  Perfia,  and  each' 
a  gold  crofs  hanging  upon  the  bread.  As  they  werd 
well  verfed  in  the  Latin,  Spanifh,  Italian,  and  French  Ian-* 
guages,  their  company  was  extremely  agreeable.  The 
entertainment,  according  to  the  euflom  of  Perfia, 
began  with  fruits  and  preferves,  in  two  hours  time 
the  meat  was  brought  up  in  large  filver  diflies  filled 
with  rice  of  feveral  colours,  and  upon  that  various  fort* 
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of  meat  boiled  and  roafled,  as  beef,  mutton,  tame 
fowl,  wild-ducks,  iifh,  &c.  which  were  very  well  dreffed. 

As  the  PeiTians  make  no  ufe  of  knives  at  table,  their 
cooks  always  cut  their  meat,  ready  for  eating,  in  fmall 
pieces.  Each  table  has  a  carver,  who  takes  the  meat 
out  of  the  great  difiies  in  which  it  is  brought  up,  and 
fills  fome  leller  ones  with  three  or  four  ibrts  of  meat. 
So  that  each  diili  might  ferve  two  or  three  people. 
The  drink  was  beer,  mead,  and  brandy,  of  which  lit- 
tle was  drank  till  the  latter  end  of  the  feaft,  when  the 
cups  began  to  go  mxrrily  round  -,  and  the  whole  was 
concluded  with  a  large  porcelain  vefiel  filled  with  a  hot 
biackiih  liquor  called  Kahawa.  In  fnort,  they  v/ere  en- 
tertained with  as  much  civility  as  if  they  had  been  in 
any  part  of  Europe. 

On  the  27th  the  ambaiiadors,  with  fome  of  their 
retinue,  took  a  walk  round  the  cky,  towards  the  quar- 
ters of  the  Tartars,  in  order  to  view  their  habitations. 
They  obferved  by  the  way  that  the  people  did  not 
thraih  th^^ir  corn ;  but  tread  it  out  by  oxen  and  horfes; 
and  that  every  hut  had  its  hawk  oi*  falcon. 

On  the  30th  of  September  the  governor  of  the  city 
fent  i\\t  c.mbafiadors  a  prefent  of  gingerbread,  and  the 
juice  of  goofebernes  made  into  a  paflx;,  or  rolls.  It 
was  of  afiiarp  and  pieafant  tafte,  and  is  trequently  ufed 
by  the  Mufcovites  in  their  fauces.  The  next  day  tlit 
fecretary  of  the  embaiiy,  v/ith  two  other  gentlemen, 
were  ordered  to  attend  the  governor  on  bufinefs.  He 
gave  themi  a  favourable  reception,  and  made  them  fit 
clown  by  him  ;  but  before  he  would  give  them  an  an- 
fwer,  complained  of  the  ill  conduct  of  the  ambalfador 
Brugman,  v/ho  had  ufed  very  reviling  language  to  the 
priitaft,  v/ithout  the  leafl  regard  to  his  quality  in  be- 
ing the  fervant  of  the  czar,  to  whom^  he  ought  to  have 
complained,  or  to  thofe  v^ho  reprefented  his  perfon  at 
Afcrachan.  But  added  very  oblio-ine"l.y,  that  thoup-h  it 
was  his  duty  to  make  thefe  remonitrances,  he  would 
not  impute  it  to  the  whole  retinue  :  but  \yoiild  give 
them  their  difpatches,  which  he  accordingly  cjid. 
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Having  taken  in  a  fupply  of  bifcuit,  beer,  20  fat 
oxen,  and  fome  barrels  of  fait-fifh,  they  hired  fome 
Tartars,  who  promifed  to  go  before  them  in  boats,  to 
condu6i:  them  over  the  fhoals  at  the  mouth  of  the  Vol- 
ga :  they  left  Afcrachan  on  the  loth  of  Odober,  but 
were  foon  after  driven  to  the  fhore,  where  they  were 
vifited  by  a  prince  of  Tartary,  who  had  a  graceful  per- 
fon,  and  prefcnted  them  with  a  fneep,  and  a  barrel  of  | 
milk.  They  cbferved  that  the  earth  hereabouts  pro- 
duced Umples  of  an  extraordinary  fize. 

On  the  13th,  they  were  forced  to  come  to  an  anchor 
near  a  little  round  mountain,  fifceen  weriis  from  Aftr^ 
chan,  and  from  the  great  numiber  of  fnakes  they  faw 
there,  they  called  it  the  fnaky  mountain.     It  was  co- 
vered with  caper-trees,  and  the  herb  Semper  Vivum^ 
or  houfe-leek  of  feveral  kinds  :   the  adjacent  plain  af- 
forded the  mofi  delightful  profpe6l  in  the  world.  They 
afterwards  paffed  by  many  iflands  covered  with  buihes^ 
jcanes  and  oziers ;  they  faw^  a  great  many  dog-filli,  and 
a  kind  of  cormorants  larger  than  fwans,  with  their  bills 
above  a  foot  and  a  half  long,  two  fingers  broad,  and 
forked  at  the  end.     Under  their  bills  they  have  a  ba| 
of  fkin,    which  they  can  contrad  or  extend  to  fuch  2 
bignefs,  that  it  will  contain  three  gallons  of  liquor,  aaci 
this  they  ufe  as  a  refervatory  for  the  fi(h  they  take,  till 
they  can  fwallow  them.     The  ambaiiador  Crufius  af- 
terv/ards  ihiOt  one  of  them  upon  the  Cafpian  fea,  v/hicl 
was  two  ells   and   an  half  between  the  extremiities  0 
the  wings,  and  feven  feet  from  the  head  to  the  feet.   ;. 
On  the  15th  they  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Volga 
which  is  full  of  fmall  iQands,  that  abound  v/ith  cane: 
and  feeds.     The  pafTages  between  thefe   ifiands  bein^"™ 
fnallow  water,  they  v/ere  reduced  to  great  danger,  am 
W'cre  feven  days  in  advancing  four  leagues.    At  length 
finding  the  Mufcovite  pilot  very  ignorant,  and  the  ma] 
of  the  Cafpian  fea  they  had  brouoht  alonsj  with  then 
entirely  falfe,   they  addreffed  the  colonel  or  the  fire 
iitzers,  defiring  him  to  furnifh  them  with  an  able  pilot 
He  came  on  board,  and  being  v/ell  treated,  promifc* 
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to  fend  fuch  a  pilot  as  they  might  confide  in ;  but  no 
fooner  returned  to  his  own  Iliip  than  he  {et  fail,  with- 
out fulfiiling  his  promife.  They  therefore  applied  to 
the  mailer  of  the  Perfian  (hip,  who,  notwithftanding 
his  being  owner  of  all  the  goods  in  the  veffel,  freely 
came  on  board,  and  fleered  them  into  ten  feet  water. 

On  the  30th  of  October,  they  as  foon  as  it  was  light, 
difcovered  the  country  of  Circaffia,  which  extending 
from  the  fouth-weilto  the  north-eail  formed  afpacious 
bay,  refembling  a  crcfcent  -,  and  on  the  firil  of  No- 
vember they  call  anchor  before  the  city  of  Terki.  The 
Coffacks,  it  fetms,  had  defigned  to  attack  them  the 
night  before;  but  mifiing  them  in  the  dark,  happened 
to  light  upon  the  fmall  fleet  which  carried  the  Tartarian 
prince  and  the  ftrelirzers,  who  defended  them.felves  with 
their  fire  arms^,  v/hen  the  Coffacks,  finding  themfelves 
mifiaken,  retired  -,  letting  them  know  that  their  bufi- 
nefs  was  with  the  Germans.  A  rumour  of  this  attempt 
having  been  fpread  early  in  the  morning  through  the 
city  of  Terki,  the  noife  of  the  ambaifadors  great  guns 
increafed  their  fear,  and  occafioned  a  general  alarm, 
which  was,  hov/ever,  foon  appeafed,  when  the  prince 
and  his  fleet  foon  afcer  camiC  into  the  road,  and  after  a 
falute  with  their  fire-arms,  invited  the  ambaifadors  to 
honour  him  with  a  vifit  at  his  mother's. 

Terki,  the  capital  city  of  the  CircalTian  Tartars,  is 
feated  about  half  a  league  from  the  fea-ihore,  upon  the 
fmall  river  Timenil^i,  a  branch  of  the  great  river  Bafdro. 
It  ftands  in  a  fpacious  plain,  and  is  fixty  leagues  diftant 
fi'om  Ailrachan  by  fea,  and  feventy  by  land.  As  it  is 
the  laft  frontier  place  belonging  to  the  czar,  it  has  a 
garrifon  of  200,000  men,  500  of  v/hom  are  appointed 
for  the  guard  of  the  Tartarian  prince.  The  city  is  two 
thoufand  feet  in  lensith,  and  ei.o-ht  hundred  in  breadth. 
All  the  buildings,  even  the  towers  and  ramparts,  are 
of  wood,  thouffh  the  late  great  duke  has  caufed  fomiC 
fortifications  to  be  ere6led  of  earth  after  the  modern 
way,  which  are  well  provided  with  cannon.  The  na- 
tives are  only  allov/ed  to  live  in  unfortified  places  and 
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villages :  though  the  adminiftration  of  the  government, 
and  particularly  of  the  courts  of  jufticej  is  invefled  in 
the  Tartarian  lords^  who  being  bound  by  an  oath  to  the 
czar;,  tranfa6c  every  thing  of  moment  in  the  prefence- 
of  the  Waywode  of  the  place.  ;i 

The  next  day,  the  Cupr.zi  and  the  Perfian  merchants, 
fent  the  am.baffadors  a  prefent  of  moil  excellent  fruit, 
and  at  the  fame  time  let  them  know,  that  if  they  chofe, 
to  travel  by  land,  they  might  take  the  conveniency  o| 
a  large  convoy  of  two  hundred  camels,  and  a  great 
number  of  mules,  that  v/ere  condu6ling  a  Mufcovite 
ambaiTador  to  the  frontiers  of  Dagheilan  j  and  to  con- 
vince them  of  the  fmcerity  of  their  intentions,  oftered 
to  bear  them  company  in  this  journey.  This  propof^ 
being  approved  by  the  ambaffadors,  they  had  no  fooner 
obtained  leave  from  the  governor,  than  they  difpatched 
their  Perfian  interpreter  to  the  frontiers  of  Dagheftan, 
fix  leagues  from  Tcrki  -,  but  upon  his  arrival,  he  found 
the  camels  and  m.ules  already  returned  into  Perfia,  the 
governor  having  found  means  to  delay  his  going  till  he 
had  notice  that  it  would  be  ineifedual. 

On.  the  5th  of  November,  Mr.  Mandeilo,  the  chap- 
lain, and  Mr.  Olearius"^,  the  fecretary  of  the  embafiy, 
accompanied  by  the  Tartarian  and  Perfian  interpreters, 
were  fent  to  the  governor  with  a  prefent  of  a  large  ver--: 
milion  gilt  cup,  and  to  each  of  his  fccretaries  a  prefent 
of  a  rich  ruby  :  they  were  alfo  ordered  to  compliment 
the  mother  of  the  Tartar  pi"ince,  upon  her  fon's  happy 
return.  The  governor  entertained  them  with  great  ci- 
vility and  magnificence,  and  Muilal,  the  Tartarian 
prince,  received  them  in  perfon  at  the  entrance  of  his 
court,  with  all  imaginable  demonftrations  of  friendfliip. 
He  conduded  them  into  a  large  and  lofty  hall,  the  walls 
of  which  were  of  earth,  but  fo  contrived,  that  at  equal 
diftances  they  might  fee  a  number  of  niches  vaulted, 
and  adorned  either  with  rich  beds,  with  filk  or  cotton 
counterpanes,  or  filed  with  pieces  of  Perfian  tapeftry, 

*  The  author. 
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coverlets  wrought  with  gold  and  filk,  and  large  chefts^ 
covered  with  the  fame  rich  ilufFs.     Under  the  ceiling 
hung-  two  rows  of  woode;i  and  earthen  difhes,  and  on 
the  pillars  which  fupported  the  edifice  were  hung  fcy- 
meters,   quivers  and  ari-ows  of  the  belt  kind.     The 
prince's  mother  fat  in  a  chair.     She  was  about  forty- 
five  years  of  age,  tall,  majellic,  and  of  a  good  coun- 
tenance.    She  was  wrapped  up  in  a  black  night-govv^n 
lined  with  fables  j  behind  on  her  neck  hung  an  ox's 
bladder  full  blown,  wound  about  with  a  rich  fcarf,  em- 
broidered with  gold  and  filk,  and  about  her  neck  ihc 
ihad  another  fcarf,  both  ends  of  v/hich  hung  down  upon 
I  her  (boulders.     A  woman,  who  attended  her,  had  alfo 
an  ox's  bladder,  which  they  afcerv/ards  underllood  to 
be  the  badge  of  widowhood.     On  her  right  hand  flood 
her  three  fons,  the  two  youngcft  of  whom  could  not 
j  be  diftinguifhed  by  their  drefs  from  the  moil  inconfi- 
Iderable  perfon  of  the  country.     Behind  thefe  youths 
v/ere  feveral  ffrvants,  whofe  faces  being  torn  by  their 
nails,  flill  bore  the  marks  of  m.ourning  for  the  death  of 
.  her  eldeil  fon,  who  had  been  lately  executed  at  Mof- 
cow ;  and  on  her  left  hand  flood  feveral  aged  Tartars, 
who  were  ofHcers  of  the  court. 
I     After  the  princes  had  returned  the  compliment  made 
'  by  the  ambafTadors,  a  collation  of  fruit  was  brought  in 
upon  a  little  table.     The  gentlemen  urged  the  princes 
I  to  fit  down  wdth  them  -,  but  they  excufed  themfelvesj 
I  by  alleging  the  cuilom  of  the  country,  which  did  nor 
allow  of  their  fitting  in  the  prefence  of  their  mother. 
After  the  collation,  the  princefs,  and  the  reft  of  thofe 
]  who  were  prefent,  took  particular  notice  of  the  gentie- 
Imens  clothes;  and  then  the  princefs  herfelf,  and  each  of 
jthe  three  princes,  prefented  them  v/ith  a  large  cup  of  a 
ifpirituous  liquor,  extrafted  out  of  millet,  and  as  ftrong  as 
!  brandy :  the  princes  alfo  did  the  fame  to  the  fervants. 
■Meanwhile  they  fuddehly  law  a  door  open  behind  the 
i princefs,  at   the  entrance   of  which  appeared  feveral 
women,  and  among  the  reft  the  princefs'    daughter, 
v,'ho  was  betrothed  to  the  Sophi  of  Perfia.     She  vas 
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about  fixtecn  years  of  age,  very  handfome,  and  of  a 
clear  complexionj  to  which  the  biacknefs  of  her  hair 
added  no  fmall  luftre.  Thefe  ladies  were  fo  curious  to 
fee  the  clothes  of  thefe  German  gentlemen,  that  they 
pufhed  one  another  backwards  from  the  door,  whic% 
at  the  firft  v/ink  from  the  princefs  was  fhut  -,  but  thej^; 
foon  opened  it  again  to  take  a  full  view  of  them,  an<f' 
calling  one  of  the  fervants,  feemed  much  delighted  with 
his  drefs,  and  even  made  him  draw  his  fvv'ord,  in  order 
to  view  the  blade ;  but  a  Ferfian  eunuch,  v/ho  had  been 
fent  to  carry  the  young  princefs  into  Perfia,  happening. 
to  come,  the  door  was  immediately  ihut,  and  the  gen- 
tlemen took  their  leave  of  the  prircefs,  and  her  fons, 
in  order  to  take  a  view  of  the  city.  The  houfes  there 
are  low  and  mean,  being  made  of  boughs  of  trees,  plaf- 
tered  over  with  earth  or  clay.  The  men  are  generally 
ftrong  limbed,  of  a  tawny  complexion ;  but  not  fa 
broad' faced  as  the  Nagaian  Tartars.  Their  hair  is 
black  and  long;  but  they  ihave  from  the  forehead  to 
the  neck  about  the  breadth  of  an  inch,  leaving  juft  at 
the  crown  a  lock  v/hich  falls  down  behind.  Their 
clothes  are  like  thofe  of  the  other  Tartars  who  inhabit 
thefe  parts,  only  their  cloaks,  which  are  either  of  ihecp- 
fkins,  or  very  coarfe  cloth,  are  fomewhat  larger :  they 
are  failened  at  the  neck  with  a  firing,  and  as  they  are 
too  fcanty  to  cover  the  whole  body,  they  turn  them  i^Q 
as  to  fhield  them  from  the  wind  and  rain.  The  wo- 
men are  handfome  and  v/ell-fliaped,  having  a  clear  com- 
plexion, and  an  agreeable  bloom  in  their  cheeks. 
They  never  cover  their  faces,  and  their  black  haij^ 
hangs  down  in  two  treffes  on  both  fides.  They  weai 
black  caps  upon  their  heads,  which  they  cover  with  a 
fine  piece  of  caUico  or  linen  cloth  tied  under  the  chin* 
All  the  women  they  met  were  clothed  only  m  a  ond  ol 
fmocks  or  frocks,  which  were  green,  yellow,  or  blue, 
and  the  bofom  cut  fo  deep  before,  that  thefe  gentle- 
men could  eafily  fee  beiov/  the  navel.  They  appeared 
very  familiar,  topped  the  gentle m.en  to  examine  their 
drefs,  and  though  fome  of  the  retinue,  under  the  pre* 

,'A 
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tence  of  handling  their  necklaces,  which  were  of  am- 
ber, copper,  or  tin,  flipped  their  hands  into  their  bo- 
foms,  they  did  not  feem  in  the  leaft  offended.  They 
have,  notwithftanding,  the  reputation  of  being  very 
virtuous,  and  one  of  the  officers  belonging  to  the  reti- 
nue, afterwards  becoming  familiarly  acquainted  with 
one  of  the  women,  who  was  very  handfome,  made 
trial  of  her  chaftity,  but  found  it  impregnable. 

As  to  the  religion  of  thefe  people,  though  they  ufe 
feme  Mahometan  ceremonies,  and  in  particular  cir- 
cumcifion,  they  have  neither  the  koran,  priefts,  nor 
mofques,  and  may  properly  be  termed  Pagans. 

Having  received  advice  that  the  convoy  of  camels 
and  mules  were  returned  into  Perfia,  the  ambaffadors 
refolved  to  continue  their  voyage  by  fea,  upon  which 
the  Tartarian  princefs  fent  them  a  prefent  of  two  flieep, 
fifty  pullets,  and  feveral  other  provifions  y  they  had  al- 
fo  a  prefent  of  beer,  mead,  and  a  fheep  fent  them  by 
the  high  chancellor  of  Mufcovy.  In  the  afternoon  of 
the  fame  day,  prince  MuiTal  came  on  board  to  bid  them 
farewell,  bringing  along  with  him  Tartarian  Myrze, 
a  brother  to  the  prince  of  Tarku  in  Dagheilan.  His 
habit,  which  was  like  that  of  the  reft  of  the  Tartars, 
was  only  a  coarfe  cloth  cloke  over  his  old  clothes  j  his 
countenance  fufiiciently  difcovered  his  natural  fierce - 
fiefs,  and  his  behaviour  v/as  in  all  relpedhs  anfwerable 
to  it.  He  refufed  to  arife  like  the  reft  of  the  company, 
when  the  czar's  health  was  drank,  and  being  admoniihed 
by  prince  MuiTal,  to  confider  what  country  he  was  in, 
mfwered,  that  he  knew  not  whether  he  had  not  as 
;Tiuch  right  to  it  as  the  grand  duke,  reproaching  Muf- 
'  al,  that  with  all  his  fine  clothes,  he  was  no  more  than 
ji  flave,  while  he,  in  his  rags,  was  a  ibvereign  prince, 
md  acknowledged  no  fuperior  but  God,  and  then  ab- 
olutely  refufmg  to  drink  the  czar's  health,  went  away. 
f^is  fervants,  hov/ever^  found  means  to  take  a  filver 
jpoon  and  a  knife  with  them. 
I    In  the  meanwhile,  the  governor  fent  the  ambafTadors 

VOL.    V.  I   i 
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a  prefentof  one  hundred  pieces  of  hung  beef,  four  tons 
of  beer,  one  of  mead,  a  caflv  of  v/inc,  and  another  of 
vinegar,  with  fome  cakes  of  gingerbread,  and  fome 
common  bread. 

On  the  loth  of  November  they  fet  fail,  dire6ling  their 
courfe  towards  Derbent,  and  about  noon  difcovering  a 
bark  which  hovered  about  at  a  diftance,  the  ambaffa- 
dor  Brugman  ordered  a  great  gun  to  be  fired,  which 
made  her  bring  to.  She  proved  a  veffel  laden  with 
fruit,  the  maiter  of  which  happened  to  be  brother  to 
the  Perfian  pilot,  and  finding  him  among  a  ftrange  fort 
of  people,  broke  out  in  dreadful  lamentations,  thinking 
him  and  his  brother  paft  all  redemption,  nor  could  he 
be  perfuaded  of  the  contrary,  till  his  brother  gave  him 
a  circumftantial  account  of  the  reafons  of  thefe  fcran- 
o-ers  beino;  there,  v/hen  he  took  the  courage  to  enter 
the  (hip  with  a  prefent  of  apples,  pears,  qumces,  and 
nuts,  and  fold  a  confiderable  number  of  very  large  ap- 
ples at  the  rate  of  four-pence  a  hundred. 

They  foon  after  came  to  an  illand  called  by  the  Perfi- 
ans  Tzenzeni.  It  is  three  leagues  in  length,  and  is  ex- 
tremely barren  and  fandy.  Here  they  caft  anchor,  and 
ftaid  twenty-four  hours ;  but  continuing  their  voyage,  on 
the  eleventh  tnet  with  a  violent  tempell,  when  furling 
theii*  fails,  the  fhip  drove  before  the  wind.  They  had 
two  boats,  befides  the  fhallop,  which  were  foon  fwal- 
lowed  up  by  the  waves,  and  the  fhallop  followed  not 
long  after.  The  fhip,  which  was  only  of  fir,  receiv- 
ing many  fhocks  on  the  fand  banks,  opened  on  all 
fides,  and  they  were  forced  to  be  without  inter- 
mifTion  at  the  pump.  While  they  were  in  this  dif- 
trefs,  they  difcovered  the  mountain  of  Derwent 
about  ten  leagues  off,  and  the  violence  of  the  tempefl 
being  fom.ewhat  abated,  they  hoifted  their  fails  in  order 
to  run  the  fhip  a-ground  -,  but  the  wind  blowing  from 
the  north-v/ffc,  they  were  forced  beyond  the  city  oi 
Derbent,  where  no  harbour  v/as  to  be  found,  the  rock: 
extending  fix  leagues  into  the  lea.  They  however,  ir 
the  afternoon  of  the   13th,  came  to  an  anchoy  before 
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the  village  of  Niafabath,  and  the  next  morning,  when 
the  tempeil  v/as  feme  what  abated,  they,  after  firing 
their  great  and  fmall  guns,  as  fignals  of  diilrefs,  with- 
out receiving  any  hopes  of  relief,  began  to  make  a 
kind  of  flat  bottomed  boat,  of  deal  boards  ;  but  at  this 
inftant  two  boats  were  feafonably  fent  by  the  magiilrate 
of  the  village  to  their  aiTiftance.  They  brought  a  pre- 
fent  of  apples,  and  the  perfons  having  complimented 
the  ambaffadors  in  the  name  of  the  magifcrate,  exhort- 
ed them  to  convey  their  valuable  effefts  into  the  boars, 
and  to  go  along  with  them,  before  the  tempeil  arofe 
again,  as  they  feared  it  v/ould. 

The  ambalTadors  took  their  advice,  and  went  into 
their  boats  w^ithpart  of  their  retinue,  and  fome  of  the 
foidiers  and  oincers,  leaving  their  fceward,  the  fecre- 
tary  of  the  embaify,  and  other  of  their  own  oilicers  in 
the  Ihip,  intending  to  fend  the  boats  back  to  fetch 
them,  after  they  themfelves  were  landed.  The  magif- 
trate  waited  on  horfeback  at  the  fea  fide  for  their  com- 
ing; but  fcarce  had  the  ambaifadors  fet  foot  on  the 
Perfian  Hiore,  when  the  tempeil  increafed  with  fuch 
violence,  that  it  v/as  abfolutely  impolTible  to  fend  back 
the  boats,  fo  that  the  unhappy  peribns  on  board  found 
themfelves   in  the  utmofi  danger  of  being  wrecked. 

j  They  had  the  misfortune  to  find  that  they  dragged  their 
anchor,  and  that  they  were  forced  a  quarter  of  a  league 

I  irom  the  place  v/here  the  ambafTadors  left  the  ihip, 
upon  which  they  cail  out  two  other  anchors,  but 
both  the fe  and  the  rudder  were  loft  by  eleven  at 
iiight.     All  the  hopes  they  had  left  were  now  in  their 

i  biggeft  anchor,  which  fcill  held :  but  the  ihip  drawing 
water  on  all  fides,  and  the  pumb  being  become  ufelefs, 
the  feamen,  who  v/ere  tired  out  with  labour  and  watch- 
ing, earneilly  intreated  the  fecretary  to  confent  to  their 
cutting  the  rope,  which  he  for  fome  time  refufed  -,  but 
foon  after  the  main  and  mizen  mafts  being  carried  over 
board,  he  confented,  and  t\\e  fliip  was  run  a-ground 
near  the  place  where  the  ambalTadors  and  the  reft  of 
their  friends  impatiently  expecced  them. 
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The  country  where  they  were  caft  afhore  was  at  this 
time  covered  with  an  agreeable  verdure,  and  thus  con- 
tinued till  the  middle  of  December,  the  foil  being  ex- 
tremely fertile,  and  producing  great  quantities  of  rice, 
wheat,  and  barley.  They  indeed  make  but  little  hay, 
which  is  only  uied  for  the  convenience  of  travellers, 
as  the  cattle  are  kept  abroad  all  the  year  round.  This 
province,  which  is  named  Schirwan,  produces  a  great 
number  of  vines,  which  are  planted  ail  along  the  hedges, 
and  fattened  to  the  trees.  It  has  alfovait  quantities  oi 
wild  fowl,  efpecially  pheafants ;  there  are  hares  in  a- 
bundance,  with  tv/o  kinds  of  foxes,  one  like  thofe  oi 
Europe,  but  the  other  have  wool  inftead  of  hair,  with 
v/hite  bellies,  black  ears,  and  tails  that  are  not  fo  large 
as  thofe  of  our  foxes,  thefe  lafc  run  in  herds  in  the  nighi 
tim.e  about  the  villages,  and  make  a  doleful  noife.  Th( 
inhabitants  ufe  buffaloes  inftead  of  hordes,  and  mak( 
them  draw  in  the  fame  manner  ^  they  feed  them  wit! 
fenugreek,  which  they  fow,  and  cut  green,  herb  anc 
feed  together,  and  thus  give  it  themi  to  eat.  Thei: 
covn^s  milk  produce  a  cream  of  two  fingers  thick,  o 
which  they  make  great  plenty  of  excellent  butter;  bu 
they  make  all  their  cheefe  of  fheep's  milk. 

The  village  of  Niafabath  confifts  only  of  fifteen  oi 
fixteen  poor  houfes  fcattered  up  and  down.  They  ar( 
built  of  clay,  and  are  exa6tly  fquare,  with  fjat  roof: 
covered  with  turf,  fo  that  a  man  may  conveniently  wall< 
upon  them.  But  notwithftanding  the  mean  appearanc( 
of  thefe  houfes  on  the  outfide,  fom^e  of  them  wen 
handfome  enough  within,  and  the  floors  covered  witl 
tapeftry ;  but  the  village  being  too  fmall  to  contain  al 
the  people  belonging  to  the  retinue,  they  pitched  thei 
tents  near  the  ambafTador's  lodgings :  they  were  hert 
obliged  to  be  contented  with  eating  mouldy  fcraps  o 
bread  found  in  the  fhip,  and  with  drinking  the  muddj 
water  of  an  adjacent  torrent. 

On  the  19th  of  November  the  governor  of  Derben 
fent  two  perfons  well  drelTcd  to  compliment  the  am- 
J^alTadors  upon  their  arrival  in  Perfia,    and  to  mak' 
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them  a  prefeiit  of  two  horfes,  two  oxen,  twelve 
Iheep,  twenty  pullets,  thi-ee  pitchers  of  v/ine,  one 
pitcher  of  water,  two  panniers  of  apples,  and 
three  facks  of  wheat  flour;  but  the  governor's  let- 
ter mentioning  only  one  horfe,  and  the  ambaf- 
fador  Brugman  finding  his  not  fo  good  as  the 
other  abfolutely  refufed  to  accept  of  it,  though  the 
perfons  who  brought  them  folemlny  proteiled  that  this 
miftake  was  occafioned  by  the  governor's  fuppofmg 
there  had  been  but  one  ambailkdor ;  but  that  they  being 
informed  by  the  way  that  there  v/ere  two,  they  had 
brought  the  befl  horfe  they  could  get,  from  the  opini- 
on that  the  governor  would  approve  of  it  -,  yet  not- 
withflanding  all  their  excufes,  Mr.  Brugman  perfifted 
in  his  refolution,  and,  contrary  to  the  cyftoms  both 
of  Perfia  and  Mufcovy,  fent  thefe  perfons  back  with- 
out any  prefents,  which  was  fo  highly  refented  by  the 
governor,  that  he  ever  after  did  the  ambaifadors  all  the 
ill  offices  in  his  power. 

On  the  22d  of  November  the  ambaifadors  fent  one 
of  their  retinue  with  a  Perfian  interpreter  to  Scamachie 

?  to  give  him  notice  of  their  arrival  to  the  Khan  or  go- 
vernor-general of  the  province  of  Schirwan,  and  to 

;ij  defire  him  to  furnifh  them  with  every  thing  neceffary 
for  continuing  thei-r  journey  3  but  the  governor  having 
before  received  intelligence  of  their  arrival,  had  im- 
mediately difpatched  a  Mehemander,  or  condu6tor,^ 
who  in  Perfia  fupplies  the  office  of  the  Mufcovite  Prif- 
taffs ;  but  the  gentlemen  who  were  fent  were  not  fo 
fortunate  as  to  meet  him.  The  Mehemander  arrived 
on  the  29th  of  November  richly  drefled,  and  extreme- 
ly well  mounted,  his  horfe's  harnefs  being  embroidered 
with  gold  and  turquoifes.  He  made  the  ambaifadors 
a  very  handfome  and  obliging  compliment,  and  offer- 
ed them  his  utmoil  affiftance  while  they  continued  un- 
der his  condud:,  which  was  to  be  as  far  as  Scamachie; 
upon  which  they  treated  him  and  his  retinue  with  fome 
fruit  and  brandy,  entertained  him  with  their  mufic, 
and  difchareed  fome  of  their  g-rcat  s;uns,  v/ith  which 
^\t  was  fo  pleafed,  that  he  no  iboner  returned  to  his 
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lodo-ings  than  he    fent  them  a  prefent  of  five  fheep, 
three  pitchers  of  wine,  and  fome  pomegranates. 

The  meiTengers  returned  with  advice,  that  meeting 
with  the  khan  at  fome  diftance  from  the  city,  he  had 
■given  them  a  very  kind  reception,  alluring  them,  that 
he  had  already  difpatched  a  Mehemander  to  condud 
and  provide  for  the  ambaffadors,  adding,  that  he  had 
been  informed,  that  their  retinue  confiited  of  three  hun- 
dred perfons  -,  but  that  if  they  had  twice  the  number  they 
fhouki  be  very  welcome,  and  that  he  longed  to  fee 
them.  He  then  enquired  concerning  the  quality  and 
temper  of  the  ambaffadors,  and  their  manner  of  life. 

The  firii  efteds  they  felt  from  the  governor  of  E|er- 
bent's  difpleafure,  was  his  denying  them  a  fufficient 
number  of  cattle  for  the  profecution  of  their  journey, 
which  obliged  them  to  fend  back  their  Mehemander  to 
Scamachie,  to  procure  fome  from  thence,  and  this 
forced  them  to  ilay  near  a  month  at  the  village  of  Nia- 
fabath. 

On  the  9th  of  December,  the  Tartar  prince  of 
Tarku,  whom  they  had  feen  near  Terki,  came  to  pay 
them  a  vifit,  in  company  with  his  brother,  and  a  red- 
nue  of  twenty  perfons,  and  the  next  day  he  fent  them 
a  prefent  of  an  ox,  fome  fheep,  and  two  large  pan- 
niers of  apples;  in  return  for  which,  the  ambaffadors 
prefented  him  with  fome  ells  of  cloth  andfattin,  a  vef- 
fel  of  brandy,  a  roll  of  pobacco,  and  a  barrel  of  gun- 
powder of  eighty  pounds  weight,  which  he  moft  ear- 
neftly  defired.  What  gave  the  ambaffadors  the  higheil 
fatisfadion  at  this  time  w^as  the  return  of  their  Mehe- 
mander, who  brought  them  the  agreeable  nev/s,  that 
within  fifteen  days  they  fhould  be  provided  with  cattk 
and  carriages  fufHcient  for  their  journey.  Accordingly, 
a  few  days  after,  fome  camels  and  horfes  arrived,  the 
reft  being  delayed  by  the  falling  of  the  fnow,^  which 
•rendered  the  roads  ilippery;  the  camels,  whofe  hoofs 
are  not  fo  flat  as  thofe  of  other  beafts,  cannot  travel  in 
the  fnow  without  much  hazard,  and  this  obliged  the 
ambaffadors  to  ilay  ten  days  longer,  during  which  Mr. 
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Brugman^  notwithftanding  the  remonftrances  of  the 
Perfians,  very  imprudently  caufed  fome  pieces  of  tim- 
ber that  were  brought  by  the  Sophi's  orders  to  the  fea- 
fide  for  the  buildmg  of  ftiips,  to  be  cut  in  pieces  to 
make  carriages  for  the  artillery. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  December,  two  Mehemanders,  one 

from  Scamachie,  and  the  other  from  Derbent,  brought 

forty  camels,  thirty  v/aggons  drawn  by  buffaloes,  and 

eighty  horfes,  when  the  baggage  being  loaded  and  fenc 

i  before  with  part  of  the  retinue,  there  were  but  fixty 

horfes  left  for  ninety-four  perfons ;  fome  of  the  fer- 

I  vants  and  -guards  were  therefore  obliged  to  travel  on 

I  foot.     They  proceeded  to   the  fouthw^ard,  along  the 

coaft  of  the  Cafpian  fea. 

The  firft  place  at  which  they  lodged  was  a  village 
!  called  Mordore,  four  leaoues  from   Niafabath.     The 
[  houfcs,  which  are   round,  like  thofe  of  the  Tartars^ 
I  were  built  of  oziers  and  canes.     They  fpent  the  night 
'  very  ill  for  want  of  fuel,  this  village  lying  in  the  midft 
of  fens.     The  many  fprings  about  this  place  fend  forth 
their  waters  with  fuch  violence  that  they  never  freeze^ 
[  and  the  brooks  which  flow  from  them  are  full  of  fwans, 
whofe  down  is  gathered  for  the  Sophi's  beds.     The 
inhabitants,  who  are  called  Padars,  ufe  a  peculiar  dia- 
led, which  partakes  both  of  the  Ferfian  and  Turkifb 
tongues.     They  are  Mahometans,  and  partly  of  the 
Turkiili  fe61:,  accompanied  v/ith  fome  odd  fuperftitions : 
thus  they  never  cut  their  meat  after  it  is  drelTed,  'tilt 
j  it  is  almoft  cold,  and  if  any  one  happens  to  breathe  or 
blow  upon  it,  they  caft  it  away  as  impure. 
I      On  the  fecond  day  after  they  left  Niafabath,  the  Me- 
j  hemander  brought  them  twenty  horfes    more,  v/hen 
I  leaving  part  of  their  ufelefs  baggage  behind,  the  whole 
j  retinue  mounted  on  horfeback,  and  travelled  to  a  very 
\  handlbme    village   called  Tachouii,  and  having  pro- 
ceeded three  leagues  farther  came  to  the  mountain  of 
i  Barmach,  where  they  lodged  that  night  in  a  caravan- 
fera.     Thefe  edifices  are  built  in  the  defarts  of  Perfia, 
within  a  day's  journey  of  each  other,  for  the  accom- 


256      TRAVELS  OF  THE  HOLSTEIN  AMBASSADORS 

modation  of  travellers.  This  was  an  ancient  fquarc 
ftru6bure  of  free-Hone,  about  forty  paces  each  way, 
and  here  they  (laid  all  the  following  day. 

On  the  26th  of  December  they  left  Barmach,  the 
fun  then  calling  a  greater  heat  than  it  does  with  us  in 
May.  The  baggage  took  the  way  through  the  plain 
towards  Bakuje  -,  but  the  ambafladors  with  the  reft  of 
the  company  on  horfeback,  proceeded  through  the 
mountains,  and  ftaid  that  night  at  the  village  of  Cha- 
nega,  where  they  met  with  moft  excellent  fruit  and  ho- 
ney, but  the  water  was  muddy  and  ftinking. 

On  the  27th,  they  travelled  to  the  village  of  Pyr- 
maraas,  famous  for  the  fepulchre  of  two  Perfian  faints, 
one  of  whom  is  named  Seid-Ibrahim.  This  fepulchre 
is  furrounded  with  walls,  and  has  two  courts  like  a 
caftle ;  but  though  the  ambalTadors  were  very  defirous 
of  taking  a  viev/  of  it,  they  were  only  permitted  to 
enter  the  firft  court,  in  which  were  many  fquare  ftones 
fet  up  on  the  end,  they  being  the  tomb -ftones  of  pri- 
vate perfons.  Our  author,  however,  having  an  ex- 
traordinary curiofity  to  obtain  a  fight  of  this  tomb,  got 
into  the  firft  court,  from  thence,  under  the  pretence  of 
taking  fome  infcriptions  in  his  book,  he  got  into  the 
fecond,  where  he  found  many  other  infcriptions,  in  the 
copying  of  w^hich  he  beftowed  about  half  an  hour; 
when,  perceiving  that  the  Perfians  took  no  farther  no- 
tice of  him,  he  ventured  to  draw  a  wooden  pin,  with 
which  the  door  that  leads  into  the  edifice  was  faftened, 
and  immediately  entering  it,  found  many  arched  apart- 
ments. In  the  firft  Vv-as  a  tomb,  enclofed  with  an  iron 
grate  juft  oppofite  to  the  door  -,  it  was  about  two  feet 
high,  and  had  as  many  fteps  to  get  up  to  it.  On  the 
left  hand  he  obferved  a  door,  that  led  him  into  a  large 
and  very  lightfome  gallery,  the  walls  of  which  were 
extremely  white,  and  the  floor  covered  with  rich  ta- 
peftry.  In  another  apartment  on  the  right  hand,  which 
was  vaulted,  he  lav/  ein;ht  hii?h.  tombs  ,  and  through, 
this  pafTed  into  another  vault,  where  was  the  fepulchre 
Seid-Ibrahim,  whofe  tomb,  which  was  two  feet  above 
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the  ground^  was  covered  with  a  carpet  of  yellow  da- 
mailv.  At  the  head  and  feet,  and  alfo  on  each  fide^ 
were  fcverai  wax  candles  in  brafs  candlefticks,  and 
many  lamps  hung  down  from  the  roof  of  the  vault. 
Thus  our  author  latis lied  his  curioiity,  without  receiv- 
ing any  prejudice  from  the  fuperftition  of  the  people. 

About  two  mufquet  iliot  to  the  ead:  of  the  fame  vil- 
lage, is  a  fumptuous  fepulchre  in  a  rock,  belonging  to  a 
Pcrfian  faint  named  Tiribabba,  faid  to  be  the  mafter  of 
Seid-lbrahim.  Both  thefe  places  are  famed  for  the  many 
pilgrimages  made  thither  by  the  Perfians.  Here  feveral 
chambers,  niches  and  holes  are  formed  vv^ithin  the  rock,  in 
which  the  pilgrims  take  up  their  lodgings,  and  perform 
their  devotions  ;  but  ibme  of  thefe  are  fo  high,  that  they 
cannot  get  up  to  them  without  ladders  of  twelve  or  fif- 
teen feet  in  leno;th.     Our  author  and  tv/o  others  made 
;  ihift,  however,  to  get  up  to  the  top  of  the  rock,  where 
I  they  found  four  fpacious  rooms,  and  feveral  niches  cut 
within  the  rock  to  ferve  for  beds  -,  but  what  mod  fur- 
I  prifed  them,  was  their   finding  upon  the  very  top   a 
\  vault,  which,  as  well  as  the  places  about  it,  feemed 
';  as  if  the   rock   was    made  up   of  fand  and  mufcle- 
!  Ihells. 

i  The  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Pyrmaraa^  abftain 
I  from  drinking  all  forts  of  wine,  for  fear  of  defiling 
I  thofe  holy  places,  and  it  is  obfervable,  that  near  the 
!  fepulchre  of  Seid-lbrahim,  is  a  large  cidern  of  Mty- 
I  two  {ttx.  in  length,  and  twenty  feet  in  breadth,  inclofed 
by  a  wall  of  free-ftone,  w^here  the  inhabitants  keep 
their  fnow  and  ice. 

On  the  29th,  the  khan  fent  to  inform  the  amJoaiTa- 
dors,  that  they  m^ight  make  their  entrance  into  Sca- 
machie  that  day  3  but  juft  as  they  w^ere  ready  to  take 
horfc,  a  mefTenger  arrived  to  intreat  them  to  fcay  at 
Pyrmaraas  till  the  next ;  and  to  mew  that  this  was  not 
done  with  any  finiiler  dclign,  lie  brought  a  prefent  of 
wine,  pomegranates,  apples,  pears,  quinces  and  chef- 
nuts,  and  for  each  of  the  ambafladors  a  very  fine  horfe 
VOL.  V.  K  k 
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with  ail  its  furniture.  This  delay,  it  was  afterwards 
found:,  proceeded  from  the  khan's  aftrologers,  who  had 
told  him,  that  it  was  no  fortunate  day  for  receiving  of 
ftrangers. 

The  next  morning,  however,  they  mounted  on  horfe- 
back,  in  order  to  make  their  entrance  into  the  city, 
which  vv'as  at  the  diftance  of  three  leagues.  V/hen  they 
had  proceeded  about  a  league,  they  were  met  by  a  mef-- 
fenger,  who  bid  them  welcome,  and  told  them  that  the 
khan  would  come  in  perfon  to  receive  them  without 
the  city,  and  afterv/ards  march  in  the  front  of  the  ca- 
valcade. Within  a  league  of  the  city  they  met  with 
thirty  gentlemen,  who  having  taken  a  view  of  them  re- 
turned, and  foon  after  they  met  with  one  hundred  more, 
v^ho  opened  en  both  fides,  and  let  them  pafs  through 
tliem.  About  two  mufKet  fhot  farther,  they  met  with 
another  troop  of  horfe,  among  whom  were  twelve  per- 
fons  who  had  their  turbans  pointed  at  the  top,  to  ihew 
that  they  were  of  thepoflerity  of  the  prophet  Hali.  Thefe, 
faluting  the  ambaiTadors  v/ith  a  lov/  inclination  of  the 
head^  bade  them  v/elcome,  and  having  kept  them  com- 
pany for  half  a  league,  there  appeared  to  the  right  a 
body  of  live  hundred  horfemen,  and  being  told  that  the 
khan  and  his  calenter,  or  lieutenant,  v/ere  among  them 
in  perfon,  and  that  the  open  fields  were  more  proper 
for  the  ceremonies  ufed  at  the  reception  of  ambaiTadors 
than  the  high  road  which  w^as  dirty,  they  proceeded 
dire61;ly  towards  the  khan,  who  waited  upon  an  emi- 
nence for  their  coming,  and  advanced  tow^ards  them,  as 
foon  as  he  perceived  them  turn  that  way.  He  had  on 
his  right  hand  a  guard  of  fix  men  armed,  v/ith  gilt  bows 
and  arrows,  and  as  many  on  his  left  with  m.ufquets,  and 
wMs  attended  by  a  numerous  retinue  of  gentlemen  on 
liorfeback,  all  dreifed  in  brocade,  with  mantles  and 
caps  embroidered  wath  gold  and  filver.  Being  come 
near  the  ambaiTadors,  he,  contrary  to  the  cufcoms  of 
Perfia,  took  one  and  then  the  other  by  the  hand,  and 
ordering  wine  to  be  poured  into  a  filver  veffel,  drank 
to  the  ambaiTadors,   \vho  pledged  him   tv/ice.     The 
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calenter  and  the  Miifcovite  envoy  already  mentioned^ 
who  v;a3  now  widi  die  khan,  alfo  bid  diem  welcome, 
by  giving  diem  their  hands. 

As  they  marched  along,  the  German  and  Periian 
muiic  led  the  way,  coniifting  of  trumpets,  haucboys, 
timbrels,  cornets,  tabors,  and  a  brafs  inftrument  call- 
ed kerrenai,  which  was  eigrht  feet  lonp-,  and  two  feet 
in  diameter  at  the  end.  They  had  not  proceeded  far 
before  the  khan  ordered  a  halt,  and  drank  ag-ain  to  the 
ambafTadors,  and  while  they  were  pledging  him  a  jei- 
ter  diverted  the  company  by  Tinging,  playing  v/ith 
cailagnets,  and  throv/ing  himfelf  into  a  thoufand  ridi- 
culous poftures.  Within 'a  quarter  of  a  league  of  the 
city,  they  were  met  by  a  body  of  2000  ArmxCnian  foot 
divided  into  five  regimiCnts,  diftinguifned  by  their  co- 
lours, and  m.ufic,  which  confided  of  pipes  and  two  brafs 
bafons  ilruck  againfl  each  odier.  Here  another  hale 
was  made  for  the  ambalTadors  to  drink,  and  at  the  city 
gate  they  were  received  by  another  band  of  mafic. 

The  khan,  having  invited  the  ambaffadors  to  fup- 
per,  would  have  them  crofs  the  court  on  Jiorfeback 
to  the  very  entrance  of  his  apartments  -,  but  the  reft  of 
\  his  retinue  alighted  at  the  outer  gate.  As  the  floors 
I  of  all  the  apartments  w^ere  covered  with  rich  carpets, 
the  Perfians  took  off  their  Hioes  before  they  went  in, 
but  the  ambaHadors  and  their  retinue  v/ere  condudled 
\  in  their  boots,  through  three  handfome  rooms,  into  a 
iamptuous  and  fpacious  hall,  the  walls  of  v/hich  were 
hung  with  paintings  of  naked  figures.  Round  a  foun- 
tain, which  was  in  the  middle  of  the  harl,  fcood  fsve- 
ral  filver  iiaggons,  and  bottles  of  wine  to  cool,  and 
feveral  tables  were  furniilied  v/ith  all  forts  of  con- 
lerves.  Oppofite  to  the  fountain,  the  ambaffadors 
Were  complimented  with  feats  m.ade  afl:er  the  European 
fafhion ;  the  khan  caafmg  one  of  them  to  fit  at  his 
right  hand,  and  the  other  at  his  left.  Upon  the  ground 
fat  the  calenter,  the  khan's  aftrologer,  phyfician,  and 
odier  perfons  of  difiinftion.  The  gentlemen  and  others 
of  the  retinue  were  placed  on  the  floor  on  the  other  fide 
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of  the  hallj  while  the  muficians  flood  diredtly  oppofite 
to  the  khan^  and  continued  playing  as  long  as  the  en- 
tertainment laited ;  and  near  the  door  flood  feveral 
lufty  young  men  dreiled  in  brocade,  with  their  bows 
and  arrows  in  a  fhooting  poflure.  Every  one  prefent 
flood  with  his  back  to  the  wall,  and  his  face  toward  the 
khan's  and  the  company,  a  cuilom  conflantly  obferved 
in  all  alTemblies  in  Perfia. 

Many  fmali  tables,  filled  v/ith  fruit  and  conferveS| 
were  firfl  brought  in,  and  tv^o  pages  were  employed  iii 
filling  wine  round  to  all  the  company.  After  fom^' 
time  thefe  v/ere  removed,  and  the  like  tables  cover* 
ed  with  fine  painted  callico,  placed  in  their  fliead, 
to  ferve  the  meat  upon.  About  an  hour  after,  the 
meat  being  taken  away,  fome  other  conferves  were 
ferved  up,  and  thefe  tables  being  foon  removed,  greait 
pieces  of  linen,  w^hich  were  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  oi 
table-cloths,  v^ere  fpreadupon  the  floor  on  the  tapeilry. 
At  flipper  the  carver  came  in  v/ith  a  great  wooden  difh 
full  of  pieces  of  a  thin  baked  pafle,  three  {ttt  in  lengtlt, 
and  as  m^any  in  breadth,  one  of  which  he  gave  to  each 
of  the  company  inflead  of  a  napkin.  The  meat  wa| 
then  brought  in  large  pewter  difiies,  which  being  ^cl 
in  the  middle  of  the  hall,  the  carver  kneeling  dcwnj, 
cut  it  into  pieces,  ?nd  divided  it  into  little  diihes,  on^ 
of  which  was  ferved  to  every  perfon  in  the  company^ 
each  of  v/hom  had  a  pot  ftanding  by  him,  to  fpit  in^ 
and  to  hold  bones,  parings,  and  cores  of  fruit. 

As  the  governor's  palace  was  feated  upon  the  afceiit 
of  a  hill,  they  had  the  view  of  a  vaft  number  oflamp% 
which  in  obedience  to  the  khan's  orders  were  put  up  ij? 
all  the  houfes  of  the  city;  and  the  khan,  being  defirouj^ 
of  letting  the  ambaffadors  fee  his  dexterity  in  fliooting, 
fhev/ed  them,  a  lamp,  v/hich  he  flruck  out  twice  fuc- 
cefFively  with  a  mufquet  fliot.  In  fhort,  he  at  length 
conduced  the  ambalfadors  into  a  room  that  had  fire  in 
it,  where  he  again  entertained  them  with  conferves, 
wine  and  brandy,  of  which  lafl:  a  Perfian  of  qualitj^ 
|:oo]^  fo  miUch,  that  he  was  the  nex  day  found  dead  \r 
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his  bed.  The  company  parted  about  midnight,  and 
the  ambailadors,  with  their  retinue,  were  lodged  among 
the  Armenians. 

On  the  6th  of  January  the  ambafTadors,  at  the  khan's 
invitation,  went  to  fee  the  ceremonies  ufed  by  the  Ar- 
menians at  the  confecration  of  the  holy  water,  or  the 
baptifm  of  the  crofs.  This  feafl:  is  alfo  celebrated  by 
the  Mufcovites,  and  fomiC  other  Chriilians.  It  was 
performed  without  the  city,  mafs  being  firft  faid  with 
much  the  fame  ceremonies  as  are  ufed  by  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  Europe ;  after  which  a  fermon  was 
preached  by  their  brfhop,  at  the  Armenian  chapel,  at 
which  the  ambaffadors  were  prefent. 

The  Armenians  having  by  the  khan's  order,  brought 

fifteen  horfes   for  the  gentlemen  of  the  retinue,  they 

rode  to  the  river  fide,  half  a  league  from  the  city,  while 

the  people  flocking  thither  from  all  parts,  went  in  pro- 

ceiTion  with  pictures,    crofFes,  and  banners,  under  a 

guard  of  a  ilrong  party  of  fordiers,  to  prote6t  them  a- 

gainil  the  infults  of  the  MahomiCtans.     The  khan  had 

caufed  a  tent  very  richly  furniihed,  to  be  pitched  oppoiite 

the  palace,  where  the  ceremony  Vv^as  to  be  performed.; 

and  a  collation  was  ordered  to  be  got  ready.     On  his 

left  hand  was  the  Mufcovite  envoy,  with  many  other 

gentlemen;  and  on  his  right  hand,  the  ambaffadors  and 

the  chief  of  their  retinue,  who  being  feated,  the  khan 

ordered   the   Armenians   to   begin   their  ceremonies, 

which  they  accordingly  did,  by  reading  at  the   river 

j  fide,  while  four  men  leaped  in  naked,  and  fv/am  about 

I  for  fomiC  time  to  open  the  waters   which  were  a  little 

^j  frozen.     A  fpaniel  happening  to  leap  in   after  them, 

|l  greatly  delighted  the  Perfxans,  v/ho,  confidering  a  dog 

!j  as  an  unclean  creature,  Vv'ere  glad  to  fee  thefe  ceremiO- 

[1  nies  thus  defiled.  After  the  biihop  had  continued  read- 

'1  ing  for  an  hour,  and  the  affembly  had  given  over  fmg- 

ing,  and  playing  on  timbrels,  he  poured  a  little  confe- 

crated  oil  in  the  w^ater;  and  after  having  dipped  into 

It  a  crofs  fet  with  precious  flones,  gave  it  his  benedic- 

tion^  by  holding  the  Crozier  over  it.     This  was  no 
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fooncr  done,  than  the  Armenians  ran  to  the  river  fide, 
fome  of  them  plunging  into  it,  others  drinking,  and 
others  fprinkling  their  faces^  while  fome  of  the  khan's 
domeflics  ridiculed  them,  by  dafhing  the  water  amono- 
the  prieils  and  womcn^,  till  he  commanded  them  to  for- 
bear; though  he  at  the  fame  time  permitted  hisjefter, 
and  fome  others,  to  caper  about  in  mockery  of  the  poor 
Arrnenians,  who  danced  about  their  bifhop.  The  khan's 
phyfician,  who  was  an  Arabian,  had  the  impudence  to 
alk  the  ambaffadors,  whether  they  believed  Jefus  Chrift 
to  be  the  Son  of  God ;  to  which  he  was  anfwered,  that 
they  believed  him  to  be  the  true  God;  but  that  it  was 
very  uncivil  to  feoff  at  their  religion,  about  which  they 
Hiould  notdifpute  v/ith  him.  The  ceremony  was  con- 
cluded with  a  good  collation,  at  which  the  khan  drank 
fo  plentifully,  that  finding  himfelf  unable  to  bear  more, 
he  mounted  his  horfe,  and  left  the  company  without 
the  leaft  ceremony,  and  all  the  refc  of  the  Perfians  fol- 
io v/ed  his  example.  It  is  indeed  cuftomary  with  the 
Perfians  to  go  when  they  have  enough,  without  mak- 
ing the  leaft  excufe ;  and  this  freedom  is  always  ob- 
ferved,  both  by  their  guefts  and  thofe  who  invite 
them. 

During  their  abode  at  Scamachie,  which  was  three 
months,  all  which  time  they  v/aited  for  orders  from 
court,  the  governor  and  calenter  did  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  divert  them  with  hunting,  and  frequent 
vifits  and  prefents.  On  the  loth  of  January,  the  ca- 
lenter, having  invited  the  ambaffadors  and  all  their  re- 
tinue to  a  great  feaft,  conduced  them  through  all  the 
apartments  of  his  palace,  which,  both  in  its  buildings 
and  furniture,  much  exceeded  that  of  the  khan.  The 
hall  where  they  dined  was  arched,  and  adorned  with  a 
kind  of  (bjcco  Vs^ork,  wrought  into  leaves  and  branches, 
and  f**om  this  room  there  was  a  profpe6t  over  all  the 
gardens  ;  bur  what  appeared  moft  agreeable  to  our  au- 
thor, was  a  fountain,  which,  iffijing  out  of  the  gallery 
en  cue  fide  of  the  hall,  caft  its  water  very  high,  anci 
{idiin<z  into  a  lower  bafon^  was  from  thence  conveyet 
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to  another  fountain  in  the  middle  of  the  garden.  The 
khan,  with  feveral  of  his  courtiers,  and  the  marfhal  of  the 
Sophi's  court,  who  had  lately  arrived  from  Ifpahan, 
were  alfo  prefent  at  the  feail,  which  lafted  till  night, 
when  the  ambaffadors  were  condudled  back  to  their 
lodgings  with  lighted  torches. 

On  the  1 8th  of  January,  the  ileward,  fecretary,  and 
comptroller,  were  fent  with  the  ambaffadors'  prefent  to 
the  khan  -,  thefe  confifting  of  ten  ells  of  fcarlet,  and 
five  ells  of  blue  fattin,  a  barrel  of  brandy,  a  cheil  con- 
taining two  dozen  of  bottles  of  different  forts  of  fpirits, 
and  fome  knives  with  amber  hafts. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  our  author  by  accident 
v/ent  into  a  great  houfe  near  the  bazar,  which  from  its 
ftrutlure,  and  the  noblenefs  of  its  galleries,  refembled 
.a  college.  This  edifice  he  found  to  be  one  of  thoie 
public  fchools  called  Mandrefa,  of  which  there  are 
many  in  Perfia.  While  he  was  taking  a  view  of  the 
buildings,  he  faw  fome  walking,  and  others  fitting  with 
books  in  their  hands  -,  one  of  the  maderis  who  read  public 
ledures,  coming  up,  and  obferving  upon  our  author's 
cane  the  following  v/ords  engraved  in  Arabic,  In  the 
name  of  the  merciful  God  who  fheweth  mercy,  (afen- 
tence  which  the  Perfians  generally  put  at  the  beginning 
of  their  writings)  he  delircd  to  have  it,  promifmg  to 
give  him  a  better  the  next  day ;  but  our  author  refuhng 
to  give  it  him,  he  cut  out  the  word  Alia  or  God,  and 
putting  it  into  a  clean  piece  of  paper,  told  him  that  the 
name  of  God  ought  not  to  be  put  upon  a  walking 
ftick. 

The  next  day,  intending  to  return  to  the  fame  col- 
lege, our  author  caufed  a  verv  handfome  celeflial  o;lobe 
i  to  be  brought  along  ¥7 ith  him;  but  by  miftake,  he  hap- 
pened to  go  into  another,  where  he  was  very  civilly 
received  by  the  profelTors,  regents,  and  frudents,  who 
much  admired  the  globe,  and  were  furprifed  to  find  that 
;  aftronomy  and  the  mathematics  in  general,  flourifned 
}^>etter  in  Europe  than  in  Periia,  where  they  were  ftill 
ignorant  of  the  ufe  of  the  globe,  and  only  made  ufe  of 
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an  aflrolabe,  for  the  inflru6lion  of  their  itudents  -,  they; 
could,  however,  name  all  the  figns  of  the  Zodiac,  and 
let  him  know,  that  they  were  acquainted  with  the 
names  of  many  of  the  ftars. 

At  another  time  he  had  the  curiofity  to  go  into  a 
Metzid  or  fchool,  near  his  quarters,  where  they  in- 
ftrud  their  children.  The  young  fcholars  fat  all  around 
clofe  to  the  wall,  the  moUah,  or  fchool-mailer,  with 
fome  other  aged  perfons,  fitting  in  the  midfc  of  the 
hall,  whither  they  alfo  invited  him  as  foon  as  they  faw 
him  enter.  The  mollah  permitted  him  to  turn  over 
the  koran  he  had  in  his  hand,  which  done,  he  took  it 
back  and  kiiTed  it,  and  then  offered  to  him  to  kifs> 
v/hich  he  declining,  and  kiiTmg  another  inilead  of  ir^, 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  tht  mailer  told  him  v/ith  a.' 
fmile,  he  had  done  very  v/ell.  Our  author  faw  herej 
among  the  reft,  an  aftrologer  of  near  fixty-five  years  of 
age,  who  v/as  reading  Euclid  to  his  difciples.  Our  au- 
thor knew  the  book  by  the  figures,  and  having  made* 
fome  demonftrations  as  well  as  he  could  exprefs  him- 
felf,  the  old  man  was  fo  pleafed  with  him,  that  he 
pulled  out  his  brafs  aftrolabe,  and  a&ed  him,  whether 
he  had  ever  feen  fuch  an  inftrument,  or  knew  the  ufe^ 
of  it.  ^  Our  author  no  fooner  anfwered  in  the  afHrma- 
tive,  and  that  he  had  one  at  his  lodgings,  but  he  was 
fo  urgent  with  him  to  fee  it,  that  he  went  home  to  fetch 
it,  and  alfo  brought  the  globe  along  v/ith  him.  They 
were  much  furprifed  at  the  inilruments,  and  much  more 
when  he  underftood  that  he  had  made  the  afcrolabC: 
him.felf^  and  being  deiirous  of  feeing  how  he  could  di- 
vide the  degrees  with  fuch  exa6lnei3,  as  they  had  no. 
inftruments  fit  for  that  purpofe,  he  fliewed  them  ho\V 
this  might  eafily  be  performed  i  at  which  the  oldmati 
was  fo  well  fatisfied,  that  he  ever  after  gave  him  all  pof- 
fible  demonftrations  of  his  friendfnip,  frequently  vifited 
him,  and  save  him  the  lono-ltude  and  latitude  of  the 
chief  cities  of  Afia,  v/hich  he  afterw^ards  comparcQ 
with  his  own  obfervations,  and  found  veryexacl:. 
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The  7th  of  February,  being  the   21  ft   day  of  their 
principal  feail  at  Lent,  the  Perfians  celebrated  their 
feflival,  in  memory  of  their  great  patron  Hali,  v/hich 
was  performed  in  a  houfe  built  for  that  purpofe  with- 
out the  city.     Oppofite  a  gallery,  in  ¥/hich  were  the 
khan,  the  calenter,  and  other  principal  courtiers,  was 
placed  an  open  chair,  eight  feet  high^  under  a  kind  of 
linen  canopy,  for  the  chatib  or  prelate,  who  was  dreifed 
in  blue,  the  mourning  colour  of  the  Perfians.  He  read 
for  two  hours  in  a  book  of  the  life  and  memorable  ac- 
tions of  Hali,  iin<?ins;  out  his  v/ords  in  a  loud  and  dole- 
ful,  yet  intelligible  voice,  except  when  he  came  to  fome 
extraordinary   paffage,    or  moral  fentence,  when   he 
only  pronounced  the  liril  word,  the  reft  being  fung  by 
the  priefts,  who  furrounded  him  in  great  numbers  ^  and 
at  the  end  of  every  fuch  paffage,  one  of  them  cried  out, 
God's  curfe  on  him  who  killed  Hali.    When  the  whole 
affembly  anfwered.  Rather  more  than  lefs.     On  his 
coming  to  a  paffage,  where  Hali  tells  his  children  that 
he  Ihould  not  live  long,  and  prophefies  by  whom  he  is 
to  be  killed,  the  Perfians  begin  to  weep. 
When  the  chatib  had  ended,  the  khan  fent  him  a 
;  filk  garment,  and  then  the  proceffion  began,  in  which 
j  three  camels  carried  three  coffins,  covered  with  black 
cloth,  which  reprefent  thofe  of  Hali  and  his  two  fons. 
j  Thefe  were  followed  by  two  chells  covered  with  blue 
1  cloth,  full  of  the  religious  treatifes  written  by  Hali;  next 
\  appeared  two  very  fine  hories,  carrying  upon  their  iad- 
\  dies,  bows,  arrows,  turbans,  and  flags.  Then  came  a  man 
i  carrying  on  the  top  of  a  long  pole,  a  kind  of  tov/er,  to 
!  which  were  faftened  four  fcymeters,  fo  covered  with 
\  ribbons,  that  they  could  fcarce  be  diflinguiihed.     In 
j  the  rear  came  many  men  with  little   boxes  on  their 
i  heads,  in  which  the  koran  lay  open.     The  boxes  were 
covered  with  feathers  and  flow^ers,  and  the  men  came 
dancing  and  leaping  in  cadence,  to  a  doleful  tune  play- 
ed on  hautboys,  timbrels,  flagelets,  and  tabors;  while 
on  the  other  fide,  many  boys  danced  and  fung  together, 
VOL.    V.  LI 
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clapping  one  another  upon  the  fhoulders,  and  repeat- 
ing the  name  ef  Hali,  and  thofe  of  his  two  fons,  Haf- 
fan  and  HolTcin.  This  fcfl'ival  is  celebrated  on  the 
fame  day  all  over  Perfia.  The  day  after  the  feaft,  the 
khan  made  a  magniiicent  entertainment  for  the  whole 
courtj  at  which  the  ambafladors  were  prefent. 

On  the  27th,  the  meffenger  fent  to  Ifpahan^  returned 
with  orders  for  the  departure  of  the  am.baffadorSj  at 
which  they  were  greatly  rejoiced,  andrefolved  to  amufe 
themfelves  w^ith  hunting  before  they  left  Scamachie. 
As  the  khan  was  prevented  from  going  with  them  by 
fome  extraordinary  bufmefs^  he  fent  them  his  huntf- 
man,  with  his  hounds  and  hawks,  and  among  the  reft  a 
leopard,  fo  well  taught,  that  he  would  ftart  and  take  a 
hare,  as  well  as  a  greyhound,  and  was  as  much  at  com- 
mand as  a  letting  dog. 

On  the  ift  of  March,  the  Perfians  celebrated  ano- 
ther feftival  called  Chummehater,  in  memory  of  the 
day  when  Hali  took  pofTeffion  of  the  eftate  of  Maho-* 
m.et.  Upon  this  occafion  the  khan  treated  the  ambaf- 
fadors  under  a  tent  near  the  river  fide,  and  they  had  the 
diverfion  of  feveral  forts  of  dancing  ;  in  particular,  a 
youth  played  extremely  well  upon  two  little  cymbals^ 
dancing  to  them  with  great  addrefs;  and  an  Arabian 
Moor  leaped  and  danced  between  the  porcelain  difhes 
in  which  the  meat  was  brought  up,  with  fuch  fkill  as 
not  to  touch  one  of  them.  The  khan  being  alfo  dif-. 
pofed  to  fhew  his  flcill  at  the  bov/,  caufed  one  of  the 
rings  with  which  the  Perfians  bend  their  bows,  ard 
which  they  commonly  wear  ujx)n  their  thumbs,  to  be 
faftened  to  a  horfe  hair,  and  held  by  a  boy  at  about  fix 
paces  diftance,  when  he  cut  it  twice  one  after  another 
with  his  arrow  j  and  an  apple  being  thrown  up  into  the 
air,  he  fliot  it  with  a  firelock. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  the  khan  cam.e  in  company 
with  the  calenter  to  take  leave  of  the  am.baiTadors;  a^' 
he  v/as  going  a  journey,  and  did  not  expe6l  to  return 
before  their  departure  ;  but  his  phyfician,  who  pre-, 
tended  to  fome  ikill  in  aftrology,  having  obferved,  that 
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the  fky  told  him  it  was  no  lucky  hour  to  enter  into  the 
ambaffadors  lodgings,  they  fell  to  drinking  plentifully 
in  the  coupt.  When  the  khan,  taking  particular  no^ 
tice  of  a  very  handfome  lad  who  was  one  of  the  ambaf- 
fador  Crufius's  pages,  afked  the  phyfician,  whether  he 
was  not  a  very  fine  boy,  and  faid,  that  he  wifhed  he 
was  his  fon  3  upon  which  the  phyfician  began  to  confult 
the  heavens  again,  though  it  was  neither  night  nor  a 
clear  iky,  and  told  the  khan,  that  if  by  viewing  the 
boy  again,  he  could  imprint  a  ftrong  idea  of  him  in  his 
imagination,  and  would  immediately  go  and  pay  a  vific 
to  one  of  his  w^omen,  he  might  infallibly  get  fuch  an^ 
other  boy,  which  he  and  his  company  believing,  he 
viewed  the  boy  once  more,  and  then  getting  on  horfe- 
back,  immediately  departed. 

On  the  24th,  the  khan  of  Scamachie  fent  away  the 
iifual  new-year's-gift  for  the  Sophi,  which  confided  of 
fome  very  line  horfes  richly  harneiled,  fome  camels 
laden  with  Ruffia  leather,  feveral  rich  fluffs,  thirty 
bags  filled  with  fwans  down,  and  a  great  number  of 
handfome  boys  and  girls.  The  khan  at  the  fame  time 
going  his  journey,  left  the  management  of  the  am- 
bafladors  affairs  to  the  calenter,  who  immediately  af- 
ter fent  to  their  quarters  the  fum  of  fixty  tumains, 
amounting  to  one  thoufand  crowns,  as  a  reimburfe- 
ment  for  the  expences  they  had  been  at  during  their 
ilay  at  Scamachie  :  but  this  not  amounting  to  half 
the  fum,  the  ambaffador  Brugman  fent  him  v/ord,  that 
he  knew  not  whether  the  fum  was  fent  from  the  Sophi 
or  khan  j  but  that  it  ihould  be  carried  fealed  up  as  it 
was  to  Ilpahan,  and  that  he  could  not  forbear  complain- 
ing of  the  injury  done  them  in  detaining  them  fo  long, 
contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  court,  defiring,  that  fpecdy 
care  mWht  be  taken  for  their  dcDarture.  To  this,  the 
calenter  replied,  that  the  fum  had  been  ienc  by  his 
majelly's  orders,  and  diat  he  was  much  concerned  at 
the  delay  of  their  journey,  which  v/as  occafioned  by  the 
largenefs  of  their  retinue,  and  the  quantity  of  their  bag- 
gage. 
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Scamachie,  the  capital  city  6f  the  province  of  Schir- 
warij  is  fituated  in  a  valley  inclofed  between  two  moun- 
tains, and  lies  in  40^.  50'.  north  latitude.  It  is  di- 
vided into  the  north  and  fouth  city.  The  walls  of  the 
lail  were  pulled  down  by  Shah  Abbas  -,  but  the  former 
v/hich  is  Ibmewhat  larger  than  the  other,  and  contains 
about  900  houfes,  has  its  walls  flill  (landing  -, ,  though 
they  are  fo  low,  and  furrounded  by  fo  poor  a  ditch, 
that  a  perfon  may  pafs  into  the  city  at  any  time.  The' 
whole  city  has  five  gates  j  but  the  ftreets  are  very 
narrow,  and  the  houfes,  which  are  moilly  built  with 
earth,  are  very  low.  The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  Ar- 
menians and  Georgians,  who  ufmg  different  lan- 
guages, here  make  ufe  of  the  Turkifh  which  is ; 
common  to  both,  not  only  in  the  province  of  Schir- 
wan,  but  all  over  Perfia.  Their  chief  trade  con- 
fiits  in  filk,  either  raw  or  wove,  and  callicoes. 
Moft  of  the  {hops  are  in  the  fouth  city,  where  is  the 
great  bazar  into  which  many  ftreets  enter,  all  of  them 
covered  for  the  coveniency  of  the  fhop-keepers.  Near 
the  above  bazar,  are  alfo  two  large  ftore- houfes  divid- 
ed into  many  galleries  and  chamibers,  one  for  the  con- 
venience  of  the  Mufcovite  merchants,  v/ho  there  fell 
RufTia  leather,  furs,  copper,  tin,  and  other  commo- 
dities ;  the  other  is  for  the  CircaiTian  Tartars,  who 
bring  fcarcely  any  thing  elfe  but  horfes,  Vv^omen,  young 
lads,  and  handfome  maids,  which  they  ileal  on  the 
frontiers  of  Mufcovy.  The  Jews  have  alfo  a  pare 
of  this  florehoufe  alligned  them  for  their  merchandizes, 
v/hich  confifl  of  the  befl  w^oollen  tapeilry,  filk  fluffs, 
callico,  gold  and  fiiver  brocades,  bows,  arrows,  and 
fcymeters.  The  city  has  alfo  three  hamans  or  public 
baths,  the  ufe  of  which  is  as  general  in  Perfia  as  in  ^ 
Mufcovy. 

Near  the  city  are  the  ruins  of  an  old  flrong  caftle, 
upon  a  high  and  fleep  mountain,  near  which  is  a  valley 
watered  by  a  very  pleafant  brook,  and  adorned  in  the 
fpringwith  an  incredible  quantity  of  tulips.  Between 
this  fort  and  the  city,  are  alfo  to  be  feen,  upon  a 
mountain  that  ej^ceed  the  laft  mentioned  in  height,  vno 
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chapels ;  in  the  largeft  of  which  is  a  very  high  fepul- 
chre,  hung  about  with  many  pieces  of  cloth  and  other 
rags  of  different  colours,  and  alfb  feverai  rods  of  iron 
pointed  at  the  end  like  arrows ;  in  the  other  are  two 
tombs  adorned  much  after  the  famx  manner.  They 
belonged  to  fome  of  their  faints,  and  near  them  the 
inhabitants  frequently  perform  their  devotions.  From 
this  lafl  chapel  there  is  an  eafy  defcent  into  a  large  vault, 
where  is  a  fepulchre  of  one  of  their  king's  daughters, 
named  Amalek  Kanna,  who  having  an  averfion  to 
marriage,  being  betrothed  by  her  father  to  a  certain 

I  Tartarian  prince,  laid  violent  hands  on  herfelf.  In  the 
hot  feafon  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  retire  to  this  and 
the  other  mountain,  the  traders  and  fnop-kecpers  of 
Scamachie  flaying  there  only  in  the  night,  while  the 
khan  and  other  perfons  of  quality,  dwell  there  in  tents 

i  during  the  three  hotteft  months  of  the  year. 

i      On  the  27th  of  March,  60  v/aggons  and  laofaddle- 

■  horfes  being  brought  to  the  ambaffadors  for  the  profe- 
cution  of  their  journey,  they  fent  away  their  baggage 

I  immediately,  and  follov/ed  it  the  next  morning,  whtn 
I  the  ambaffador  Brugman,  beinsr  much  diffatisfied  with 
I  the  treatment  he  had  received  at  Scamachid,  ordered 
1  them  to  depart  tvv'o  hours  before  day,  v/hen  proceeding 

■  on  foot  without  the  leaft  noife,  they  took  horfe  without 
;  the  gate.  Having  travelled  about  a  league  and  a  half, 
« they  came  to  the  fepulchre  of  another  Perfian  faint, 
!  and  being  overtaken  by  a  violent  ilorm  of  lightning, 
'thunder,  wind,  rain  and  fnow,  they  had  the  misfortune 
,  of  being  obliged  to  endure  the  tempeil,  and  to  fpend 
;  the  night  under  the  bare  heavens  for  want  of  their  tents ; 
;and  the  next  day  the   ambaifador  Brugman,    finding 

tnat  fome  of  the  cannon  had  been  left  behind  at  Sca- 
mache  for  want  of  camels,  exclaimed  in  very  abufive 
terms  againft  the  khan  and  calenter,  in  the  prefenceof 
the  mehemander,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  want  of 
provifions  and  lodgings,  would  have  obliged  the  v/hole 
company  to  flay  there  'till  they  were  brought  up.  But 
It  being  rcfolved  to  proceed  forwards,  they  advanced 
two  leagues  to  a  caravanfera,  and  after  travelling  two 
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leagues  more  came  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  of  Sea- 
machie,  on  which  they  palTed  through  a  fine  fertile 
plain,  which  both  in  the  fpring  and  winter,  is  as  cold 
as  moft  parts  of  Europe.  But  no  fooner  were  they 
come  to  the  defcent,  than  they  faw  before  them  another 
plain  that  extended  above  ten  leagues,  and  was  covered 
v/ith  a  beautiful  verdure ;  and  foon  after,  they  difco- 
vered  at  a  diftance,  the  confluence  of  the  two  celebrat- 
ed rivers  Araxes  and  Cyrus.  After  an  eafy  defcent, 
they  took  up  their  lodgings  in  fome  Tartarian  huts, 
which  the  fnepherds  had  fet  up  near  their  flocks. 

On  the  30th  of  March  they  proceeded  four  leagues 
through  the  plain  at  the  village  of  Kafilu,  and  by  the 
way  m.et  v/ith  a  company  of  Tartars,  who  had  packed 
up  their  huts,  houfehoid  goods,  and  other  moveables, 
with  their  wives  and  children,  in  v/aggons,  or  upon 
horfes,  cows  and  ailes.  They  had  ever  after  fair  wea- 
ther and  a  ferene  fky,  except  when  they  travelled  over 
the  mountains,  where  it  appeared  a  little  overcaft  in 
the  morning,  but  thefe  clouds  were  foon  after  difpelied 
by  the  beams  of  the  fun. 

On  the  jifb,  they  proceeded,  two  leagues  to  the 
village  of  Tzawat  upon  the  right  fide  of  the  river  Kur, 
where  the  houfes  were  all  built  of  reeds  and  canes,  and 
covered  v/ith  earth.  The  meadow  grounds  along  this 
river  are  full  of  liquorice,  the  fcalks  of  which  are  fome- 
times  thicker  than  a  man's  arm,  and  the  juice  is  in- 
comparably fweeter  than  that  of  Europe. 

The  river  Kur,  anciently  called  Cyrus,  is  a  com- 
mon boundary  between  the  tv/o  provinces  of  Shirwan 
and  Mokan,  vvhich  are  joined  by  a  bridge  of  boats  near 
Tzawat.  They  had  no  fooner  pafTed  over  the  bridge, 
but  another  mehem.ander  fent  by  the  governor  of  Ar- 
debil,  brought  them  40  frelh  camels  and  ^00  horfes, 
becaufe  they  could  not  fo  conveniently  make  ufe  of 
waggons  in  pafTing  over  the  mountains,  and  alfo  fur- 
nifned  them  v/ith  plenty  of  provifions.  That  night 
they  took  up  their  quarters  in  huts  fet  up  for  that  pur- 
pcfe  at  the  entrance  of  a  very  extenfive  heath. 
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The  next  day  they  travelled  four  Perfian  leagues  over 
the  heath,  and  lodged  that  night  in  huts  as  before.     In 
pairing  along  they  faw  a  kind  of  deer  feeding  in  herds, 
which  refembled  harts,  but  were  red ;  and  their  horns 
being  without  brow-antlers,  were  fmooth  and  turned 
backwards  like  thofe  of  the  wild  goat.    Being  the  next 
day  forced  to  leave  the  heath,  which  was  the  nearefl 
way,  for  want  of  water,  they  travelled  to  the  torrent 
of  Balbaru,  where  they  found  a  bundance  of  tortoifes 
that  had  laid  their  eggs  in  the  fand.     Some  of  the  peo- 
piplc,  having  the  curiofity  to  crofs  the  current  to  fee 
the  manner  in  which  the  inhabitants  lived  on  the  other 
I  fide,  found  many  of  the  children  entirely  naked,  and 
the  reft  covered  only  with  callico  fmocks.     They  re- 
ceived thefe  gentlemen  very  civilly,  and  treated  them 
;  with  milk,  imagining  they  were  fent  for  by  the  Sophi 
;  to  ferve  in  his  wars  againft  the  turks  -,    they  therefore 
I  willied  them  all  imaginable  fuccefs,  and  that  they  might 
!  drive  their  enemies  before  them  as  far  as  Stambol  or 
Conftantinople. 

On  the  loth  of  April,  being  Eafter  Monday,  they 
.  made  their  entry  into  Ardebil.     Firft  a  troop  of  horfe- 
I  men  faluted  them,  and  then  returned  to  the  city.    The 
calenter  of  Ardebil,  a  pcrfon  in  years,  afterwards  met 
I  them    near  the  village  of  Kelhoran,  which  from  its 
I  many  fteeples  and  towers  built  of  ftone  of  feveral  co- 
\  lours,  they  took  for  the  city  Ardebil.     The  calenter, 
,  having  faluted  the  ambalTadors,    rode  by  their   fide. 
They  afterwards  paffed  a  fpacious  plain,  through  a 
confiderable  body  of  horfe  and  foot  which  opened  to 
make  way  for  them.     Soon  after  they  were  met  by  the 
^  governor  of  Ardebil,  at  the  head  of  1000  horfe,  and 
after  the  firil  compliments  were  paft  on  both  fides,  he 
rode  between  the  ambaifadors.     In    the   van   march- 
ed two  lads  covered  withiheep-llcins  of  feveral  colours, 
,  each  of  them  carrying  an  orange  on  the  top  of  a  pole, 
land  fmging  certain  verfes  in  praife  of  Mahomet,  Hali 
i  and  Shah  Sefi.  Thefe  v<^ere  followed  by  others,  who  in  a 
moil  furprizing  manner  imdtated  the  fmging  of  nightin- 
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gales  and  other  birds :  the  timbrels  and  hautboys  played  j 
fome  of  the  people  danced  j  others  fung,  and  others  ex- 
preffed  their  joy  at  feeing  the  ambaffadors^  by  flinging 
up  their  caps.  Near  the  city,  the  guards  were  placed  in 
two  files,  clothed  in  coats  of  mail,  with  feathers  in  their 
caps,  and  bows  and  arrows  in  their  hands.  As  they  ap- 
proached the  city  gates,  the  crowd  of  people  wasfo  gr-eat, 
that  it  was  necelfary  to  force  a  way  through  them  with 
bulls  pizzles ;  and  within  the  city,  the  houfe  tops,  win- 
dows, fteeples,  and  trees,  were  crowded  with  fuch  as 
came  from  ail  parts  to  be  fpe6lators,  of  their  entrance. 

The  ambalfadors,  and  the  gentlemen  of  their  reti- 
nue, were  conduced  by  the  khan  himfelf  through  a 
fpacious  garden  into  a  noble  fummer-houfe,  and  treated 
v/ith  a  moil  fplendid  collation  in  a  very  {lately  galle^-y, 
while  the  reft  were  entertained  below  in  a  tent  ereded 
for  that  purpofe.  During  the  collation  they  had  the 
bed  mufic  Perfia  could  afford,  and  a  dance  performed 
by  archers,  who  held  bows  and  arrows  in  their  hands. 
After  the  collation,  the  ambaiTadors  were  conduced  to 
very  fpacious  lodgings  in  one  of  the  beft  parts  of  the 
city,  which  formerly  belonged  to  Sara  Chutza,  the  lord 
high  chancellor  of  Perfia. 

The  next  day  was  brought  to  the  ambaiTadors  the 
thabenick,  which  are  certain  dilhes  of  meat  for  three 
meals,  fent  to  all  perfons  of  quality  that  come  to  Ar- 
debil,  purfuant  to  an  ancient  inflitution.  Thirty-twc 
large  dilhes  or  rather  bafons,  were  full  of  rice  of  all 
colours,  upon  which  the  boiled  and  roafled  meat  were 
laid  v/ith  fome  omelets  and  paftry,  according  to  the 
Perfian  fafnion.  The  foilowlng  day,  a  very  plentifu. 
allowance  was  fettled  for  their  kitchen,  when  the  khar 
paid  them  a  vifit,  made  them  the  kindefl  offers  of  hi.' 
fervice,  of  which  he  afterwards  gave  them  real  de- 
monflrations.  The  fame  day  he  feiit  an  exprefs  to  th( 
court  to  notify  their  arrival  at  Ardebil ;  but  this  ex 
prefs  did  not  return  till  two  m.onths  after. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  which  is  the  Great  Bairam 
or  fefcival  called  Kurban,  in  remembrance  of  the  facri- 
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itt  Abraham  was  going  to  make  of  his  fori;,  they  kill 
afheep  or  lamb  before  break  of  day^  each  at  his  own 
door,  which  they  cut  to  pieces,  and  give  them  ail  to 
the  poor^  not  even  faving  the  fl^in.  This  is  done  in 
imitation  of  Abraham,  who  they  fay,  refer ved  nothing 
of  the  ram  he  facrificed  inftead  of  Ifaac. 

On  the  27th  in  the  evening,  the  khan  informed  the 
ambafTadors  of  the  news  he  had  received  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Janizaries  at  Gonfcantinople,  and  their  kill- 
ing the  Grand  Signior.      This  occafioned  great  re- 
joicings among  the  Perfians,  who  made  fire-works,  and 
diverted  themfelves  with  mufic.    The  ambairadors  fol- 
I  lowed  their  example,  caufmg  the  trumpets  to  be  found- 
ed, and  the  drums  to  beat,  and  difcharged  all  their  great 
guns  iix  times   fucceffively,  at  which  the  khan  was  fo 
pleafcd,  that  he  fent  them  two  flaggons  full  of  Schiras 
]  wine,  and  a  large  glafs  velTel  full  of  candied  fugar. 
On  the  14th  of  May,  the  ambaffadors  were  vifited 
by  Saru  Taggi,  the   chancellor   of  Perfia's  fon,  who 
with  fome  other  perfons  of  quality,  came  for  that  pur- 
;  pofe  from  Ifpahan,  and  were  entertained  with  a  very 
\  fine  collation,  and  the  difcharge  of  their  great  guns. 
j      On  the   14th  of-  May,  the  Perfians  celebrated  the 
'  Teafl  called  Afhur  or  Ten,  from  its  lafbing  ten  days.    It 
i  is  kept  in  memory  of  the  death  of  HoiTein  the  youngefb 
:  fon  of  Hali,  and  is  peculiar  to  the   Perfians*     They 
j  fay,  he  was  killed  in  the  war  againfl  the  kaliph  Jefid, 
I  and  after  receiving  feventy-two  wounds  with  arrows, 
was  run  through  the   body  with  a  fword.     It  lafls  ten 
■  days,  from  his  being  fo  long  purfued  by  his  enemies 
',  before  they  could  overtake  him.     During  which  the 
Perfians  fhow  all  the  figns  of  af!ii6lion.     They  appear 
in  mourning,  fuffer  their  beards   to  grow,  though  at 
other  times  they  fhave  every  day,  and  drink  only  wa- 
ter.    Nothing  was  now  to  be  feen  throughout  the  city 
of  Ardebil,    but  an  aukward  kind  of  devotion ;  the 
boys  running  in  troops  about  the  f:reets  with  banners, 
on  the  extremities  of  which  were  wound  fnakes  ofpafle^ 
VOL.  V*  M  m 
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board,  and  when  iheycame  to  the  doors  of  the  mofquesy 
they  cried  Ja  Hoffeinj  Ja  Hoirein,  O  HofTein,  O  Hof- 
fein.  After  fun-fetj  efpecially  on  the  three  lail  days,  they 
met  in  tents  without  the  city,  with  lanterns,  torches, 
and  oranges  on  the  top  of  their  poles,  crying  Ja  Hof- 
fein  for  an  hour  together.  They  then  returned  in  pro-. 
cefTion  with  banners  and  torches  through  the  principal 
flreets  of  the  city,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  tenth 
day,  a  folemn  oration  was  made  in  honour  of  HoiTein, 
in  the  court  of  Shah  Sefi,  where  a  banner  was  planted, 
faid  to  be  made  by  the  daughter  of  Fatima,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mahomet  j  and  the  Perfians  pofitively  afiirm, 
that  this  banner  ihakes  as  often  as  the  name  of  Hoffeia 
is  mentioned  in  the  oration. 

The  ambaffadors  being  invited  by  the  khan  to  fee 

the  conclufion  of  this  feafl,  they  went  to  his  palace, 

when   he,    meeting  them  at  the   outer  gate,  afiigned 

them  a  place  in  the  court,  where  feats  were  eredled 

for  them  and  their  retinue,  covered  with  rich  tapeftry; 

and  upon  a  cloth  before  them  fpread  on  the  ground, 

were  fet  feveral  velTels  of  porcelain,  iilied  with  fugared 

and  perfumed  waters,  and  feveral  brafs  candleilicks 

four  feet  higfh,  in  which  were  large  wax  candles.  There 

were   alfo  lamps   filled  v/ith  rags  dipped  m  fuet  and 

naphtha.    Round  the  walls  of  the  court  were  one  thou- 

fand  lamps,  which  cafh  fo  great  a  light,  that  the  whole 

palace   fecmed  in  a  flame,  and  this  was  Hill  increaftd 

by  the  light  of  many  paper  lanterns  faftened  to  cords 

drawn  acrofs  the  court.     The  principal  perfons  of  tte 

five  wards,  into  which  the  city  of  Ardebil  is   divided, 

appeared  each  in  order,  and  prefented  the  khan  with  a 

fcrenade,  in  which  were  fung  verfes  compofed  byfonjt 

of  their  poets,   (of  whom  there  are   great  numbers  ir 

Perfia)  in  praife  of  Hali   and  Hoilein ;  in  return  foj 

which  he  prefented  them  v^^ith  fome  fweet  waters,  ^nd 

before  they  retired,  they  v/ilhed  the  ambaffadors  fuc-l 

cefs  in  their  intended  negociation.     Meanwhile  feven 

naked  boys,  who  had   rubbed    their  bodies   with  fuel 

and  naphtha,  and  fome  with  vermilion,  to  reprefent  the 
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blood  of  Hollein,  danced  with  little  flones  in  their 
hands,  which  they  iiruck  againft  each  other,  and  fmote 
their  breafts  v/ith  them,  to  exprefs  their  forrow  for  the 
death  of  Hoilein;  after  which  the  khan  entertained 
the  ambalTadors  with  fome  excellent  fire-v\^orks. 

The  next  day  before  fun-rifing,  the  Perlians  ap- 
peared again  in  proceffion,  to  reprefent  the  interment 
of  Hoffein,  carrying  many  banners,  and  leading  fome 
hne  horfes,  and  camels  covered  with  blue  cloth, 
in  which  were  quilted  abundance  of  arrows,  as  if  they 
had  been  fhot  into  it^  to  reprefent  thofe  fhot  at  Hoilein. 
Upon  fome  of  rhe^e  horfes  were  mounted  boys  witli 
empty  coffins  before  them,  covered  v/ith  a  little  hay  or 
draw.  Thefe  reprefented  Hoffein's  children.  Others 
of  the  horfes  carried  turbans,  fcymeters,  bows,  and 
quivers  of  arrows.  Immediately  after  the  fun  rofe^ 
there  appeared  in  the  lower  court  ^  great  number  of 
men  and  boys,  when  the  firfl  letting  themfelves  blood 
in  their  arms,  fuch  a  quantity  was  fpilt,  that  the  court 
feemed  as  if  feveral  oxen  had  been  flaughtered  there. 
Meanwhile  the  boys  flailied  themfelves  above  the  el- 
bow, andfcriking  their  wounds  with  their  hands.,  made 
the  blood  fpirt  all  over  their  bodies-  In  this  manner 
I  they  ran  through  all  the  flireets,  in  commemoration  of 
the  effufion  of  Hoffein's  bloody  fully  perfuaded,  that 
they  by  this  means  expiated  their  fms,  and  that  if  they 
died  during  this  feail,  they  would  certainly  be  faved. 
They  have  the  fame  opinion  of  the  feail  of  Hali,  and 
of  their  Lent» 

The  city  of  Ardebil,  called  Ardvil  by  the  Turks, 
'3  fituated  in  the  province  of  Adirbeiizan,  the  Media 
'  lajor  of  the  ancients,  and  is  one  of  the  moil  celebrated 
cities  of  the  Ferfian  empire.  It  is  feated  in  the  midlt 
t''t  a  fpacious  plain,  furrounded  on  all  fides  v»'ith  moun- 
tains like  an  amphitheatre,  Thefe  mountains  occafion 
tiie  weather  to  change  continually,  from  the  extremity 
^'i  heat  to  that  of  told,  which  renders  this  city  very 

bje6L    to  epidemical  difeafes,  efpecially  in  Augud, 
A'hen  they  begin  to  be  fenfibie  of  the  i.iconveniencies  of 
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autumn  -,-  and  it  is  obfervable,  that  every  day  about 
noon,  when  the  heat  is  moft  excefiive,  there  arifes  a 
whirlwind  that  raifes  a  great  dull,  but  does  not  laft 
above  an  hour  ;  however,  for  the  reft  of  the  day,  and 
during  the  night,  the  weather  is  generally  calm.  From 
this  fituation,  the  ground  about  the  city  produces  nei- 
ther vines,  melons,  citrons,  oranges,  nor  pomegranates, 
though  they  have  here  apples,  pears,  and  peaches  in 
great  plenty.  But  the  air  is  Uiore  temperate  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountains.  The  above  plain  is  fo  fertile, 
that  it  maintains  above  fixty  villages  round  the  city, 
^nd  affords  pafture  for  large  flocks,  which  belong  to 
the  Turkiih  and  Arabian  fhepherds, 

Though  Ardebil  is  much  larger  than  Scamachie,  it 
is  v/ithout  v/alls  5  but  as  each  houfe  in  the  city  has  its 
garden  planted  with  fruit  trees,  it  affords  a  pleafant 
profped  at  a  diftance.     At  the  village  of  Scamafbu 
rifes  a  fmall  river,  which  foon  after  dividing  into  two 
branches,  one  palTes  through  the  city,  and  the  other  en- 
comipaiTes  it,  and  afterwards  reuniting  their  ftreams,  they 
fall  into  the  river  Karafa.  But  this  river  is  apt  to  over- 
flow in  the  fpring»  when  the  fnow  begins  to  melt  fb 
fafi  upon  the  adjacent  mountains,  that  if  the  inhabitants 
did  not  take  care  to  divert  the  current,  by  making 
trenchts  in  the  plain,  the  whole  city  Vs^ould  be  drowned. 
Ardebil  has  five  capital  ftreets,  planted  with  elms 
and  other  trees,  which  afford  a  very  agreeable  fhade. 
The  market-place  js  three   hundred  paces  long,  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty  broad,  having  fliops  on  all  fide^ 
and  each  trade  its  peculiar  quarter.     Near  the  market 
is  a  rnofque,  where  lies  interred  Iman  Sade,  one  of  the 
children  of  their  t¥/elve  faints,  which  for  a  certain  time 
ferves  as  a  fanduary  for  criminals,  whence  they  retire 
to  the  fcpulchre  of  Sefi,  their  great  fancluary,  whicl 
ftands  very  near  it.     On  the  fide  of  the  market-place 
is  a  handfome  arched  fquare  building,  appointed  for  th' 
fale  of  the  moft  precious  commodities,  as  gold  an 
lilver  brocades,  rich  filks,  and  precious  ftones.     Thi 
edifice  has  three  gates,  each  of  vv'hich  leads  into  aftrec 
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well  furnifhed  with  fliops,  and  covered  over  head.  In 
thefe  ftreets  are  alfo  feveral  caravanferas,  or  ftorehoufes 
for  the  Turks^  Tartars,  Indians,  and  other  foreign 
merchants.  Among  the  reft,  our  author  favv  there  two 
Chinefe,  Wiho  fold  porcelain  and  japanned  works.  This 
city  is  alfo  well  furniifhed  with  public  baths,  and  has 
many  metzids  or  mofques,  the  chief  of  which,  called 
Metzid  Adine,  is  built  upon  a  hill  in  the  middle  of  the 
city  ',  it  has  a  very  handfome  fteeple,  and  at  its  en- 
trance is  a  fountain,  the  water  of  which  a  late  chan- 
cellor of  Perfia  caufed  to  be  conveyed  thither  by  pipes, 
from  a  mountain  at  a  league  diftance. 

On  V/hitfun-Monday,  the  khan  fent  to  let  the  am- 
baffadors  know,  that  if  they  were   clefirous  of  feeing 
Shah  Sefi's  fepulchre,  he  would  go  with  them  thither  i 
but  that  they  muft  abfcain  from  wine  all  that  day,  and 
that  their  fupper  ihouki  be  provided  out  of  Shah  Sefi's 
kitchen.     The  ambaffadors  gladly  agreed  to  this  pro- 
pofal,  and  going  thither  with  all  their   retinue,  were 
Gondu6ted  into  afpacious  court  paved  with  broad  ftones, 
and  furnifned  on   both  fides  wath  fhops  vaulted  over. 
The  gate  v/hich  leads  into  this  court  is  very  large,  and 
had  above  it  a  great  filver  chain,  at  which  hung  ano- 
ther perpendicularly  in  the   middle.     From  hence  the 
khan  conducted  them   to  another  gate,  which  had  a 
chain  of  the  fame  kind,  and  here  they  were  obliged  to 
deliver  their  arms  ^  it  being  a  capital  crime  for  a  Per- 
fian  who  paiTes  it,  to  have  even  a  knife  about  him. 
The  threihold  of  this  as  well  as  all  the  following  gates, 
were  round,  and  of  white  marble,  and  as  the  Perfians 
are  ufed  to  kifs  it,  they  were   defired  not  to  touch  it 
with  their  feet,  but  to  ftep  over  it  with  their  right  foot 
foremoft.     The   court  they  now  entered  was  as  long, 
though  not  fo  broad  as  the  firft,  but  it  was  paved  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  provided  with  vaulted  fhops  on 
both  fides.     At  the  upper  end  to  the  right  hand,  was  a 
large  vault,  hung  with  tapeftry,  and  paved  at  the  en- 
trance with  green  and  blue  ftones.    In  the  middle  ftood 
two  large  brafs  candlefticks,  with  lights  in  them,  and 
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along  the  walls  fat  feveral  priefts,  cloathed  in  white, 
finging  with  a  loud  voice,  and  with  a  moil  regular  mo- 
tion, waving  all  together  from  one  fide  to  the  other. 
They  were  thence  conduced  through  a  third  gate, 
with  a  fiiver  chain  over  it,  into  a  court  that  was  lefs 
than  the  former,  and  paved  with  fmail  fquare  ftones 
of  feveral  colours.  The  gate  by  which  they  entered 
into  the  place  of  the  fepulchre,  was  built  like  a  great 
tower,  adorned  with  filver  plates  and  rings  of  the  fame 
metal.  The  pavement  at  the  entrance,  which  opened 
into  a  large  edifice,  was  covered  with  tapeilry,  and 
they  were  deiired  to  pull  off  their  fhoes,  which  the  am- 
bafiadors  having  with  much  rele6tance  complied  with, 
they  paiTed  into  a  very  large  gallery,  covered  with  car- 
pets, and  hung  v/ith  tapeftry;  and  thenpafiing  through 
another  gate,  covered  with  plates  of  gold,  entered  in- 
to a  magnificent  vault  four  fathoms  fquare,  enlightened 
by  a  great  number  of  gold  and  filver  lamps,  fome  of 
which  were  three  feet  in  diameter.  On  the  fides  fat 
twelve  prieils  with  parchment  books  laid  before  them 
upon  defies,  containins;  in  Arabic  charadiers,  fome 
chapters  of  the  Koran,  which  they  fung,  with  the  fame, 
waving  motion  from  fide  to  fide,  as  the  others  already 
mentioned.  This  vault  was  divided  from  another  on- 
ly by  filver  rails,  and  an  afcent  of  three  filver  fi:eps, 
The  khan  and  the  ambaifadors,  interpreter  having 
kiifed  thefe  fiieps,  conducted  the  ambaiTadors  into 
it,  who  only  took  with  them  four  of  their  retinue.  This 
vault  was  much  richer  than  any  of  the  refi::  at  one  end 
of  it  was  a  place  raifed  about  a  foot  from  the  ground, 
and  fenced  in  with  rails  of  maify  gold,  behind  which 
was  the  iepulchre  of  Shah  Seii,  made  not  of  gold,  as 
fome  have  endeavoured  to  perfijade  the  world,  but  of 
white  marble  covered  vv/^ith  crimfon  velvet,  and  raifed 
three  feet  above  the  ground  j  it  was  nine  feet  in  length, 
and  four  in  breadth  ^  and  from  the  roof  hung  feveral 
gold  and  filver  lamps,  and  on  both  fides  were  two  very 
large  candleflicks  of  of  maffy  gold,  with  wax-candles. 
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The  ambafTadors  were  very  defirous  of  having  the 
golden  rail  unlocked;  but  were  told  that  no  laic;,  nor 
even  the  Sophi  himfelf,  was  permitted  to  enter  it.  On 
the  left  hand  of  the  fame  apartment  they  difcovered  a 
vault,  in  which  were  the  tomb  of  Shah  Ifmael's,  that 
of  Shah  Sefi's  wife,  and  thofe  of  fome  other  of  the 
queens  of  Perfia ;  but  they  were  not  allowed  to  look 
into  them :  they,  hov/ever,  difcovered  through  the 
meeting  of  the  curtains,  which  v/ere  drawn  at  the  en- 
trance, that  there  was  nothing  remarkable  to  be  fcen.  As 
they  went  along  they  were  followed  by  a  grave  old 
man,  who  purified  all  the  places  through  v/hich  they 
paiTed  with  incenfe. 

They  were  then  condu61:ed  through  a  gallery,  arched 
over  and  adorned  with  gildings ;  but  v/ithout  any  pil« 
lars,  though  it  was  as  fpacious  as  a  large  church.  This 
was  a  Perfian  library  confifting  of  manufcrips,  fome  of 
which  were  wrote  upon  parchment,  and  others  upon  pa- 
per, moft  of  them  in  Arabic,  and  the  reft  in  the  Turk- 
ifh  and  Perfian  tongues,  all  of  them  excellently  paint- 
:   ed,  richly  bound,  and  covered  with  plates  of  gold  and 
\  filver,   particularly  the  hiilorians,   whofe  works  were 
embeilifhed  with   feveral  reprefentations  in   colours  -, 
but  they  were  fhufiled  together  in  drawers,  without 
j  any  order.     In  feveral  niches  on  the  fides,  fcood  above 
!  400  porcelain  veiTels,  fome  of  which  were  big  enough 
\  to  hold  ten  gallons. 

I  They  were  then  condu61:ed  to  the  kitchen,  the  doors 
j  of  which  were  alfo  covered  with  filver  plates,  and  here 
'\  every  thing  was  difpofed  in  the  moft  admirable  order; 
;1  for  the  vvater  was  conveyed  by  many  pipes  to  every 
part  of  it,  and  each  cook  had  his  peculiar  office  aiTign- 
ed  him.  Here  1000  perfons  are  provided  for  every 
day,  including  them  belonging  to  the  houfe  ;  and  tliree 
times  a  day  the  poor  have  pottage,  rice,  and  meat  dif- 
tributed  am.ong  them.  While  thefe  diftributions  are 
made,  they  found  two  timbrels,  faid  to  have  been 
brought  by  Sedreain  from  Medina,  v/ith  the  banner 
ofFatima. 
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From  the  kitchen  they  pafied  through  a  very  hand- 
fome  garden,  in  which  were  the  fepuichres  of  Sultan 
Aider^  Shah  Tamas,  and  feveral  other  kings  of  Per- 
fia,  without  any  other  covering  but  a  fmooth  ilone* 
This  edifice  has  been  augmented  by  many  of  the  kings 
of  Perfia,  fo  that  it  nov/  reprefents  a  very  noble  and 
large  caftle,  and  there  daily  refort  to  it  a  prodigious 
concourfe  of  people,  who  come  thither  for  the  fake  of 
converfation.  The  vaft  revenues  annexed  to  it  by  fe- 
veral of  the  Perfian  kings  have  fo  increafed  its  wealth, 
that  it  is  fjppofed,  in  cafe  of  neceflity,  to  be  able  to 
maintain  a  good  army.  Here  alfo  m.any  charities  are 
bellowed,  and  the  pilgrims  arc  furnifned  with  certain 
certificates,  w^hich,  upon  many  occafions,  ferve  as 
prote6tions. 

In  the  fame  village  is  another  tomb,  built  in  the  midft 
of  a  handfome  garden,  in  memory  of  Seid  Tzeibrail, 
the  father  of  Shah  Sefi,  who  was  only  a  peafant.  It  is 
round,  and  raifed  ten  ileps  high  :  it  is  adorned  with 
glafs  of  feveral  colours,  and  furrounded  with  iron 
grates.  In  the  middle  of  its  roof,  which  is  of  azure 
gilt,  is  a  large  tov/er  of  blue  and  green  ilones  ;  the  floor 
is  covered  with  very  rich  tapeftry,  and  round  the  walls 
are  fmall  vaults,  in  which  children  are  educated  and 
fitted  for  the  fervice  of  the  fepulchre.  The  tomb  it- 
felf  is  about  fix  feet  high,  made  of  joiner's  work.  It 
is  covered  with  green  velvet,  and  over  it  hang  two 
golden,  and  as  many  filver  lamps,  that  are  lighted 
every  night.  Oppofite  to  to  it  is  a  fmall  chapel,  which 
contains  the  tombs  of  Shah  Sefi's  family. 

Though  a  melTenger  arrived  from  the  Sophi  of  Per- 
fia  to  condud  them  to  Ifpahan,  yet  eight  days  elapfec 
before  they  fet  out  on  their  journey;  becaufe  the  am- 
baiTador  Brugman  was  refolved  to  take  the  cannoi 
along  with  him.  At  laft,  having  made  their  formei 
mehemander  a  prefent  of  four  pair  of  fables,^  and  feve- 
ral ells  of  cloth  and  fattins,  they  took  leave  of  the  khan 
who  made  the  ambaffadors  a  prefent  of  a  very  fin( 
horfe,  a  faddle  and  bridle  for  each,  with  two  pieces  o 
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!  fattln,  and  one  of  gold  and  filver  brocade,  in  return 
I  for  dioie  he  had  received  from  the  ambailadors,  which 
;  confifted  of  a  clock,  two  pidures,  a  quantity  of  rofk 
j  Iblis,  and  three  pair  of  the  fined  fables.     On  the  i  ith 
of  June,  their  baggage  being  fent  away  upon  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty  horfes,  and  twelve  camels,  they  followed 
it  the  next  day,  and  having  proceeded  a  league  from 
tht  city,  v/ere  met  by  the  khan  of  Ardebil,  in  com- 
pany with   the  fultan  of  Tabris,  who  condudied  them 
into  fome.of  tht  huts  of  the  Tartarian  fhepherds  ;  and 
after  a   epilation  of  cold  meats,  fruits  and  conferves, 
took  their  lail  leave  of  the  ambafradors  -,  the  Perfians 
never  conducing  thofe  out  of  their  houfes,  whom  they 
have  entertained  in  them. 

All  that  day  they  travelled  over  craggy  mountains;, 
!  'till  they  reached  the  village  of  Bufum,  four  leagues 
from  Ardebil  -,  they  there  overtook  their  baggage  and 
artillery,  but  were  forced  to  leave  fix  of  their  largeft 
pieces  behind  them,  their  carriages  being  broken  in 
palling  the  mountains. 

The  next  day  they  paffed  through  valleys,  in  which 
were  many  villages  and  fertile  meadov/s  flocked  with 
cattle. 

On  the  17  th,  they  came  to  the  village  of  Hatzimir, 
fituated  among  inacceffible  rocks,  and  the  next  da/ 
pafTing  between  two  very  ileep  hills,  they  came  about 
midnio;ht  to  a  villajye  called  Kamahl.  A  lars:e  unfur- 
niihed  houfe  had  been  taken  for  the  ambaffadors  at 
the  entrance  of  the  village ;  but  finding  it  deftitute  of 
conveniencies,  they  refuied  to  lodge  there,  and  having 
placed  two  of  their  guards  at  each  of  the  a\^enues  which 
jead  to  the  village,  to  give  notice  to  the  refl  of  the  re- 
idnuc,  took  up  their  lodgings,  while  thofe,  who  were 
jalready  arrived;,  prepared  to  follow  their  example.  The 
jcQuntry  people,  however,  furprifed  at  their  unexpe6ted 
jappearance,  were  unable  \o  foddenly  to  remove  their 
jwives  and  children,,  and  denied  them  entrance  3  btjt  the 
!tetinue,.half  dead  with  cold  .and  fatigue,   entered  thp 

VOL.  V.  N  n 
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liGufes  by  force,  and  took  up  their  quarters  in  feveral 
houfes  fcattered  up  and  down  on  three  hiils.  They 
were,  hov/ever,  hardly  in  bed,  when  the  trumpet  found- 
ing to  horfe,  obhged  them  to  rife,  and  hafte  to  the  am- 
balFadors'  lodging,  where  they  were  informed,  that 
twenty  Perfian  hoi-femen,  had  fet  upon  and  difarmcd 
the  guard  at  the  avenues.  A  lieutenant  with  twenty 
mufqueteers,  were  now  ordered  out  to  clear  the  high- 
ways, and  all  the  retinue  were  lodged  as  near  the  am- 
baliadors  as  poiTible.  Notwithftanding  this,  they  {laid 
there  the  next  day,  when  they  caufed  tents  to  be  pitched.: 
and  on  the  20th,  fetting  out  early  in  the  morning,  ar- 
rived at  the  city  of  Senkan,  which  is  without  walls,  and 
fituated  in  a  barren  and  fandy  foil. 

On  the  2ift  of  January,  they  continued  their  jouf' 
ney  by  the  light  of  the  moon  over  'a  large  plain  fi> 
leap-ues  in  leno-th,  at  the  farther  end  of  which  is  th( 
city  of  Suithania,  v/here  they  arrived  by  fun-rifing 
bur  the  coldnefs  of  the  night  threw  fifteen  perfons  0 
their  retinue  into  a  fever.  This  city,  which  has  an  higl 
mountain  on  its  fide,  has  fome  very  magnificent  ftruc 
tures,  and  a  great  number  of  fceeplcs.  There  fti 
fubfift  fuch  remains  of  its  former  grandeur,  as  fhts 
that  it  was  once  one  of  the  noblefl  cities  in  Perfia.  I 
was  built  by  Sultan  Mahomet  Chodabende,  and  thtt^ 
are  fliil  to  be  fctn  the  noble  ruins  of  the  royal  palace 
or  rather  cafrle,  the  walls  of  v/hich  are  built  of  free 
flone,  ftrengthened  wdth  many  quadrangular  towers 
but  what  exceeds  all  the  reib  is  the  mofque,  whic 
contains  the  fspulchre  of  that  prince,  and  has  thre 
gates  that  arc  much  higher  than  thofe  of  St.  Mark' 
cliurch  at  Venice,  and  are  of  the  finefc  polifned  ftee; 
The  Perfians  confidently  affirm,  that  the  largeftof  thei 
three  gates,  which  faces  the  market-place  cannot  b 
opened  by  twenty  of  the  fcrongeft  men,  unlefs  tht 
pironounce  Beafk  Ali  Buckfcha;  that  k,  Be  opened  k 
All's  fake,  and  that  on  pronouncing  thefe  words  it. ma 
be  opened  by  a  child.  The  roof  of  this  mofque,  whic 
grows  narrow  by  degrees  tow\'irds  the  top,  is  forme 
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Kif  white  and   blue  ilones,  on  which  are  figures  and 

characters  well  executed.  Chodabende's  tomb,  which  is 

at  the  end  of  the  mofque,  is  parted  from  the  refl;  by  brafs 

rails,  and  fiirrounded  with  a  grate  of  poliihed  Indian 

fteei  of  moil  curioi^s  v/orkmanfhip.     Within  the  brafs 

rails,  our  author  obferved  feveral  books  about  half  an 

eiLfquare,  written  in  Arabic  chara6ters  of  the  length 

of  a  man's  finger,  with  black  and  gold  lines  alternately  ; 

he  even  procured  fome  leaves  of  them,  v/hich  contain 

a  paraphrafe  upon  the  koran,  called  The  Candle  of  the 

Heart,  and  thefe  are  to  be  fccn  in  the  duke   of  Hol- 

jftein's  library.     The  tovv^er  belonging  to  the  mofque 

iwas  built  in  the  form  of  an  odtagon,  encomDalfed  with 

;a  gallery  which  had  eight  leffer  towers.  At  the  entrance 

of  the  mofque  wasafquare  fountain  fupplied  with  water 

lout  of  one  of  ihe  neighbouring  iPiOuntains. 

Having  flaid  three  days  at  Sulthania,  they  continued 

their  journey,  their  fick  being  placed  in  a  kind  of  chell, 

carried  upon  camels  ;  and  proceeding  forward  the  two 

Following  days,  they  came  vv^ithin  light  of  %he  city  of 

.Cafliv/in  or  Caihan.   The  daruga,  or  judge,  Vv^ho  com- 

smanded  therein  chief,  met  them  without  the  city  gates, 

•  accompanied  by  five  or  fix  hundred  perfons,  horfe  and 

jfoot  j  they  alfo  received  the  fame  honour  from  an  in- 

Uian  prince,  who  came  attended  by  fome  of  his  own 

Countrymen  on  horfeback,  and  a  confiderable  number 

pf  pages   and   footmen,  who  followed  the  chariot  in 

phieh  he  and  another  perfon  fat,  drawn  by  two  white 

'Oxen  with  very  Ihort  necks,  and  a  bunch  between  their 

•ilioulders.      The  charioteer  fat  upon  the   chariot,  the 

wheels  of  w^hich  re  (led  and  turned  UDon  an  iron  bar, 

/-  "'■ 

:rooked  in  the   middle.     Thefe  oxen  he  managed  as 

dexteroufly  as  we  do  our  horfes,  the  pole  being  fiftened 

to  their  horns  bv  a  cord  that  was  alio  drawn  throui^h 

tneir  nofcrils.     Among  the  reft  there  appeared  in  the 

held  fifteen,  young  ladies  very  magnificently  drelled, 

ind  mounted  on  very  fine  horfes  i  they  were  adorned 

with  very  valuable  pearl  necklaces,  pendants  and  other 

jewels,  and  as,  contrary  to  tl^iC  Perfian  cudoni,  they 
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appeared  barefaced,  it  Was  loon  found  that  they  were 
feme  of  the  oioft  eminent  courtezans  of  the  city.  They 
entertained  the  ambaffadors  with  hautboys  and  a  kind 
of  bag-pipesj  and  accompanied  them  to  their  lodg- 
ings, though  they  were  quite  at  the  other  end  of  the 
city. 

Cafvvin,  called  Arfatiaby  the  ancients,  is  one  of  the 
principal  cities  of  the  province  of  Erak,  the  ancient 
Parthia.  It  is  lituated  in  a  fandy  plain,  is  about  a 
German  league  in  cirumference,  and  contains  100,000 
inhabitants  ;  but  is  without  fortifications  or  a  garrifon  j 
and  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  people  here  fpeak  a 
dialedt  as  different  from  the  Perfian  tongue,  as  the 
Dutch  is  from  the  German.  Their  houfes  are  of  brick, 
without  any  ornaments  on  the  outfide,  but  are  well 
furniihed  within.  The  water  is  conveyed  through  pipes 
from  a  mountain  at  a  confiderabie  diflance ;  but  the 
Itreets  are  very  duily  from  there  not  being  paved. 
They  have  vaults  v/herein  they  have  fnow  and  ice  to 
cool  their  liquors,  and  to  v/hich  they  retire  to  fhelter 
themfelves  from  the  heat  of  the  fummer. 

This  city  Vv^as  the  feat  of  the  Perfian  kings,  'till 
Shah  Tamas,  or  as  fome  fay.  Shah  Ifmael,  transferred 
it  from  thence  to  Tauris ;  he  was  alfo  the  founder  of  a 
royal  palace,  which  he  built  near  the  market-place, 
with  a  very  handfome  garden  behind  it.  Oppofite  to 
the  palace  is  alfo  a  moft  delightfiil  garden  half  a  league 
in  Compafs,  adorned  v/ith  a  great  number  of  fruit-trees 
and  fpacious  walks  of  cyprefs.  The  horfe  market  has 
on  the  fouth  fide,  feveral  magnificent  fbrux^lures :  both 
this  and  the  other  market  are  full  of  fliops  and  ftore- 
houfes,  v/here  vail  quantities  of  merchandife,  and  among 
the  reft  rubies,  granates,  and  turquoifes,  are  fold  verf 
cheap.  In  tlie  former  of  thefe  markets,  after  the  Ihops 
are  fhut,  a  great  num^ber  of  proftitutes  fit  in  a  row  with 
their  faces  covered  with  veils,  the  bawds  iianding  be- 
hind them  with  an  unlighted  candle,  which  fhe  lights  as 
foon  as  any  perfon  appears  to  cheapen  her  ware,  and 
if,  after  they  have  iouk td  upon   feveral,  a  bargain  is 
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made,  they  follow  her  to  a  place  proper  for  their  pur- 
pofe.  This  city  has  aifo  about  iifty  mofques,  feveral 
caravanferas  for  the  acconimodation  of  foreign  mer~ 
chants^  and  many  public  baths. 

On  the  2d  of  July  J,  the  chief  judge  of  the  city  gave 
the  ambaifadors  an  entertainment  of  vaulting  and  wreft- 
ling  under  tents  pitched  for  that  purpofe  in  the  market 
place,  and  thefe  exercifes,  which  were  performed  with 
furprifmg  activity,  were  followed  by  a  battle  between 
two  rams,  and  the  fighting  of  two  birds  not  much 
larger  than  common  parrots,  who  fought  with  extra- 
ordinary animofity  ;  and  the  fhow  was  concluded,  with 
their  bringing  in  eight  very  large  wolves,  which,  being 
faiiened  with  ropes,  were  feveral  times  Itt  out  among 
the  common  people,  who  ilood  in  a  circle,  but  v;ere 
drawn  back  without  their  doing  any  harm. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  they  left  Cafwin  in  the  night, 
and  on,  the  14th  travelled  through  t  plain  three  leagues 
in  extent  to  the  village  of  Membre,  the  houfcs  of 
which  appeared  at  a  diftance  like  ovens,  from  their  be- 
ing vaulted  at  the  top.  They  from  thence  continued 
their  journey  by  night,  and  early  on  tht  1 5th  eame  to 
the  village  of  Arafeng,  where  they  refreihed  themfelves 
with  pomegranates  and  almonds. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,   they  came  before  the 
city  of  Kom,  where  they  were  received  by  the  daruga 
or  chief  magiilrate  at  the  head  of  fifty  gentlemen  on 
jhorieback,  under  the  found  of  timbrels,  hautboys,  and 
fifes,  while  feveral  tumblers,  who  made  ufe  of  liilts, 
ihewed  feats  of  a61;ivity.     The  city  of  Kom,  called  by 
Ptolemy,  Guriana,    is  fituated  near   mount  Elwend, 
land  the  ruins  of  its  walls  fhew  it  to  have  been  form.erlv 
^  a  much  larger  extent  than  it  is  at  prefent.     A  fmall 
I  river  which   rifes  from  two  fprings  out  of  the   fame 
i  mountain,  that  unite  their  ftreams  near  tne  city,  paifes 
'.through  a  part  of  it,  and  it  is  of  a  confiderabie  advan- 
tage to  the  trade  of  the  inhabitants,  though  it  frequent- 
ly occafions  great  damage  ;  for  three  years  before  it  had 
'■  overiiow-ed  its  banks,  t3y  the  fudden  melting  of  the 
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fnowj  and  the  current  carried  away  about  one  thou- 
fand  houfes.  The  gardens,  of  v/hich  there  are  a  great 
number,  produce  a  variety  of  excellent  fruits,  and 
among  the  reft  a  kind  of  melons  of  the  bignefs  of  an 
orange,  of  an  admirable  fcent,  and  extremely  lufcious. 
There  arc  alfo  cucumbers  two  feet  long,  of  the  thick- 
nefs  of  a  m.an's  arm,  which  the  Perfians  piciue  with 
vinegar.  The  grounds  about  the  city  produce  all  forts 
of  grain  and  cotton  3  but  the  chief  trade  of  the  city 
confifts  m  fword  blades,  which  are  accounted  the  belt 
in  all  Perfia,  and  in  earthen  ware,  which  is  gready 
efteemed. 

They  left  Kom  on  the  21ft  of  June,  after  fun  fet,. 
and  the  next  day  ftaid  at  a  large  village  called  Kafma- 
bath,  v;here  they  obferved  all  the  houfes  of  a  v^holq 
ftreet  built  in  the  manner  of  one  continued  arch  or 
vault. 

Afer  travelling  the  two  followng  nights,  they  came 
early  to  Katfchan,  where  they  halted  till  the  daruga; 
could  get  ready  to  receive  them,  which  he  did  v/ithout 
the  city,  at  the  head  of  a  company  of  50  gentlemen 
on  horfeback,  with  feveral  fine  led  horfes  covered  with 
lions  ikins,  and  at  their  entrance  into  the  city,  they 
faw  two  black  Indian  oxen  of  vaft  bulk  with  bells  about 
their  necks,  and  plum.es  of  feathers  on  their  heads  and 
cruppers. 

The  city  of  Katfchan  lies  in  ^3  degrees  51  mdnutcs 
north  latitude,  and  is  fituated  in  a  large  fertile  plain. 
This  city  may  be  placed  among  thofe  of  the  firft  rank 
in  Perfia,  it  being  not  only  very  populous,  but  famous 
for  the  concourfe  of  foreign  mierchants,  efpecially  of 
the  Indians,  who  have  a  peculiar  quarter  affigned 
them.  The  v/alls  and  bafrions  are  of  a  kind  of  potter'il' 
clay.  Their  private  houfes  are  generally  well  buik, 
and  their  public  ilrudlures,  as  their  fcorehoufes,  and 
caravanferas  excel  what  is  to  be  feen  in  moil  other  cities 
in  Perfia.  The  adjacent  fields  are  fo  fruitful  in  grainy 
wine,  and  fruit,  that  even  thofe  who  are  the  pooreft  do  not 
want  fome  delicacies :  their  greatef:  v/ant  is  frefli  water; 
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for  tliey  have  none  but  what  is  muddy  and  ill  tailed, 
though  they  are  forced  to  dig  for  it  very  deep.  The 
fophi's  garden,  which  is  near  the  city,  has  a  fummer 
palace  in  in  the  midft  of  it,  that  is  faid  to  have  a  thou- 
fand  doors  and  windows,  comprehending  thofe  that 
lead  into  the  galleries  and  balconies,  and  here  his  ma- 
jefty  refides,  when  he  comes  to  Katfchan. 

The  country  about  Katfchan  abounds  more  in  vene- 
mous  creatures,  than  any  other  part  of  Perfiaj  which  has 
given  birth  to  the  Perfian  curfe.  May  the  Scorpion  of 
Katfchan  pinch  thee  by  the  hand.  Thefe  creatures  are 
very  black,  of  the  length  of  a  man's  finger,  and  not 
unlike  a  crab-fifh ;  but  are  fomewhat  iliorter  and  walk 
fafter,  with  their  tails  always  fcicking  up.  Their  bite 
feldom  proves  mortal.  The  remedy  ufed  againfl  it  is 
only  apiece  of  copper  money  placed  upon  the  wound, 
which  being  taken  off  in  24  hours  time,  they  then  ap- 
ply a  plafter  of  honey  and  vinegar. 

They  have  alfo  a  fpider  whofe  body  is  fpotted,  and 
about  two  inches  round.  This  infed:  feeds  on  an  herb 
like  our  wormwood,  except  its  having  fomewhat  larger 
leaves,  and  a  ftronger  fcent.  It  does  not  emit  its  poi- 
fon  by  ftinging  or  biting;  but  by  letting  it  fall  like  a 
drop  of  water.  It  occafions  an  inilipportable  pain  in 
the  part  where  it  faftens,  and  focn  after  the  patient 
falls  into  a  profound  ileep,  from  which  he  is  fcarcely 
to  be  awakened  without  applying  one  of  the  fame  fpi- 
ders  cruilied  upon  the  v^^ound.  But  if  any  of  thefe  arc 
not  to  be  found,  they  lay  the  patient  upon  his  back, 
and  pouring  as  much  milk  down  his  throat  as  they  pof- 
fibiy  can,  place  him  upon  a  bier  faftened  with  cords 
to  a  beam;  then  turning  the  bier  till  the  cords  are 
twiiled,  they  fuddenly  whirl  it  back,  which  occafions 
a  violent  agitation  that  forces  the  (lomach  to  diicharge 
itfelf  of  the  milk,  which  appears  of  a  greenidi  colour, 
as  does  alfo  a  matter  which  with  exceffive  pain  iiTues 
from  the  penis.  But  thofe  v/ho  are  cured  in  this 
manner  commonly  feel  fome  remains  of  the  pain  as 
long  at  they  live,  at  the   return  of  the   fame  feafon  of 
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the  year.     But  though  this  animal  is  fo  fatal,  Ih^ep  are 
greedy  after  it,  and  feed  on  it  without  danger. 

They  left  Katfchan  on  the  26th  of  July  at  night,  and 
proceeding  fix  leagues,  pitched  their  tents  in  a  gar- 
den near  a  pleafant  rivulet. 

Having  continued  their  travels  for  feveral  days  with- 
out meeting  with  any  thing  extraordinary,  they,  on  the 
third  of  Auguft  were  met  at  about  a  quarter  of  a 
league  from.  Ifpahan,  by  one  of  the  chief  ofiicers  of  the 
court,  at  the  head  of  300  horfemen,  and  foon  after  by 
two  confiderable  Armenian  lords,  who  accompanied  the 
ambaifadors  to  their  lodgings,  while  the  (Ireets  and 
even  the  tops  of  the  houfes  wxre  crov/ded  with  people^ 
though  the  dull  railed  by  their  horfcs  was  fo  thick  that, 
it  v/as  impoffible  to  difcern  them  at  a  diilancc.  They 
were  lodged  in  the  quarter  afTigned  to  the  chief  Arme^ 
nians,  and  were  no  fooner  alighted  than  provifion^ 
were  brought  them  from  the  fophi's  kitchen.  The 
table-cioth  laid  on  the  floor  in  the  ambalTador's  room 
were  of  fine  filk,  upon  which  were  fet  thirty  filver 
difhes,  full  of  liquid  and  dry  preferves,  and  many  kinds 
of  fruit,  as  melons,  citrons,  quinces,  pears,  and  fom« 
others  not  commonly  known  in  Europe.  Then  th« 
cloth  being  taken  away,  and  another  put  in  its  room^ 
the  fecond  courfe  was  brought  in,  confining  of  fifty 
filver  difhes  v/ith  rice  of  all  colours,  boiled  and  roafled 
mutton,  tame  fowl,  fifli,  eggs,  pies,  and  fallads. 

But  fcarce  had  they  begun  to  indulge  the  joy  they 
had  conceived  on  their  arrival  at  the  Perfian  court,  that! 
it  was  interrupted  by  a  quarrel  which  arofe  between  1 
fervant  belonging  to  their  mehemander,  and  a  domeftit 
of  an  Indian  ambalfador  fent  thither  by  the  Great  Mo- 
gul, who  with  a  retinue  of  three  hundred  perfons  lodged 
at  a  fmall  diflance  from  them.  One  of  his  domeflics 
Handing  by  while  the  Germans  were  unloading  their 
bati^fyage,  the  mehemander's  fers^ant,  whole  name 
was'^Wcllichan,  told  him  in  jell,  that  it  would  fhew 
more  good  nature,  for  him  to  com.e  and  help  them,  thaft 
to'lland  thus  unemployed.     I  o  tliis  returning  an  info- 
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lent  anfwer,   the  Perfian  ftruck   him  with  his  cane, 
when  the  Indian,  incenfed  at  the  affront,  ran  to  fome 
of  his  comrades,  who  were  lying  under  the  ihade  of 
a  tree,  and  told  them  his  tale,  on  which  inftantly  rifmg 
and  throwing  ftones.     Wellichan  was  wounded  in  the 
head ;  but  the  ambaffadors*  domeflics  and  foidiers,  foon 
charging  the  Indians,  killed  one  of  them,  and  purfaed 
the  reft  to  their  quarters.     At  this  the  Indians  were  fo 
greatly  exafperatcd,  that  a  few  days  after,  when  the 
Germans  were  removing  fome  of  their  baggage,  in  or- 
der to  fend  it  to  another  lodging  they  had  provided  in 
t^at  city,  fome  of  the  Indians  fet  upon  a  footman  be- 
longing to  their  fteward,  killed  him,  cut  oft  his  head, 
and  tied  his  body  to  a  horfe's  tail.     This  no  fooner 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  ambalTadors,  than  they 
ordered  their  domeftics,  who  lay  fcattered  up  and  down 
in  the  fuburbs,  to  repair  to  their  lodgings ;  but  before 
they  could  obey  this  order,  the  Indians  poiTefTed  them- 
felves  of  all  the  avenues  leading  thither,  fo  that  the  men 
I  were  forced  to  fight  their  v^^ay  through  them,  in  which 
I  a-ttempt  feveral  were  mortally  wounded,  though  they 
!  all  at   laft    got  to  the    ambaffadors  houfe,  which  be- 
;  ing  at  the  corner  of  a  narrow  ftreet,  they  there  galled 
!  the  Indians  with  their  firelocks.     The  Indians,  how- 
;  ever,  retreating  behind  a  wall,  made  holes  in  it,  through 
which  they  difcharged  their  arrows ;  thefe  did  execu- 
tion among  the  ambaffadors  fervants  and  foidiers,  who 
unwarily  expofed  themfelves.      One   of  the  German 
I  gunners    was    thus    killed    while    he   v/as  levelling   a 
piece  of  cannon  againft  them;  upon  which,  one  Mur- 
ray, a  Scotch  ferjeant,  being  eager  to  revenge  his  death, 
fnatched  up  a  firelock,  and  fired  upon  the  Indians  with 
fuch  fuccefs,  that  he  flew  five  or  fix  of  them,  till  an  ar- 
row being  fhot  into  his  bread,  he  plucked  it  out,  and 
having  killed  another  with  his  firelock,  fell  dov/n  dead 
upon  the  fpot.     The  number  of  the  Indians  increafmg, 
it  was  thought  proper  to  retreat  into  the  outward  courts 
but  the  Indians  breaking  into  an  adjacent  houfe,  fo  fc- 
VOL.  V.  O  o 
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verely  galled  themfroni  thence,  that  they  were  forced  to- 
get  on  the  top  of  the  ambaiTadors'  houfe,  where  they  did 
great  execution  among  the  Indians,  their  leader  being 
killed  by  Mr.  Mandeilo  with  a  piltol  fhot;  but  as  this 
rather  increafed  than  abated  their  fury,  the  ambaiTadors 
began  to  grow  doubtful  of  the  event,  and  therefore 
ordered  fome  adjoining  walls   belonging  to  the  Arme- 
nians to  be  broke  down,  in  order  to  fecure  their  re- 
treat.    But  they  no  fooner  began  to  retire,  than  the 
Indians  clofely  purfued  them  -,  and  though  the  Arme- 
nians, v/ho  were  fpectators  of  the  combat,  wiilied  them 
well,  they  did  not  dare  to  fiir  in  their  behalf.     Butjuft 
at  this  inflant  they  were  happily  relieved  -,  for  the  So- 
phi  having  received  notice  of  the  tumult,  immediately 
fent  an  ofiicer  v/ith  one  hundred  chofen  men  to  their 
relief,  who  being  joined  by  fom^e  of  the  inhabitants, 
v/ere  no  fooner  difcovcred  by  the  Indians,  than  they  diff*^ 
perfed,  and  the  Sophi  being  informed  of  the  true  oc- 
cafion,  would  have  had  the  Indian  ambaffador's  hands 
cut  oft,  had  he  not  been  diverted  from  this  defign  by 
the  chancellor.     However,  he  was  a  few  days  after  or-  . 
dered  to  depart  the  kingdom.     In  this  engagemicnt,. 
which  lafted  four  hours,  the  duke  of  Holfcein's  ambaf- 
fadors  loft  five  men,  and  had  ten  wounded^  while  the 
Indians  had  twenty-four  killed. 

The  day  after  the  tumult,  they  refolved  to  change 
their  lodgings,  when  the  Sophi  of  Perfia  not  only  for-  ■  | 
bad  all  the  Indians,  and  even  the  merchants  themiielves,. 
who  amounted  to  12,000,  to  appear  that  day  in  the 
flreets  upon  pain  of  death,  but  alfo  ordered  fome  of 
his  guards  to  attend  them,  and  allov/  them  to  fortify 
the  weakeft  part  of  their  quarters. 

Their  daily  allov/ance,  during  their  flay  at  Ifpahan, 
was  by  the  Sophi's  order,  one  hundred  and  fixty  llieep, 
one  hundred  fowls  of  all  forts,  two  hundred  eggs,  and 
one  hundred  batmans  of  wine,  with  as  much  fruit  and 
fpice  as  they  v/ere  able  to  confume  ,  but  great  part  of 
it  being  difpofed  of  by  the  am.baiTador  Brugman  for 
©ther  ufes,  and  fomctimes  upon  his  women,  the  people 
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had  often  not  above  one  meal  a  day,  and  on  fome  days 
the  cloth  was  not  laid  at  all  for  the  fervants. 

The  i6th  of  Auguil  being  appointed  for  their  audi- 
ence, the  ambaffadors  were  invited  to  dine  with  the 
Sophi,  and  forty  very  fine  horfes,  with  rich  faddles  and 
harnefies,    adorned   with  large  plates  of  gold,  being 
brought  for  the  ufcof  the  ambaffadors,  and  the  gentle- 
men of  the  retinue,  they  proceeded  in  the  following  or- 
der: firil,  three  on  horfeback,  two  in  complete  armour, 
richly  adorned  with  gold  flowers,  the  other  only  with 
breait,  back,  and  head-pieces  -,  thefe  were  followed  by 
forty  perfons,  each  v/ith  a  cafe  of  fine  pifcols  in  em- 
broidered holfcers.     Next  came   four  men,  carrying 
tv^o  very  rich  fcymeters  in  rich  cafes,  with  the  ilieaths 
of  yellow  amber,  garnifhed    with    gold.     After  thefe 
appeared  two  men  with  ftaves  v/ith  fine  amber  heads; 
amber  being  efteemed  by  the  Perfians  miore  than  gold. 
Then  came  four  men,  each  with  a  large  candleftick  of 
amber,  and  two  others  carrying  a  cabinet  of  white  and 
yellow  amber,  follov/ed  by  four  perfons   carrying  a 
-cabinet  of  ebony,  inlaid   with  filver,  in   which  were 
gold  boxes,  containing  feveral  drugs,   eiTences,    and 
other  chemical  preparations,  fet  on  the  outiide  with 
iine  ftones..     Next  followed  three  ferjeants  with  hal- 
berts,  at  the  head  of  fifteen  mufqueteers.     Then  t\\t 
•fteward  at  the  head  of  the  gentlemen,  who  marched 
three  abreail.     Next  came  three  trumpeters  with  filver 
trumpets,  followed  by  the  guards,  four  abreafb,  imme- 
diately before  the  ambaffadors,  who  had  on  both  lides 
of  them  eight  halberdiers,  and  were  follov/ed  by  two 
interpreters.     Then  came  eight  pages  on  horfeback, 
in  rich  liveries,  follov/ed  by  the  reft  of  the  retinue  three 
abreaft.     But  as  the  Perfians  obfervx  no  regularity  rn 
their  procelTions,  t\\t   ambaffadors    and  their  retinue 
were  obliged  to  march  forward  as  well  as  they  could, 
accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  Perfian  gentlemen 
on  horfeback,  through  the  market-place  to  the  gates 
oi  iVi^.  Sophi's  palace,  v/herc  they  were  received  by  the 
'nailer  of  the  ceremonies,  and  conducted  into  the  hall 
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of  jufiice,  where  they  were  defired  to  reft  themfelves, 
till  the  Sophi  fnould  be  informed  of  their  coming. 

After  a  ftay  of  half  an  hour,  word  was  brought  by 
feveral  perfons  of  diitindiioDo  that  the  Sophi  expedled 
them;  upon  which  they  were  introduced  through  a 
large  court:,  inclofed  on  both  fides  with  a  double  wall, 
one  of  which  being  much  lov/er  than  the  other,  was  at 
about  fix  paces  diflance,  built  clofe  to  a  row  of  tzinnar 
trees,  and  was  on  both  fides  well  lined  with  guards, 
diftinguiilied  by  plumes  of  different  colours  ,  at  the  end 
of  this  court  was  the  hall  appointed  for  their  audience, 
which  vv^as  the  place  where  the  Sophi  keeps  his  court 
of  juilice  in  perfon  -,  for  this  ceremony  is  performed  in  l 
Perfia  in  any  place,  where  the  Sophi  is  called,  either  ' 
by  bufmefs  or  diverfions.  Under  the  trees  near  this 
hall,  were  about  fifty  young  horfes  in  their  embroidered  |i 
houfmgs,  and  fome  with  rich  faddles  and  harnelfes  -, 
moil  of  them  were  of  a  cream  colour;  they  were  i 
brought  thither  to  be  backed,  and  were  watered  out  of 
pails  of  Vermillion  gilt.  This  hall  had  a  partition  in 
the  nature  of  an  alcove,  with  a  red  calico  curtain  be- 
fore it,  which  when  drawm  up  by  a  filk  firing,  refted 
upon  the  capitals  of  fome  wooden  pillars,  finely  carved 
v/ith  branch-work,  and  gilt,  as  were  aifo  the  wails,  on 
which  were  hung  fome  European  pictures.  In  the 
middle  of  the  hall  was  a  fountain,  in  the  bafon  of  which 
were  flowers,  oranges,  apples,  and  other  fruits,  fwim- 
ming  upon  the  water ;  and  round  its  fides  a  great  num- 
ber of  fiaggons,  and  other  veffels  of  gold  and  filver. 
The  whole  floor  of  the  hall  was  covered  v/ith  a  carpet, 
the  ground  work  of  which  was  alfo  of  gold  and  filver. 

The  Sophi,  who  was  about  17  years  of  age,  fat  up- 
on  a  fattin  cufnion,  laid  on  a  carpet  behind  the  foun- 
tain, with  his  back  to  the  wall.  He  had  a  very  grace- 
ful afpeft,  and  like  mofl  of  the  Perfians,  had  a  Roman 
nofe.  His  habit,  which  was  of  brocade,  was  not  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  that  of  the  reft,  only  he  had  a  plume 
of  heron  feathers  on  his  head,  faftened  v/ith  a  very  fine 
l^racelet  of  diamonds.     Over  the  upper  garment  hung 
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two  fable  flnns  down  from  his  neck^  which',  we  re  alfo  worn 
by  fome  Perfian  lords  j  the  fcymeter  he  wore  by  his 
fide  was  fet  v/ith  precious  ftones,  and  behind  him  lay 
his  bow  and  arrows.  On  his  right  hand  20  pages  at- 
tended, who  were  the  fons  of  his  khans,  among  whom 
were  fome  eunuchs  :  one  of  the  handfomeil  of  them 
was  employed  in  fanning  the  Sophi.  At  the  head  of 
thefe  pages  flood  the  meheter  or  groom  of  the  cham- 
ber, who  w^as  their  governor.  BefDre  the  Sophi,  flood 
Elfchick  Agafi  Bafchi,  or  lord  chamberlain,  with  a 
flaff  covered  with  gold,  on  the  top  of  which  was  a 
knob  of  the  fame  metal.  On  his  left  fide  fat  the  Etho- 
mad  Dow^let,  or  chancellor,  and  ntxt  to  him  the  khans 
and  other  lords.  At  the  entrance  of  the  hall^  on  the 
left  handj  were  placed  an  Arabian  ambaiTador,  and  the 
MufcGvite  envoy,  and  below  them  the  king's  mufi- 
cians. 

The  ambalTadors  were    met  at  the  door  of  the  hall 

I  by  ftverai  perfons  of  great  diiliii(?Lion,  w^ho  took  them 

I  under  the  arms,  and  held  them  fo  faft,  that  they  had 

1  not  theufe  of  them.     This  ceremony,  which  is  looked 

I  upon  as  a  peculiar  honour,  was  probably  firil  intro- 

1  duccd  by  the  Pernans   and  Turks,  to  fecure  their  fo- 

!  vereiens  from  any   attempts  from  the   ambaifadors  ©f 

j  foreign  princes.     As  they  approached  the  Sophi  they 

!  made  a  low  bow^    which  he  returned  with  a  foiiling 

I  countenance,  .^nd  a  fmall  inclination  of  his  head.  They 

\vere  then  defired  to  fit  down  upon  lov/  feats  placed  for 

i  themx   near  the   lords :     fifteen  of  their  retinue  were 

'  placed  a  little  more  to  the  left  upon  the  ground,  while 

^  the  pages,  and  the  refl  of  the  train,  were  entertained 

in  a  court  below,  with  thirteen  women  dancers  richly 

drelTed,  the  handfomefr  courtezans   of  Ifpahan,  who, 

befides  their  annual  tribute,  are  obliged  to  attend  the 

court  whenever  they  are  called  for. 

The  ambaifadors  having  refted  a  fliort  time,  tn^. 
lord  chamberlain  afked  them  in  the  Sophi's  name  by 
whom  they  were  fent,  and  the  occaiion  of  their  em- 
baffy;  when  rifmg,  they  approached  the  Sophi  to  de- 
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liver  their  credentials,  with  a  fliort  compliment,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  the  Perfians,  who  being  no 
admirers  of  fet  fpeeches,  would  have  all  who  approach 
their  fovereign,  fnew  their  reverence  by  the  fewneis  ol 
their  words.  The  chancellor  receiving  the  Ci^edentiakj 
defired  the  ambalTadors  to  return  to  their  feats,  and 
the  fecretary  of  fcate  let  them  know  that  the  Shah 
intended  to  have  their  credentials  tranfiated,  and  2i< 
foon  as  that  v/as  done,  would  give  them  a  i'econd  au- 
dience. The  prefents  were  then  brought  in,  and  car- 
ried clofe  by  the  Sophi  into  an  adjacent  room.  Thoft 
from  the  ambafiador  Mr.  Crufnis,  v/ere  an  arquebufs 
ftock'd  with  ebony,  which  cocked  iiklt:  a  veflel  o; 
rock  cryiLal,  edged  with  gold,  and  adorned  with  tur- 
quoifes  and  rubies:  a  cabinet  of  amber,  and  a  fmal 
Irriking  clock.  Thofe  of  Mr.  Brugman,  were  abrai: 
gilt  candleftick  with  30  branches,  having  a  fcrikinf 
watch  v/ithin  the  body :  a  pair  of  very  fine  piflols  gilt 
with  very  rich  holfters  :  a  watch  in  a  rich  cafe  :  a  bra- 
celet of  diamonds  and  rubies,  and  a  writing,  by  whicl 
the  two  pieces  of  cannon  left  at  Ardebil  were  prefentec 
to  the  Sop  hi. 

Soon  after,  a  callico  cloth  being  fpread  over  th( 
floor,  was  covered  with  gold  bafons  filled  with  frui 
and  preferves,  and  300  gold  fiaggons  were  difpofec 
over  the  hall,  by  way  of  ornament.  All  this  plate  wa: 
fmooth,  except  the  fiaggons,  and  the  cup  out  of  whicl 
the  Sophi  himfeif  drank,  which  were  fet  with  ruble; 
and  turquoifes.  They  had  alfo  plenty  of  the  beflSchira: 
wine,  and  were  entertained  by  a  juggler,  who  pcrforine; 
flio-ht  of  hand  with  aftonifhing  dexterity.  About  ai 
hour  after,  the  cloth  being  removed  and  another  o 
gold  brocade  laid  in  its  place,  the  meat  was  broug! 
in  by  ten  miCn,  in  large  golden  velTels,  and  the  carv^t 
having  placed  himfclf  on  the  floor  in  the  midfl  of  them 
ferved  the  meat  into  lefTer  difhes,  with  rice  of  all  co- 
lours, upon  which  he  put  mutton  roafced  and  boilec^ 
tame  and  wild  fowl,  &c.  and  fometimes  five  or  f^ 
forts  in  a  diili  -,  the  Sophi  being  ferved  firil,  then  th( 
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imbaiTodors,  the  lords,  and  all  who  were  prefent. 
During  this  entertainment,  a  profound  filence  was  ob- 
ferved.  After  the  dinner  had  lafted  about  an  hour  and  a 
balf,  the  cloth  was  taken  away,  and  water  being  brought 
to  wafn  their  hands  the  lord  chamberlain  returned 
:hanks  with  a  loud  voice  in  the  following  manner: 
iMake  us  thankful  for  this  repail.  Profper  the  Sophias 
jndertakings,  and  give  to  his  foldiers  and  fervants  true 
:ourage.  This  we  pray  thee  O  God.  To  which  the 
xil  anfwered,  Alia,  Alia,  and  without  fpeaking  a  word 
Tiore,  left  the  room  j  when  the  ambaffadors  meheman- 
ler  telling  them  they  might  withdraw  as  foon  as  they 
)leafed,  they  paid  their  reverence  to  the  Sophi,  and 
•etired. 

On  the  a4th  the  ambaffadors  had  their  firft  private 

ludience,  and  on  the  28th,  they  were  invited  by  the 

^uguftin  friars  to  the  feilival  of  St.  Auguftin  their  pa- 

ron,  which  was  to  be  celebrated  the  next  day  :  and  as 

3hriftians  of  the  moil  different  opinions  live  among  the 

Vlahometans  like  brethren,  the  Mufcovite  envoy,  an 

Armenian  bifhop,  and  feveral  Englifh  m.erchants  were 

j.lfo  to  be  prefent.  There  were  no  more  than  iix  monks^ 

jilofwhom  were  Spaniards,  in  the  whole  mionaftery, 

khich  was  a  neat  edifice,  that  had  a  church  with  two 

jieeples,  and  a  handfome  garden  belonging  to  it.    The 

-mbafTadors  being  received  by  the  outer  gate  of  the 

;onvent,  were  conduced  by  the  friars  into  the  church, 

vhere  mafs  was  immediately  begun,  and  their  mufici- 

ms,  v/ith  the  aiTiftance  of  one  of  the  monks,  who  play- 

:d  upon  the  organ,  formed  a  good  concert.  Mafs  being 

)ver,  they  were  conduced  into  the  garden,  ijear  a  foun- 

ain  which  flood  under  a  large  tree,  whofe  branches 

)eing  full  of  leaves,  and  tvv'iiled  within  one  another, 

Liforded  a  very  agreeable   fnade.     About  noon  they 

vere  carried  into  the  hall,  where  they  were  entertained 

vith  fruit  in  porcelain  dilhes,  and  every  one  had  his 

liih  of  meat  fet  before  him,  according  to  the  Periian 

afhion,  after  v/hich  they  fpent  the  rem.aining  part  of 

-day  under  the  fame  tree. 


2g6    TRAVELS  of  the  HOLSTEIN  AMBASSAD6i^:S 

On  the  firft  of  September  the  governor  of  Armenia, 
accompanied  by  two  of  his  brothers,  paivl  the  ambaffa- 
dorS'  a  vifit,  in  order  to  contrail  an  intimiate  acquaint- 
ance with  them ;  and  in  return  for  the  civihties  they 
received,  they  on  the  1 8th  invited  the  ambafladors  with 
their  whole  retinue,  who  went  on  horfeback,  and  were 
received  by  Seferas  Beg,  governor  of  Armenia,  at  the 
Armenian  church  in  the  fuburbs,  v/here  the  patriarch 
of  the  place,  v^as  faying  the  fervice  in  a  cope  of  cloth 
of  filver,  with  gold  flowers,  ftt  v/ith  pearls,  having  on 
his  head  a  mitre,  adorned  in  the  fame  manner.  The 
walls  of  the  church  were  hung  with  feveral  pictures, 
and  the  floor  covered  with  rich  carpets.  The  fervice 
being  over,  they  went  to  the  governor's  palace,  where 
being  condudled  through  a  large  gallery  into  a  garden, 
and  from  thence  into  an  open  hall,  they  were  entertain- 
ed after  the  Perfian  manner,  with  fruits  and  preferves. 
and  a  moil  delicious  liquor,  not  unlike  rofa  folis,  but 
incomparably  more  rich.  When  the  cloth  of  filver  and 
gold  brocade,  upon  which  this  v/as  ferved,  was  remo- 
ved, and  another  ,of  callico  was  laid  in  its  place,  the 
meat  was  ferved  up  in  filver  difhes,  and  among  the 
reft  fome  pork,  and  feveral  other  meats  abhorred  by 
the  Perfians. 

They  had  not  fat  long  at  table,  before  they  were  con- 
duced through  a  noble  apartment  into  another  hall 
•that  had  a  very  agreeable  profped  into  the  garden.  The 
floor  was  covered  with  rich  carpets,  on  which  were  laic 
cufhions  of  flowered  fattin,  the  ground  work  of  whicl 
was  gold  and  filver.  Round  a  white  marble  bafon 
that  belonged  to  a  fountain  in  the  centre  of  the  hall 
ftood  a  number  of  flaggons,  and  bottles  filled  with  wine 
but  what  they  though't  moft  v/orthy  of  obfervation,  wen 
pi6tures  on  the  walls  reprefenting  the  dreffes  of  womei 
of  moft  nations  in  the  VN^orld.  While  they  were  eatinj 
the  delicious  fruits  and  preferves  that  were  brought  in 
they  were  diverted  with  munc  and  dancing;  in  the  firl 
of  which  Elias  Beg,  fecond  brother  to  the  governor 
excelled  the  reft;  for  he  not  only  gave  them  fevqa 
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tunes  on  the  Perfian  lute,  but  accompanied  this  mufic 
!  with  ftriking  two  little  iticks  againil  fcveral  porcelain 
cups  filled  with  water,  and  made  them  keep  timefwith 
the  lute.  Mean  while  Seferas  Beg  did  not  forget  to 
make  the  whole  company  drink  the  Sophi's  health,  in 
cryftal  glafies  full  of  wine. 

Night  approaching,  the  ambaffadors  took  leave  of 
the  governor,  who  under  the  pretence  of  condudling 
them  to  the  gate,  brought  them  unexpededly  into  the 
gallery  on  the  other  fide  of  the  garden,  where  they 
I  found  a  frefh  entertainment  of  meat,  fifn,  pies,  fruit, 
I  and  preferves  ;  and  the  hall,  as  well  as  the  garden  was 
illuminated  with  a  vail  number  of  lam.ps  and  torches. 
But  as  they  had  been  eating  almoft  all  day,  they  fat 
down  only  out  of  complaifance,  confidering  this  colla- 
tion rather  as  an  effeft  of  their  hoft's  generofity  and 
i  magnificence,  than  as  done  with  an  intention  to  add  to 
their  former  entertainment,  which  was  in  all  refpeds 
one  of  the  mod  agreeable  they  had  ever  met  withj  and 
even  exceeded  that  of  the  Sophi's. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  the  ambaffadors  had  a 
'  fecond  private  audience  of  the  Sophi,  which  did  not 
laft  above  an  hour,  after  which  they  dined  at  court,  as 
jis  ufual  upon  fuch  occafionsj  when,  by  the  Sophi's 
=  defire,  their  mufic,  which  confiflied  of  a  bafs-viol,  a 
tenor,  and  a  violin,  played  before  him  for  half  an  hour, 
I  on  which  he  let  them  know  that  he  did  not  diflike  the 
i  mufic,  but  he  thought  his  own  as  good. 

On  the  25th  of  September,  the  ambalTadors  and  their 
j  whole  retinue  were  mofc  magnificently  entertained  by 
I  the  Englifn  in  the  bazar  near  the  market-place,  a  large 
jilru6ture  that  has  a  very  fine  garden.     They  were  firil 
I  treated  with  fruit  and  preferves  (ct  upon  the  floor,  ac- 
cording to  the  Perfian  fafnion ;  from  whence  they  were 
iled  into  a  fpacious  hall,  where  they  found  a  table  well 
furniflied  with  a  variety  of  provifions  drefied  after  the 
Englilli  way,  and  did  not  forget  to  drink  the  healths  of 
molt  of  the  kings  and  princes  of  Europe. 
VOL,   vv  P  p 
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Dinner  being  over,  they  were  condu6led  into  another 
hall,  that  had  a  fine  profpecl  into  the  garden,  where 
they  not  only  found  another  collation  of  fruit  and  pre- 
ferves  -,  but  had  the  diverfion  of  fix  Indian  dancing-wo- 
men, fome  of  whom  brought  their  hufbands  along  with 
them,  who  fometimes  joined  in  the  dance.  Their  com- 
plexion was  of  an  olive  colour :  but  they  had  good 
features,  a  foft  fkin,  and  were  well  fhaped.  About 
their  necks  they  wore  necklaces  of  pearls  and  gold,  and 
in  their  ears  gold  and  filver  pendants,  fet  v/ith  precious 
Hones  y  fome  had  alfo  bracelets  of  pearls,  others  of  fd- 
ver,  and  they  had  all  rings  on  their  fingers,  and  one 
upon  the  thumb,  which  inilcad  of  a  feal  had  apiece  oi 
fteel  of  the  bignefs  of  a  crown  piece,  fo  finely  polifhed 
that  it  ferved  inflead  of  a  looking  glafs.  They  wen 
ail  clothed  in  a  kind  of  fluff  fo  very  thin,  that  any  pan 
of  their  bodies  might  be  feen  through  it,  except  thof( 
which  were  covered  with  drawers.  Some  had  caps 
others  tiffany  drelfes  on  their  heads,  and  fome  won 
filk  fcarves  with  gold  and  lilver  flowers,  which  coming 
round  their  flioulders,  hung  down  on  both  fides,  to  th( 
ground.  Some  were  barefooted,  and  others  wore  fhoc; 
of  a  very  odd  make.  They  had  all  jufl  above  the  in- 
ftep,  a  firing  with  bells,  by  which  they  fhewed  th( 
exa6tnefs  of  their  motions,  while  they  at  the  fame  time 
played  with  their  caflagnets  with  the  utmofl  dexterity 
Their  mufic  confifled  of  tabors,  pipes,  and  Indian  tim 
brelsi  which  lafl  are  about  two  feet  long,  in  the  fhap< 
of  a  barrel,  and  hanging  about  their  necks,  they  pla] 
upon  them  with  their  lingers.  The  motion  of  thel< 
Indian  women,  efpecially  with  their  hands  and  feet 
were  mofl  furprizing  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  they,  wid 
the  mofl  graceful  and  carelefs  air,  addreffed  themfelve 
to  fome  of  the  fpedators. 

On  the  firfl  of  Oftober  the  ambaffadors  entertainec 
the  Mufcovite  envoy,  and  three  Armenian  lords,  th 
principal  Englifn  and  French  merchants,  the  Spanif! 
Auftin  friars,  and  fome  Indian  carmelites,  with  40  difh 
cs  in  three  courfes,  after  the  German  fafhion.     Th 
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j  governor  of  Armenia  was  fo  pleafed  with  feme  of  the 
I  German  partes,  that  he  fpoke  of  them  to  the  Sophi, 
I  who  fecmino;  defirous  to  fee  them,  their  cook  was  or- 
dered  to  make  fome,  which  being  prefented  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  he  received  theraf  very  obligingly,  and  prefented 
them  to  the  ladies  at  court,  who  were  extremely  de- 
lighted with  them.  The  feaft  was  concluded  with  the 
diverfion  of  running  at  the  ring,  at  which  Mr.  Man- 
deflo  got  the  firil^  and  the  ambaifador  Brugman  got  the 
fecond  prize. 

The  next  day,  the  prior  of  the  Auftin  friars  coming 
to  reprefent  to  our  author,  the  fecretary  of  the  embaify, 
the  debaucheries  of  fome  of  the  ambaiTadors'  retinue, 
land  cfpecially  of  the  ambaiTador  Brugman,  he  went  to 
[that  ambaifador,  in  order  to  com.plain  of  the  debauched 
lives  of  fome  of  his  people,  and  to  defirc  that  fomc 
reformation  m.ight  be  introduced  among  them  -,  but  he 
'no  fooner  entered  the  room,  than  he  found  Mr.  Brug- 
,  man  with  an  Armenian  woman  ;  and  that  ambaifador, 
[imagining  that  he  came  with  a  defign  to  furprife  him, 
jwas  io  incenfed,  that  he  fwore  he  would  be  revenged. 
•  The  fecretary,  who  well  knew  his  temper,  immedi- 
ately retired  to  the  convent  of  the  Auguilins,  with  a 
defign  of  leaving  the  embaffy,  and    of  returning  by 
way  of  Babylon  and  Aleppo  to  Germany;  but  the  am- 
baifador Brugman  being  informed  of  his    refolution, 
lient  to  let  him  know,  that  he  would  have   him  mur- 
jdered  by  the  way,  and  the  Secretary  being  fenfible  that 
this  might  be  eafily  effedlied,  thought  it  his  faieil  way 
to  endeavour  after  a  reconciliation,  Vv^hich  was  at  lail 
produced   by  the  mediation  of  the  prior  of  the  Au- 
sguilins. 

Some  days  after,  as  the  author  was  going  to  the  fub- 
urbs  of  Tzalfa,  he  faw  an  Armenian  marching  in  pro- 
cefTion  to  the  church  in  order  to  be  married.  In  the 
front  was  the  miinc,  after  which  went  a  boy  about 
twelve  years  of  age,  v/ith  a  wax  candle  in  his  hand,  fol- 
lowed by  the  bridegroom  on  horfeback,  who  had  two 
men  riding  on  ^v.ch  fide  of  him,  and  was  followed  by 
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four  men  richly  drelTed  ;  after  whom  were  carried  two 
diihes  of  meat,  two  pitchers  of  wine,  and  two  difhes 
of  apples,  all  which  were  fet  before  the  bridegroom, 
and   his   attendants,   as  foon  as  they  came   into  the 
church  ',  but  the  bridegroom  did  not  touch  them,  and 
after  the  reft  had  eat  a  little,  what  was  left  was  faved 
for  the  prieft,  except  the  wine,  which  w^as  all  drank  ^ 
our  author  being  obliged  by  the  bridegroom.,  who  ob- 
ferved  him,  to  take  a  fhare.     By  this  time  the  bride, 
with  a  young  m=aid  on"  her  right  hand,  and  on  her  left 
a  married  woman,  with  their  faces  covered  with  avei 
of  thin   lav/n,    entered   the    church ;    and   the   prieft 
conducting    the   young  couple  to  the    altar,    bleifed 
them.,    and    held  a  Vvcoden   crofs  over   them.,    while 
they  joined  hands,   and  the    bricle  laid  her  hand  on 
the    bridegroom's    bread.     After  mutual  promifes  of 
iidelity,  the  prieft  gave  them  the  comumnion,  by  giv* 
ing  to  each  a  piece  of  the   confecrated  hoil  fteeped  in 
v/ine.     The  bread  of  the  eucharift  among  the  Arme-^ 
nians  is  not  leavened,  as  in  the  Mufcovite,  and  other 
Greek  churches  ;  but  is  an  unleavened  pafte  of  the  fizc 
and  thicknefs  of  a  crown  piece.     During  the  commu-- 
nion,  they  fung  and  played  on  a  kind  of  large  cym- 
bals i  it  being  the  conftant  pra6lice  of  the  Armenians^ 
never  to  communicate  without  mufic.     After  the  com* 
munion  rofe-water  was   caft  upon  the  new   miarried 
couple,  and  all  prefent,  and  afcarf  being  tied  about  the 
bride's  right  hand,  the  bridegroom  took  hold  of  it,  and 
drew  her  after  him  to  the    church  door,  from  whence 
they  all  went  on  horfeback  to  the  place  where  the  wed-» 
ding  feafl:  was  prepared,  which  alv/ays  lafts  three  daysi 
during  v/hich  the  nev/  married  couple  are  not  permits 
ted  to  cohabit  together. 

Our  author  afterwards  paffing  along  heard  a  noife  iff 
another  Armenian  church,  made  by  ilriking  a  flick  upott 
a  board,  which  is  ufed  inftead  of  bells,  they  not  being 
permitted  inPerfia;  when  going  in  he  found  it  to  be  a 
chriftening  ;  but  faw  nobody  in  the  church  befides  the 
pried",  the  clerk,  an  aged  woman,  who  brought  the 
child,  and  a  young  man,  v;ho  Vv^ajs  to    be  godfather. 
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The  priell,  after  fome  prayers,  put  fever al  queftions 
to  the  go'dfather^  after  which  the  latter  carried  the  child 
to  the  old  woman  to  unfwathe  it  3  which  done,  they 
v^'cnt  into  the  facriily,  and  going  up  ro  the  font,  which 
was  placed  within  the  v/aii  like  a  trough,  and  was  halt 
an  ell  long  and  a  quarter  broad i  the  priefl  confecrated 
the  water,  put  into  it  fome  confecrated  oil,  and  then 
putting  the  child  naked  into  the  font,  baptized  him  in 
the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
bv  thrice  pouring  water  upon  his  head,  and  afte wards 
all  over  his  body,  making  the  fign  of  the  crofs  in  the 
forehead,  with  confecrated  oil.  The  Armenians  do 
not  commonly  chriflen  their  infants  till  they  are  eight 
days  old,  unlefs  they  are  in  danger  of  dying :  it  being 
their  opinion,  that  infants  who  die  before  baptiun  can- 
not be  faved  -,  for  v/hich  reafon  they  do  not  allow  tliem 
to  be  buried  in  the  church-yard,  nor  can  any  in  m.ore 
advanced  life  be  interred  there,  v/ho  have  not  commu- 
nicated at  leaii  once  a  year. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  happened  an  affair  v/hich 
was   attended   with   miclancholy  confequences :    John 
Rudolph  Stadler,  a   narive   of  Zurich  in  Sv/iiferland, 
I  was  a  verv  ine:enious  clock-maker  in  the  fervice  of  the 
j  Sophi ',  he  was  about  thirty-eight  years  01  age,  and  nad 
■  rnarried  an  Armenian  woman,  the  fifter  of  the  ambaf- 
fador  Brugman's  favourite  mhfhxls ;  and,  by  that  am- 
.  baffador's  interceiTion,  had,  with  great  dii^xulty,  ob- 
tained leave  to  return  into  his   own  country.     In  tnc 
meanwhile,  a  thief  breaking  into  his  houfe,  the  clock- 
maker  caught  him,    and  after  feverely  beating  him, 
turned  him  out  of  doors,  which  he  had  no  fooner  done, 
i  than  repenting  that  he  had  ufed  him  no  worfe,  he  ran 
after  himi,  and  ihot  him  dead  with  a  piflrol.     The  rela- 
tions of  the   deceafed  immediately  complained  to   the 
mufti,  of  the  murder  committed  by  an  inftdel  upcii 
one  of  the  faithful,  who  thereupon  caufed  the  clock- 
maker  to  be  feized  the  next  miOrning  as  he  was  going  10 
court,  and  put  into  the  palank,  a  wooden   iriilnjmen.:: 
i  which  covers  the  neck  and  arms.     The   amibailadors 
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left  no  (lone  unturned  to  procure  his  releafe ;  but  the 
authority  and  zeal  of  the  mufti  prevailing,  he  was  con- 
demned to  die,  unlefs  he  would  deferve  the  king's  par- 
don, by  turning  Mahometan.  Many  of  the  Perfian 
lords,  who  efteemed  him  for  his  art,  endeavoured  to 
perluade  him  to  fave  his  life,  by  the  hopes  of  great  ad- 
vantages ;  but  this  proving  ineifedual,  he  was  twice 
carried  to  the  market  place,  to  try  whether  the  terror 
of  death  would  not  induce  him  to  alter  his  fentiments, 
but  in  vain,  he  pofitively  declaring  that  nothing  fhould 
make  him  violate  his  religion.  The  Auguftine  and 
Carmelite  friars  alfo  llrove  to  perfuade  him  to  die  in 
the  Romifh  faith,  v/hich  he  alfo  refufcd,  protefting  that 
he  would  die  in  the  reformed  religion,  which  he  ac- 
cordingly did  y  for  being  delivered  up  to  the  relations 
of  the  deceafed,  the  firft  v^ho  ilruck  at  him  with  his 
fcymeter  miffed,  the  fecond  ftruck  into  the  palank,  but 
the  third  fevered  his  head  from  the  body,  which  lay 
all  day  expofed  at  the  place  of  execution,  till  in  the 
evenino-,  at  the  interceffion  of  Mr.  Brugman,  ic  was 
brought  to  the  ambaffadors  quarters,  m  order  to  be 
interred  the  next  day.  But  the  Sophi  happening  to 
invite  the  ambaffadors  to  a  hunting  match,  the  inter- 
ment could  not  be  performed  till  the  2 2d,  when  the 
governor  of  Armenia,  the  Mufcovite  envoy,  and  fe- 
veral  other  chriftians  were  prefent  at  the  funeral.    ■    ^ 

The  hunting  match  beginning  on  the  17th,  horfes 
and  camels  were  brought  early  in  the  morning  to 
the  ambaffadors  quarters  by  their  mehemander,  who 
conduded  them  to  a  fpacious  plain,  where  the  Sophi 
foon  after  appeared,  attended  by  jooperfons  of  quality 
mounted  on  very  fine  horfes,  and  at  his  firft  feeing  the 
ambaffadors,  he  faluted  them  with  great  condefccntion. 
He  was  that  day  dreffed  in  a  filver  brocade  veil;  his 
turban  was  adorned  with  herons  feathers,  and  he  was 
followed  by  four  led  horfes  which  had  rich  faddles,  har- 
neffes  and  clothes  embroidered  v/ith  gold  and  precious 
ftones,  and  clofe  to  him  was  an  aftrologer,  who  was 
continually  making  his  cbfervations.     The  morning 
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was  fpent  in  fowling,  and  about  noon  they  were  enter- 
tained by  the  Sophi  with  a  dinner  under  tents  fixed  in 
an  Armenian  village,  which  being  over  they  were 
quartered  by  their  mehemander  in  another  village  at  a 
fmall  diftarice  where  they  were  vifited  by  fome  of  the 
Perfian  lords,  who  partook  of  the  excellent  fruits  pre- 
fented  to  the  ambalTadors  by  the  Armenian  chriftians. 
But  the  Sophij  being  informed  that  the  mehemander 
had  lodged  them  in  another  village,  immediately  or- 
dered them  to  take  up  their  lodging  in  a  houfe  next  ad- 
joining to  that  where  he  himfelfwas,  which  was  in- 
ftantly  put  in  execution,  and  their  fupper  was  brought 
them  in  gold  dillies  out  of  the  Sophi's  kitchen. 

Very  early  the  next  morning,  the  ambalTadors  went 
with  the  Sophi  to  hunt  cranes,  when  a  long  fecret  way 
being  made  under  ground,  a  confiderablc  quantity  of 
wheat  was  fcattered  in  a  field  at  the  end  of  it,  and  this 
bringing  a  vaft  number  of  cranes,  near  800  of  them 
were  taken.  The  Sophi  put  fome  of  the  feathers  in  his 
turban,  and  prefenting  two  to  each  of  the  ambaf- 
fadors,  they  put  them  in  their  hats.  They  afterwards 
dined  in  the  fame  place  as  the  day  before  ;  and  tov/ards 
night  the  Sophi,  attended  only  by  the  ambalTadors  and 
fix  other  perfons,  went  to  hunt  the  duck  and  v/ild  goofe> 
and  alighting  at  200  paces  from  the  place  intended  for 
the  fport,  entered  a  large  hut  made  of  earth,  near 
which  the  nets  w^ere  fpread  upon  the  fide  of  a  fmall 
brook ;  but  no  birds  appearing,  they  fpent  their  time 
in  drinking  feveral  bottles  with  the  Sophi,  and  then 
returned  to  their,  quarters,  to  which  their  fupper  was 
again  fent  them. 

On  the  19th,  abundance  of  kawks  and  three  leo- 
pards bred  to  hunting  v/ere  brought ;  but  having  for 
fome  time  beat  the  bullies  to  no  purpofe,  they  went 
to  one  of  the  royal  parks,  ,which  v/as  two  leagues  in 
circumference,  and  furrounded  by  a  high  wall.  This 
park  was  divided  into  three  partitions  j  in  the  firft  of 
which  were  kept  harts,  goats,  deer,  hares  and  foxes ; 
in  the  fecond,  a  kind  of  deer  called  ahues;  and  in  the 
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third  wild  affes.  The  leopards  being  by  the  Sophi's 
command;,  let  in  among  the  ahues,  they  foon  difpatch- 
ed  each  of  them  one.  The  next  diverfion  was  among 
the  wild  afies,  at  one  of  which  the  ambalTador  Brug- 
man^  by  the  Sophi's  defire,  difcharged  his  piilol,  but 
miffing  his  aim,  his  majefty,  though  riding  full  fpeed, 
fhot  him  with  an  arrow  in  the  breaft,  and  wounded 
ffveral  others,  never  miffing,  though  in  full  gallop. 
He  cut  another  afs  with  his  fey  meter  acrofs  the  back, 
and  with  one  blow  cleft  it  to  the  belly,  and  alfo  with  a 
fmgle  blow  almoft  cut  off  the  head  of  another  5  which 
done,  one  of  the  khans  wiped  the  fcymeter  clean,  and 
put  it  into  the  fcabbard.  They  then  went  into  a  fmall 
indofure  in  the  midft  of  the  park,  where  his  majefly 
having  commanded  one  of  the  two  huntfmen  to  attend 
him  with  fowling  pieces,  to  fnoot  at  an  afs ;  the  more 
ancient  of  the  two,  coniidering  it  as  adifgrace  that  the 
other  ihould  fetch  it  down  before  him,  Ihot  at  it  j  but 
miffing  his  aim,  was  laughed  at  by  the  company,  at 
v/hich  he  was  fo  exafperated,  that  he  drew  his  fcymeter 
upon  the  other,  and  cut  off  his  thumb.  The  Sophi, 
being  immediately  informed  of  this  affair,  ordered  that 
the  offender  ihould  loofe  his  head  -,  but  at  the  interceffi- 
on  of  fome  who  were  prefent,  he  confented  to  his  lofing 
only  his  ears.  The  executioner,  however,  forgetting 
part  of  his  duty,  cut  off  only  one  half  of  the  ear,  which 
the  grand  huntfm.an  perceiving,  alighted,  and  taking 
his  knife,  cut  off  the  remaining  part,  to  the  great 
aflonifhment  of  the  ambaffadors,  who  were  amazed  at 
feeing  a  nobleman  of  his  quality  interfere  in  the  office 


of  an  executioner. 


A  fmall  amphitheatre  being  eredied  in  this  inclofure, 
the  Sophi  entertained  them  with  a  collation  of  fruits 
and  preferves,  and  foon  after  32  wild  affes  were  forced 
in,  at  which  his  majefty  difcharged  fome  fhot  with  his 
fov/Hncr  pieces,  and  vyounded  others  with  his  arrows, 
after  which,  the  ambaffadors  and  the  Perfian  lords  be- 
ing permitted  to  follow  his  exam.ple,  the  fides  of 
thefe  beafcs  were  foon  full  of  arrows  y  which  afforded  a 
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cruel  kind  of  fporc  to  the  fpedatorsj  efpecially  on  their 
running  fo  clofe  to  each  other  as  to  force  the  arrov/s 
deeper  into  their  fides,  which  filling  them  with  rage 
againft  their  companions,  they  ran  at  each  other  with 
great  fiercenefs.  At  lafc,  however,  thefe,  and  30  more 
which  were  afterwards  let  in,  were  knocked  down,  in 
order  to  be  fentto  the  Sophi's  kitchen  at  Ifpahan  j  the 
flefh  of  vnld  afTes  being  in  high  eileem  among  the 
Periians. 

By  this  time  dinner  was  brought  to  the  fame  place^ 
when  Brugman  took  the  opportunity  of  prefenting  the 
Sophi  with  the  duke  of  Hojfcein's  pi6lure  in  a  box  fet 
with  diamonds,  and  alfo  with  a  fteel  mirror,  poliihed 
on  both  fides,  and  embelliihed  with  feveral  figures  by 
that  famous  artifl,  John  Drefden.  Thefe  prefents  he 
made  upon  his  own  account. 

Dinner  being  over,  the  ambaliadors  retired  to  fome 
neighbouring  houfes  to  take  their  afternoon's  nap  j  but 
they  had  fcarcely  got  thither,  when  the  Sophi  fent  them 
ten  ahues  and  a  fine  flag,  the  horns  of  which  had  twelve 
brow  antlers,  and  word  was  at  the  fame  time  brought 
tthem,  that  his  majeily  was  again  on  horfeback.     They 
therefore  followed  his  example,  and  riding  in  fearch  of 
^him,    found  him  employed  in  hawking.     But  he  no 
I  fooner  got  fight  of  them,  than  he  left  that  fport,  and 
with  nine  perfons  of  his  retinue,  and  fix  of  theirs,  retir- 
ed to  a  large  walk,  at  the  end  of  which  was  a  decoy 
for  wild  ducks ;  but  inlread  of  employing  themfelves  in 
that  diverfion,  they  foon  fell  to  drinking,  and  they  all 
became  fo  merry,  that  the  ducks  were  frightened  from 
,    coming  near  them.     Mr.  Mandeflo  had  the  honour  of 
i    filling  the  fophi  a  giafs  of  wine,  and  afterwards  of  kiiT- 
;    ing  his  knee ;    his  majefly  at  the  fame  time  prefented 
:.him  with  an  apple^  which  was  looked  upon  as  a  parti- 
cular mark  of  kindnefs,  and  he  was  afterwards  coniider- 
I    ed  by  the  court  as  a  perfon  much  in  his  majefly's  favour. 
Meanwhile  Haly  Beg,  the  deputy  fceward  of  the  houf- 
hold,  who  had  filled  the  lophi's  giaffes,  got  fo  drunk 
that  he  made  fuch  a  hideous  noifc  at  the  other  end  of 
VOL.   V.  Q^^q 


3o6     TRAVELS  of  the  HOLSTEINT  AMBASSADORS 

the  v/alk,  that  his  majefty  fent  a  perfon  to  bid  hiip 
withdraw,  and  this  not  fucceedinof,  he  ordered  another 
to  drag  him  from  thence,  and  to  fet  him  on  horfeback. 
But  v^^hen  they  were  going  to  execute  his  majefty's 
commands,  Haly  Beg  became  fo  outrageous,  as  to 
abufe  and  Ilrike  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  force  him 
av/ay,  v/hich  the  fophi  perceiving,  wxnt  thither  to  per- 
fuade  him  ;  but  findino:  himfelf  not  much  better  treat- 
ed  than  the  reii:,  laid  his  hand  upon  his  fcymeter,  and 
though  he  was  one  of  his  greatefc  favourites,  threatened 
to  cut  off  his  head,  which  put  the  fteward  into  fuch  a 
fright,  that  he  immediately  became  fober,  and  confi- 
dering  that  there  was  no  jeiling  with  his  mcijefty  v/hcr 
once  provoked,  he  mounted  his  horfe  as  nimbly  as  ii 
he  had  not  tafced  a  drop  of  wine,  which  fet  the  foph 
a  laughing,,  and  he  returned  in  a  very  merry  humoi; 
to  the  ambaifadors,  but  vvrithdrew  foon  after,  and  the^ 
returned  to  their  lodgings. 

On  the  20th  the  Sophi  did  not  go  a  hunting,  but  th< 
ambaffadors  dined  with  him  in  his  fummer-houfe 
which  was  pleafantly  fituated  in  the  midft  of  a  gardei 
near  the  v^ater  lide ;  in  the  afternoon  they  took  a  turn 
and  in  their  way  caught  a  white  heron.  ^ 

On  the  2ift,  being  fent  for  early  in  the  miOrning  t 
go  with  the  Scphi  to  catch  pigeons,  they  were  condud 
€d  to  the  top  of  a  very  high  tower,  within  which  wer 
looo  neils  -,  and  the  whole  company  being  placed  oj 
the  outfide,  and  the  ambaifadors  trumpets  commander 
to  found,  the  pigeons,  which  flew  through  the  holes  ii 
vaft  numbers,  were  moil  of  them  killed  by  the  foph 
and  the  reft  of  the  comipany.  This  put  an  end  to  the! 
diverfion  for  that  time  \  but  in  their  way  towards  th 
city,  the  fophi  took  them  into  one  of  his  gardens  calle^ 
Tzarbach,  remarkable  for  its  beauty,  where  being  en 
tertained  with  another  magnificent  treat,  they  returns 


to  their  loJf>ins:5. 


Within  a  fev/  days  after,  proclamation  v/as  made  b; 
the  cryer  of  the  city,  that  the  fophi,  being  to  go  abroa' 
that  way  M'ith  the  ladies  of  t\\(t  court,  nobody  fhoul 
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prefiime  to  appear  that  clay  in  the  ilreets.  Whenever 
the  fophi's  wives  or  concubines  make  an  excurfion, 
they  are  carried  upon  camels  in  a  kind  of  covered  chefcs^ 
notwithfLanding  which^,  no  perlbn  is  allowed  to  appear 
in  the  ftreets,  or  Vv^ithin  a  muiquet  fliot  of  the  field  wiiere 
they  take  their  diverfion  under  pain  of  death,  becaufe 
thefe  ladies  appear  in  the  field  on  horfeback,  with  hawks 
in  their  hands,  and  alfo  make  ufe  of  bows  and  arrows, 
for  v/hich  reafon  none  but  the  fophi  and  the  eunuchs 
muft  appear  among  them;  even  the  lords  who  attend 
the  fophi  always  leave  the  rov/n  half  an  hour  before  the 
ladies,  and  while  they  are  diverting  tlicmfelvcs,  are 
obliged  to  fpend  their  time  in  hanting  at  the  diftance 
of  half  a  league  from  them. 

On  the  19th  of  November  the  lord  chancellor  made 
a  magnificent  entertainment  for  the  ambalTadors  in  a 
moil  fumptuous  hall,  at  the  entrance  of  which  was  a 
very  handfome  fountain,  and  oppofite  the  door  feveral 
pi6tures  of  v/omen  in  different  drelTcs  copied  after  fome 
European  originals,  below  which  the  walls  were  on  all 
fides  covered  with  looking  gialTes  of  various  fizes.  All 
their  meat  was  ferved  in  plate,  bcfides  v/hich  they  had 
the  king's  mufic,  and  the  diveriion  of  the  dancing  Vv'O- 
men,  who,  not  behavino-  with  the  fam.e  refervednefs  as 
-before  the  fophi,  iliewed  feveral  inftances  or  dexterity. 
Among  the  relt  one  of  them  placed  a  porcelain  veficl 
two  feet  hi2:h  in  the  midfc  of  the  hall,  and  in  turning 
.about,  took  it  up  between  her  legs  with  lucn  a  flight 
that  nobody  could  perceive  fhe  had  any  thing  there,  and 
after  continuing  the  dance  with  the  fame  air*,  returned 
it  with  equal  dexterity  to  the  place  whence  ihe  had  ta- 
ken it  without  making  one  falfe  fiep. 

It  iTiuil  be  confefied,  that  the  Perfians,  whenever 
they  entertain  their  friends,  omit  nothing  which  they 
imagine  niay  contribute  to  their  diveriion  ;  and  as  they 
are  extremely  fond  of  v/omen,  thcit  never  fail  to  be 
introduced  at  their  feafrs.  The  rnafcer  of  the  enter- 
tainment ofi-ers  ihefe  dancin)."!;  women  to  his  guefb,  and 
he  who  has  a  mind  to  one  of  them,  has  notbino-  more  to 
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do  than  to  rife  and  condu6b  her  into  a  private  room, 
and  as  foon  as  the  bufinefs  is  over,  to  return  to  his 
place,  where  nobody  takes  the  leaft  notice  of  what  has 
been  done.  But  a  perfon  is  allov/ed  to  refufe  this  fa- 
vour without  giving  olTence.  Ardebil  is  the  only  place 
throughout  ail  Perfia,  where  thefe  dancing  women  are' 
not  tolerated ,  Shah  Abas  having  banifhed  them  front 
thence  on  account  of  the  fanClity  of  the  place. 

After  dinner,  the  mufic  and  dancing  women  being 
ordered  to  w^ithdraw,  the  ambaffadors  had  a  private 
conference  with  the  chancellor  in  his  garden,  relating 
to  the  negociation,  which  was  afterv/ards  repeated. 

On  the  fecond  of  December  the  fophi  lent  each  of 
the  ambaffadors  a  prefent  of  a  horfe,  with  their  faddles- 
and  bridles  adorned  v/ith  large  gold  plates  and  buckles  j 
alfo  two  Perfian  garments,  with  a  turban  and  girdle  of 
gold  brocade  -,  205  pieces  of  fifteen  forts  of  filk,  &c. 
and  200  tommans  in  money,  amounting  to  1000  pif^, 
toles,  to  be  divided  between  them  towards  their  ex- 
pence  in  their  return  home.  To  each  of  the  five  prin- 
cipal perfons  of  the  retinue,  he  gave  a  fattin  veil  and 
another  of  taffety,  with  gold  and  filver  flowers,  and  to 
each  of  the  other  gentlemen  a  veil:  of  tabby  flowered 
with  gold. 

On  the  3d  of  December  the  ambaffadors  were  invited 
once  more  to  dine  with  the  Sophi,  Vs^hen,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  country,  they  wore  the  befl  of  thofe 
garments  prefented  by  his  miajefi:y,  over  their  other 
clothes.  They  were  entertained  with  the  fame  cere-^ 
monies  as  before,  after  which  the  chamberlain  con- 
ducted the  ambaffadors  to  take  their  leave  of  the  fophi, 
who  delivered  them  with  his  own  hand,  his  anfwer  to 
the  duke  of  Holltein's  letter,  promifing,  in  return,  to 
fend  him  a  rnoil  folemn  embaffy.  The  ambaffadors 
then  expreffed  their  acknov/ledgments  for  the  honours 
and  noble  treatment  they  had  received  during  their 
abode  in  his  king:dom. 

The  following  day  the  Mofcovite  envoy  obtamed  his 
djfrriiffion,  in  order  to  return  with  them  into_ Mofcovy, 
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and  a  day  or  two  after,  feveral  of  the  the  Perfian  lords 
fent  their  prefents  to  the  ambaffadors  -,  which  confifted 
of  fine  horfes,  mules,  and  rich  filks. 

Ifpahan,  the  capital  of  the  province  ofErak,  and  of 
all  Perfia,  is  fituated  in  32^  jomin.  north,  latitude,  and 
in  50*^  eaft  longitude  in  a  fine  plain,  and  is  almofl  fur- 
rounded  with  mountains  at  a  few  leagues  diftance.  It 
is  of  an  oval  form,  and  without  reckoninis;  the  fuburbs, 
is  twelve  miles  m  circumference.  It  has  alfo  twelve 
gates,  nine  of  which  are  only  open,  and  is  computed 
to  have  18,000  houfes,  and  500,000  inhabitants.  The 
fortifications  are  moftly  of  earth,  and  very  inconfide- 
rabie,  and  though  the  bafiions  are  of  brick,  they  are  fo 
miferably  flanked,  that  they  are  but  a  flender  defence  j 
be  fides,  the  ditch  is  fo  ruined,  that  a  man  may  at  any 
time  pafs  over  it  dry  fliod.  It  is,  however,  the  chief 
trading  place  of  all  Perfia,  and  is  frequented  by  all  the 
Afiatic  nations,  and  in  particular  by  the  Indians,  whofe 
commodities  are  extremely  valuable ;  for,  not  to  men- 
tion the  mull^  and  ambergris,  they  fell  great  quantities 
of  pearls  and  diamonds.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  con- 
fiderable  numbers  of  Tartars  of  different  nations, 
Turks,  Jews,  Armenians,  Georgians,  Engiifn,  Dutch, 
and  French. 

The  Perfians  are  at  a  greater  expence  in  their  gar- 
dens than  in  their  houfes,  though  the  former  are  very 
different  from  thofe  in  mod  parts  of  Europe ;  for  as 
nature  overfpreads  their  iields  with  tulips,  and  a  vafl 
variety  of  the  fined  flov/ers,  fo  tnak  are  not  placed  in 
their  gardens  -,  but  they  apply  themfclves  with  all  their 
care  to  the  cultivation  of  the  moil  excellent  fruit-trees, 
-that  nature  affifled  by  art  can  produce  in  fo  happy  a  cli- 
mate. They  are  alfo  very  curious  in  their  walks  which 
are  fet  on  both  fides  with  tzinnar  trees,  a  kind  of  pop- 
lar, unknov/n  in  Europe.  This  tr^e  grows  up  to  the 
height  of  a  pine,  the  leaves  are  broad,  refembling 
thole  of  the  vine,  and  it  bears  a  fruit  that  has  fome  re- 
ftmblance  to  the  chefnut,  though  it  has  no  kernel. 
The  wood  is  a  dark  brown,  and  fo  finely  veined,  that 
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when  rubbed,  it  appears  more  beautiful  than  any  thing 
made  out  of  the  root  of  the  fined  wainut-trees,  and  of 
this  wood  the  Perfians  commonly  make  their  door  and 
window  fhutters.  Fountains  are  the  chief  ornaments 
of  their  gardens :  thefe  have  large  receptacles  from 
whence  the  water  is  conveyed  by  channels  from  one 
bafon  to  another.  The  Sophi's  garden,  called  Tzar- 
bach,  near  the  city,  is  one  of  the  fineft  in  the  world, 
it  being  an  exad  Iquare,  half  a  league  every  way.  It 
is  divided  by  the  river  Sendcruth  into  a  crofs,  which 
forms  four  different  gardens  3  at  the  fouth  end  is  a 
mount  planted  with  feveral  walks,  on  both  fides  of 
which  are  deep  precipices,  made  by  cutting  the  rock 
into  feveral  channels,  through  which  the  river  falls 
from  the  top  into  bafons  made  for  that  purpofe.  Thefe 
cafcades  are  about  three  feet  broad,  and  fo  fleep  that 
the  water  is  forced  with  great  violence  into  the  bafon. 
Every  walk  has  alfo  its  peculiar  bafon  of  v/hite  marble, 
where  the  water  fpouts  forth  in  various  figures.  Thefe 
ftreams  all  meet  in  a  large  bafon  in  the  midft  of  the 
garden,  where  a  column  of  v/ater  is  thrown  up  forty 
feet  high.  At  the  four  corners  of  the  bafon  are  four 
large  pavilions,  the  apartments  of  which  are  adorned 
with  carved  v/orkgilt.  There  are  v/alks  from  each  of 
thefe  pavilions  to  the  other,  planted  v/ith  tzinnar  trees. 
There  are  here  likewife  innumerable  fruit-trees  of  all 
forts,  which  Shah  Abas  caufed  to  be  brought  thither 
even  from  Turkey  and  India.  Among  the  reft  our  au- 
thor faw  a  kind  of  grapes,  as  big  as  a  man's  thumb, 
without  any  ilones,  the  pulp  of  which  was  firm,  and  of 
a  moil  delicious  tafte.  Ten  mailer  gardeners  are  ap- 
pointed to  look  after  this  garden,  each  of  whom  has  ten 
other  gardeners  under  him  ,  and  they  are  permitted  to 
let  any  body  come  into  the  garden  for  four  kafbekies, 
or  two-pence  a  piece,  and  to  eat  v/hat  fruit  they  pieafe, 
but  they  muft  carry  none  away. 

Moft  of  the  Perfian  lords,  and  rich  merchants,  have 
a  kind  of  fummer-houie  or  galleries   in  their  gardens,  ^| 
inciofed  by  a  rov/ of  pillars,  on  the    four  corners  of  J 
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which  are  as  many  rooms,  where  they  take  the  benefit  of 
the  air  and  breezes,  by  chufing  that  where  they  blow* 
Thefe  fummer-houfes  both  in  building  and  furniture, 
frequently  exceed  their  ordinary  dwelling-houfes.  In- 
deed, though  perfons  of  quality  have  very  magnificent 
furniture,  the  houfes  in  which  they  ufually  refide,  make 
but  an  indifferent  appearance,  they  being  built  only  of 
earth  or  bricks  baked  in  the  fun.  Thefe  ftrudures  are 
generally  fquare,  and  commonly  four  (lories  high,  in- 
cluding the  ground  room ;  but  inilead  of  glafs,  they  in 
winter  cover  their  windows,  v/hich  are  made  with  lat- 
tices,  with  oiled  paper. 

The  meidan,  or  great  market-place,  is  very  large^ 
it  being  feven  hundred  feet  long,  and  two  hundred  and 
fifty  broad.  The  houfes  round  it  are  all  of  brick,  of 
an  equal  height,  and  the  fhops  vaulted.  The  fide  to- 
wards the  royal  palace  contains  the  goldfmiths,  lapi- 
daries and  druggifts,  oppofite  to  which  are  the  woollen- 
drapers,  mercers,  and  thoie  who  fell  calicoes,  with  the 
taverns,  and  other  eating  and  drinking-houfes.  Round 
the  market-place  are  planted  trees,  not  unlike  box> 
though  they  grow  fomewhat  higher ;  they  are  always 
gi^een,  and  being  (o  cut  that  the  fhops  appear  between 
them,  add  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  place  ;  but  one 
of  the  chief  ornaments,  as  well  as  conveniencies  of  the 
market-place,  is  a  rivulet  carried  at  the  foot  of  thefe 
trees  through  a  channel  of  free-ilone,  raifed  two  feet 
from  the  ground,  and  which  is  difcharged  into  two 
large  bafons,  and  from  thence  conveyed  by  pipes  to 
other  parts  of  the  city.  At  the  end  of  a  great  vaulted 
gallery  are  two  balconies  oppofite  each  other,  and  co- 
vered over  head,  where  the  city  mufic  plays  every 
night  at  flm  -(cty  or  whenever  the  Sophi  paifes  through 
the  market-place  ;  a  cuilom  obferved  in  all  the  cities 
in  Perfia  that  are  the  refidence  of  a  khan. 

Before  the  royal  palace  are  fcverai  pieces  of  cannon 
without  carriages,  and  over  the  outer  gate  is  a  large 
fquare  ftrudlure,  v/hich  has  windows  on  all  fides.  The 
chief  apartments  belonging  to  the  palace  are,  a  hall 
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where  the  Sophi  treats  the  principal  perfons  of  the 
court  on  the  new-year's-day  -,  and  the  great  hail  of  juf- 
tice,  where  appeals  are  brought  before  the  Sophi,  who 
prefides  there  in  perfon,  and  there  frequently  gives  au- 
dience to  foreign  ambaffadors ;  but  this  hall;,  with  the 
fpacious  court  before  it,  has  been  already  defcribed. 
Thefe,  and  feveral  other  halls,  have  many  chambers, 
clofets,  galleries,  and  apartments  belonging  to  them, 
fit  for  the  entertainment  of  fo  great  a  court,  and  the 
Sophi's  wives  and  numerous  concubines,  who  all  live 
in  the  fame  palace ;  and  v/hat  is  more  extraordinary, 
there  is  not  any  confiderable  apartment  but  has  its  pe- 
culiar garden.  There  alfo  belongs  to  the  palace,  as 
we  have  already  obferved,  a  place  of  refuge  for  all  un- 
fortunate perfons,  whether  criminals  or  debtors. 

On  the  outfide  of  the  royal  palace  is  the  citadel, 
v/hich  is  fortified  with  a  rampart  and  feveral  baftions 
^ of  earth.  It  is  commanded  by  a  governor,  who  has  a 
flrong  garrifon  under  him,  for  the  defence  of  the  place, 
and  the  Sophi's  treafury,  armory,  and  ftores  of  am- 
munition, though  it  has  no  other  artillery  but  field - 
pieces. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  great  market  is  a  fine 
mofque,  which  has  a  large  court  before  it,  in  which  is 
a  very  handfome  fountain.  This  mofque  is  a  vafl 
flrudure  ;  the  walls  are  of  white  polifned , marble,  the 
pieces  of  which  are  fo  artfully  cemented,  that  it  is  im- 
poiTible  to  fee  where  they  are  joined.  The  city  alio 
contains  many  other  mofques  remarkable  for  their 
magnificence. 

Oppofite  to  the  great  mofque  fland  the  tippling 
houfes  among  wTxich  the  taverns  are  eftecmed  rnoft 
infamous.  Near  thefe  are  the  places  where  they  drink 
tea,  v^hich  a're  in  great  repute ;  and  here  perfons  in 
good  circumilances  fpend  their  time  in  playing  at  chefs. 
The  cofree-houfes,  which  are  feparatc  from  thefe,  are 
frequented  by  thofe  who  love  tobacco  and  coffee  :  thefe 
are  alfo  the  places  where  the  poets  and  hiilorians  are 
conftantly  to  be  met  with,  who  com.monly  fit  on  a  high 
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chair  in  the  middle  of  the  rooiii,  where  they  entertain 
the  company  with  their  fatyrical  flories. 
'  In  the  centre  of  the  great  market-place  ftands  a  high 
pole,  on  the  top  of  which  they  fometimes  put  a  melon, 
an  apple^  or  a  trencher,  with  money  upon  it,  at  which 
they  ihoot  on  horl'eback,  in  full  gallop;  the  Sophi 
himfelf,  and  fometimes  the  lords  of  the  court,  affifl  at 
this  fport,  when  great  fums  are  laid  s  the  money  that 
fails  from  the  trencher  belongs  to  the  Sophi's  footmen, 
and  he  that  obtains  the  prize  is  oblised  to  give  an  en- 
tertainment  to  the  whole  company,  and  even  to  his 
majefly  himfelf,  if  he  has  iliot  among  them.  They 
have  another  game  like  cricket^  at  which  they  likewife 
play  on  horfeback,  ilriking  the  ball  when  riding  in  full 
-career.  They  likewife  frequently  exercife  themfelves 
at  throw^ing  the  javelin.  As  the  Perfians  are  extremely 
curious  in  their  horfes,  they  have  frequent  races  run 
from  one  pillar  to  another  in  the  market-place,  and 
when  his  majefty  is  difpofed  to  be  a  fpe6lator,  he  places 
himfelf  in  a  kind  of  wooden  hut,  which  being fet  on  four 
v/heeis  may  be  removed  at  pleafure. 

On  turning  out  of  the  meidan,  or  great  market- 
place, to  the  right,  you  come  to  the  bazar,  or  fecond 
market-place,  in  the  midil  of  which  is  an  open  cloyf- 
ter,  which  contains  the  principal  fhops  v/liere  the 
richeil  ftufi^s  and  comm.odities  of  the  kingdom  are  fold. 
This  market-place  is  divided  into  feveral  ftreets,  which 
are  covered  over  head,  and  contain  a  great  number  of 
fliops,  well  ilored  with  all  forts  of  commodities,  fold 
ac  reafonable  rates,  every  thing  being  cheap  at  Ifpahan, 
: except  fuel  and  meat,  the  courtry  round  about  it  being 
deftitute  of  forefts  and  meadov/s.  For  the  convenien- 
cy  of  trade,  there  are  alfo  built  at  Ifpahan,  many  cara- 
vanferas,  and  fquare  florehoufes,  furrounded  with  high 
jwalls ;  they  are  commonly  three  flories  high,  and,  be- 
! fides  the  vaults  below,  have  all  manner  of  conveni- 
ences, as  halls,  chambers  and  galleries, 

VOL.  V,  R  r 
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Among  the  reft  of  the  public  flirudlures,  the  tv/®! 
convents  belonging  to  the  Spanifli  and  Italian  friars 
ought  not  to  be  omitted;  one  is  the  convent  of  the 
Auguiline  friars,  already  defcribed  -,  and  the  other,  that 
of  the  canTielites,who  when  our  author  was  there,  amoun- 
ted to  no  more  than  ten  in  number,  though  the  edifice 
might  vie  with  any  in  Europe  belonging  to  that  order. 
Three  French  capuchins  were  alfo  at  this  time  laying 
the  foundation  of  a  convent,  in  a  place  they  had  pur- 
chafed  for  that  purpofe. 

Betv/een  this  and  tlie  convent  of  the  Carmelites,  are 
the  king's  ftables,  where  the  m^oft  remarkable  thing  is 
a  high  tower,  built  entirely  of  earth,  and  the  horns  of 
ahues  and  ftacs  -,  the  orio;in  of  which  is  faid  to  be  Shah 
Tamas  killing  in  one  hunting-match  2000  of  thofe 
animals,  in  memory  of  which  he  caufed  this  tower  to 
to  be  eredied,  and  their  horns  to  be  employed  in  the 
building. 

The  city  of  Ifpahan  is  furrounded  on  all  fides  witfe 
large  fuburbs,  the  chief  of  which  is  inhabited  by  Ar- 
menian chriftians,  mofb  of  whom  are  merchants.  This 
quarter  contains  twelve  churches  and  about  300c 
houfes,  which  are  not  inferior  to  the  beft  in  the  city. 
Another  of  the  fuburbs  is  inhabited  by  Georgian  chrif- 
tians,  mofl  of  whom  are  rich  m.erchants  as  well  as  Ar- 
menians ;  and  on  the  weft  end  of  the  city  are  the  fu- 
burbs inhabited  by  the  Gebers>  faid  to  be  the  defcen- 
dants  of  th.e  ancient  Perfians. 

The  ambafiadors  left  Ifpahan  on  the  2ifc  of  Decem- 
ber in  the  evening,  and  after  bein,cy  treated  with  a  col- 
lation,  at  the  difliancc  of  a  league  from  the  city,  pro- 
ceeded that  night  three  leagues  to  the  village  of  Refch- 
man;  Vv'here  they  ftaid  all  the  following  day,  when  the 
AuFuftine  friars  at  Ifpahan,  fome  French  merchants; 
and  Mr.  Mandefio,  who  had  obtained  permiflion  frorr 
the  duke "  of  Holftein  to  travel  into  the  Indies,  tooJ^ 
their  leave  of  them,  and  the  latter  informed  them,  that 
the  Sophi's  ambaffador  to  Flolilein  was  to  follow  them  ii 


JPni^rat^'d  l}cF'.J7za^&iJ' . 


T^AeTc^M^fir  or'  HOU^S'S    a/  J^Jrpa/^^^7^ 


THROUGH  MUSCOVY  INTO  PERSIA.  315 

tSL,  few  days,  and  to  carry  with  him  prefents  fcr  the  duke 
to  the  value  of  25,000  crowns. 

They  proceeded  on  their  journey  without  any  acci- 
dent till  the  6th  of  January,  1638  j  but  had  fcarce  left 
the  city  of  Koni,  when  the  ambairador  Brugman  hav- 
ing a  fall  from  his  horfe,  put  his  right  arm  out  of  joint, 
which  obliged  them  to  flay  ail  the  next  day  at  Seba : 
but  they  continued  their  journey  on  the  8th.  They 
now  found  the  ground  covered  half  a  foot  deep  with 
fnow,  which  continued  till  they  reached  the  raoantalns 
of  Ghilan, 

The  next  day  they  proceeded  two  leagues  by  the 
fide  of  a  forefr  of  olive  trees,  at  tht  extremity  of 
which,  they  found  themfelves  at  a  place  famous  in 
antiquity,  under  the  name  of  Fauces  Hyr.cani^i  -but 
in  the  times  of  Alexander  the  Great,  and  among  the 
modern  Ferfians,  known  by  that  of  Pylas.  It  is  a  very 
narrow*  pafs  into  the  province  of  Ghilan,  where  tv\7o 
rapid  rivers  joining,  fall  v/ith  a  mofc  dreadful  noife 
from  the  rocks.  The  river  formed  by  this  confluence, 
-is  called  Ifparuth ;  but  before  this  jundbion,  the  largeft 
was  nam.ed  Kifilofein,  which  running  under  a  ftone 
bridge,  pafTes  into  the  province  of  Ghilan,  and  by  two 
feverai  channels  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Cafpian  fea. 
This  bridge  has  fix  large  arches,  each  of  Vv'hich  con- 
tains a  good  room  and  kitchen,  befides  other  conve- 
niences ;  fo  that  thefe  arches  are  fufficient  to  lodge  a 
whole  caravan. 

No  fooner  had  they  paffed  the  bridge  than  the  road 
dividing  in  two,  one  leads  through  a  fine  champaign 
country  to  Ardebil,  and  the  other  extends  ftraight 
through  the  province  of  Ghilan,  over  the  moil  dread- 
ful precipices,  it  being  cut  out  of  the  rock,  and  fo 
fteep  and  narrovv^,  that  it  fcarce  affords  a  pafTage  for 
one  loaded  horfe  or  camel ;  nay,  in  fome  places  they 
have  been  forced  to  make  up  the  defects  of  the  rock 
with  mafon's  work.  The  clifcs  reach  on  the  left  hand 
up  to  the  very  clouds,  while  on  tlie  other  fide  nothing 
is  to  be  l}:Gn  but  the  moic  dreadful  orecipices,  rendered 
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more  terrible  by  the  noife  of  the  river,  which  runs  with 
great  violence  at  the  bottom.  The  Periians,  as  well 
as  the  ambailadors  retinue,  were  fo  aftoniHied  at  the 
fight,  that  they  were  glad  to  lead  their  horfes,  and 
even  that  but  loofcly,  for  fear  that  if  they  ihould  flip, 
they  v/ould  draw  their  mailers  after  them.  The  horfes, 
however,  proceeded  very  carefully,  and  with  feeming 
fearj  but  the  camels  made  furer  fteps,  putting  their 
feet  into  places  cut  in  the  rock  for  that  purpofe. 

At  the  top  of  the  mountain  they  tbunci  a  cuilom- 
houfe,  the  receiver  of  which  m.ade  them  a  prefent  of< 
fome  fruits.  They  were  now  not  a  little  aflonifhed  at 
difcovering,  that  though  they  had  fcarceiy  got  out  of 
the  fnov/  on  the  other  fide,  the  valleys  v/cre  here  full 
of  blolToms,  and  they  were  more  convinced  of  the  fur- 
prizing  difference,  when  they  found  the  defcent  of  the 
fame  mountain,  the  afcent  to  which  had  appeared  fo 
dreadful  and  attended  with  fuch  trouble  and  fatigue, 
change  into  the  moil  delightful  profpe6l,  and  attended 
v/ith  all  imaginable  eafe  ^  the  roads  paiTing  through 
groves  of  olives,  cyprefs,  box,  citron  and  orange-trees  j 
with  thefe,  that  fide  of  the  mountain  was  entirely  co- 
vered, and  of  the  lafl  they  found  fuch  plenty,  that  they, 
flung  oranges  at  one  another  for  diverfion :  but  what 
even  appeared  Hill  more  furprizing  was,  that  the  air 
which  had  fufficiently  pinched  them  the  fame  morning, 
was  before  night  very  hot.  They  took  up  their  quar- 
ters at  the  village  of  Pyle-Rubar,  upon  the  banks  of 
the  river  Ifparuth,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain.  The 
houfes  v/ere  indeed  very  fmail,  but  the  inconveniences 
they  fuffered  in  their  lodgings  were  in  fome  meafure 
recompenced  by  the  vaft  number  of  gardens,  vine- 
yards, and  fruit-trees,  planted  all  around  them. 

On  the  I  ith  they  continued  their  journey  five  leagues 
to  Kefiigats,  croffing  four  great  rivers.  The  city  is 
fmali;  it  is  about  half  a  league  from  the  fea,  and  fitu- 
ated  upon  a  fmili  river  in  a  fine  ulain.  From  hence 
they  had  a  full  view  of  the  mountains  of  Ghilan,  to  the 
3|?/eil -north -well,    finking  by  degrees  into  little   hills 
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towards  the  country  of  Mokan.  At  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  were  feveral  handfome  villages^  and  a  great 
number  of  trees  planted  in  a  (Irait  line  along  a  very 
large  trad  of  pailure  ground. 

On  the  isthj  they  purlued  their  journey  through  a 
champaign  country,  and  took  up  their  quarters  at  night 
in  the  village  of  Elliefdu,  feated  at  triQ  foot  of  a  very 
fertile  hill.  The  village  being  inliabited  only  by  fol- 
diers^  maintained  out  of  the  king's  demefnes  in  thofe 
parts,  the  houfes  were  very  mean^  they  being  made 
of  laths  plaiiered  v/ich  clay. 

The  ambaiTador  Brugman's  groom  would  have  gone 
into  the  firfh  houfe  he  came  to,  with  one  of  the  led 
horfes,  when  the  kifilibach,  or  fokiier  to  whom  it  be- 
longed, told  him  that  his  houfe  was  free  from  quarter- 
ing, and  that  befides  he  had  no  convenience  for  horfeSj 
and  having  a  (tick  in  his  hand,  gave  the  horfe  a  fhght 
blow  on  the  head.  Brugman,  w  ho  fav/  the  difpute, 
inflantlv  difmounted,  and  in  a  ra2;e  ruihed  into  the 
houfe,  Vv'hen  the  fokiier  not  knowing  him,  flood  upon 
the  defenfive,  and  gave  him  fuch  a  blow  on  the  arm, 
that  he  cried  out  for  help.  His  dom.eftics  immediately 
ran  to  his  alTiilance,  and  the  poor  fellow  was  fo  terribly 
beat  in  his  own  houfe,  that  he  at  lafc  with  great  difucul- 
ty  crawled  out  of  it.  Notwithftanding  this,  the  ambaf- 
fador  com.plained  to  the  mehemander,  who  anRvered 
that  he  had  no  power  over  the  kifilibachs,  whofe  fuperior 
oiHcer  was  not  there,  and  that  he  who  had  injured  him 
had  received  fuch  a  chaftifement,  that  he  doubted  whe- 
ther he  would  recover  i  however,  he  might  take  what 
farther  fatisfadion  he  thought  fit.  Prefuming  on  this 
permiirion,  Brugm>an  immediately  fent  to  plunder  the 
kifihbach's  houfe,  and  ordered  his  horfe  and  arms  to 
be  brought  away.  The  next  day  he  got  together  all 
his  retinae,  and  caufed  it  to^be  publiHied  by  found  of 
drum,  that  he  fhould  depart  immediately,  and  that  all 
v/ho  would  flay  mdght  do  it  at  their  peril. 

Not  one  of  the  company,  not  even  his  colleague, 
knew  his  defign  3  but  it  v/as  foon  difcovered,  when  be- 
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ing  mounted,  he  flopped  at  the  ambafTador  Crufius's 
lodgings,  and  there  defired  the  mehemander  to  bring 
forth  the  man  who  had  firuck  him  the  day  before  ;  but 
he  objeded,  that  he  was  fo  dangeroiifly  wounded,  that 
lie  was  unable  to  rife.  Yet  Brugman  ordered  him  to 
be  brought  in  a  coverlet,  and  notwithilanding  the  in- 
treaties  of  the  otlier  Perfians  in  his  behalf,  commanded 
an  Armenian,  who  was  interpreter  for  the  Turkifh  lan- 
guage, to  beat  him  -with  a  cudgel.  The  poor  man 
was  foon  killed,  and  then  Brugman,  turning  to  the  me- 
hem.ander  and  the  other  Perfians,  told  them,  that  if 
Shah  Sefi  did  not  revenge  the  affront  he  had  received, 
he  v/ould  foon  return  vnth  fufficient  force  to  obtain  fatis- 
fadion.  The  other  foldiers  fhev/ed,  that  they  wanted 
neither  the  will  nor  the  courage  to  cut  them  all  to  pieces, 
and  only  feemed  reftralned  by  the  prefence  of  the  me- 
hemander, who  ftaid  behind  to  pacify  them,  and  after- 
wards prevailed  on  Brugman  to  return  the  horfe,  arms, 
and  furniture,  to  the  v/ife  and  children  of  the  deceafed. 

They  proceeded  the  three  following  days  over  the 
heath  of  Mokan.  On  the  15  th  at  night,  they  came 
within  a  mile  of  the  river  Aras,  anciently  called 
Araxes,  and  on  the  20th  reached  the  city  of  Scamachie, 
v/hen  by  the  khan's  fpecial  order,  they  were  lodged 
with  the  fame  Armenians  who  had  been  their  land- 
lords at  the  time  of  their  iirft  paffage  through  that  city. 
On  the  22d  of  February,  the  khan  and  calenter  came 
in  perfon  to  invite  the  ambaifadors  and  their  retinue  to 
fupper.  The  entertainment  was  very  magnificent  j 
but  v/hat  was  moft  obliging,  Vv^as  the  offers  of  the  khan's 
fricndffiip  and  fervice;  and  during  a  ilay  of  five  weeks 
he  took  all  imaginable  opportunities  of  rendering  their 
abode  in  that  city  agreeable. 

On  the  firft  of  March,  the  Mufcovite  envoy  cele- 
brated the  birth  day  of  the  czar,  his  mailer,  by  a  great 
and  fplendid  entertainment,  as  the  khan  did  the  3d,  6th, 
and  loth,  on  account  of  the  new  year,  when  tht  am- 
baffadorG  were  fpkndidly  entertained  at  his  own  pa- 
lace. 
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On  the  14th  of  March,  Areb  Khan  received  the  gar- 
ment, according  to  the  cuftom  of  Perfia,  as  a  mark  of 
the  continuance  of  the   Sophi's  favour :  for  after  the 
governors,  have  fent  their  prefents  to  the  Sophi,  he 
fends  them  a  meifenger  to  inform  them,  of  his  favour, 
or  difpleafure  -,  who,  being  come  near  the  city  where 
the  governor  refides,  gives  him  notice  of  his  arrival,, 
when  the  khan,  not  being  fure  that  he  is  ever  likely  to 
return,  takes  leave  of  the  whole  city,  and  accompanied 
by  all  his  friends,  goes  a  league  to   meet  the  envoy  ; 
who  no  fooner  fees  him  coming,  but  he  malves  a  halt^, 
and   the  governor,  after  having  laid  afide  his  fword^ 
turban,  and  upper  garment,  alights,  and  in  a  fubmif- 
five  pofture  approaches  the   envoy,  who  delivers  him 
out   of  a  box   covered  with  rich  tapefcry,  a  letter  of 
grace  and  a  rich  garment,  or  elfe  demands  his  head^ 
which  is  cut  off  immediately,  and  put  into  the  box, 
Areb  Khan  having,    however,  received  fome  private 
afTurance  of  his  fovereign's  favour,  and  being  willing 
that  the  ambaffadors  fhould   be   prefent  at  this  folem- 
nity,  defired  their  company,   to  which  they  confented. 
He  appeared  on  horfcback  without  arms,  with  feverai 
fine  led  horfes  before  him,  and  a  guard  of  fifteen  cara- 
bineers,  beiides  a  retinue  of  above  fDur  hundred  gen- 
tlemen, and  certain  perfons    carrying  on  the  tops  of 
long  poles,  the  heads  of  fome  Turks,  and  the  Turkiili 
colours  Areb  had  taken.     Being  come  in  this  order  to 
the  Sophi's  garden  without  the   city,  and  feeing  the 
nieiTenger  (landing  at  the  entrance  with  a  box  in  his 
hand,  the  khan  on  bein^  come  within  twelve  paces  of 
him,  laid  afide  his  garment  and  turban,,  with  a  chear- 
ful  countenance  ;  but  was  a  little  ilartled  v/hen  he  heard 
t\-it  envoy  fay  nothing,  till  at  lall  breaking  filence,   he 
•':ried,  Shah  Sefi  fends  thee  a  garment  and  a  letter  of 
favour,   thou  art  certainly  beloved  by  the  Sophi,     To 
v\^hich  the  khan  brifkly  replied,  I  wifh   the   Sophi's 
v/ealth  to  increafe  for  ever,  and  that  every  day  of  his 
life  may  be  multiplied  to  a  thoufand.     I  am  one  of  his 
majcfty's  old  fervants.    Then  taking  the  garment  which 
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was  of  fea-green  fattin^  a  rocket  of  cloth  of  gold,  a 
girdle^  and  a  turban,  the  meiTenger  aiTified  him  in  put- 
ting them  on,  and  was  prefented  with  fome  tomans. 
The  ceremony  concluded  with  the  call's  or  judge's 
prayer,  which  ended,  the  khan's  fieward  cried  out 
aloud.  We  pray  for  the  Sophi's  profperity,  the  ha^py 
fuccefs  of  his  arms,  and  the  khan's  health  -,  to  v/hich 
the  people  anfwered,  Alla^  Alia,  Alia.  The  khan  then 
returned  to  the  city,  vv^ith  the  trumpets  and  tim.brels 
founding,  and  the  Turks  heads  and  colours  carried  be- 
fore him,  and  on  his  arrival,  invited  the  ambafiadors  to 
dinner  i  but  having  that  day  drank  very  freely,  he  was 
forced  to  retire  before  it  was  over,  and  the  whole  com- 
pany withdrew  foon  after. 

The  22d  being  Holy  Thurfday,  they  faw  the  Arme- 
nians perform  the  ceremony  of  wafhingthe  {ttt^  v/hich 
v/as  done  at  church,  when  the  priell  waflied  the  right 
foot  of  the  men,  and  the  left  of  the  women,  and  after- 
wards m.ade  upon  them  the  fign  of  the  crofs,  with  con- 
fecrated  butter.  This  done,  he  was  fet  in  a  chair,  and 
raifed  up  by  twelve  men,  who  kept  him  in  the  air 
with  feveral  accla,mations,  till  he  had  invited  them  to 
dinner. 

On  the  30th,  leaving  Scamachie,  they  marched  to 
Pyram.aras,  and  the  next  day  travelled  fix  leagues  over 
the  miountains  v^ithout  feeing  a  fmgle  village,  till  they 
took  up  their  quarters  at  night.  On  the  liril  of  April, 
thev  advanced  over  hills  and  throuo;h  fome  vallies,  that 
produce  great  quantities  of  millet  -,  and  tne  next  day 
leaving  the  hills,  got  into  the  plain  country,  and  came 
within  a  mile  of  the  fea.  As  they  palTed  along,  they 
faw  within  the  com.pafs  of  five  hundred  paces,  no  lefs 
than  thirty  fprings  of  naphtha,  a  kind  of  medicinal  oil, 
or  rather  a  petiolcum.  Some  of  thefe  v/erc  white  and 
others  black,  but  there  are  more  of  the  lafl  than  the 
lirft.    The  pits  were  about  fifteen  or  £\-^tttn  feet  deep. 

On  the  3d  they  travelled  only  two  leagues,  over 
three  little  rivers  to  Schabran,  v.'here  the  neighbour- 
ing mountains  are  inhsxiited  by  a  people  called  Padars, 
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who  live  upon  rapine^,  and  make  their  excurfions  in 
fmaii  troops  for  20  leagues  round,  in  order  to  rob  tra- 
vellers. The  mehemander  being  informed  that  t'aty 
had  been  at  Schabran  to  inquire  after  the  ambailadors 
ilrength,  advifed  the  retinue  to  be  upon  their  guard,  to 
keep  ciofe  together  and  in  light  of  the  baggage.  Hav- 
ing the  next  day  palled  four  leagues  through  apleafant 
hilly  country,  they  came  up  with  a  caravan  of  Mufco- 
vites  and  Circaffian  merchants,  who  looking  upon 
them  as  a  fure  defence  againil:  thefe  robbers,  feemed 
extremely  glad  of  their  company.  Soon  after  one  of 
the  gang  appeared  at  a  diiiance,  in  order  to  take  a 
view  of  them  3  but  twelve  Periians  being  lent  by  the 
mehemander  to  apprehend  him,  he  efcaped  in  the  wood, 
leaving  behind  him  a  good  ox  which  he  had  ilolen,  and 
which  was  prefented  to  the  ambafiadors.  In  the  after- 
ternoon  they  palTed  through  the  fens  within  two  leagues 
of  Niafabeth.  On  the  5th  they  travelled  eight  leagues 
through  one  continued  foreft,  and  two  days  after  reach- 
ed the  city  of  Derbent,  where  they  were  met  only  by  a 
number  of  Kifilibachs,  the  governor  not  chufmg  to 
leave  the  caftle. 

The  ciry  of  Derbent,  which  is  fituated  in  51*^  eail 
longitude,  and  in  41  ®  15'  north  latitude,  is  a  league  in 
length  and  450  paces  broad,  and  may  properly  be 
called  the  srate  of  Ferfia  on  that  fide,  becaufe  it  reaches 
exa6lly  from  the  foot  of  the  mountains  to  the  fca  fhore, 
where  the  waves  fometimes  beat  over  the  wails.  The 
modern  Perfians  affert,  that  its  caftle  and  vv^all  on  the 
fouth  fide  were  built  by  Alexander  the  Great.  Thefe 
are  near  five  feet  thick,  of  a  great  height,  and  appear 
at  a  diftance  as  if  built  with  freeilone,  though  they  are 
only  formed  of  mufcle  fhells,  and  pieces  of  freeilone 
beaten  to  powder,  and  moulded  like  brick ;  but  time 
has  cemented  this  fubitance  to  fuch  a  degree  of  hard- 
nefs  that  no  marble  is  comparable  to  it.  The  caille, 
which  is  the  ordinary  refidence  of  the  governor,  is  built 
upon  the  top  of  a  mountain,  and  lurndlied  with  a  gar- 
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rifon  of  500  men  who  keep  conflant  guard.  The 
moll  populous  quarter  of  the  city  is  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain;  but  the  lower  town^  which  was  formerly 
inhabited  by  the  Greeks^  is  mofcly  converted  into  gar- 
dens. 

The  inhabitants  of  Derbent  are  all  Mahometans,  ex- 
cept a  few  Jev^s,  who  are  faid  to  be  of  the  tribe  of 
Benjamin.  It  is  a  place  of  no  trade,  and  both  the  fol- 
dicrs  and  inhabitants  being  an  infoient  uncivilized  peo- 
ple, the  mehemander  dehred  the  ambaiTadors  to  be 
upon  their  guard.  Therefore  to  remove  all  opportu- 
nities of  quarrelling,  ixndi  orders  were  given  to  the 
retinue  not  to  give  the  leaft  offence  to  any  of  the  foldi- 
ers  or  inhabitants,  and  to  be  careful  not  to  intermed- 
dle in  their  quarrels  :  and  though  the  khan  of  Tarku, 
vvho  had  paid  the  ambaiTadors  a  viiit  in  their  firit  paf- 
fage  that  w^ay,  offered  to  condudl  them  fafely  through^ 
the  Tartars  of  Dagheftan^  yet  the  ambaifadors,  confi- 
derinp-  that  himfelf  was  a  Dao'heflan  Tartar,  fent  him 
word,  that  they  would  not  give  him  any  trouble,  and 
immediately  orc'ered  all  the  arms  to  be  examiined,  when 
they  were  found  to  confifc  of  52  mufquets  and  fuzees^ 
19  cafes  of  piilols,  two  brafs  guns,  and  four  mjurdering 
pieces. 

At  length  they  got  every  thing  in  readincfs  for  their 
departure,  and  as  their  Vv^as  no  probability  of  their  ob- 
taining bread  for  fome  time,  every  man  had  four  days 
allo^vance  delivered  to  him;  but  on  the  13th,  jufi  as- 
they  were  ready  to  let  forward,  they  were  informed 
that  th^  governor  had  caufed  the  city  gates  to  be  fliut,, 
and  he  being  afl^ed  by  the  mehemander  his  reafon  for 
fo  doing,  anfwered,  that  having  received  intelligence 
that  one  Ofmyn  a  Tartar  prince  near  Derbent,  intend- 
ed to  attack  them  in  their  way,  he  being  anfwerablc 
for  their  fafcty  to  the  Sophi,  could  not  fufPer  them  to 
depart  without  a  convoy,  which  not  being  ready,  he 
defired  they  would  defer  their  departure  till  the  next  day* 
This  they  were  fenfible  was  no  more  than  an  ty^CM^ty, 
and  though  they  were  not  defirous  of  this  convoy,  they 
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dianked  him  for  his  care,  only  de firing  leave  to  g^o  out 
of  the  city,  v/here  they  would  v/ait  fol*  the  co/ivoy, 
which  being  readily  granted,  they  pitched  their  tents 
at  about  a  mile's  diilancej  near  a  fine  vineyard  upon 
l\\t  bank  of  a  iinall  river,  that  is  the  common  boun- 
dary between  the  Perfian  dominions  and  thofe  of  the 
Dagheftan  Tartars. 

They  fcaid  t\it  next  morning  till  the  fun  had  rifen 
three  hours,  for  the  convoy  promifed  them  by  the  go- 
vernor; but  none  appearing,  they  proceeded  on  their 
journey.  Their  three  lieutenants,  with  the  foldiers 
under  their  command,  marched  in  the  van  :  after  them 
came  a  field  piece,  and  the  four  murdering  pieces  ^  then 
the  bao-2:a,Q;e,  and  the  ambaiTador  Crufms  \  and  thefe 
were  foilovv^ed  hj  another  field-piece,  by  the  ambaiTa- 
dor Brugman  and  the  reft  of  the  retinue.  In  this  order 
they  entered  the  country  of  Dagheftan, 

The  Dagheftan  Tartars  dwell  among  the  mountains 
and  in  the  plains  at  their  foot,  which  in  fome  places  are 
20  or  30  leagues  diftant  from  the  Cafpian  fea,  and  thefe 
plains  extend  along  the  coaft  to  the  north  as  far  as  Ter- 
ki,  comprehending  a  tra(5l  of  40  leagues.  The  com- 
plexion of  thefe  Tartars  is  a  dark  yellow  inclining  to 
black.  They  have  very  difagreeable  faces,  but  have 
ftrong  limbs,  and  their  black  hair  fa!]s  round  their  moul- 
ders. Their  o-arments  are  a  stcv  or  black  ciofe  coat, 
ofcoarfe  cloth,  over  v/hich  they  wear  a  cloak  of  the 
fame  ftulF,  and  lb metimes  of  fheep-ikin.  They  have 
fquare  caps  patched  together  with  cloth  of  feveral  co- 
i  lours,  and  their  flioes  are  of  ihecD-ikins  or  horfe's  hide, 
I  and  are  made  of  one  piece  fewed  together  at  the  inftep 
or  at  the  fides  :  and  x}ci^Y  are  armed  with  fcymeters, 
I  bows,  arrows,  and  javelins.  They  live  chiefly  upon 
their  cattle,  and  the  management  of  v/hicli  entirely  de- 
pends upon  the  women,  the  men's  profeirion  being  to 
rob  and  fteah.  they  even  attack  all  they  meet,  without 
being  afraid  either  of  the  Perfians  or  Mofcovites,  on 
account  of  their  retreatino-  places  amono-  the  m.ountains ; 
10  tnat  the  caravans,  ii:  not  iirong  enough  to  encounter 
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them,  muP:  proceed  by  fea.  They  are  not  governed 
by  one  lingle  perfon,  but  each  city  with  its  territories 
has  its  peculiar  lord  ,  who  is  not  abfolute,  but  ihares 
the  government  with  the  other  lords.  Fie  is  called  the 
Schemkal,  and  upon  his  death  the  murfas  or  lords  of 
the  country  meet,  and  being  fat  down  in  a  circle,  the 
prieil  of  the  place  throv/s  a  golden  apple  into  it,  and 
he  who  is  tirft  touched  by  it,  is  the  Schemkal. 

Having   travelled  five  leagues  through  feveral  vil- 
lages and   fertile  fields,  they  fortified  themfeives  widi 
their  baggage,  and  placed  fentinels  to  prevent  being 
furpriled.      The  next  day  they  travelled    fix  leagues 
through  a  hilly  country  y  entered  the  lordfhip  of  Boinac, 
and   iixed   their  quarters  near  a  village  of  the    fame 
name,  on  the  afcent  of  a  hill,  which  being  inacceiTible 
to  tlie  fea  fide,  they  took  care  to  guard  their  quarters 
vvdth  their  baggage,  placed  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent. 
The  lord  of  this  country  is  not  very  pow^erful,  but  ex- 
tremely wealthy  in  cattle.     Here  the  arribailador  Brug-   ' 
man  being  vexed  at  the  inhabitants  fta^nding  to  flare  at 
them,  would  have  had  fome  firelocks  without  ball  dif- 
charged  to  make  them  keep  off,  and  was  highly  incen- 
ii:d  at  the  men  who  had  the  prudence  net  to  execute 
his  command.     Thefe  barbarians,  v/ho  did  not  want 
courage,  wxre  highly  offended  at  the  m^arks  he  fliewed 
of  cliilike,  and  told  the  people  in  plain  terms,  that  they, 
and  not  the  am^baffadors  v;ere  mailers  of  the  country; 
that  they  were  in  no  great  fear  either  of  the  fophi  of 
Perfia,  or  the  czar  of  Mufcovy,   and  that  they  could 
fdi^ily  make  thefe  ftrangers   repent  their  haughtinefs. 
They  even  refufed  to  allow  them  to  fetch  water,  with- 
out paying  for  it,  but  finding  that  the  well  was  within 
reach  of  the  cannon,  they  did  not  think  fit  to  difpute 
that  point  any  longer  v/ith  them.     The  Schemkal  alfo 
fent  them  word  the  fame  night,  that  they  fhould  not 
fcir  thence  till  he  had  vifited  their  baggage  ;  but  the 
ambaffadors  anfwering,  that  they  were  not  merchants 
but  am.baffadors,  and  as  fuch  Vv'ould  maintain  their  pre- 
rogative, they  heard  no  miore  of  him^ 
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On  the  1 6th  they  itt  out  early  in  the  morning,  and 
faw  feveral  fmail  troops  of  Tartars,  fometimcs  before 
and  fometimes  behind  them  ;  but  after  a  journey  of  fe- 
ven  leagues,  they  pitched  their  tents  near  the  city  of 
Tarku  within  a  leaj^ue  of  the  fea.  The  khan  bfeino- 
fick,  he  fent  his  brother  and  three  other  perfons  of  dif- 
tinftion  to  compliment  them  on  their  arrival i  in  return 
for  which  they  fent  him  their  phyfician,  who  fucceeded 
fo  v/eli  in  the  cure,  that  the  khan  returned  him  his 
thanks  for  this  favour. 

Tarku,  the  mietropolis  of  all  Dagheilan,  is  inclofed 
within  the  mountains  by  ileep  rocks,  which  are  fo  co- 
vered with  fnells  of  the  fjze  of  a  wainiit,  that  they  feem 
at  a  diflance  to  confiil  of  nothing  elie ;  and  though  the 
rock  is  as  hard  as  flint,  yet  it  affords  very  good  paf- 
ture  on  its  top,  and  many  fine  fprings  that  furniih  the 
city  with  freili  water.  Tarku  is  without  v/alls,  and 
contains  about  1000  houfes  built  after  the  Perfian  man- 
ner, but  not  fo  well.  The  men  are  here  very  favage 
and  barbarous,  but  their  m.arried  women  and  maids 
are  pretty  well  civilized,  and  do  not  live  under  the 
fame  reflraint  as  thofe  of  Perfia. 

•  Though  the  khan,  whofe  nam_e  was  Surchou,  had 
almofb  complimented  them  into  a  good  opinion  of  his 
fincerity,  they  were  foon  convinced  that  they  were  ne- 
ver in  greater  danger.  They  vv^ould  fain  have  perfuaded 
their  mehemander  to  have  proceeded  with  them  to 
Terki ;  but  he  excufed  himfelf,  by  ailed crino-  that  he 
had  exprefs  orders  to  conduft  them  only  to  Tarku,  and 
while  they  were  in  treaty  v/ith  the  camel  drivers  to 
carry  their  baggage  thither,  he,  without  their  knov/- 
ledge,  returned  back  in  the  night,  and  took  them  with 
him.  The  furprife  of  this  fudden  departure  was  not  a 
little  encreafed  by  v^hat  they  were  told  by  two  Mofco- 
vite  womxcn,  who  had  m^arried  Tartars,  and  v/ho  in- 
formed them  that  thofe  of  Ofm.yn  Boinack,  had  fent 
word  to  Surchou  Khan,  that  the  amJiaffadors  had  paff- 
ed  their  country,  i.nd  that  inllead  of  paying  the  duties 
for  their  merchandize  and  bas;2ao:e,  they  had  the  info- 


326     TRAVELS  of  the  HOLSTEIN  AMBASSADORS 

lence  to  threaten  them,  and  therefore  they  were  refolv- 
ed  to  be  revenged,  by  killing  all  the  old  men,  and 
making  the  reft  (laves.  Upon  hearing  this  news,  and 
obferving  that  not  the  leaft  care  was  taken  for  their  de- 
parture, and  alfo,  that  meifengers  were  conftantly  paf- 
ling  between  theie  Tartarian  chiefs ;  the  ambafiadors 
fummoned  a  council,  confifting  of  all  the  principal 
perfons  of  the  retinue,  to  confult  what  was  beft  to  be 
done  in  this  extremity.  At  this  jun6lure~fome  could 
not  forbear  refleding  on  the  ambaflador  Brugman's 
condud,  in  exafperating  the  people ;  but  as  this  af- 
forded them  no  relief,  it  was  refolved,  as  there  was  no 
hopes  of  efcape,  to  fell  their  lives  as  dear  as  pofilble, 
rather  than  fall  into  the  hands  of  thefe  barbarians.  In- 
deed, they  afterv/ards  found  that  thefe  chiefs  were  ac- 
tually concerting  meafures  to  attack  them,  which  they 
would  have  done,  had  not  the  Schemkal,  thinking  they 
had  vail  treafure  along  with  them,  flattered  himfelf 
with  the  hopes  of  getting  the  whole  booty  himifelf ;  for 
this  purpofe  he  fent  to  let  them  know,  that  he  would 
have  them  take  their  way  over  the  bridge  of  boatS' 
above  the  city,  where  he  refided,  and  that  if  they  chofe 
any  other  way,  he  mufb  look  upon  them  as  enemies. 
The  meffenger  had  no  fooner  concluded,  but  he  was 
going  away  without  expe6ling  an  anfwcr,  when  the 
Mufcovite  envoy  boldly  feizing  him  by  the  arm,  cried,' 
"  Friend,  Tell  the  Schemkal,  it  is  not  his  bufinefsto 
^^  dire6t  the  vv^ay  we  are  to  take,  which  we  fhall  chufe 
^'  at  our  own  pleafure.  Perhaps  it  may  not  be  difficult. 
*'  for  him  to  cut  oft  a  handful  of  men;  but  let  him 
"  know,  that  the  czar,  my  mailer,  whole  honour  lies 
*'  at  flake,  v/ill  take  a  moft  dreadful  revenge." 
.  This  bold  anfwer  made  the  Tartars  change  their  rctV 
folutions  i  even  four  of  their  princes  now  paid  the  am- 
baffadors  a  vifit,  in  their  tent,  and  ftaid  dinner  v/ith 
them,  and  ^hefe  v/ere  followed  by  prince  Ofmyn's  bro- 
ther, and  the  daruga  of  Tarku,  who  frankly  told  them, 
that  they  ought  not  to  rely  upon  the  khan's  promifes, 
till  they  had  made  him  their  friend  by  giving  him  a  pre* 
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fent.  They  accordingly  fent  him  a  pair  of  gold  brace- 
lets, a  piftol,  a  fufee,  a  barrel  of  powder,  two  pieces 
of  Perfian  fattin,  and  fome  fpices,  which  put  him  in 
fo  good  a  humour,  that  he  not  only  promifed  the  am- 
bafiadors  to  let  them  have  for  their  money,  whatever 
they  wanted  -,  but  invited  them  and  four  of  their  re- 
tinue to  dinner,  and  entertained  them  with  eight  diHies 
of  mutton,  curds,  whitings  and  rice.  Their  drink 
was  water  in  glaires,  and  aftervv^ards  brandv  in  (ilvcr 
cups.  After  dinner,  the  khan  by  his  own  defire,  was 
entertained  three  hours  with  their  mufic,  after  which 
meat  was  brought  in  again,  and  one  of  the  carvers 
having  minced  it,  ferved  it  up  by  handfuls  while  they 
were  obHged  to  fnew  no  figns  of  difgufl.  They  were 
alfo  invited  to  feveral  other  entertainments. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  the  waggons  for  their  baggage 
being  got  ready  and  loaded,  Surchou  Khan  fent  to  let 
them  know,  that  he  had  received  intelligence  that  the 
Schemkal  Sultan  Mahmud  lay  in  ambufli  to  intercept 
their  paiTage,  and  that  therefore  he  could  not  permit 
them  to  depart.  The  fame  evening  twenty  Tartarian 
horfemen  well  armed,  pitched  their  tents  near  them,  and 
being  aiked  what  brought  them  thither,  replied,  they 
had  been  fent  by  prince  Ofmyn  to  the  Schemkal,  to  in- 
form him,  that  the  ambaffadors  being  friends  to  the 
Sophi  of  Perfia  and  the  Czar  of  Muicovy,  he  had  let 
them  pafs  unmolefced,  without  paying  any  duties,  and 
defired  him  to  do  fo  too,  vdiich  the  Schemkal  had  pro- 
mifed. Thefe  Tartars  departed  early  the  next  morning, 
and  foon  after,  two  meffengers  came  from  the  Schem- 
kal, to  know  the  reafon  why  the  ambaiTadors  did  not 
proceed  on  their  journey,  and  to  promifc  them  all  ima- 
ginable affiilance,  provided  they  took  the  way  he  had 
direded.  Thefe  were  no  fooner  gone,  than  Surchou 
Khan  came  in  perfon,  to  pay  the  ambaiTadors  a  vifit, 
and  let  them  knov/,  that  every  thing  was  ready  for 
their  journey  3  but  that  knowing  the  Schemkal  better 
than  they  did,  he  would  advife  them  to  fliay  eight  days 
longer,  in  which  time  he  hoped  to  fee  the  Perlian  am- 
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baiTador  there,  and  he  v/ould  then  provide  a  fufficient 
convoy.  Thefe  infinuations  threv^  them  into  a  greater 
perplexity  than  ever,  not  knowing  whom  they  had  to 
truit.  In  this  extremity,  they  had  recourfe  to  the  go- 
vernor of  Terivi,  whom  they  defired  to  fend  them  a 
convoy  of  Streliters  ;  but  this  he  abfoluteiy  refufed. 
In  the  mean  while,  fome  Armenian  merchants,  who 
had  fcaid  in  hopes  of  going  in  their  company,  fuddenly 
retired  into  the  city,  upon  a  rumour  that  two  hundred 
Tartars  intended  to  attack  the  ambaffadors.  To  add 
to  their  affiidlion,  the  continual  rains  had  penetrated 
through  their  tents  and  cloaks,  and  prevented  their 
making  any  fires :  and  they  durft  not  venture  them- 
fcives  into  the  Tartarian  huts,  for  fear  of  being  feized 
and  made  flaves.  Thefe,  and  other  circumfcances, 
rendered  their  condition  extremely  deplorable,  not 
knowing  what  refolution  they  had  to  take.  At  length, 
they  {tnt  a  meifenger  to  the  S chemical  to  defire  a  paf- 
fage,  who  returned  the  next  day  with  four  Tartars,  and 
brought  them  v/ord,  that  the  Schemkal  was  much  fur- 
prifed  at  the  character  Surchou  Khan  had  unjuilly  given 
of  him  :  that  he  offered  them  all  his  interefb  and  fer- 
vice  to  forward  them  in  their  journey,  and  as  a  proof 
of  his  iincerity,  would  fend  them  three  of  the  principal 
men  in  his  dominions,  as  hoftages  for  their  pauing 
^?iit\y  through  his  territories.  Upon  thefe  ailurances 
they  left  Tarku  on  the  12th  of  May,  and  travelled  two 
leagues  through  a  plain,  but  barren  country,  to  a  rivu- 
let that  part  the  territories  of  the  prince  of  Tarku, 
and  Schemkal  Sultan  Mahmiud,  v/here  they  were  forced 
to  be  contented  v/ith  bread  mmddy  v/ater  for  their 
fupper. 

On  the  24th,  they  proceeded  to  the  river  Koifu, 
w^hich  is  deep  and  rapid ;  near  it  the  town  of  Andre 
is  fituated  upon  the  fxcle  of  a  hill,  and  is  the  ordinary  re- 
iidence  of  tlie  Schemkal.  Over  t\\t  river  they  and  all 
their  baggage,  carried  in  feventy  waggons,  were  con- 
veyed by  the  Tartars  in  boats,  tv/o  of  which  were 
joined  together,  and  a  hurdle  laid  over  them,  the  ex- 
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pence  of  the  whole  being  forty  crowns.  Soon  after, 
the  Sch^DTikal  with  his  brother^  and  a  train  of  fifty 
perfons  on  horieback>  came  to  pay  them  a  vifit :  he 
was  about  thirty-fix  years  of  age,  very  robufc,  and  of 
an  aojreeable  countenance.  Fie  had  a  .q-arment  of  m^een 
fattin,  over  which  he  wore  a  cloak  of  coarfe  cloth. 
His  arms,  as  well  as  thofe  of  his  company,  were  a  fcy- 
meter,  bow  and  arrows.  He  brous-ht  alono;  with  him 
fome  ilieep  and  lambs,  and  a  large  cauldron  full  of 
tturgeon,  boiled  in  fait  and  w^ter,  with  fr-eili  butter  and 
forrel  for  fauce  ,  a  diih,  which  in  their  prefent  circum^ 
fiances,  feemed  more  agreeable  than  all  the  delicacies 
of  Perfia.  They  entertained  him  with  their  mufic,  the 
difcharge  of  their  artillery,  and  with  drinking  brandy 
for  two  hours,  when  being  got  half  drunk,  he  retired, 
but  returned  foon  after,  and  the  ambalTadors  prefented 
him  with  a  pair  of  gold  bracelets,  a  filver  cup,  a  fear- 
let  cloak  lined  with  fur,  a  cafe  of  piftols,  a  fword,  a 
barrel  of  powder,  fome  Periian  filk  fluffs,  and  fome 
goats-fkin  dreffed  into  leather.  He  was  (0  pleafed  with 
the  cloak,  that  he  put  it  on  upon  the  fpot,  and  prefented 
his  own  to  the  ambalTador  Brugman,  who  had  the 
complaifance  to  flatter  him  by  faying,  that  at  fo  great 
a  diftance,  they  had  but  an  irnperfedc  idea  of  tliefe 
parts,  and  therefore  had  not  provided  themfelves  with 
prefents  fuitabie  to  his  greatnefs^  but  that  having  now 
eflablifhed  a  fixe  commerce  with  Perfia,  they  would 
make  ample  amends  for  it  the  next  time  they  came  that 
way,  wTiCn  they  would  bring  full  inilrudlions  to  enter 
into  a  perpetual  league  with  him,  whicii  he  did  not 
doubt  would  turn  to  their  mutual  advantage.  This 
flattery  had  fuch  an  effe(5b,  that  the  Schemkal  got 
horfes  and  carriages  for  them,  at  a  very  reafonable 
rate,  and  even  condudlied  them  witli  fifty  lioric*,  through 
a  thick  wood,  and  afterwards  took  his  leave  in  a  very 
obliofinff  manner. 

On  the    1 3th,  they  entered  Circailia,  which  though 
moilly  inhabited  by  Pagans  and  Mahometan  Tartars;, 
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yet  it  was  no  fmall  fatisfa6Liorj  to  the  ambafTadors  and 
their  retinue,  to  find  themfelves  in  a  country  under  the 
jurifdi6lion  of  a  Chriftian  prince.  However,  provi- 
fions,  and  particularly  meat,  were  here  io  fcarce,  that 
they  could  hardly  obtain  it  for  their  money,  fo  that 
they  paid  above  thirty  ihiiiings  for  a  Iheep.  The  next 
day,  they  pitched  their  tents  in  a  plain  country  full  of 
reeds,  near  a  well,  the  w^ater  of  which  was  fo  muddy 
and  {linking,  that  the  beads  would  not  touch  it,  and 
they  here  found  the  ground  full  of  holes  made  by  fer- 
pents.  The  following  day  they  continued  their  journey 
over  a  barren  foil,  four  leagues  to  the  city  of  Terki, 
feeing  in  the  v/ay  many  ferpents  of  the  thicknefs  of  a 
man's  arm,  and  fix  feet  in  length,  fporting  in  the  fun^ 
and  near  Terki  a  peculiar  kind  of  field-mice,  called  by 
the  Arabians,  Jerhuah.  They  arc  nearly  as  big  as  a 
fquirrel,  and  not  unlike  it  in  fhape,  except  their  being 
of  a  darker  colour,  and  having  heads  like  rats  -,  they 
have  long  ears,  and  the  fore-feet  are  fhorter  than  thofe 
behind,  which  renders  them  unfit  for  running,  but 
they  will  leap  five  or  fix  feet  high  from  the  ground, 
with  their  tails  laid  over  their  back,  which,  like  thofc 
of  other  mice,  are  long,  and  without  hair.  There  are 
vail  numbers  of  them  in  Arabia  and  about  Babylon, 
where  they  are  frequently  eaten  by  the  inhabitants.  If 
they  get  into  the  houfes,  it  is  faid,  they  will  carry  all 
the  money  they  meet  with  into  their  nei'cs. 

About  a  mile  from  Terki,  they  were  met  by  the  bro- 
ther of  prince  Mufl'al,  Vv^ith  a  colonel  fent  by  the  Muf- 
covite  waywode,  to  compliment  them  on  their  happy 
arrival,  and  while  lodgings  v/ere  preparing  for  them  ia 
the  city,  they  wxre  entertained  wdth  a  collation  of  gin- 
gerbread, mead,  and  brandy.  The  following  day,  the 
aiTibafiadors  wxre  treated  with  four  diflies  out  of  the 
waywode's  kitchen.  They  fent  their  compliir.ents  to 
the  princefs  Bika,  prince  Muffal's  mother,  and  a  few  I 
days  after  paid  her  a  vifit  in  perfon,  dined  with  her, 
and  entertained  her  v;ith  their  mufic. 
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On  the  2ift  of  May,  they  began  to  prepare  for  their 
departure,  and  bargained  with  the  waggoners  of  Terki, 
at  a  crovv'n  for  every  waggon  and  two  horfcs,  to  carry 
them  over  the  defarr,  which  w?.s  fcventy  leagues,  to 
Afirachan  j  and  as  they  w^ere  now  joined  by  many  Fer- 
fian,  Turkifh,  Greek,  and  Mufcovite  merchants,  they 
had  above  two  hundred  waggons,  each  of  which  carried 
three  or  four  perfons  -,  but  their  allowance  for  fo  long  a 
journey  v/as  very  fiender  ;  for  it  only  confiiled  of  fome 
hard  bifcuit,  a  loaf  of  mouldy  brown  bread,  and  half 
a  dried  (linking  falmon,  for  each  man  in  the  retinue. 
They  did  not  even  provide  drink,  becaufe  the  ambaf- 
fador  Brugman  would  not  be  at  the  expence  of  hiring 
a  waggon  to  carry  it,  and  though  they  v/ere  not  then 
very  felicitous  about  it,  they  had  foon  fufficient  reafon 
to  repent  of  this  ill  condudl.  For  in  that  dreadful 
defart  they  travelled  eleven  days,  without  feeing  fo 
much  as  a  city  or  village,  or  even  a  hill,  tree,  or  bird, 
or  any  river,  but  the  Kililar,  and  one  fmail  brook  of 
frefli  v/ater ;  the  whole  being  a  vail  fandy  plain,  which 
here  and  there  produced  a  little  grafs,  and  fome  Hand- 
ing pools  of  fait  and  {linking  water.  They  were, 
therefore,  greatly  afilidted  with  heat,  thiril,  gnats, 
wafps,  and  other  infects.  Hov/ever,  at  length,  they 
took  up  their  quarters  upon  the  banks  of  the  Volga, 
oppofite  to  Afcrachan,  where  m.any  of  the  people 
prompted  by  thiril,  ran  up  to  their  knees  in  the  water 
to  drink.  Immediately  fome  of  their  friends  came 
from  Afcrachan  to  bid  them  welcome,  and  freili  pro- 
vifions  being  brought  them  at  the  fame  time,  they 
(iciiJ  all  the  day  near  t\\t  river,  to  give  leifure  to  the 
2;overnor  to  provide  them  lodsiinffs. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  they  paiTed  the  river,  and 
had  tiieir  quarters  appointed  them  in  a  large  ftorehoufe 
without  the  city,  near  the  river  fide^,  v/here  they  found 
a  great  quantity  of  provifions  lent  thither  by  the  duke 
of  Holilein's  fadlor  at  Mofcow  j  but  the  ambafiador 
Brugman  havhig  ordered  all  the  baggage  to  be  fhut  up 
in  one  room,  fome  of  the  retinue  were  fo  exafperated^ 
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that  they  forced  open  the    doorsj  and  took  away  their 
chefis  in  fpite  of  the  fentinel  that  flood  guard. 

The  ambaffadors  during  their  refidence  in  this  city, 
fent  part  ^of  their  retinue  with  fome  horfes  to  Mofcow 
by  landj  and  then  brought  two  boats  60  feet  long  and 
15  broad,  and  hired  thirty  watermen  to  row  them  to 
Cafan.  A  few  days  before  their  departurCj  fom.e  Muf- 
covite  flrelitzers  brought  the  ambafiadors  two  girls, 
one  often,  and  the  other  of  feven  years  of  age,  in  or- 
der to  fell  them.  The  iirft  was  a  daughter  of  a  Tar- 
tar of  Trecos,  and  had  been  made  a  prifoner  by  the 
ColTacks  at  the  taking  of  Azoph,  and  the  latter  had  been 
ftolen  not  far  from  Aftrachan,  and  being  very  young, 
they  had  put  her  naked  in  a  bag.  The  ambaiTador 
Brugman  purchafed  them  both,  one  for  twenty-five, 
and  the  other  for  fixteen  crowns,  and  after  his  return 
into  Holflein  prefented  them  to  the  dutchefs,  who  had 
them  inflru6led  and  baptized. 

On  the  7th  of  September,  the  ambaffadors  divided 
their  retinue,  and  each  of  them  embarking  in  his  own 
boat  upon  the  Volga,  failed  for  Cafan,  where  they 
ftaid  five  weeks,  till  the  ice  was  ready  to  bear.  On 
the  13th,  they  proceeded  on  their  journey  in  fixty 
fledges,  and  on  the  2d  of  January  made  their  public 
^ntry  into  Mofcow,  each  of  the  ambaffadors  riding  in 
a  rich  fledge  lined  with  crimfon  velvet,  and  adorned 
w^ith  Perfian  carpets.  The  chief  of  their  retinue  be- 
ing m.ounted  on  twelve  white  horfes  of  the  czar's 
f  rabies 

On  the  1 8th  the  ambaffadors  had  their  firfl  private 
audience,  and  having  a  few  days  after  obtained  their 
audience  of  leave  from  the  czar,  proceeded  towards 
Germany,  and  arrived  at  Gottorp  on  the  firfl  of  Au- 
guil,  wh  eh  put  a  period  to  their  travels. 


THE 

TRAVEL 

O    F 

Mr,   Jonas  Hanway,    Merchant, 

THROUGH 

R  U  S  S  I  A    I  N  T  O     P  E  R  S  I  A; 

AND    BACK    THROUGH 

RUSSIA,  GERMANY,  and  HOLLAND. 


Containing  a  defcription  of  thofe  kingdoms  and  the  manners  and 
cuftoms,  &c.  of  the  inhabitants,  with  an  account  of  the  moft  in_ 
terefting  events  that  took  place  on  his  journey. 


VJLR.  Eiton,  an  Englifh  gentleman,  bred  to  the 
lea,  having  agreed  with  the  court  of  Periia,  about  fet- 
tling a  trade  through  Ruffia  into  that  empire,  and  af- 
terv/ards  entering  into  the  fervice  of  Nadir  Shah,  for 
whom  he  was  to  build  fhips  in  the  European  manner ; 
the  Englifh  fadors  belonging  to  the  Ruffia  company, 
grev/  uneafy  at  the  apprehenfions  of  the  offence  that 
miorht  be  taken  by  the  Ruffian  court.  About  this  time 
Mr.  Hanway,  a  gentleman  equally  diftinguifhed  by  his 
piety,  humanity,  and  good  fenfe,  being  well  acquaint- 
,  ed  with  the  nature  of  that  trade,  accepted  of  the  offer 
of  becoming  partner  with  a  fador  at  Peteriburgh,  and 
being  defirous  of  feeing  Ferfia,  a  country  fo  famous  fcr 
^  great  and  memorable  events,  both  in  ancient  and  m.o- 
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dern  hiilory,  refolved  to  endeavour  to  complete  the 
eiLablilliment  of  a  trade,  which  was  the  objed:  of  the 
fanguine  hopes  of  the  moft  confiderable  of  our  mer- 
chants. This  may  ferve  as  an  introduction  to  his  tra- 
vels, which  we  fhail  give  in  as  concife  a  manner  as 
poffible. 

In  April,  1743?  this  gentleman  embarked  in  the 
river  Thames  on  board  an  Engiiih  ihip  bound  for  Riga, 
and  in  May  entered  the  Sound.  This  ftreight  is  about 
two  Engliili  miles  broad,  and  the  caftle  of  Kronen- 
burg,  on  the  Daniih  fide,  guards  the  entrance,  while 
Elfinburg,  is  on  the  oppofite  fide  on  the  Swedifli  con- 
tinent. The  duty  paid  to  the  Banes  on  entering  the 
Sound,  has  varied  at  different  periods  of  time.  The 
caille  of  Kronenburg,  which  is  mounted  with  large 
cannon,  projedbs  into  the  water,  and  is  fo  far  detached 
from  the  town  of  Elfineur,  as  to  enjoy  an  open  and 
delightful  profpe6l,  and  by  its  buildings,  extent,  and 
verdure  within  the  v/alls,  is  rendered  an  agreeable  place. 
EJfineur  is  a  neat  little  town  about  twenty  miles  from 
Copenhagen  ^  it  is  watered  by  a  fpring  in  the  eafl  part 
of  it,  and  the  ftreets  being  in  fome  places  lined  with 
trees,  have  an  agreeable  effedl.  Here  the  conluls  of 
England,  France,  Holland  and  Sweden  refide ;  and 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Svv^des  makes  the  Danifh 
garrifon  {lri6l  in  the  examiination  of  all  who  come  into 
the  tov/n.  From  Elfineur  he  failed  by  Copenhagen, 
where  the  royal  palace  forms  a  magnificent  profpect 
from  the  fea.  He  focn  after  defcribed  the  coail  cf 
Courland,  which  had  a  fandy  and  inhofpitable  appear- 
ance i  and  near  the  end  of  May  arrived  in  the  bay  of 
Riga.  The  Baltic,  vv'hich  on  his  entrance  into  it,  was 
extreiTiely  cold,  and  in  the  middle  of  May  is  frequent- 
ly covered  v/ith  ice,  was  now  remarkably  pleafant,  and 
it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  how  much  the  fcene  was 
changed  for  the  better. 

Mr.  Hanway,  on  his  landing,  was  carried  as  a  pn- 
foner  to  the  caille  of  Dwenamund,  where  he  v/as  kept     p 
above  an  hour,  in  the  company  of  comimon  foidiers  and 
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under-fecretaries ;  though  he  had  letters  of  recommen- 
dation from  the  Ruffian  miniiler  at  the  court  of  Lon- 
don^  to  the  great  chancellor  of  Ruffia  -,  but  they  made 
great  difficulties  on  the  want  of  a  paflportj  which  it  is 
not  ufual  to  bring  from  England  -,  but  the  mailer  of  the 
ffiip  had  no  fooner  prefented  the  ordinary  compliment^ 
than  they  were  received  by  the  officer  on  duty^  as  the 
friends  of  the  fovereign^  and  from  thence  went  by  land 
about  half  a  day's  journey  to  Riga^  where  our  author 
arrived  on  the  20th  of  May,  and  then  found  the  v/ea- 
ther  as  hot  as  ever  he  had  felt  it,  though  he  had  lived 
many  years  in  Portugal :  for  the  fun  leaving  the  hori- 
zon only  three  or  four  hours,  and  its  refle6lion  continu- 
ing a  great  part  of  that  time,  neither  the  earth  nor  the 
air  has  time  to  become  temperate. 

Mr.  Hanway  was  received  at  Riga  with  the  greateft 
kindnefs  by  the  Britiih  fadors  -,  but  though  he  pro- 
duced the  moll  indifputable  credentials,  he  was  oblig- 
ed to  wait  in  that  city  feventeen  days  as  a  ftate-pri- 
foner  -,  for  there  being  then  a  war  between  Ruffia  and 
Sweden,  the  governor  had  received  orders,  that  no 
perfon  ffiould  proceed  from  thence  without  exprefs 
leave  from  the  court  then  refiding  at  Peteriburgh.  This 
time  he  fpent  as  agreeably  as  a  garrifon  and  its  confines 
would  permit ;  but  v/as  not  a  little  incommoded  by 
the  extreme  heat  of  the  weather.  He  was  there  affiired 
by  people  of  undoubted  veracity,  that  after  the  melt- 
ing of  the  fnow,  the  earth  being  impregnated  with  the 
nitre  it  contains,  fometimes  brings  to  maturity,  in  fix 
weeks,  the  rye  that  has  lain  in  the  ground  during  the 
winter  -,  and  that  wheat  has  been  fown  and  reaped  with- 
in that  time. 

The  city  of  Riga  was  built  about  the  year  11 90, 
when  this  country  lirfl  received  the  Chriflian  religion. 
It  is  the  metropolis  of  Livonia,  and  is  fituated  in  57"^ 
north  latitude,  on  the  north-eail  fide  of  the  Dwcna, 
which  runs  into  the  gulph  of  Riga.  It  was  taken  from 
the  Swedes  by  Peter  the  Great  in  17 13;  but  the  ma- 
giitracy  preferve  the  civil  power,  and  their  ancient  im- 
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munities  -,  while  the  burghers  have  the  fole  right  of  buy- 
ing of  the  PoHfli  and  Ruffian  merchants;  confequentiy 
the  Englifh  factors,  and  other  foreigners,  can  only 
buv  of  the  burghers.  There  is  a  provincial  court  for 
the  affairs  of  the  province,  confidered  as  diftincSl  from 
xht  city,  and  befides,  the  corporation  of  burghers, 
which  has  folely  the  management  of  the  city  affairs, 
the  crown  has  a  court  under  the  Ruffian  laws,  v/hich 
takes  cognizance  of  the  afTeffinents  for  quartering  of 
foldiers,  and  other  affairs  relating  to  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  Dwena  is  generally  frozen  about  the  end  of  No- 
vember, and  open  again  near  the  middle  of  March  -, 
fo  that  it  has  the  advantage  of  Peteriburgh,  where  the 
Neva  is  clofed  about  fix  weeks  longer.  When  the  ice 
breaks  up,  it  frequently  comes  dov/n  in  fuch  large 
pieces,  as  to  remove  points  of  land,  and  form  banks, 
that  fometimes  remain  for  feveral  years.  On  this  ac- 
count no  (landing  bridge  can  be  built  over  the  river; 
and  there  is  only  one  of  rafts  and  boards  durino-  the 
fummer  {td.^on.  -,  fo  that  the  people  walk  even  with  the 
furface  of  the  water. 

The  chief  commodities  here  are  mafts,  timber,  flax 
and  hemp,  great  part  of  which  is  brought  from  the 
Polifli  Ukraine.  Near  five  hundred  ihips  have  been 
annually  loaded  at  Riga,  of  which  three  hundred  were 
from  the  United  Provinces  :  but  the  number  of  Dutch 
fhips  at  this  port  have  lately  decreafed. 

The  houfes  are  built  with  fceep  roofs,  for  the  better 
carrying  off  the  water,  which  is  very  penetrating-  on 
the  melting  of  the  fnow :  wherein  they  have  the  advan- 
tage of  the  Ruffians,  v/ho  have  ftili  greater  occafion 
to  provide  againft  the  like  inconvenience.  The  cel- 
lars are  ufed  as  warehoufes  for  fiax  and  other  goods ; 
and  the  entrance  or  hru  apartm^ent  in  moll  houfes  is  the 
coach-houfe,  through  which  you  inuit  pafs  to  the 
parlour  and  dining-room.  The  houfes  are  feldom 
above  two  (lories  high,  and  tjie  flreets  are  narrow.  The 
language  of  the   people   of  Riga  is  German;  but  the 
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peafants  in  its  neighbourhood,  and  other  parts  of  Li- 
vonia, Ipeak  High  Dutch,  a  dialect  entirely  differen  ; 
from  the  German. 

Mr.  Hanway  having  at  length  procured  a  palTport^ 
he  provided  himfeif  with  a  fleeping  waggon,  which 
is  made  of  leather,  refembiing  a  cradle,  and  hung  up- 
on braces,  and  in  this  m.anner  rode  pofb  to  Peterfburgh 
in  this  journey  he  found  the  horfes  bad,  but  the  ftages 
were  fhort,  and  the  inns  clean. 

Having  paifed  through  feveral  inconfiderable  places, 
he  arrived  at  Dorpt,  which  is  about  two  hundred  and 
thirty  werfirs  from  Riga,  and  fbands  in  a  plain,  watered 
by  the  river  Embeck,  which  runs  into  the  lake  Peipus. 
The  country  on  the  fide  tov/ards  Riga,  prefents  a  mofc 
delightful  profped  ;  and  the  trade  of  the  towns  confiils 
mofdy  in  corn  and  flax.  Dorpt  refembles  a  fuperb 
heap  of  ruins,  among  which  are  the  remains  of  a  caftle 
which  Peter  the  Great  took  from  the  Swedes  in  17 04, 
and  upon  this  occafion  great  part  of  the  tov/n  was  de- 
llroyed  by  fire.  From  hence  the  country  is  cleared  of 
wood,  and  well  inhabited. 

Mr.  Hanway  now  travelled  along  the  banks  of  the 
lake  Peipus,  vdiich  is  one  hundred  and  twenty  werfts 
long  and  fixty  broad,  having  a  communication  with 
the  lake  Pfcow  or  Piefkow,  the  borders  of  which  are 
famous  for  producing  flax.  From  thence  he  pro- 
ceeded through  feveral  places  to  Narva,  the  capital  of 
Eftonia.  This  city  is  not  large,  but  fcands  on  a  rifmg 
ground,  and  is  clean  and  well  fortified.  Its  trade  con- 
fiils moftly  in  flax  and  timber.  Two  v/erils  above  the 
town  is  a  catarad  in  the  river  Narva,  at  which  they  are 
obliged  to  unload  the  barks. .  Tnis  city  is  remarkable 
for  the  great  defeat  which  the  Ruffians  met  with  in  the 
year  1700,  when  100,000  of  them  fled  before  a  handful 
of  Swedes  From  this  place  he  travelled  one  hundred 
and  forty-fix  werils  to  Feterrourgh,  the  v/hole  diilance 
between  Narva  and  that  city  being  549  werfts,  or  39S 
miles. 
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Our  author  arrived  at  Peterfburgh  on  the  loth  cf 
June,  and  was  extremely  pleafed  to  Mnda  city  fo  open,, 
airy,  and  in  many  places  fo  regularly  built  with  good 
houfes  in  the  Italian  tafte. 

Our  readers  may   remember,  that  Mr.  Hanway  had 
formed  the  defign  of  vifiting  Perfia,  Ihould  any  conve- 
nient opportunity  offer.   Several  intimations  of  the  ciif-  /I 
treffed  condition  of  that  country,  indeed  made  fome  ^ 
imprcilion  on  him ;  but  did  not   abate  his  curiofity.-    ; 
His  partner^  and  the  other  fa6uorSs  were  foon  alarmed 
at  the  complaints  of  the  Ruffian  court  againft  Mr.  El- 
ton ;  and  it  being  refolved,  that  one  of  them    fhould 
go  into  Perfia,  Mr.  Hanway  offered  his  fervice,  which 
was  accepted.     Having  at  length  obtained  a  paflport 
from  the  court  of  Ruflia,  he  provided  a  fleeping  wag- 
gon, another  for  his  clerk,  and  a  third  for  his  baggage, 
alfo  a  Ruffian  menial  fervant,  a  Tartar  boy,  and  a  fol- 
dier :  then  receiving  fuch  infl:ru6cions  as  were  neceffary 
from  the  fa6lors  who  were  intereiled  in  this  new  com- 
merce, he  took  upon  him  the  charge  of  a  caravan  of 
thirty  feven  bales  of  Enghlh  cloth,  and  prepared  for 
his  journey. 

The  caravan  of  cloth,  confiiling  of  twenty  loads,, 
fet  out  on  the  firft  of  September,  and  on  the  loth  Mr.. 
Hanwaj  followed  it.  He  had  an  order  for  nine  poil 
horfes,  and  was  to  pay  a  farthing  each,  for  every  werft; 
but  being  refolved  to  make  ail  poiTible  fpced,  he  hired 
peafants  horfes,  Vv^hlch  are  better,  and  double  the  ex- 
pence.  In  tvv^o  days  he  reached  the  river  Volcoff,. 
when  the  ferry-man,  finding  he  was  a  merchant,  be- 
s-an  to  be  infolentj  for  the  RuOian  boors  have  a  con- 
temptible  notion  of  all  traders  ;  the  delay  and  imper- 
tinence to  which  he  v/as  expofed,  obliged  his  foldier  to 
exercife  his  cane,  Vv/hich.foon  brought  the  fellow  to 
reafon,  and  made  him  perform  his  oiiice.  On  the  13th, 
the  darknefs  of  the  night,  with  the  wind  and  rain,^  to- 
gether with  the  badnefs  of  the   road,  and  one  of  the 


carriages  being  iluck  in  a  bog,  obliged  our  author,  and 
his  attendant,  to   ficep  in   their  w^aggons  in  the  open 
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";eld_,  and  the  next  day  they  reached  Baanitz,  which  is 
near  Ncyogorod,  and  is  two  hundred  and  thirty,  werfts 
from  Peteriburgh,  The  weather  was  now  mildj  the 
road  v/as  open  and  pleafant^  and  provifions  lb  cheap, 
that  p-ood  beef  mlont  be  boii.o;ht  for  the  value  of  three 
farthings  a  pound,  mutton  and  pork  in  proportion,  and 
bread  at  about  one-fixth  part  of  its  ufual  value  in 
England. 

On  the  i5Lh,  they  arrived  at  Valdai,  where  is  acon- 
fiderable  monaftery.  The  inhabitants  are  moftly  Poles, 
brouo-ht  here  as  prifoners  in  former  wars ;  but  the  dif- 
tindion  is  now  aimoft  loft,  i  he  drels  of  the  women 
is  neater,  and  their  perfons  handibmer  than  the  gene- 
rality of  the  Ruffian  peaiants  5  but  their  exceffiye  laugh- 
ter, and  painting  their  faces,  greatly  diminiih  their  ex- 
ternal charms.  The  country  is  hilly,  and  affords  many 
pleafant  profpefts  -,  and  Mr.  Hanway  obferves,  that 
Venus  feems  to  have  made  this  her  particular  refidence, 
from  the  many  amorous  fongs  admired  by  the  Rulfiansj 
in  relation  to  the  fcenes  of  delight  this  place  afix)rds  j 
though  the  moft  refined  parts  of  love  are  hardly  to  be 
found  among  the  preient  inhabitants.  The  next  day 
our  author  got  to  Tv/ere,  where  he  came  up  ivv^ith  his 
caravan.  '  Great  complaints  were  made  by  the  carriers 
of  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  which  increafed  his  fears 
of  not  reaching  Perfia  that  yearj  therefore,  inftead  of 
one  horfe  to  each  load,  he  ordered  two,  and  promifed 
the  carriers  a  handfome  prefent,  on  condition  of  their 
jexerting  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power. 

In  RulTia,  carriages  for  merchandife  are  nine  or  ttn 
itti  long,  and  two  or  three  feet  broad :  they  are  prin- 
cipally coiT>pofed  of  two  fcrong  poles,  fupported  by  four 
,:llight  wheels  of  near  an  equal  fize,  and  about  the 
heis;ht  of  the  fore  wheels  of  our  coaches  j  many  of 
them  have  wheels  of  a  fingle  piece  of  wood,  and  fome 
are  not  fnod  with  iron.  Tliefe  carriages  are  drawn  only 
by  one  horfe.  The  bales  are  laid  on  a  bed  of  thick 
mats,  and  over  them  are  ufually  placed  thick  mats  two 
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cr  three  times  double^  and  an  upper  covering  of  raw- 
cow-hides. 

On  the  i9thj  Mr.  Hanvvay  arrived  at  Kiln,  a  very- 
agreeable  place,  near  a  fmali  branch  of  the  river  Kli- 
azma;,  and  pafiing  through  feveral  fmali  villages,  the 
next  day  he  arrived  at  Mofcow,  the  metropolis  of  the 
Ruffian  empire. 

Amiong  other  great  works  of  Peter  L  he  caufed  a 
road  to  be  cut  from  Peterfburgh,  that  was  to  extend 
the  v/hole  diftance  of  734  werfts,  or  487  Englifh  miles 
in  a  direct  line  -,  but  it  is  not  entirely  completed,  nor 
is  the  part  performed  exadtly  executed  on  the  original 
plan.  Vaft  forefts  of  firs,  birch,  and  other  trees,  were 
cut  through,  and  a  pafTage  m^ade  over  miorailes,  till 
then  thought  impaii'able.  Imimenfe  quantities  of  tim- 
ber were  hewndov\^n,  ditches  were  made,  and  the  earth 
being  thrown  up  and  le  veiled,  ftraight  firs  with  their  fur- 
faces  made  plain,  were  laid  clofe  to  each  other  upon  it. 
Thefe  are  fupported  by  a  foundation  of  the  fame  kind 
of  timber,  compofed  of  a  row  of  trees  on  each  fide 
fecured  by  crofs  timbers.  This  road  of  timber,  is  car- 
ried according  as  the  land  requires  it,  for  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  v/erfts,  and  as  Mr.  Hanv/ay  calcu- 
lated, contains  two  mdllicn  one  hundred  thoufand  trees  i 
befides,  which,  there  are  on  the  fides  of  the  road  great 
quantities  of  timber  that  haye  never  been  ufed. 

Mofcow  is  in  the  latitude  of  55^.  40',  and  is  built 
fcmewhat  after  the  eailern  manner,  it  having  few 
regular  llreets,  and  a  great  number  of  houfes  with 
gardens.  It  is  about  fixteen  Eno-liih  miles  in  circum- 
ference,  the  river  MofKwa  runs  through  it,  and  making 
many  windings,  adds  a  very  ilriking  beauty  to  the  city; 
but  in  fummjer  it  is  in  many  places  iliallow  and  unna- 
vlgable.  Several emdnences,  interfperfed  with  groves, 
gardens,  and  lawns,  form  the  moil  delightful  profpeft : 
but  the  dreadful  fires,  that  have  laid  Vv^afte  the  city, 
have  hardly  left  houfes  fufficient  to  accommodate  the 
emxprefs's  retinue,  without  diilreffing  the  people.  The 
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imperial  palace  in^the  city  is  remarkable  for  fcarce  any 
thing  but  its  having  30  chapels  and  a  very  lofty  hanging 
garden ,  but  great  part  of  it  appears  rather  like  a  pri- 
fon  than  a  royal  palace.  The  number  of  churches  and 
chapels  in  Mufcow  is  hardly  credible,  they  are  laid  to 
be  above  iSoc,  but  many  of  them  are  very  mean,  and 
and  moil:  of  the  pi61:ures  were  done  when  the  art  of 
painting  v\/as  in  its  infancy. 

One  of  the  moil  remarkable  things  in  this  city  is 
the  great  bell,  which  is  of  a  ftupendous  fize,  and  af- 
fords a  furprifmg  proof  of  the  folly  of  thofe  who  caufed 
it  to  be  made;  but  the  Ruffians  have  for  time  imme- 
morial, been  extremely  fond  of  great  bells.  This  is 
443,772  pounds  weight,  and  was  caft  in  the  reign  of 
the  late  emprefs  Anne.  But  the  beam  on  which  it  hung 
being  burnt,  it  fell,  and  a  large  piece  is  broke  out 
of  it. 

Mofcow  being  in  the  heart  of  the  empire,  is  the 
refidence  of  thole  of  the  nobility  who  are  not  obliged 
to  follow  the  court,  and  is  particularly  inhabited  by  the 
chief  merchants  and  manufadurers.  It  would  be  amiaz- 
ing,  that  the  dreadful  fires  that  have  here  fpread  fuch 
devaftation  through  this  city,  have  not  prevented 
building  with  wood,  did  not  the  cheapnefs  of  that  kind 
of  building,  and  the  poverty  of  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tantsj  render  it  in  a  manner  necefiary.  However,  by 
a  late  decree  of  the  Ruffian  fenate,  wood  houfes  are  li- 
mited to  a  certain  quarter  of  the  city,  and  in  all  other 
places  they  are  to  be  built  with  brick  and  ilone. 

The  Ruffians  in  general  preferve  a  great  iliare  of  the 
fimplicity  of  their  forefathers :  the  modern  refinements, 
which  in  fome  countries  have  rendered  it  unpolite  for 
a  fon  to  call  his  father  by  that  endearing  name,  is  little 
known  among  them;  and  here  in  the  politeft  corref- 
pondences  of  a  man's  chriftian  name,  with  that  of  his 
father's,  as  John  the  fon  of  Thomas,  is  efceemed  the 
mod  refpedful  addrefs. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  having  provided  fuch 
provifions  as  were  thought  neceffary,  Mr.  Hanway  left 
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Mofcow,  and  paiTed  through  feveral  villages  near  the 
weftern  banks  of  the  Occa.  The  country  is  hilly,  but 
abounds  in  arable  land,  and  is  adorned  with  a  beauti- 
ful variety  of  groves.  The  next  day  he  arrived  at  Ko- 
lumna,  80  werfis  from  Mofcov/,  which  makes  a  bet- 
ter appearance  than  moft  cities  in  that  part  of  the 
world  5  for  it  has  m.any  Hone  and  brick  buildings, 
and  a  good  wail  3  it  has  likewife  feveral  turrets  of  a 
very  irregular  figure,  but  being  covered  v/ith  gilded 
tin  they  make  a  good  appearance. 

After  pafhng  the  Occa,  he  fiill  found  the  country 
very  pleafant.  The  horfes  were  now  feeding  on  the 
rye  juft  fprouting  from  the  earth. 

Being  advanced  on  the  26th  to  Feriilawl  Raizanil^oi, 
he  found  himfelf  in  another  cliiriace  -,  for  the  harveft 
was  not  gathered  in.  The  roads  are  for  the  moil  part 
very  good  :  the  country  has  littie  v/ood,  but  is  delight- 
fully watered  :  but  the  people  are  extremely  poor^,  as 
appears  by  the  Iioufes  of  the  peafants  that  are  covered 
with  ilraw,  in  a  manner  that  fhews  even  their  igno- 
rance of  thatching.  Their  language  and  drefs  are  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  of  the  more  northern  Ruffians.  Mn 
Hanway  was  furprifed  to  behold  fo  fine  a  country,  at 
no  more  than  200  v/erfts  from  the  metropolis,  miake 
fuch  an  appearance  of  indigence  ;  but  the  lords  are  fuch 
bad  ceconomiifls,  that  they  defeat  their  own  defigns, 
and  before  the  peafants  feel  the  fweets  of  their  labour, 
Bot  only  refufe  to  afuil  them,  but  in  a  great  meafure 
obftru(5l  their  indufcry.  He  was  now  in  an  open  fertile 
country ;  but  the  people  v/ere  fo  indigent,  that  many 
of  their  cottages  confrfted  only  of  one  room,  about  five 
or  fix  yards  fquare,  which  often  contained  fix  or  eight  | 
perfons  of  both  fexes ;  but  the  inhabitaiits  are  neither 
numerous  nor  very  referved  with  regard  to  die  ordinary  | 
confequences  of  fuch  cohabitations.  " 

Having  travelled  300  v/refcs  from  Koiumna,  he  ar- 
rived at  Kofiove,  a  city  fortified  with  a  wall  of  eait'^., 
which  ferved  to  fecure  it  from  tlie  invafions  of  the  T  ar- 
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On  the  firfi  of  06lober,  Mr.  Flan  way  entered  the 
Step.  The  inhabitants  wlio  are  neareft  to  it,  often  im- 
prove their  land  by  burning  the  grafs  which  grows  to 
a  great  length,  and  where  it  is  not  burnt,  they  procure 
provender  for  their  cattle  during  the  winter  feafon,  by 
fcraping  away  the  fnow,  and  fuftering  them  to  feed  on 
the  half  periihed  grafs.  Here  he  overtook  a  caravan 
of  forty  loads  of  European  goods  belonging  to  Arme- 
nian merchants.  On  the  2d,  he  arrived  at  Novocho- 
perOcaja,  the  proper  boundary  of  RulTia  on  the  river 
Choper,  which  falls  into  the  Don.  This  is  the  Rufli- 
an  frontier  towards  the  Don  Coilacks,  and  is  fortified 
with  pallifades,  dry  moats,  and  a  rampart,  on  which 
fome  fmall  pieces  of  cannon  are  mounted  :  it  is  almoft 
iurrounded  by  a  grove  of  oakes.  The  adjacent  country 
is  very  delightful,  and  the  roads  exceeding  good.  He 
now  paffed  through  feveral  Coffack  towns,  where  he 
found  the  people  clean  and  well  clothed :  the  women/ 
are  gay  and  comely  ^  they  adorn  their  heads  with  a  cap 
rifing  about  four  inches  from  their  foreheads,  with  two 
points  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent,  and  their  fhifts  ar  or- 
namicnted  v/ith  red  croiles:  the  unmarried  v/omen  wear 
their  hair  plaited  behind  in  the  Ruffian  manner. 

The  Coffacks  are  a  fpecies  of  Tartars  3  the  name 
fignifies  free-booters ;  but  they  are  here  civilized,, 
and  being  indulged  by  the  RufTian  government,, 
continue  faithful,  and  are  ready  when  called  upon,, 
to  attend  the  Rufaan  army :  each  man  ufually  brings 
v,uth  him  tv/o  horfes,  and  upon  thefe  occafions  they 
are  well  cloathed  ,  and  accoutered  at  their  ov/n  ex- 
pence.  They  receive  pay  only  in  time  of  war  when 
aftually  employed,  and  then  only  fix  rubles  a  year,  v/ith 
provifion  and  plunder  ^  yet  being  exempt  from  taxes 
they  have  no  provocation  to  forfake  their  mafters. 
They  are  a  gallant  and  fober  people,  and  fome  of  them 
are  faid  to  poffefs  300  cows,  and  1000  fheep.  They 
marry  very  young,  and  our  author  talked  with  a  boy 
©f  Mtttn,  who  was  engaged  to  a  girl  of  the  fame  age. 
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On  the  9th5  in  the  morning,  he  arrived  under  the 
lines  that  are  thrown  up  from  the  Don,  the  ancient 
Tanais,  to  the  Volga,  for  the  diilance  of  about  50 
werfts.  The  ditch  is  near  fixteen  feet  deep ;  but  not 
made  entirely  fquare,  and  their  is  a  bank  of  earth  near 
twenty  feet  high,  with  ftrong  timber  rails  towards  the 
top.  At  certain  diftances  are  placed  centry  boxes,  from 
which  the  guard  can  communicate  an  alarm  to  the  chief 
garrifon  at  Zaritzen,  which  terminates  the  line  to  the 
weftern  banks  of  the  Volga.  On  this  fpot  Peter  the 
Great  intended  to  join  the  Don  and  the  Volga ;  and  the 
canal  was  aduaily  begun  for  that  purpofe.  By  this 
means  a  communication  would  have  been  opened  with 
Turky,  and  the  czar  might  have  attacked  that  empire 
with  iliips  built  on  the  Volga;  but  this  undertaking 
proved  very  difficult  from  the  hardnefs  of  the  foil. 

The  Kuban  Tartars  were  once  very  formiidable 
here  ;  but  the  river  Kuma,  which  difcharges  itfeif  into 
the  Cafpian  fea,  now  ferves  as  a  barrier  to  thefe  people, 
who  are  kept  in  awe  by  the  Ruffians ;  but  they  had 
lately  made  excurfions,  and  carried  off  the  inha- 
bitants of  whole  villages,  with  all  the  cattle.  They 
now  only  make  their  appearance  i:i  fmall  parties,  which 
fometimes  break  through  the  lines,  and  carry  off  horfes, 
that  ferve  them  for  food  as  well  as  for  ordinary  ufes. 
The  fun  was  yet  warm,  and  the  weather  delightful. 
On  the  plains  near  Raritzen  are  fed  dromedaries. 

Zaritzen  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  47.  ^o-  688  miles 
from  Mofcow,  on  a  high  bank  of  the  Volga,  of  which 
It  commands  a  fine  profped.  It  is  thinly  inhabited, 
and  the  buildings  are  mean ;  but  it  is  defended  by  a 
deep  ditch,  a  rampart  mounted  with  cannon,  and  a  gar- 
rifon of  6000  men. 

In  a  deep  valley  on  the  fouth  fide  is  an  encampment 
of  Calmuck  Tartars,  who  are  in  friendffiip  with^  the 
Ruffians,  while  they  awe  them  by  their  power.  They 
have  the  fame  turn  of  vifage  with  the  Chinefe  -,  but  are 
fierce  and  favase.    Thefe  are  a  difperfed  tribe  of  thofe 
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MungalianS:,  whom  the  Chinefe  long  ago  received  as 
their  conquerors.  They  are  armed  with  bows  and  ar- 
rows:,  they  feed  on  the  flefh  of  horfes,  camels,  dro- 
medariesj  and  other  anim.als,  and  eat  their  entrails  even 
when  they  die  of  the  fouled  didempers.  They  throw 
their  dead  into  open  fields  to  be  devoured  by  the  dogs, 
many  of  which  run  wild,  and  Ibme  are  kept  for  that 
purpofe  :  if  thefe  bodies  are  devoured  by  any  number 
exceeding  fix,  they  think  honourably  of  the  deceafed^ 
otherwife  he  is  thought  a  difgrace  to  his  relations. 

They  worfhip  images,  which  are  generally  fmiall  bits 
of  wood  about  a  palm  in  length  ;  and  the  upper  part 
being  rounded,  is  adorned  with  a  rude  refemblance  of 
human  features :  thefe  figures  are  dreffed  up  in  a  few 
rags.  Their  fupreme  deity  is  Delli  Lama.  In  prof- 
perous  feafons  and  fine  weather,  they  carefs  their  rag- 
ged gods  j  but  treat  them  very  ill  when  the  contrary 
happens.  The  many  a6ls  of  violence  committed  by 
thefe  barbarians,  induced  the  Ruffian  goverment  to 
compel  them  to  dwell  on  the  banks  of  the  Volga  below 
Aftrachan,  where  they  have  but  little  opportunity  for 
robbery  and  murder,  though  here  they  alio  tranfgrefs* 

Mr.  Han  way  now  employed  himfeif  in  procuring  a 
proper  veflel  to  convoy  his  goods  to  Aftrachan,  and 
found  one  that  was  juft  arrived  with  400  facks  of  flour. 
He  was  extremely  ihocked  at  feeing  on  what  flight 
embarkations  his  friends  v/ere  obliged  to  truft  their 
valuable  efFedts  in  a  navigation  of  a  river  full  of  dielves, 
and  trees,  which  accidentally  falling  into  the  v/ate'r, 
(Ink  and  become  as  dang-erous  as  rocks. 

Heaving  given  the  neceffary  inftrudlions  v/ith  regard 
to  carrying  the  goods,  he  prepared  for  his  own  voyage 
doV'/n  the  Volga,  by  buying  two  boats,  each  to  be  na- 
vigated by  five  waternien,  and  his  own  attendants,  wdth 
the  addition  of  fi.x  foldiers  for  a  convoy  :  for  though  he 
had  affurances  offafety,  prudence  fuggeftedthathe  could 
not  gain,  but  miglit  lofe  ccnfiderably  by  top  much  cont^ 
ndence.  The  Volga  is  frequently  infefted  with  pirates 
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who  go  in  gangs  of  thirty,  fortYj  and  fometimes  eighty 
perfons;  they  make  life  of  row-boats,  which  carry 
from  twenty  to  thirty  hands,  and  furnilh  themfelves 
with  fire-arms.  Their  general  practice  is  to  board 
immediately ;  but  where  they  apprehend  a  brave  re- 
fifbance,  they  feldom  m.ake  an  attack.  Hence,  few  of 
the  Ruffian  merchants  tranfport  any  cargo  of  value 
down  this  river  without  a  convoy.  Thefe  robbers  ap- 
pear moilly  in  the  fpring,  when  the  banks  of  the 
Volga  being  overflowed,  they  can  the  more  eafily  ef- 
cape  a  purfuit.  .  The  foidiers,  who  are  occaiionally  lent 
after  them.,  are  ordered  to  take  them  alive,  from  the 
apprehenfion  that  allowing  them  to  kill,  mjight  prove 
fatal  to  the  innocent,  through  the  ftrong  temiptations  to 
plunder,  with  which  the  foidiers  are  aduated. 

■  The  Armenians  generally  fight  with  great  bravery 
and  intrepidity  in  defence  of  their  property  -,  but  the 
Bouriacks  who  navigate  the  Volga,  are  fo  intimidated 
by  thefe  robbers,  that  they  no  fooner  appear,  than  they 
behave  like  men  ftruck  with  a  panic,  and  even  afcribe 
to  them  an  irrefiftible  pov/er,  derived  from  an  infernal 
fpirit.  It  was  formerly  their  cuitom,  in  thefe  cafes,  to 
fall  on  their  faces,  as  foon  as  required  by  the  robbers, 
and  to  fuffer  them  to  plunder  at  pleafure,  not  daring 
to  look  up,  left  it  fhould  coft  tliem  their  lives.  The 
merchant,  or  the  mafrer  of  the  vefiel,  being  thus  at 
their  mercy,  is  happy  if  he  efcapes  with  life  ;  for  the 
robbers  have  feldom  any  fentiments  of  humanity  for  a 
man  of  fuperior  rank ;  but  if  he  boldly  attempts  to 
defend  himfelf,  in  hopes  of  bringing  his  people  to  the 
charge,  he  may  be  fure,  if  conquered,  of  being  bar- 
baroufly  murdered.  Thefe  robbers  are  accultomed  to 
obferve  the  fame  condud  on  the  Cafpian  fea,  but  much 
lefs  of  laie  years  than  formerly. 

The  punifrimentof  thefe  wretches  w^hen  taken  is  not 
lefs' dreadful,  than  the  cruelties  they  commit.  A  float 
is  built,  whereon  a  gallows  is  ered:ed,  on  which  is  faft- 
ened  a  num.bcr  of  iron  hooks,  and  on  thefe  they  are 
hung  alive  by  the  ribs.     The  float  is  then  launched  in-- 1[ 


THROUGH  RUSSIA  INTO  PERSIA.  347 

to  the  ftream  with  labels  over  their  heads,  fignifying 
their  crime ;  and  orders  are  given  to  all  the  towns  and 
villages  on  the  border  of  the  river,  that  none  on  pain 
of  death,  fhail  afford  relief  to  any  of  thefe  wretches  ; 
but  put  off  the  float  if  it  rims  afhore.  Sorr-etimes  they 
are  met  by  their  partners  in  wickednefs,  who,  if  they 
have  no  hopes  of  their  recovery,  take  them  down,  other- 
wife  they  put  an  end  to  their  mifery  by  ihooting  them^ 
but  if  they  are  catched  in  th-fe  illegal  adls  of  mercy, 
they  are  themfelves  hurg  up,  without  the  ceremony  of 
a  trial.  It  is  faid,  that  one  of  thefe  mifcreants  had  the 
good  fortune  to  difengage  himfelf  from  the  hook,  and 
though  naked  and  trembling  with  pain  and  lofs  of 
blood,  he  got  afhore,  when  the  lirfl:  obje6t  he  faw  be- 
ing a  poor  Ihephcrd,  he  had  the  cruelty  to  beat  out  his 
brains  with  a  (tone,  and  then  to  take  his  clothes. 
I  Thefe  malefadors  fometim.es  hang  thus  three,  four, 
jand  fometimes  five  days  alive.  The  pain  generally 
produces  a  raging  fever,  wherein  they  utter  the  moil 
:  horrid  imprecations,  and  implore  the  relief  of  water, 
or  other  Imali  liquors. 

j     Before  our  author  began  his  voyage,   he  fent  letters 

to  his  friends  by  meffengers  appointed  to  attend  a  box 

jof  o-raoes  fent  every  three  days  during  the  fealon,  from 

I'Aftrachan  to  the  Emprefs's  court,  .and  carried  by  two 

ihorfes,  in  the  manner  of  a  litter.     The  grapes  at  befh 

mud  be  ill  worth  the  expence  of  being  conveyed  1 200 

Englifh  miles. 

On  the  14th  of  Oftober,  Mr.  Hanway  put  off  from 
iliorc  ;  the  fi:ern  part  of  his  boat  was  covered  v/ith  m.ats, 
fo  that  he  could  fleep  protected  from  the  v^^eather, 
which  now  began  to  be  very  cold.  He  took  fome  of 
the  foldiers  with  him,  that  if  by  accidents  he  fhould  be 
feparated  from  his  goods,  he  might  have  fom.e  affifl- 
ftance. 

In  the  fpring,  the  high  waters  of  the  Volga  not  only 
undermine  its  banks,  l)"ut  (weep  away  large  trees,  (b 
that  fomic  creeks  of  the  river  had  hardly  any  pailage- 
left.     The  foldiers  fed  luxurioufiy  at  the  fiflieries,  for 
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nothing  more  than  thanks.  The  weather  was  cahn, 
and  the  current  moderate  -,  in  many  places  the  banks 
are  high,  and  in  others  there  is  a  flat  fhore,  the  breadth 
being  from  a  mile  to  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 

On  the  17th,  our  author  flopped  at  Chernoyare. 
This  is  the  firfc  town  from  Zaritzen,  from  which  it  is 
diftant  tv>^o  hundred  werfts,  and  is  efteemed  half  way 
to  Aftrachan.  It  is  defended  by  a  ditch  with  fome  can- 
non, and  chevaux  de  frize.  The  inhabitants  trade  with 
the  Kalmucks,  Kubans,  and  ether  Tartars,  in  a  quarter 
diftind:  frcm  the  town.  The  next  day,  though  he 
v/as  obliged  to  lie  by  in  the  night,  he  advanced  ninety 
W'erfts,  but  not  without  danger  of  being  drov/ned  ;  for 
the  boat  had  no  keel,  nor  any  running  tackle,  and  the 
watermxcn  being  extrem.ely  unfkilful,  and  not  able  to 
let  the  fail  fly,  it  was  a  Angular  providence  that  they 
-were  not  overfet.  As  he  proceeded  further  feveral 
wrecks  appeared  en  the  banks  of  the  river.  Great 
flights  of  geefe  and  fwans  were  now  on  the  wing,  re- 
tiring  from  the  approaching  feverities  of  this  chmate, 
to  the  warm^er  regions  of  Perfia, 

On  the  19th,  he  obferved  on  the  fnore  a  houfe  miade 
under  ground,  the  walls  were  wicker-w^crk,  and  rhe 
light  came  in  from  the  top.  Here  was  provided  a  bag- 
nio for  bathing,  which  the  Ruffians  ufe  almofl:  as  maich 
as  the  Mahometans.  The  place  was  inhabited  by  fome 
Nogay  and  Circaffian  Tartars,  v/ho  ply  on  the  river 
with  open  boats;  and  here  were  alfo  fcmie  fettlements 
o{  the  Calmucks.  From  Zaritzen  to  Aftrachan  very 
little  v/ocd  appeared  en  the  banks  of  the  Volga;  in 
fomje  parts  of  the  v/eflern  fide  the  conntiy  is  hilly,  and 
the  foil  is  in  feveral  places  rich. 

Mr.  Hanway  being  arrived  at  Aftrachan,  vvas  obhged 
to  wait  for  captain  Woodroofe,  in  whofe  fnip  he  in- 
tended to  em.bark  for  Perfia,  and  took  this  opportunity 
of  obtaining  a  miOre  full  information  of  the  city  of 
Aftrachan,  and  its  neighbourhood. 

This  city  is  the  mietropolis  of  a  kingdom  of  the 
fame  name,  fituated  in  47^.  north  latitude,  within  the 
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limits  of  Alia,  in  an  ifiaiid  called  Dolgoij  fixty  Eng- 
liih  miles  from  the  Cafpian  fea.     k  was  taken  from  the 
Tartars,  and  contains  about  70,000  inhabitants,  among 
whom  are  many  Armenians  and  Tartars  of  various  de- 
nomdnations,  v/ith  a  few  Periians   and  Indians.     The 
manners  and  ciiiloiTjS  of  all  thefe  different  people  exhi- 
bit an  epitomiC  of  Afia.     The  city  is  about  two  mhles 
and  a  hah^  round,  but  including  the  iuburbs,  five  miles. 
It  is  furrounded  by  an  old  ruinous  brick  wall,  and  de- 
fended by  a  garriibn  of  fix  regiments  of  the  belt  Ruf- 
fian troops  ;  aifo  in  the  adjacent  plain  are  eredted  miany 
fmall  batteries.     The  houies  are  ot  wood,  and  moil  of 
them  very  mean  i  the  higher  part  coiTimands  a  prof- 
pe£b  of  the  Volga,  v/hich  is  here  near  three  miles  broad  ^ 
but  the  melting  of  the  fnow  which  creates  floods,  and 
tiie  riling  of  the  v/ater  in  autumn,  are  obfervcd  to  af- 
fcd;  the  air  and  caufe  difeafes.     The  city  is  furrounded 
by  gardens,  and  vineyards,  which  lie  about  two  rniles 
from  it,  and  produce   all  the  roots,  plants,  and  trees 
known  in  England,  except  potatoes,  collyilowers,  and 
artichokes ;  and  their  orchards  furniili  them  with  plenty 
of  apples,  pears,  cherries,  and  water  mielons,  which  in 
tafte  and  colour  refemble  thofe  in  Portugal.     Our  au- 
thor met  with  no  fruit  v/hich  he  thought  extraordinary, 
but  thefe  melons  -,  though  the  court  are  fo  fond  of  the 
grapes,  as  to  procure  them  at  the  expence  of  the  land 
carriage,  as  already  mentioned.  The  wine  of  Aftrachan 
is  alfo  very  indifferent  s  as  their  fummiers  are  generally 
dry,  they  are  obliged   to  water  their  gardens:   this  is 
done   by  large  wheels,  fome  of  which  are  moved  by 
horfes,  and  others  by  the  wind.     Thefe  wheels  are  fo 
high  as  to  throve  the  v/ater  to  the  irxoil  elevated  part  of 
the  garden,  v/hence   it   runs  in  trenches  to  the  root  of 
every  tree  and  plants  in  this  manner  the  a'ardens  and 
vineyards  are   generally  watered  fi'om  the  middle  of 
May  to  the  middle  of  September.   The  chief  game  in 
the  neighbouring  country  is  partridges  and  hares ;  here 
are  alfo  w^ater  and  wild  fowl  of  all  iorts  in  great  abun- 
dance, and  in  fiimmcr  plenty  of  quails. 
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Captain  Woodroofe,  who  had  been  for  fometime 
at  Aitrachan,  aflured  our  author,  that  from  the  latter 
end  of  July  to  the  beginning  of  Odober,  the  country 
about  that  city  is  frequently  infefted  with  locuft^,  which 
fiy  in  fuch  prodigious  numbers  that  they  darken  the 
airv  ^^d  appear  at  a  dii^ance  like  a  heavy  cloud.  The 
inhabitants  fay  they  are  generally  feen,  as  the  cold  wea- 
ther comes  on,  in  their  flight  from  the  northward  to 
the  fouthward.  Wherever  they  fall  they  eat  up  every 
thing  that  is  green ;  all  gardens  therefore  look  out  for 
them,  and  upon  their  firil  appearance,  endeavour  to 
keep  them  otf  by  making  as  much  fmoak  and  as  great 
a  noife  as  poffible  -,  but  thefe  deitruclive  infefts,  after 
flyino-  as  long  as  they  are  able,  fometimes  fail  in  their 
gardens,  on  the  tops  of  houfes,  and  even  in  the  fires. 
Their  bodies,  compared  with  the  fmdlnefs  of  their 
wings,  are  very  large,  and  generally  from  two  inches 
to  two  and  a  half  long,  and  about  three  quarters  of  an 
inch  in  diameter ;  their  fhape  nearly  refembles  the 
largeft  fort  of  green  graihoppers.  Mr.  Woodroofe  ob- 
ferves  in  his  journal,  that,  as  he  was  once  failing  up 
the  Volga  to  Aftrachan,  he  faw  a  prodigious  cloud 
coming  from  the  weil-ncrth-v/e(l,  which  is  acrofs  the 
river.  The  winds  at  that  time  blev/  very  frefn,  and 
nearly  from,  the  fame  point,  when  the  locufls  falling 
down,  the  water  was  covered  with  fuch  vaft  fwarms  of 
them,  that  in  fome  places  they  greatly  obftru61:ed  the 
motion  of  the  boat,  for  ten  or  twevle  fathoms  together. 
He  alfo  fays,  they  live  for  fome  time  under  water,  for 
as  they  m.ounted  on  each  others  backs  they  formed  a 
clufter  of  near  three  feet  diameter,  which  rolled  along 
by  the  force  of  the  wind,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  cur- 
rent. In  this  manner  they  were  driven  afnore.  Their 
wings  being  dried,  they  got  upon  the  pafture,  and  very 
few  were  drowned.  For  three  days  they  lay  fo  thick  upon 
the  plain  upv/ards  of  three  miles  round,  that  it  v/as  im- 
pofilble  to  v/alk  without  treading  upon  them,  and  when 
they  began  to  fly,  they  difappeared  in  lefs  than  half  an 
hour^  leaving  the  plain  without  a  blade  of  grafs. 
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The  trade  of  Ailrachan  is  very  coiifiderable,  though 
■  much  dimmiilied  by  the  troubles   in  Perfia,  and  the 
frequent  revolt  of  the  Tartars.     Their  foreign  trade 
confilts  in  red  leather,  linen,  woollen  cloth,  and  Eu- 
ropean maufa6lures,  the  greateft  part  of  which   they 
export  to  Perfia  for  the  Armenians ;  in  return  the  im- 
port Perfian  manufadures,  as  fiik  fafhes  intermixed 
with  gold,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Poles  ;  wrought  filks,  and 
llufFs^mixed  with  cotton;    raw  frlk,    cotton,  a  fmall 
quantity  of  drugs,  and  in  particular  rhubarb;  but  this 
lail  article  is  engrofTed  by  the  government,- and  private 
perfons  are  forbid  to  deal  in  it  upon  pain  of  death. 
The  officers  of  the  admiralty  and  cuftom-houfe  of  Af- 
trachan  have  very  fmall  falaries ;  which  is  the  cafe  in 
all  other  parts  ofRuffia;  fo  that  inftead  of  doing  their 
duty,  and  difpatching  bufmefs,  they  often  feek  pre- 
tences to  protrad  it,  in  order  to  obtain  the  more  confi- 
derable  prefents.     Upon  thefe  occafions  French  bran- 
dy,   white    wine,    hats,    llockings,    and  ribbons,    are 
acceptable. 

While  Mr.  Hanv/ay  was  here,  the  governor  invited 
him  to  a  feaft,  at  which  there  were  near  an  hundred 
difhes ;  this  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  feeing  a  fm- 
cfular  fpecimen  of  Ruilian  intemperance,  for  above  20 
people  drank  to  excefs  in  goblets  filled  with  a  kind  of 
cherry-brandy.  This  feail  was  made  for  the  birth  of  the 
governor's  grand  daughter,  on  which  occafion  each  of 
the  g'jefts  prefented  an  offering  according  to  his  rank. 
This  is  a  civiUvay  of  levying  a  tax  from  the  merchants, 
and  a  cuftom  though  not  elegant,  lefs  abfui-d,  in  the 
opinion  of  our  author,  than  thofe  of  fome  politer  coun- 
tries ;  for  here  without  difguife  or  cerem.ony,  you  leave 
one  or  two  ducats,  or  fome  richer  prefent  on  the  bed 
of  the  lady,  who  fits  up  with  great  formality  to  be 
fainted. 

Mr.  Han  way  was  led  by  his  curiofity  to  fee  the  de- 
votions of  the  Indian  Pagans  in  a  little  temple  they  have 
^  here.     Their  prieils  ufe  beads,  mccrS^y  proftrations, 
'  and  oftering3,  Imall  beils,  with  other  mulic,  and  raife 
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their  voices  in  fingino;  with  the  utmoll  vehemence.  The 
objc6t  of  their  adoration  v/as  a  pagod,  ugly  and  de- 
fornaed  to  a  degree  of  horror.  The  fervice  being  over^ 
they  prefented  Mr.  Hanway  fome  of  the  fruits  which 
had  been  offered  to  this  idol,  but  he  thought  proper  to 
refufe  them  ^  though  not  without  fome  melancholy  re- 
fieclions  on  the  abjed:  (late  to  which  he  faw  huixian  na- 
ture reduced. 

The  Tartars  here  have  the  utmofl:  abhorrence  of  this 
image  worfnip,  and  will  not  even  carry  money  that  has 
the  impreiTion  of  man,  or  any  living  creature  in  their 
temple.  Their  devotions  are  performed  in  filent  prof- 
trations:,  only  the  prieft,  at  certain  times,  utters  an 
invocation  to  the  Lord  of  Nature,  through  the  medi- 
ation of  Mahomet. 

For  feveral  miles  round  the  city  v/here  the  foil  will 
admit  of  cultivation,  there  are  iettlements  of  a  very 
civil  and  induftrious  people  of  the  race  of  the  Crim 
Tartars,  who  are  tributary  to  the  Ruffians.  In  the 
fumm^er  they  improve  their  land,  the  produce  of  which 
is  a  feed  called  mianna,  oats,  mullc,  and  water-melons ; 
but  their  wives  and  children,  with  their  fheep,  horfes, 
and  cattle,  they  reckon  their  principal  treafure.  V/hen 
a  dauo-hter  becomes  marriaseable,  thev  cover  her  tent 
with  white  linen;  tie  a  painted  cloth  on  the  top,  with 
red  ftrings,  and  place  by  the  fide  of  the  tent  a  painted 
waggon,  which  is  to  be  her  marriage  portion.  This 
is  a  fignal  to  thofe  who  deugn  to  marry,  and  the  girl  is 
o^cnerally  given  to  him  who  offers  iht  father  the  moft 
valuable  prefent.  Thefe  people  are  Mahometans,  and 
contrary  to  the  pra6lice  of  the  Calmucks,  are  extreme- 
ly nice  in  their  burying-places :  they  dig  their  graves 
.  very  deep,  line  them  with  brick  dried  in  the  fun,  white- 
walli  them  on  the  innde,  and  build  a  cover  over  them. 
They  then  raife  thick  walls  of  mud  round  the  place, 
and  fix  over  the  top  one  or  miOre  flags,  according  to 
ihx  charaders  of  the  dcccafed. 

On   the  eighth  of  November  our  author  left  Aftra- 
can,  under  convoy  of  the  governor's  barge  with  tv/civc. 
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grenadiers,  and  at  night  flept  within  piftol-fhot  of  a 
Calmiick  fettlement  conipofed  of  round  tents  raifed 
with  canes,  in  the  form  of  a  cone,  and  covered  with  a 
thick  felt  of  cameF^  hair,  which  keeps  out  the  weather 
extremely  well.  Thefe  tents  are  about  tv/elve  feet 
high,  and  from  ten  to  fifteen  yards  in  circumference. 
The  inhabitants  make  a  fire  in  the  centre  of  the  tent^ 
and  the  fmoke  iifues  from  the  top,  at  a  hole  left  for 
that  purpofe.  The  people  are  miferably  poor,  and 
fubfiil  on  fifh,  which  they  take  in  the  Volga,  drying 
in  fummer  the  proviiions  they  prepare  for  the  vvrinter. 
They  prefer  living  on  the  banks  where  the  flags  and 
rullies  grow  to  a  great  height,  thinking  that  they  de- 
fend them  from  the  fe verity  of  the  vanter's  cold. 
There  are  feldom  more  than  itven  or  eight  tents  in  a 
place,  which  contain  thirty  or  forty  perfons,  who  live 
in  diftind  families,  and  a  chief  whom  they-chufe  from 
among  themfelves^  There  are  other  Calmucks,  who 
travel  to  the  fouth  on  the  approach  of  winter,  and  re- 
turn northward  in  the  heat  of  fummer. 

As  Mr.  Hanway  advanced  within  thirty  werfts  in  the 
mouth  of  the  Volga^  he  defcried  a  great  number  of 
fmall  iflands  -,  the  whole  fcene  appearing  wild  and  in- 
hofpitable.  Being  happily  arrived  at  Terki^  he  em- 
barked in  the  Britifh  ill ip  the  Emprefs  of  Rullia,  and 
was  rejoiced  at  finding  himlelf  in  a  velTel  of  good  oak, 
probably  the  only  complete  fhip  which  had  till  that 
time  appeared  on  the  Gafpian  fea.  It  gave  him  no  lefs 
pleafurc  to  fee  the  Englifli  flag  hoiiled,  and  to  receive 
thofe  comm.on  marks  of  edeem,  which  maPcers  of  fliips 
pay  to  their  merchants,  when  they  have  any  guns. 

As  we  are  going  to  take  leave  of  the  Volga,  a  river 
fo  often  mentioned,  we  fhall  here  give  a  more  particu- 
lar defcription  of  it.  It  was  anciently  called  the  Rha, 
and  is  juftly  efteemed  for  its  extent  and  depth,  one  of 
the  noblefb  rivers  in  the  world.  It  derives  its  fource 
from  the  lake  Fernofr,  in  the  province  of  Kerkoft,  run- 
ning,  according  to  general  computation,  near  4,500 
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werflis^  or  3,000  Englilli  miles,  before  it  empties  itfelf 
into  the  Cafpian  fea.     Into  this  river  fall  the  Twerfa 
which  comes  from  Twere,  the  Mofcwa  from  Mofcow, 
the  Occa  from  Columna,  the  Kama,  which  divides  the 
Nogay  and  Kuban  Tartary,  the   Samar  and  Samora, 
and  many  others.     It  is  of  the  utmoft  utility  to  the  vafl 
empire  of  RuiTia,  both  with  regard  to  commerce,  and 
as  it  has  been  a  means  of  reducing  the  different  tribes 
of  Tartars  who  frequent  its  borders.     The  immenfe 
quantities  of  water  that  flow  into  it  from  other  rivers^ 
and  from  the  miountains  when  the  fnow  melts  in  the 
fprlngj  are  the  caufe  of  its  iwelling  at  different  times 
and  places.     It  ufually  begins  to  rife  in  March,  and  in- 
creafes  in  April  and  May,  continuing  above   its  ufual 
mark  'till  the  end  of  June  j  and  then  it  decreafes  very 
fafb.    It  is  often  raifed  in  September  by  autumnal  rains  -, 
but  this  rife  is  neither  fo  conffant  nor  fo  confiderabie. 
As  there  are  many  different  climates  in   the  courfe  of 
the  river,  the  ice  breaks  up  at 'different  times.     The 
banks  are  altered  ahriofl  every  year  by  the  force  of  the 
current,  and  by  the  fands  blown  into  the   river  from 
the  adjacent  countries.     The  danger  arifmg  from  thefe 
fhifting  banks  are  not  very  great,  but  they  create  de- 
lays.    The  ufual  courfe  of  the  ftream  can  hardly  be 
reckoned  above  a  mile  an  hour.     The   navigation  is 
difficult  for  veffels  that  draw  above  five  feet  v/ater,  ex- 
cept in  times  of  flood,  when  the  largeft  flat-bottomed 
veffels  And  fufficient  water.     Our  author  has  feen  one 
afloat  in  the  month  of  Odliober,  faid  to  have  fix  hun- 
dred tons  of  fait  and  fifh  on  board.     And  in  fome  fea- 
fons  they  have  barks  of  greater  burden.     The  trade 
xarried  on  in  this  river  is  great  and  extenfive  j   but 
from  no  place  more  confiderable  than  from  Yarifiaw 
and  Cafan. 

Befldes  the  great  abundance  of  hPn  taken  in  the 
Volga,  and  fent  either  faked  or  frozen  to  diftant  parts 
of  the  Ruffian  empire,  a  commerce  is  carried  on  in 
caviare,  which  is  the  roe  of  ffurgeon  and  the  fifl"! 
called  beluga,  and  is  thus  prepared  :  they  take  away 
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the  irrlngy  part,  then  mix  it  with  fait  well  cleaned  and 
made  into  brine^  and  when  drained  from  the  oily  parts 
and  preffed,  it  becomes  of  fuch  a  confiftence  as  to  keep 
two  or  three  years.  In  the  winter^  it  is  fent  to  all 
parts  of  the  empire,  and  is  much  efteemed  by  the  na- 
tives as  well  as  foreigners.  A  large  quantity  is  made 
for  exportation,  which  is  confumed  by  the  Chriflians 
of  Italy  and  the  Levant.  The  Armenians  have  the 
greateii:  fkili  in  preparing  it,  and  ufually  make  about 
6000  poods,  or  100  tons,  every  year:  and  in  1749, 
they  brought  20,000  poods  to  market. 

On  the  22d  of  September,  Mr.  Flanway  C^t  fail,  and 
on  the  3d  of  December,  arrived  in  Langarood  bay  j 
where  being  informed,  that  Mn  Elton  was  removed 
from  Refhd  to  Langarood,  to  attend  the  maritime  af- 
fairs in  which  he  had  engaged,  he  fent  to  let  that  gen- 
tleman know  of  his  arrival,  upon  v/hich  he  came  on 
board,  and  condu6:ed  our  author  on  ihore,  where  he 
gave  him  a  polite  reception.  Mr.  Hanway  delivered 
to  him  a  pair  of  piftols  of  exquifite  Vv'orkmanihip, 
mounted  in  gold,  and  fome  other  curious  things  which 
Mr.  Elton  had  wrote  for,  at  the  defire  of  Aii  KouU 
Khan,  the  Shah's  nephew,  with  whom  he  was  foli- 
citous  of  cultivating  a  good  correfpondence. 

Mr.  Elton's  habitation  at  Langarood,  was  about  eight 
Engliili  miles  from  the  fnore,  in  the  midft  of  a  wood 
furrounded  with  marfhes,  where  the  roads  were  hardly 
paffable.  It  v/as  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  lofty  moun- 
tain open  only  to  the  fea,  this  intercepted  the  pafiage 
of  the  air,  and  rendered  the  place  very  unwholefbme  ; 
for  as  Ghilan  is  generally  eileemed  tli€  fink  of  Perfia, 
lb  Langarood  is  confidered  as  the  fink  of  (Jhiian,  Mr. 
Hanway  fpent  ieven  days  v/ith  this  gentleman,  daring 
which  they  talked  over  the  affairs  of  the  Cafpian  trade. 
Mr.  Elton  was  indeed  feriouHy  employed  in  building 
jfhips  for  the  Shah,  and  proved  that  he  was  capable  of 
furmounting  the  greateit  difBcukies.  Mr.  Hanway 
expreiled  his  fears  of  the  ccnfequence  oi  his  engage- 
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ment  with  Nadir,  and  pointed  out  many  capital  ineon- 
venicncies  he  apprehended  would  follow  from  it. 

One  greatrinducement  to  open  the  Cafpian  trade, 
was,  the  hopes  of  eftablifhing  a  new  branch  of  com- 
merce from  Aitrabad  to  Mefched,  from  whence  Mr. 
Elton  thought  it  pradlicable  to  extend  it  to  the  northern 
cities  of  the  Mogul's  empire.  It  now  fell  to  Mn 
Hanway's  lot  to  attempt  the  execution  of  this  defign. 
He  had  brought  with  him  to  the  value  of  5000 1.  in 
woollen  goods,  for  which  he  found  there  was  no  mar- 
ket in  Ghilan,  and  therefore  his  prefence  there  would 
be  of  little  ufe.  But  though  Mr.  Elton  had  already 
fecured  the  Shah's  exprefs  decree,  by  which  it  was 
ordered,  that  fafe  condud:  fhould  be  given  to  him  in 
all  parts  of  his  dominions  -,  he  v/as  fo  alarmed  by  the 
vicinity  of  the  Turkuman  Tartars  to  Aflrabad,  that  he 
did  not  chufe  to  venture,  till  by  enquiring,  he  found 
that  in  cafe  of  danger,  he  might  there  have  what  guard 
of  foldiers  he  plealed. 

-  On  the  loth  of  December,  our  author  having  taken 
leave  of  Mr.  Elton,  went  down  to  the  creek.  The 
fhip  was  at  anchor  out  of  fight  of  land,  and  the  wind 
biev/  very  freih ;  he  had  a  crazy  boat  rowed  by  Per- 
fians,  v/ho  are  for  the  moil  part  equally  timorous  and 
unil<:ilful,  fo  that  it  was  with  relu6l"ance  he  ventured  to 
fea;  but  he  foon  got  fight  of  the  Hiip,  and  happily 
reached  her. 

He  directed  his  courfe  for  Afcrahad,  and  was  four 
days  in  fight  of  the  great  niountain  Demean,  which 
is  faid  to  be  thirty  leagues  within  land,  and  yet  at  the 
diitance  of  four  or  five  leagues  from  the  .fliore,  it 
might  be  difiinguifned  very  plainly,  rifing  in  the  form 
of  a  pyramid. 

On  the  1 8th  of  December,  he  entered  Aflrabad 
bay,  into  v/hich  runs  the  river  Korgun,  after  wafliing 
the  bank  of  the  defart  of  Turkumania.  The  lea  has 
here,  as  y/ell  as  in  other  parts  of  the  Cafpian,  made 
great  inroads,  fo  that  in  many  places  trees  lie  on  the 
fhore,  and  render  it  as  difncuk  of  accefs,  as  its  appe? 
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ance  is  wild  and  inhofpitable.  The  fhip  having  call 
anchor,  Mr.  Hanway  difpatched  an  Armenian  fervanc 
£0  know  if  he  might  land  his  goods  widi  f^iety,  but  he 
foon  returned  without  obtaining  any  information.  Many 
fires  were  inftantly  feen  in  different  places,  and  upon 
the  mountains,  to  alarm  the  inhabitants  for  fear  of  a 
furprife,  for  this  was  taken  for  a  pirate  iliip,  and  the 
people  on  the  coail  were  terrified  on  account  of  their 
having  been  often  plundered  by  the  pirates.  Two  days 
after  Mr.  Hanway  went  on  fhore;  but  flumps  of  trees 
and  ihallovv^s  made  it  difficult  for  a  long  boat  to  land 
nearer  than  twenty  yards.  Flov^ever,  the  peafants  be- 
ing at  length  fatisfiied  that  he  was  come  on  a  friendly 
errand,  came  with  merchandiie  ;  received  Mr.  Han- 
way and  his  attendants,  and  conduced  them  by  many 
crooked  paths  through  a  thick  wood  to  a  fmall  village. 
Thefc  people  are  fwartiiy,  but  their  features  regular  and 
fomewhat  delicate.  Our  author  fent  his  Armenian  in- 
terpreter with  his  compliments  to  Mahomjned  Zaman 
Beg,  the  governor  of  Aftrabad,  and  with  orders  to  pro- 
vide neceffaries  for  the  fredi  package  of  the  cloth,  af- 
ter which  he  returned  on  board. 

On  the  2111,  it  was  obferved,  that  the  fun  was  rifen 
about  an  hour  before  it  was  vifible  to  thofe  in  the  Ihip, 
fiich  is  the  ilupendous  height  of  the  mountains.     The 
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governor  fent  to  aiTure  Mr.  Hanway  of  his  protedlion, 
and  to  advife  him  not  to  repofe  any  confidence  in  the 
peafants  near  the  coail.  A  few  days  after,  he  was  viiited 
by  Nazeer  Aga  a  Perfian  officer,  who  had  been  recom- 
mended to  him  as  a  perfon  of  great  probity :  he  made 
him  an  offer  of  his  houfe  at  Aftrabad,  which  Mr.  Han- 
way accepted,  and  affured  him  of  the  fenfe  he  had  of 
his  ov/n  happinefs  in  meeting  with  fo  kind  and  gene- 
rous a  friend.  Nazeer  Aga  was  accompanied  by 
Myrza,  a  grave  old  man,  who  had  a  great  reputation 
for  wifdom. 

On  the  20th,  the  fliip  narrowly  efcaped  being  burnt; 
for  about  eighty  pounds  of  raw  cotton,  intended 
for  the  package  of  the  bales,  being  fet  on  fire  in  the 
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iieerage,  by  the  carekffnefs  of  one  of  the  fcamen,  it 
was  with  difficulty  extinguiilied.  Mr.  Kanway  was 
afleep  in  the  cabin  and  almoll  fuffocated  with  fmoke, 
and  the  danger  was  the  greater,  as  the  fire  was  about 
the  powder-chell;  but  it  pleafed  providence  that  no 
harm  %vas  done,  except  burning  the  hands  and  faces  of 
fome  of  the  failors,  which  were  foon  cured.  But  at 
night,  the  woods  and  the  mountains  took  fire,  occa- 
iioned  by  the  cuftom  of  burning  ruihes  on  the  coaft, 
in  order  to  deflroy  the  infe6ts  that  breed  in  them,  and 
to  afford  a  free  paffage  for  the  air.  This  fire  being 
amfted  by  the  wind  made  a  dreadful  blaze,  which  foon 
extended  fevcral  miles  -,  and  the  wind  blowing  from 
th€  fhore  brought  with  it  fuch  heat,  that  the  butter  in 
the  fhip  ran  to  oil.  There  had  been  a  bright  fun,  and 
no  rain  for  twenty  days,  fo  that  it  was  with  difficulty 
the  peafants  diverted  the  current  of  the  flames,  and 
laved  their  villages. 

Mr.  Hanway  foon  after  prepared  to  go  on  fhore ; 
but  the  Armenian  interpreter  began  now  to  exprefs  his 
fears  of  the  dangers  to  which  they  iliould  be  expofed, 
in  their  intended  journey  to  Mefched,  where  he  had 
been  robbed,  in  fome  former  rebellion,  of  goods  to  a 
confiderable  value  ;  but,  being  of  a  timorous  difpo- 
fition,  what  he  faid  made  but  little  impreffion  on  Mr. 
Hanway;  and  MyrzaMahommed  having  received  or- 
ders from  the  governor  of  the  province  to  fuppy  him 
v/ith  a  guard,  and  to  entertain  him  in  his  houfe,  he 
landed  the  bales  without  waiting  for  the  governor,  who 
had  intimated  his  defign  to  vifit  the  fnip. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1744,  Mr.  Hanway  pitched 
his  tent  on  the  fliore,  and  coileded  all  the  people  who 
were  to  convey  the  goods  to  the  city.  Myrza  then  fent 
him  an  invitation  to  come  to  his  houfe,  and  his  fon, 
who  delivered  the  meifage,  affi^ired  him  in  a  compli- 
mentai  llrain,  that  his  father  would  kill  him  if  he 
returned  without  him.  Our  author,  however,  ex- 
cufed  himfclf  till  the  next  day.  Ont  of  the  com.pany 
then  fung  an  extempore  fong,  confiiling  moflly  of  wel- 
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comes  and  fulfomc  commendations  of  the  ftrangers, 
after  which  they  eat  their  pieo,  which  they  linilhed  in 
a  much  fhorter  time  than  a  table  could  be  laid  for  a 
polite  entertainment  in  Europe.  At  length  they  made 
large  fires,  round  which  the  danced,  and  feemed  filled 
with  joy,  and  in  the  evening  they  performed  their  de- 
votions. During  the  night,  the  jackails  in  the  woods 
barked  and  howled  to  fuch  a  degree  that  it  was  very 
diiBcult  for  perfons  unufed  to  fuch  a  noife  to  receive 
the  refrelhment  of  ileep.  In  the  morning  Myrza's 
brother  and  his  two  fons  came  with  feveral  horfes,  of 
v/hich  Mr.  Hanway  took  one  for  himfelf  and  another 
for  his  interpreter,  and  in  about  eight  hours  they  ar- 
rived at  the  city,  the  carriers  making  but  one  itop  on 
the  way,  which  was  to  perform  their  devotions. 

The  next  day,  as  Mr.  Hanway  had  not  yet  provid- 
ed a  proper  equipage  for  appearing  before  the  gover- 
nor, Nazeer  Aga,  in  whofe  houfe  he  was  lodged^  lent 
him  a  horfe  handfomely  caparifoned,  and  infifted  on 
his  taking  his  fervants  as  well  as  his  own  to  attend  him. 
Mr.  Hanway's  prefent  to  the  governor  was  carried  in 
before  him,  and  confifced  of  feveral  cuts  of  fine  cloth 
and  loaves  of  fu^ar  laid  on  a  larg-e  tea-board  The  so- 
vernor  v/as  attended  by  feveral  perfons  of  the  greatefl 
diftin6bion  in  the  city,  who  all  role  at  his  coming  and 
deiired  him  to  take  his  place :  when  the  governor,  ob- 
ferving  that  he  could  not  accommodate  himfelf  to  their 
manner  of  fitting  ordered  a  chair,  bid  him  welcome  to 
Perfia,  and  told  him  that  the  city  of  Aftrabad  was  now 
at  his  difpofal.  Mr.  Hanv%^ay  returned  him  thanks  for 
this  high  ilrained  compliment,  and  aiiured  him  of  the 
great  fatisfadtion  he  felt  at  being  received  into  the 
proteftion  of  a  perfon  of  his  charader  and  authority. 
He  then  mentioned  the  favourable  decree  granted  by 
the  Shah  to  the  Englifh  merchants,  and  obferved  that 
it  depended  on  the  governor  to  fee  his  majefcy's  plea- 
fure  executed.  He  afterwards  afKed,  if  the  pafTage  to 
Mefched  was  fafe  -,  the  g^o vernor  anfwered  in  the  af- 
firmative, and  that  he  would  fend  four  choice  foldiers 
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with  him,  who  Hiould  be  bound  for  the  fafe  delivery 
of  his  caravan  at  Mefched.  Upon  this  our  author  re- 
turned him  his  thanks  and  retired. 

Mr.  Hanway  now^,  infpired  with  gratitude,  went  to 
pay  his  refpe(5is  to  Nazeer  Aga,  of  whofe  humanity 
and  politenefs  he  had  received  fuch  iignal  proofs.  This 
old  man  had  been  Nadir's  companion  v/hen  he  was 
only  the  chief  of  a  party  of  robbers  in  the  neighbour- 
ing mountains.  He  feemed  too  honeil  for  Nadir's  pur- 
pofe,  and  his  want  of  ambition  fecured  him  from  mod 
of  the  calamities  common  to  favourites.  His  white 
beard  gave  a  venerable  air  to  his  perfon,  and  a  manly 
chearfulnefs  rendered  his  company  perfedlly  agreeable. 
The  old  man  received  him  Vv'ith  great  marks  of  kind- 
nefs,  and  fent  for  fome  mailer  carriers  to  agree  about 
conveying  his  caravan  to  Mefched.  Here  Mr.  Han- 
way firfc  received  a  proof  of  the  equivocating  difpoli- 
tion  of  the  modern  Perfians,  and  finding  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  fix  them  to  any  thing,  he  took  his  leave  for 
that  time. 

Mr.  Hanway  was  vifited  a  day  or  tv/o  after  by  feve- 
ral  of  the  principal  men  of  the  place,  v/ho  made  their 
compliments  by  putting  their  hands  on  their  breafts, 
and  bowing  their  head.  Thofe  who  are  more  familiar 
prefs  the  palm  of  your  hand  between  both  theirs,  and 
then  raife  them  to  their  forehead,  to  exprefs  the  high 
and  cordial  refpe6t  they  have  for  your  perfon.  Moil 
of  the  vifitors  had  an  air  of  importance,  and  fpoke  lit- 
tle, but  after,  fitting  and  imoaking  the  caallean,  for  a 
few  minutes,  took  their  leave. 

The  Perfians  are  extremely  fond  of  tobacco  :  theirs 
is  yellow,  and  very  mild  compared  with  that  of  Ame- 
rica j  and  they  draw  the  fmoak  in  prodigious  quantities. 
The  caallean  uled  on  this  occafion  is  a  eflafs  veffcl  re- 
fembling  a  decanter,  tilled  about  three  parts  v/ith  v/ater. 
The  tobacco  being  prepared  and  made  into  a  ball,  is 
put  into  a  filver  uteniil  not  unlike  a  tea-cup,  which  has 
a  tube  that  reaches  almofc  to  the  bottom  of  the  waten 
Another  tube   is  fixed  to  the  neck  of  the  velfel  above 
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the  water,  faftened  to  a  leathern  pipe  through  which 
they  draw  the  fmoke,  and  as  it  pafTes  through  the  water 
it  is  cool  and  pleafant. 

Mr.  Hanway  entertained  Tome  of  his  gueil's,  accord- 
ing to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  with  fweetmeats  of 
which  they  took  a  little,  and  gave  the  remainder  to  their 
fervants :  thefe  are  often  fo  numerous,  that  a  treat  of 
this  kind  will  cofl  ten  or  tv/elve  crowns.  Abfurd  and 
expenfive  as  this  cuflom  appears,  our  author  thought: 
it  lefs  inconfiflent  than  that  which  prevails  in  fome  parts 
of  Europe,  where  a  fervant  is  rewarded  by  his  maf-^ 
ter's  guefts  for  doing  his  duty. 

The  difficulties  and  delays  made  by  the  carriers  gave 
Mr.  Hanway  great  vexation,  and  fome  ot  the  vownf- 
men  frequently  importuned  him  to  open  his  bales  and 
fell  them  pieces  of  cloth  ;  but  rather  than  agree  to  this, 
he  made  feveral  of  the  principal  perfons  prefents  of  as 
much  as  was  fufficient  for  a  coat.  At  length,  being  per^ 
fuaded  by  Nazeer  Aga,  he  with  great  reludance  agreed 
to  let  the  camel  drivers  fet  out  with  part  of  the  goods 
two  or  three  days  before  he  was  to  follow  them,  al- 
leging that  they  could  not  keep  pace  with  the  horfes. 
Accordingly  on  the  loth  he  delivered  40  bales,  which 
were  placed  on  the  backs  of  ten  camels,  fent  an  Arme- 
nian fervant  along  with  them,  and  appointed  a  place 
of  rendezvous  on  the  other  fide  the  moil  difficult  paiTes 
of  the  mountains. 

Mr.  Hanway  then  made  a  vifit  to  the  governor,  who 
appeared  perplexed  and  troubled.  It  was  faid  that  he  was 
providing  horfes  to  fend  the  king's  treafure^  amount- 
ing to  17,000  crov/ns,  to  Calbin,  and  he  now  let  our 
author  know,  that  he  could  not  fpare  him  above  one 
foldier.  He  was  extremely  ftartled  at  this  news,  and 
lifed  many  arguments  topurfuade  the  governor  to  alter 
his  refolution,  but  without  effe6l.  Fie  was  aitonirtied 
to  find  th^t  a  caravan  with  17,000  crowns  in  mo- 
ney fhould  have  a  flrong  guard,  while  he  with  30,000 
crowns  in  cloth  was  to  have  only  one  foldier:   but  h^ 
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was  ignorant  of  the  fccret,  and  this  ignorance  confti-- 
tuted  hi-s  happinefs.  He  intended  to  follow  the  lirft 
caravan  immediately,  and  prepared  kedgavays,  a  kind 
of  covered  chairs  big  enough  for  one  perfon  to  fit  in,, 
which  the  Perfians  hang  over  camels  in  the  manner  of 
panniers,  that  he  might  accommodate  any  of  his  com- 
pany, fhould  they  happen  to  fall  fick,  and  provide  for 
his  own  fecurity  againft  the  extremity  of  the  cold. 

He  was  preparing  to  leave  this  city,  the  firft  he  had 
feen  in  Perfia ;  but  while  he  was  giving  the  nccellary 
orders,  Nazeer  Aga  came  and  told  him  that  it  was  not 
a  lucky  hour,  and  therefore  he  mull  not  depart.  Mr. 
Hanway  anfwered,  that  as  he  depended  on  that  good 
providence  vv'hich  at  all  times  governs  the  world,  he 
paid  no  regard  to  lucky  hours,  and  would  therefore  go  i 
but  the  other  replying,  that  he  muil  not  fet  out,  he 
thought  proper  to  fubmit. 

A  difmal  fccne  began  now  to  difclofe  itfelf :  Nazeer 
Aga  had  hardly  left  him,  when  he  heard  the  hoarfe 
found  of  trumpets  to  call  in  the  neighbouring  inhabi- 
tants with  their  cattle.  The  fhops  were  ordered 
to  be  ihut  up,  and  the  townfmen  repair  to  the  walls. 
He  now  began  to  recoiled;  a  thoufand  incidents  which 
difcovered  the  play  that  was  about  to  be  adied.  Nazeer 
Aga  immediately  returned,  and  advifed  him  to  fend 
for  his  lliip,  acknowledging  that  they  were  all  in  the 
utmoft  danger  from  the  rebellion  which  had  broke  out 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city  i  but  alas  !  this  could 
not  be  done,  for  the  vefTel  had  failed  to  another  port, 
Mr.  Hanway  defired  him  to  fend  for  the  ten  camel 
loads  of  doth,  that  it  might  return  back  to  the  city, 
but  the  old  man  told  him,  that  none  v/ere  permitted 
to  go  out  of  the  city,  and  that  for  fear  of  an  infurrec- 
tion  within  the  wails,  a  ftrong  guard  was  ordered  to 
patrole  the  (Ireets. 

It  now  appeai-ed  that  Mahommed  HaiTan  Beg,  %vho 
had  left  the  city  fome  days  before,  was  in  arms  at  the 
head  of  a  party  of  Khajars,  with  an  auxiliary  body  of 
Turkuman  Tartars.     Mahommed  Khan  Beo-  and  Sa- 
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cioc  Aga,  two  young  men  of  diftindionj  who  were 
with  the  governor  when  Mr.  Hanway  firft  waited  on 
him,  had  joined  the  rebels,  and  all  unanimoully  de- 
clared, that  they  were  refolved  to  feize  the  Shah's  trea- 
fure,  and  particularly  our  author's  carayan  -,  and  the 
better  to  delude  the  unhappy  townfmen,  they  gave  out 
that  the  Shah  was  dead. 

The  next  day,  the  governor  fent  ten  foldiers  to 
guard  the  ten  camels  loaded  with  Engliili  cloth  back 
into  the  city  -,  but  the  enemy  was  already  polTeiTed  of 
ail  the  avenues,  and  the  goods  v/cre  adually  lodged  in 
a  village  that  belonged  to  Mahommed  Khan  Beg.  The 
only  comfort  Nazeer  Aga  now  gave  Mr.  ITanway  was, 
that  while  he  lived  thev  ihould  not  touch  his  life.  The 
old  man  was  now  perfe6fciy  fenfible  of  the  danger  which 
threatened  that  gentleman  and  his  attendants.  The 
refpe6l  that  had  always  been  ihewn  to  Nazeer  Aga  by 
Mahommed  Haffan  Beg,  and  thofe  who  had  embarked 
in  this  defperate  enterprife,  induced  him  to  venture 
among  them,  and  to  endeavour  to  dilluade  them  from 
perfiiling  in  it,  the  old  man  made  ufe  of  all  his  elo- 
quence ',  but  they  fuffered  him  to  return,  without  his 
being  able  to  m.ake  any  imprelRon  on  them.  Hitherto 
he  had  appeared  undaunted ;  but  he  now  feemed  ex- 
tremrely  diftiurbed,  and  as  much  concerned  as  if  he  was 
that  night  to  render  up  his  accounts  for  his  paft  life,  and 
for  the  years  that  had  rendered  his  beard  fo  venerably 
hoary. 

A  beiieged  city,  and  a  faithlefs  and  weak  garrifon,  were 
things  as  new  to  Mr.  Hanway  as  Perfia  and  the  Perfiar^ ; 
but  the  dread  he  had  conceived  of  the  barbarity  of  the 
Turkuman  Tartars,  made  a  deeper  impreiTion  on  his 
mind:  the  only  hope  that  remained  Vv'as,  that  it  could  an- 
fw^er  no  end  to  thefe  barbarians  to  do  violence  to  hisper- 
fon.  ivact  ii  could  not  conceal  the  robbery.  His  attend- 
ants would  have  perfuaded  him  to  put  on  a  Perfian  habit; 
"but  he  choie  to  remain  without  difguife.  The  rebel  ar- 
my  having  advanced  near  the   city,  the  governor  and 
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Nazeer  Aga  efcapecl  by  night  in  the  difguife  of  pea- 


fan  ts. 


Thofe  who  were  not  in  the  rebellion  now  curfed  our 
author  as  the  caufe  of  their  diftrefs,  aileo-ins:  that  it  was 
his  valuable  goods  that  had  made  the  rebels  rife  in  arms, 
in  order  to  get  them  into  their  pofieffion  -,  but  as  he 
had  nothing  to  reproach  himfeif  with,  thefe  fuggeflions 
made  little  ImprefTion  on  his  mind.  As  all  refiftance 
would  have  been  vain^  the  people  had  nothing  to  do 
but  to  fubmxit  to  the  conquerors,  and  the  city  was  de- 
livered to  Mahomm.ed  HaiTan  Beg  without  tumult. 

On  the  lythj  the  rebels  entered  the  town  with  great 
fignsof  joy  and  mirth.  A  large  party  drove  before 
them  the  calenter,  or  town-clerk,  who  had  a6led  as 
fbb-governor,  and  another  perfon,  ftark  naked,  infilled 
on  their  giving  them  the  poffeiTion  of  the  king's  trea- 
fure,  which  the  governor  had  concealed  before  his  ef- 
cape. 

Sadcc  Aga,  vvho  v/as  appointed  general,  v/ith  Ma- 
hom^med  Khan  Beg,  and  fourteen  other  perfons  of  dif- 
tindiion,  now  came  to  the  houfc  where  Mr.  Hanway 
dv/elt :  he  had  coWtditd  his  attendants  into  one  room, 
where  he  waited  to  know  his  fate  :  from  thence  he  fent 
a  Tartar  boy,  who  underftood  the  Turkifli  language, 
to  condu(5l  thefe  hoftile  vifitors  to  him,  and  tell  them 
that  he  hoped  to  be  treated  with  humanity.  Theyam- 
mediately  entered,  and  affured  him,  that  they  had  no 
intention  to  hurt  him,  and  would,  as  foon  as  the  new 
government  v/as  efrablilhied,  pay  him  for  his  goods,  de- 
manding at  the  faine  time  to  be  informed,  where  they 
v/tYt  lodged,  and  requiring  him  to  give  up  to  them  his 
purfe  ;  but  when  they  had  counted  the  mioney  it  con- 
tained, they  delivered  it  back  to  him  again.  Mr.  Han- 
way, hov/ever,  had  the  addrefs  to  conceal  a  purfe  of 
160  crowns  in  o-old. 

After  the  rebels  Vv^ere  in  poffeffion  of  the  city,  they 
put  only  one  man  to  death,  who  v/as  a  groom  be- 
longing to  the  late  go  vender,  and  had  been  the  adual' 
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executioner  of  Tshmas  Shah,  their  lail  la^v^ful  fove- 


reign. 


It  was  nov/  apparent  to  Mr.  Hanway,  on  what  prin- 
ciples his  pretended  friend  Myrza  Mahommed  had 
adled;  he  was  in  the  fecret  of  the  rebellion  at  the  time 
of  his  arrival,  and  had  brought  him  into  the  city  as  a 
iheep  to  the  fiaughter  ;  however,  as  he  had  now  no- 
thing to  lofe  but  his  life,  he  thought  it  beft  to  diiTemble 
his  knowledge  of  his  perfidy,  and  intreated  him  to  re- 
cover for  him  the  money  he  had  advanced  to  the  car- 
riers, and  he  aduaiiy  got  back  one  hundred  and  fifty 
crowns. 

BabaSadoc  was  now^  governor  of  the  cityi  and  Mr. 
Hanway  fecured  him  in  Ids  intereil,  by  a  prefent  of  a 
piece  of  rich  filk,  which  he  had  fecreted  v/ith  the  m.o- 
ney  mentioned  above,  and  by  this  means  obtained  the 
poffeiTion  of  his  chamber,  from  which  he  had  been 
forced  by  the  rebels.  His  purfe  was  again  der-nanded 
by  Mahommed  Khan  Beg,  and  Mr.  Hanv/ay  was 
obliged  to  give  it  him.  Two  of  the  Turkuman  chiefs 
were  then  brought  into  the  room,  whofe  habits  were 
coarfe  and  their  perfons  ill  favoured.  Thefe  faid  to 
Mahommed  Khan  Beg,  ''  You  give  us  the  merchan- 
''  dife  of  the  Ruffians,  will  you  not  give  us  the  Ruffians 
^^  alfo  ?  they  wdll  ferve  to  keep  our  iheep."  This 
fpeech  made  Mr.  Hanway  refolve  to  leave  the  city  at 
any  rate,  fearing,  that  if  the  Turkuman  party  fhould 
continue  vidlorious,  he  iliould  be  carried  as  a  fiave  into 
the  country  of  thofe  barbarians. 

The  Turkuman  Tartars  foon  after  quarrelled  about 
the  plunder.  Fear  now  took  place  of  tumultuous  joy  -, 
the  gates  of  the  city  were  ordered  to  be  fnut,  and  no 
perfon  allowed  to  pafs  in  or  out,  without  the  know-r 
ledge  of  Mahommied-  HaiTan  Beg.  H^owever,  Mr. 
Hanway  having  given  to  that  new  governor  a  regular 
account  of  the  real  value  of  the  goods,  the  better  to 
carry  on  the  farce,  received  of  him  a  bill  for  the 
amount,  which  was  promifed  to  be  paid  when  the  new 
government  v;as  eilabliHied.     The  governor  alfo  or- 
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dered  Myrza  to  provide  him  and  his  attendants,  a 
guard  of  peafants  and  horfes  to  carry  them. 

On  the  24th  of  January,  Mr.  Hanway  took  leave  of 
Aftrabad  under  the  convoy  of  Myrza,  his  bothers,  his 
tv/o  fons,  and  about  twenty  armed  villagers  ;  he  car- 
ried with  him  all  his  baggage,  and  even  his  arms,  and 
after  a  day's  journey  arrived  fafe  at  Koordiemalla,  a  vil- 
lage belonging  to  Myrza.  The  brother,  whofe  cha- 
ra^iier  was  not  the  moll  amiable,  would  have  conducted 
Mr.  Hanway  to  his  houfe,  in  the  adjacent  mountain  ; 
but  he  abfohitely  refufed  to  go,  in  which  refolution  he 
was  confirmed  by  the  carriers,  who  expreffed  their  fears 
of  him,  by  faying,  '^  God  only  knows  of  his  fecret  re- 
tirements." Myrza,  who  imagined  Mr.  Hanway  was 
iliil  polTeiTed  of  fome  things  of  value,  thought  it  con- 
fillent  with  his  intereft  to  lufFer  him  to  carry  them  off. 
His  demure  countenance,  and  flrid  obfervance  of  the 
letter  of  the  law,  ferved  to  cover  the  violation  of  fub- 
fcantial  virtue.  He  had  now  got  that  unhappy  gentle- 
man in  his  power,  and  made  no  fcruple  to  declare,  that 
he  would  not  anfwer  for  his  fafety  a  fmgle  mile  farther, 
and  that  the  carriers  who  v/ere  under  his  jurifdi6tioa 
fbiould  not  proceed,  unlefs  he  left  his  baggage  with 
him.  This  crafty  old  man,  v/hofe  perfidioufnefs  w^as 
exceeded  by  nothing  but  his  hypocrify,  refolved  to  play 
a  cunning  game ;  if  the  rebellion  fucceeded,  he  would 
make  a  prize  of  the  baggage,  and  if  it  did  not  fucceed 
he  would  plead  his  loyalty  by  preferving  it  for  Mr. 
Hanv/ay.  That  gentleman  faw  himfelf  entirely  at  his 
mercy,  and  therefore  thought  it  bed  not  to  feem  to 
mifirufi:  him  -,  therefore  after  having  fecreted  every 
thing  that  w^as  portable,  he  delivered  the  reft  up  to 
him. 

The  next  day  Mr.  Hanv/ay  advanced  v/ith  his  com- 
pany about  tv/enty  Englifli  miles,  and  that  night  lay  in 
the  open  lields.  On  the  26th,  after  travelimg  over 
ditches,  and  through  pathlefs  v/oods,  he  arrived  at  a 
ruined  cottage,  where  he  paffed  the  night.  His  greateft 
concern  there  was  to  prevent  the  jackals  running  away 
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with  his  accoutrements ;  thefe  animals,  with  which  the 
woods  abound,  are  remari<:ably  fond  of  leather,  and 
feveral  of  them  ran  over  his  bed  in  the  nio-ht.  He  was 
determined  to  part  with  his  condu6tors  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible ;  for  they  fowed  rebellion  wherever  they  camCj 
the  people  receiving  them  as  their  deliverers,  com- 
plained aloud  that  the  Shah  had  reduced  them  to  the 
extremeft  mifery.  They  afterwards  palTed  by  the  ruins 
of  the  palace  at  Farabad,  once  famous  for  being  the 
refidence  of  the  Perfian  kings.  From  thence  they 
proceeded  through  a  little  village  upon  a  lake,  where 
feveral  peafants  fupport  themfelves  by  catching  wild 
ducks.  They  go  in  boats  during  the  night,  near  the 
marihy  banks  that  are  covered  with  ruflies,  and  carry 
great  lights  on  the  ftern,  when  ringing  a  number  of 
iinali  bells  the  birds  are  confounded,  and  even  flv  into 
their  hands. 

The  carriers  had  engaged  to  condu6l  Mr.  Hanway 
and  hisfervants  to  Balfruili,  the  capital  of  Mazanderan, 
now  about  twenty  miles  diftant ;  but  hearing  that  Ma- 
hommed  Khan,  the  admiral  of  the  fea  coaft,  was  raif- 
ing  forces  to  oppofe  the  Aftrabad  rebels,  they  would 
proceed  no  farther.  He  was  in  a  country  furrounded 
by  marfhes,  where  no  horfes,  nor  any  other  cattle  were 
to  be  had,  and  therefore  defired  them  to  conducl:  him 
at  leafl:  to  fome  place  where  he  could  procure  horfes ; 
but  this  they  alfo  refufed,  alleging,  that  as  he  was  near 
the  fea,  he  might  go  by  water.  Accordingly,  on  the 
27th  in  the  mornirlg  they  condudled  him  to  a  poor 
fifherman's  hut  on  the  fea-coaft,  who  had  a  leaky  ca- 
noe too  fmall  for  fix  perfons  ;  befides,  it  could  be  na- 
vigated only  with  oars  near  the  fnore,  where  the  furf 
ran  fo  high,  that  it  feemed  impofiible.  for  fuch  a  boat 
to  convey  Mr.  Hanway  and  his  fervants  V^'tntj  miles. 
He  therefore  repeated  his  entreaties,  that  they  v/ould 
either  find  him  horfes  according  to  their  agreement,  or 
condudt  him  where  he  might  procure  them.  This  de- 
mand they  treated  with  contempt,  which  obliged  him 
to  threaten  them  to  uie  force  :  upon  this,  tv/o  of  them 
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being  armed  v/ith  match-lccks,  lighted  their  matches  f- 
two  had  bows  and  arrov/s;  and  all  of  them,  being  fix 
in  number,  had  fabres,  and  put  themfeiv'es  in  a  poilure 
of  defence.  Mr.  Hanway  colleded  his  com.pany, 
among  whom  were  four  mxufquets,  a  biunderbufs,  and 
a  pair  of  piflals,  but  he  could  fcarcely  depend  on  more 
than  two  of  his  fervants.  In  this  fituation  they  par- 
leyed for  fom.e  time,  till  at  length  Mr.  Hanway  wifely 
fubmitced,  and  trufdng  to  providence  embarked  in  the 
canoe,  w^hen  having  gentle  breezes  from  the  eaft,  he 
and  his  attendants  got  fafe  to  Mefchedizar.  The  nexc 
day,  he  fent  an  Armenian  fervant  to  the  admiral  Ma- 
hommed  Khan,  to  inform  him  of  his  arrival,  and  to  beg 
his  protection  :  on  v/hich  he  received  a  horfe  hand- 
fomely  caparifoned,  and  four  mmles  for  his  fervants. 

On  thejcth,  he  camie  to  Balfrufh,  where  he  had  the 
fatisfa6tion  to  learn  the  opinion  of  the  Perfian  mer- 
chants, that  the  Shah  would  make  good  his  lofs.  Ma- 
hom^med  Khan  congratulated  him  on  his  efcape  with 
life,  and  on  his  arrival  within  his  jurifdid:ion.  But  the^ 
next  day,  Sadoc  Aga  having  advanced  at  the  head  of 
a  party  of  Turkumans  within  a  few  miles  of  the  city,. 
Mr.  Hanway  waited  on  the  admiral,  who  now  feemed 
cold  to  his  intereft,  and  complained,  that  he  did  not 
know  but  that  the  next  day  might  be  his  lafb,  as  he  was 
neither  in  a  condition  to  fight,  nor  dared  to  retire,  for 
fear  of  his  mailer's  difpleafure.  Our  author  refolved 
now  to  depend  no  longer  on  the  khan's  promifes ;  but 
to  hire  horfes,  mules,  or  even  afles,  where  he  could 
get  them  \  but  this  he  foon  found  vv'as  impofiible  ;  for 
the  greateft  part  of  the  people  had  fled  with  their  moft 
valuable  efreifts,  and  the  reft  were  preparing  to  follow 
their  example.  Under  thefe  circurnllances  he  had  no- 
thing to  do,  but  to  prepare  to  receive  the  conquerors 
a  fecond  time,  or  to  v/alk  off  by  himfeif  unattended. 
The  next  day  Mahommed  Khan  fent  him  a  horfe  mi- 
ferably  poor  and  diftempered :  he  was  in  fome  doubt 
whether  he  fhould  accept  of  him  or  nor ;  but  at  length 
he  took  his  leave  of  his  interpreter  and  fervants,  oiTer- 
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ing  them  what  money  they  fhould  have  occafion  for, 
and  giving  them  the  rebels  paffport,  he  recommended 
them  to  providence. 

The  Tartars  entered  one  gate,  as  he  went  out  of  the 
other.  Mr.  Hanway  fell  in  with  a  party  which  con- 
duced the  baggage  of  Mahommed  Khan,  who  with  his 
few  forces  foon  followed ;  it  was  impoffible  for  our  au- 
thor to  keep  pace  with  him.  The  Tartar  boy  followed 
him  on  foot  j  but  foon  grew  tired,  and  earneftly  en-^ 
treated  him  to  take  him  up  behind  him.  However, 
before  they  got  fix  miles,  the  horfe's  hind  quarters 
gave  way,  and  he  fet  upon  his  tail  like  a  dog,  fo  that 
they  were  both  obliged  to  difmount.  Mr.  Hanway  now 
hardly  knew  what  method  to  purfue  :  he  had  wrapped 
his  body  round  with  foftFerfia  i  faihes  to  defend  himfelf 
from  the  weather,  which  at  that  feafon  is  generally  fe- 
vere  in  thofe  parts,  fo  that  he  was  but  in  a  bad  condi- 
tion for  walking.  He  had  no  guide,  and  underilood 
but  few  words  of  the  language  -,  however,  by  the  affiil- 
ance  of  the  Tartar  boy,  who  fpoke  Turkifn  and  Rufs, 
he  found  his  way  to  the  fea-coft,  carrying  a  blunder- 
bufs,  and  a  pair  of  piftols.  His  clothes  were  already 
very  mean,  and  the  better  to  deceive  any  robber,  he' fet 
the  boy  on  the  horfe  which  was  fcill  able  to  creep  along 
with  a  fmall  weight,  and  led  him  by  the  bridle.  He 
came  to  feveral  rivers,  at  which  he  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  find  ferries,  and  being  afraid  to  fhev/  any  money 
for  fear  of  being  robbed,  pleaded  poverty  and  paffed 
gratis.  In  this  manner  he  continued  his  journey  for 
ten  Engliih  miles,  perplexed,  and  extremely  haraifed 
with  fatigue.  At  length,  to  his  great  joy,  the  khan's 
company  having  halted,  he  came  up  v/ith  them,  and 
procured  fome  ilielter  from  the  weather,  with  a  mat 
to  lie  on.  By  this  time  Mr.  Hogg  his  clerk,  and  his 
Ruffian  menial  fervant  came  up  with  him,  having  had 
better  fortune  than  their  mailer,  for  they  had  rode  on 
horfeback  with  the  khan's  retinue. 

VOL.  V.  3  K 
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Early  the  next  day  Mr.  Hanway  fent  to  the  khan  ta 
let  him  know  that  it  was  impoiTible  to  proceed  on  the 
horfe  he  had  fent  hini :  he  then  ordered  others,  but  de- 
manded above  five  times  the  value.  Mr.  Hanway 
knew  that  the  poflefiion  of  them  v/ould  be  precarious, 
and  finding  a  perfon  who  offered  to  fupply  him  with 
better  horfes  for  hire,  declined  the  khan's  propofal. 
He  now  preceeded  a  Ihort  day's  journey  to  a  little  vil- 
lage on  the  fea-coit,  where  he  halted,  and  was  again 
deprived  of  his  horfe.  The  khan  there  obferving  the 
beauty  of  his  piftols,  v,^hich  were  mounted  with  (ilver, 
defired  the  loan  of  them,  alleging  that  he  was  going 
with  a  party  to  reconnoitre  the  rebels.  Mr.  Hanway 
begged  his  acceptance  of  them,  reminding  him  at 
the  fame  time  that  neither  himfelf  nor  the  three  perfons 
v/ho  were  yet  with  him,  had  any  carriage  but  what  de- 
pended on  accident.  Upon  this  he  again  alTured  him 
that  he  would  take  care  of  them.  But  after  a  few  hours 
abfence,  he  returned  in  fome  confufion,  and  ordered 
all  the  avenues  of  the  woods  to  be  guarded,  to  prevent 
a  furprife.  Mr.  Hanway  had  not  eaten  any  thing  for 
near  forty  hours,  except  a  few  parched  peas,  fo  that 
he  v^^as  obliged  to  beg  what  he  dared  not  buy. 

The  men  and  baggage  being  collected  within  the 
walls  of  the  houfe  where  the  khan  was  lodged,  Mr. 
Hanway  concluded  they  either  intended  a  fecret  flight, 
or  defend  themfelves  in  cafe  of  an  attack  :  he  therefore 
joined  them,  and  repeated  his  entreaties  for  horfes 
whenever  they  fhould  march,  on  which  the  khan  bid 
him  not  to  be  uneafy,  and  promifed  that  he  would  not 
leave  any  of  them  behind :  but  when  night  came  on 
they  beg^n  their  march,  and  our  author  had  the  mor- 
tification to  find  that  every  thing,  even  to  the  leafl  va- 
luable baggage,  was  carried  off,  great  part  of  it  on 
very  good  horfes,  while  himfelfj  Mr.  Hogg,  the  Ruf- 
fian fervant,  and  little  boy  was  left  behind.  He  had 
thought  that  a  pre  fent  of  a  pair  of  piftols  of  fi  xty  crowns 
value  would  have  been  fuffecient  to  procure  the  loan  of 
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a  few  bad  horfes,  for  three  or  four  days ;  but  where 
penerofity  is  a  fcranger,  gratitude  has  feldom  any  ad- 
inittance.  Trufting  to  the  goodnefs  of  providence,  he 
refolved  to  follow  the  khan,  to  try  if  he  could  yet  pro- 
cure relief.  He  had  not  ftrength  to  walk  far,  and  was 
fcopped  by  a  deep  river.  He  happily  found  a  ferry, 
:and  having  pafTed  it,  entered  into  a  wood  v^here  the 
road  was  deep  and  mariliy  It  rained  hard,  and  the 
night  was  very  dark^  bat  the  baggage  horfes  being 
heavy  and  moving  flov/ly,  he  came  up  to  them,  and 
having  kept  them  company  near  four  miles,  was  fo 
fpent  with  fatigue,  that  finding  no  other  expedient,  he 
reiblved  to  feize  the  bridle  of  the  horfe  on  which  the' 
khan  himfelf  was  mounted,  and  to  try  if  the  word  Shah 
had  any  magic  to  bring  him  to  that  fenfe  of  his  duty, 
which  neither  his  prom.ife  nor  the  dilates  of  humanity 
had  yet  produced-  Having  colleded  Ibme  broken 
words,  and  taken  the  Shah's  decree  out  of  his  pocket, 
he  advanced  towards  the  khan,  and  calling  him  by  his 
name,  he  halted.  Our  author's  lituation  pleaded  his 
caufe  without  the  affiiLance  of  many  words,  and  the 
khan  ordered  his  fecretary  to  take  him  up  behind  him. 

Thus  mounted,  he  went  on  (lowly  for  fome  miles, 
till  the  khan  ordered  a  horfe  loaded  with  baggage  to  be 
delivered,  for  v/hich  he  was  to  pay  50  crowns,  though 
it  was  too  dark  to  diicover  v/hether  it  was  a  horfe  or 
any  other  animal.  One  of  the  conductors  of  the  bag- 
gage had  compaiTion  on  the  Tartar  bey,  and  took  him 
up,  and  Mr.  Hogg  and  the  P^uffian  fervant  had  hither- 
to ftrength  to  walk :  but  at  length  Mr.  Hogg  com- 
plained that  he  could  go  no  farther,  on  which  Mr, 
Hanvvay  gave  him  the  horfe ;  but  was  fo  little  able  to 
walk,  that  he  was  loon  obliged  to  defire  him  to  dif- 
mount,  and  left  him  behind. 

The  khan's  appreheniions  of  the  Turkumans  carried 
him  on  from  feven  in  the  evening  till  the  fame  hour 
next  morning  i  v/hen  after  a  lliort  refrefnment,  he  con- 
tinued his  march  till  four  in  the  evening-.  The  dark- 
nefs  of  the  approaching  night  had  bet^n  increafecl  by 
continual  rain,  wliile  the  Vv'ind,  the  beating  of  the  w^aye^ 
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on  the  fliore,  and  the  apprehenfion  of  a  favage  enemy, 
added  horror  to  our  author's  fatigues. 

The  next  day  and  night  they  travelled  twenty  hours, 
and  at  length  halted  at  a  village  to  refrefh  themfelves, 
where  Mr.  Hanway  hired  a  barber  to  iliave  him,  who, 
being  aflced  if  he  knew  that  he  was  a  chriftian,  and 
confequently  unclean,  left  him  in  the  midft  of  his  v/ork. 
Our  author  could  hardly  forbear  laughing  at  the  figure 
he  made  en  this  occafion,  he  was  indeed  literally  un- 
clean, for  his  clothes  were  very  dirty,  they  not  having 
been  off  his  back  for  thirteen  days.  He  was  now 
obliged  to  forget  that  tendernefs  which  his  conflritution 
feemed  to  require  ;  and  to  lie  on  the  bare  earth,  though 
fometimes  he  had  the  fortune  to  procure  a  little  flraw. 
The  inroads  of  the  Cafpian  fea,  and  the  torrents  from 
the  mountains  had  formed  many  channels  of  water, 
fome  of  which  are  hardly  pailable.  The  north  wind 
alfo  made  fo  great  a  furge  on  the  fhore,  that  many 
horfes  belonging  to  thecompany  were  thrown  down  by 
its  violence,  and  their  riders  in  danger  of  being  drown- 
ed. Atlenofth  he  obtained  a  difcharsre  from  the  bas;- 
p-age  under  which  his  horfe  laboured,  but  he  found  him 
fo  weak  that  he  chole  to  trurc  to  his  own  legs  m  paf- 
fmg  thefe  char^nels,  where  he  feldom  clcaped  without 
being  w^et  to  the  maddle. 

in  the  evening  they  arrived  at  Efpuchin,  a  little  vil- 
lage on  the  fea  fhore,  fituated  in  a  very  marihy  wood 
abounding  in  ditches,  with  the  houfes  fcattered  in  a 
wild  irregular  manner.  Mr.  Hanv/ay  having  taken  a 
iodging,  refolved  to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  khan  5  but  the 
nignt  fuddenly  coming  on,  he  knew  not  which  way  to 
take,  (o  that  he  v/andered  a  confiderable  tim.e  among 
the  ditches  and  bogs.  After  being  extremely  fatigued 
and  perplexed,  he  cUfcovered  a  light,  made  up  to  it, 
and  obtained  the  information  he  wanted.  He  would 
now  have  gladly  cleaned  himfelf,  but  that  was  impoffi- 
ble ;  the  khan  feemed  extremely  furprifed  at  feeing 
him,  and  Mr.  Hanway  could  not  explain  to  him  the 
reafoa  of  fo  extraordinary   a  vifit;  but  defired  to  be 
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condu6led  to  his  own  lodgings.  The  moft  ftupid 
and  ungenerous  have  their  fits  of  benevolence ;  our 
author  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  vi6luals  fet  before  him, 
with  water  to  wafh,  and  a  pan  of  charcoal  to  warm 
him.  At  length  he  was  conducted  to  his  lodgings, 
where  he  found  his  Ruffian  fervant,  v/ho  had  fupported 
himfelf  under  his  fatigue,  and  being  extremely  faithful, 
had  been  in  the  utmoft  anxiety  on  his  mailer's  account. 

The  next  day  the  khan  having  made  a  forced  march 
thought  himfelf  out  of  danger  -,  for  Sadoc  Aga,  with  the 
Turkumans^  had  defifted  from  the  purfuit ;  the  khan 
therefore  gave  his  women  in  charge  to  Shahverdie  Beg, 
and  went  to  Tunicabune,  Shahverdie  Beg,  who  had 
before  fhewn  Mr.  Hanway  fome  inilances  of  his  good 
nature,  being  now  detached  from  the  khan,  treated 
him  with  greater  civility  i  but  having  no  conveniencies 
of  life  with  him,  no  more  than  related  to  his  own  per- 
fon,  he  could  fupply  him  with  nothi^ng  but  provifions. 
In  Perfia  it  is  not  cuflomary  for  any  man  in  travelling 
to  come  near  the  women,  except  their  lord,  or  his  fer- 
vants :  but  the  circumitances  they  were  in  prevented  a 
fcrupulous  regard  to  this  pra6lice,  and  Mr.  Hanway 
had  once  the  office,  which  is  not  the  mofl  dignified 
in  that  empire,  of  guarding  the  women  with  his  blun- 
derbufs.  The  roads  through  the  woods  were  ftill  very 
marlhy,  while  the  fand  on  the  iliore,  and  the  trees  which 
the  fea  had  wafhed  down,  render  travelling  very  difa- 
greeabie  -,  but  the  temperate  quality  of  the  air  was  ex- 
tremely refreihing.  Mr.  Hanway  now  firil  obferved 
the  delightful  fiLuation  of  many  receifes  in  the  moun- 
tains, where  they  have  plenty  of  fine  running  ftreams, 
with  a  profufion  of  vines,  orange  and  lemon-trees. 

In  twenty-three  days  fmce  the  city  of  Aftrabadwas 
taken  by  the  rebels,  Mr.  Hanway  had  not  enjoyed  an 
hour  of  fecurity  or  unbroken  Heep.  He  was  now  draw- 
ing near  to  Langarood,  which  he  had  left  feven  weeks 
before,  and  was  as  defirous  of  feeing  it  again,  as  if  it 
had  been  his  home ,  v/hen  Mr.  Elton,  being  informed 
that  he  was  on  the  road,  fent  Mr.  Loftus  his  interpre- 
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ter,  with  a  fervant  and  one  of  his  bell  horfes  to  meet 
him. 

Our  author,  on  his  arrival  at  Langarood,  was  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  Elton  wich  open  arms,  and  congratu- 
lated on  his  having  efcaped  with  his  hberty  and  life. 
His  legs  and  feet  were  much  fweikd  and  bruifed,  his 
boots  not  having  been  off  for  fixtv^en  days,  and  he  v/as 
obliged  to  flay  fomjc  time  to  provide  frefh  clothing,  he 
not  having  faved  any  part  of  what  he  carried  to  Af- 
ilrabad. 

Mr.  Han  way  having  informed  Mr.  Elton,  where  he 
had  left  Matteufe,  his  interpi-eter,  and  the  other  Ar- 
menian fervants,  with  Mr.  Hogg,  his  clerk,  whofe 
fituation,  he  was  afraid,  would  expofe  him  to  fome  mif- 
fortune  -,  Mr.  Elton  immediately  fent  fervants  and 
horfes  in  queft  of  him,  and  after  a  few  days  he  was 
brought  to  Langarood.  He  had  overtaken  Mahommed 
Khan,  who  had  provided  him  a  horfe,  for  which  he 
was  to  pay  a  confiderable  price,  though  the  beaft  fell 
under  him  before  he  had  advanced  tv^o  miles.  Mr. 
Hogg  now  feemed  like  a  m.an  expiring  in  a  confump- 
tion :  he  had  been  two  days  and  three  nights  expofed 
to  the  cold  and  rain  without  any  food  or  ilielter  -,  five 
timiCs  robbed,  and  at  lail  left  almofi:  naked,  and  being 
often  in  danger  of  his  life,  was  at  length  relieved  by 
the  charily  of  fome  dervifes,  whofe  retreat  in  the  moun- 
tains he  had  the  good  fortune  to  difcover.  But  Mat- 
teufe, and  the  other  Armenians  left  at  BalfruOi,  did 
not  come  home  till  three  weeks  after,  and  efcaped  thefe 
fevere  hardaiips.  At  that  town,  they  received  a  paiT- 
port  from  Sadcc  Aga,  under  his  feal,  the  pompous 
Ityle  of  which;  confidering  his  circumfcances,  may  give 
an  idea  of  the  idiom  of  the  oriental  languages,  as  well 
as  cf  Pcrfnm  folly.  '^^  To  the  vi61:oriou3  armies  be  it 
''  known,  that  MatLeufe  the  Armenian  is  here.  Let 
''  him  not  be  moieiled,  but  live  under  our  fhadow." 

Mr.  Hanway  now  took  leave  of  Mr.  Elton,  and  fet 
cut  for  Refiid.  Ele  foon  found,  that  though  Ghilan 
was  faid  to  have  fuffered  iefs  than  any  odier  province 
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of  Perfia  by  the  wars  and  cruelties  of  Nadir,  yet  the 
villages  were  in  a  ruinous  condition.  From  Langa- 
rood  to  Lahijan  is  feven  miles.  The  latter  being  fitu- 
ated  on  an  eminence,  is  efteemed  the  moft  healthy 
place  in  the  province  -,  for  here  the  mountains  open  a 
paflage  for  the  wind.  The  rains  had  filled  a  large  fpot 
of  ground,  and  formed  a  fquare  regular  piece  of  wa- 
ter, in  which  were  abundance  of  v/ild  fowl.  In  the 
centre  flood  a  grove  upon  a  rifmg  ground,  that  ferved 
to  beautify  the  profpecl,  and  render  it  as  delightful  as 
the  rudnefs  of  the  feafon  would  admit.  Here  he  was 
received  by  Hahdgee  Zamon,  Vv^ho  was  diftinguiilied 
for  his   good  fenfe,  as  well  as   his    authority  in  that 

place. 

The  Hahdgee*  complained  aloud  of  the  Shah's  cru- 
elty, and  of  the  inhumanity  of  thofe  employed  by  him. 
Supper  being  brought  in,  a  fervant  prefented  a  bafon 
of  water,  and  with  a  napkin  flung  over  his  Ihoulders, 
went  to  every  one  in  the  company,  and  poured  water 
on  their  hands  to  wafh.  A  large  falver,  in  the  form 
of  a  tea-board,  was  fet  before  every  perfon,  covered 
with  a  plate  of  pleo,  on  which  was  a  fmall  quantity  of 
minced  meat  mixed  up  with  fruits  and  fpices.  There 
were  alfo  plates  of  comfits,  feveral  china  bafons  of  fher- 
bets,  as  fweet,  four  and  other  waters,  with  cakes  of 
rice,  and  others  of  wheat  fiour,  on  which  wxre  fprink- 
led  the  feed  of  poppies,  and  others  of  the  like  nature. 
As  they  eflieem  it  an  abomination  to  cut  any  kind  of 
bread  or  meat,  after  it  is  dreffed,  thefe  cakes  are  made 
thin,  that  they  may  be  eafily  broken  with  the  hand, 
and  their  meat,  which  is  generally  mutton  or  fowls,  is 
lb  prepared,  that  they  divide  it  with  their  fingers. 
When  every  thing  is  fet  in  order  before  them,  they  eat 
faft,  and  v/ithout  any  ceremony,  with  their  fingers, 
ereafino-  their  hands  and  fmearing  their  beards. 

Supper  w^as  no  fooner  over,  than  warm  water  was 
brought  to  wafh,  v/hich  being  done,  they  refumed  their 

*  This  title  is  given  to  all  who  have  gone  in  pilgrimage  to  Mecca. 
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difcourfe.  And  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  when  the 
oldell  man  in  the  company  fpeaks,  though  he  be  poor, 
f.nd  fits  at  the  lower  end  of  the  room,  all  the  rell  pay 
a  ftrift  attention  to  what  he  fays. 

The  company  retired  foon  after  fupper,  and  beds 
were  taken  out  of  niches  made  in  the  wall  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  laid  on  the  carpets.  They  confifced  of  only 
two  thick  cotton  quilts,  one  of  which  was  folded 
double,  and  ferved  as  a  mattrafs,  and  the  other  as  a 
covering,  with  a  large  flat  pillow  for  the  head.  They 
ufually  (leep  in  their  under  garment  and  drawers  :  but 
the  princes  and  other  great  men  ufe  fheets,  and  other 
delicate  appurtenances  of  a  bed,  though  with  lefs  pa- 
rade than  is  pradtifed  in  Europe  j  nor  do  they  crowd 
their  apartments  with  fuperfluous  furniture. 

On  the  1 8th,  Mr.  Han  way  fet  forward  for  Refhd, 
well  pleafed  with  his  laib  night's  entertainment,  and  the 
next  day  arrived  at  that  city,  where  he  was  vifited  by 
two  Engiifn  gentlemen  who  refided  there,  from  whom 
he  received  great  marks  of  friendfhip.  He  had  alfo  a 
vifit  from  three  French  miffionaries,  who  were  fenfible 
polite  men.  On  the  20th,  Mr.  Hanway  paid  a  vifit  to 
Ordo  Kouli  Beg,  governor  of  the  province,  who  was 
an  old  man,  and  received  him  with  great  civihty.  As 
the  cuP-oms  of  Europe  are  known  in  this  province,  he 
immediately  ordered  a  chair  to  be  fet  for  him.  The 
apartment  was  full  of  people  feated  on  felts  of  camels 
hair,  fpread  round  the  fquares  of  the  floor,  the  fervants 
and  foldiers  flianding  in  the  area  below.  After  fome 
converfation,  in  which  our  author  related  the  misfor- 
tunes that  had  befallen  him,  he  took  his  leave. 

He  here  provided  clothes,  bedding,  kitchen  furni- 
ture, tents,  mules,  and  horfes,  as  well  as  fabres  and 
firelocks  for  his  five  attendants,  upon  which  occafion 
he  found  that  large  mules  are  as  dear  there  as  they  are 
in  Portugal,  where  one  coR:  him  62I.  los.  but  they 
are  incomparably  the  mofl;  ufefui  animals  in  rocky 
countries,  being  very  fure-footed,  and  able  to  carry 
great  burthens  for  long  journeys.     In  the  neighbour- 
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kood  of  Reflidj  are  fields  of  rice,  and  plantations  of 
-mulberry-trees :  fome  of  the  mountains  arc  covered 
with  cyprefs-trees>  and  others  are  compofed  of  naked 
rocks  piled  upon  each  other  to  a  great  height,  while 
the  valleys  are  interfperfed  with  villages,  lawns,  and 
arable  lands. 

On  the  26th,  he  purfued  his  journey,  and  the  next 
day  reached  Roodbar,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Kizi- 
lazan,  where  the  country  is  covered  vv'ith  olive,  orange, 
and  other  trees. 

On  the  firfl  of  March,  he  travelled  three  farfangs, 
or  twelve  miles,  over  the  mountains,  and  at  length 
came  to  the  great  plain  of  Caihin,  then  covered  three- 
feet  deep  with  fnow,  which  remedied  fuch  brightnefs 
from  the  rays  of  the  fun,  as  to  be  extremely  painful  to 
the  eyes.  The  little  villages  on  this  plain  are  built  fo 
that  half  the  houfes  are  under  the  furface  of  the  earth, 
and  the  tops  of  them  formed  into  a  cone,  the  better  to 
carry  off  the  fnow.  He  that  niglit  took  up  his  lodg- 
ings in  a  ruined  ftable,  and  the  next  day  {et  out  before 
fun-rife,  to  avoid  the  danger  of  being  blinded,  as  well 
as  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  a  firmer  road. 

On  his  arrival  at  Calbin,  he  paid  his  compliments 
to  Hahdgee  Abdulcrim,  the  greateil  merchant  in  the 
place,  who  provided  him  a  handfome  hoitfe  near  his 
own,  and  told  him,  that  it  was  impolTible  at  that  time 
to  proceed  on  his  journey  on  account  of  the  fnow. 

The  houies  here  are  generally  quite  below  the  fur- 
face  of  the  earth,  as  are  many  of  the  gardens  below  the 
level  of  the  adjacent  lands,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  con- 
venience of  water :  for  inilead  of  bringing  water  to 
their  houfes,  as  we  do,  they  level  their  habitations  to 
the  water.  They  in  general  build  with  bricks  dried 
in  the  fun,  and  their  cement  is  a  flrong  lime.  Their 
roofs  are  flat,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  ileeo  on  the 
houfe  top.  Thefe  buildings  are  inclofed  with  a  mud 
wall :  they  confiil  of  rwo  divifions ;  the  outer  one 
ftands  in  a  large  area,  andis  a  Ipacious  room  called  the- 
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Aviam,  one  fide  of  which  is  open  and  fupported  with 
pillars  :  they  here  difpatch  their  bufmefs,  and  eat,  wheo. 
they  do  not  retire  to  the  womens'  apartment.  Niches 
in  the  wall  fupply  the  place  of  tables ;  the  floors  are 
covered  with  large  carpets i  on  the  fides  of  the  room 
hang  felts  about  a  yard  broad,  and  two  or  three  yards 
long,  made  with  either  wool  or  camels  hair  very  foft, 
and  ufed  to  lit  upon.  In  the  wings  of  this  apartment 
are  fmall  rooms  for  lodging,  and  in  the  yard  are  the  fer- 
vants  rooms,  and  the  llabies.  Behind  the fe  is  another 
building  inclofed  by  a  wail :  this  is  the  haram,  or  v/o- 
men's  apartments,  into  w^hich  no  man  enters  except 
the  maflier  of  the  houfe. 

On  the  third  of  March,  Mr.  Hanway  vifited  the 
hahdgee,  who  entertained  him  at  dinner  wath  milk  dif- 
ferently prepared,  cheefe  fomewhai  like  our  curds, 
comfits  and  cakes  of  bread.  They  here  make  but  two 
meals  a  day,  the  mioit  confiderable  of  which  is  in  the 
evening.  The  hahdgee  enquired  how  he  liked  Perfia, 
and  on  Mr.  Hanway's  mentioning  the  ufage  he  had  met 
with  at  Afbrabad,  he  afTured  him,  that  the  Shah  would 
do  him  juftice ;  but  complained  of  the  poverty  and  mi- 
fery  to  vvhich  the  people  were  reduced,  and  then  added, 
*'  Caibin  had  12,000  houfes  inhabited,  and  now  it 
*'  has  only  11005  fee  from  this  eminence,  how  this 
"  poor  city  is  in  ruins !  nor  is  Ifpahan  much  better  j 
"  that  city  had  formerly  100,000  houfes,  many  of  them 
''  not  much  inferior  in  fplendor  to  the  royal  palace, 
"  which  is  the  glory  of  the  world  :  but  1  am  aifured;. 
'^  that  only  5,000  houfes  are  now  inhabited.  Alas  \ 
*'  Sir,  you  know  not  to  what  miifery  we  are  reduced." 
To  this  Mr.  Hanway  replied,  "  I  am  very  forry  to  hear 
"  your  complaints,  and  to  fee  fo  much  rcafon  for  them ; 
^'  for  Caibin  indeed  appears  in  ruins.  When  your 
"  fovereign  has  accomplifhed  his  defgns,  furely  he 
''  will  change  his  fyfcem  :  he  can  never  mean  to  de- 
"  flroy  the  people  i  for  that  vv'ould  be  in  effecl:  to  de- 
^'  Itroy  himfeif." 
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Mr,  Hanway  foon  after  taking  his  leave^  went  to 
fee  the  new  palace  built  by  Nadir  Shah  in  that  city^ 
adjoining  to  the  old  one.  Before  the  entrance  is  an 
a\^enue  of  lofty  trees,  three  hundred  yards  long,  and 
fii\ecn  or  twenty  broad.  It  is  encompaffed  by  a  thick 
and  lofty  wall,  about  an  Englifh  mile  and  a  half  in  cir- 
cumference, with  only  one  entrance,  which  is  an  arched 
gate.  Within  it,  are  four  large  fquares,  adorned  with 
lofty  trees,  fountains,  and  running  water.  The  apart- 
ments are  raifed  about  fix  feet  from  the  ground  ^  the 
Aviam,  or  open  hail,  is  in  the  centre,  and  ihuts  in 
with  folding  doors.  The  rooms  are  ornamented  in  the 
Indian  tafte,  and  the  ceilings  formed  into  fmall  Iquares, 
em.beiiifned  with  moral  fentences  in  very  legible  cha- 
ra6lers.  Moil  of  the  windows  are  of  painted  glafs,  in 
which  the  figures  are  drawn  in  their  proper  iliades,  and 
executed  with  great  art  i  but  many  of  the  floors  are 
only  formed  of  hard  earth,  and  others  of  a  compofi- 
tion  of  beaten  done  :  thefe  defedts,  are,  however,  con- 
cealed by  the  conftant  ufe  of  carpets. 

The  haram  makes  a  magnificent  appearance ;  it  con- 
fifls  of  a  fquare  within  its  own  wall,  which  is  of  brick 
about  thirty  feet  high,  and  two  and  a  half  thick  ;  there 
are  four  diilind:  apartments,  in  fome  of  v/hich  are 
fountains,  that  ferve  to  moderate  the  heat  of  ium- 
mer,  by  giving  the  air  a  refrefliing  coolnefs.  The 
rooms  arc  lined  with  fliucco,  coloured  in  the  Indian 
talte,  with  birds  and  flowers  painted  with  the  moft  beau- 
tiful colours,  and  adorned  v/ith  gilt  edgings  -,  but  the 
chimney-pieces  are  in  a  mean  tafte,  and  fome  are  or- 
aamented  with  iooking-glaires  in  fmall  fquares  of  dif- 
ferent dimenfions  kt  into  the  walls.  There  are  a  few 
rooms  under  ground,  admirably  contrived  for  cool- 
nefs. Near  the  haram  is  the  eunuch's  apartment,  re- 
markable only  for  its  having  but  one  door,  and  that  a 
very  ftrong  one.  Here  are  likewife  fome  old  apart- 
ments built  by  Shah  Abas,  in  which  are  fome  bad 
paintings,  done  by  European  painters :  the  Perfians 
themfelves  are  as  ij^norant  of  fliades  as  the  Chineie. 
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The  city  of  Cafbin  is  inclofed  by  a  wail  above  a  mile 
in  each  fquare,  that  has  a  great  number  of  turrets  and 
port-holes  for  arrows.  It  is  famous  in  hiftory  for  being 
one  of  the  chief  cities  of  the  ancient  Parthia,  the  refi- 
dence  of  many  o'f  the  Perfian  kings,  and  the  burial- 
place  of  Heph^ilion,  the  favourite  of  Alexander  the 
Great. 

Mr.  Hanway,  before  his  departure,  rode  to  fee  every 
thing  v/orth  notice,  and  in  particular  went  to  the  mar- 
ket-place, which  had  once  made  a  ccnfiderable  figure  5 
three  parts  of  it  were  now  in  ruins  -,  and  old  women 
appeared  in  the  fnops,  which  in  former  times  was  not 
pradifed.  Here  is  a  famous  caravanfera,  with  a  large 
entrance,  and  a  m.agnificent  dome  -,  it  has  a  great  Iquare 
furrounded  with  piazzas,  v^ithin  v/hich  are  lodgings 
and  aDartmicnts  for  the  reception  of  mierchandife  i  this 
edifice  coft  27,000  crowns. 

On  the  nth  of  March,  the  weather  being  warm, 
and  great  part  of  the  fnow  nicked,  Mr.  Hanway  fet 
out  with  a  caravan,  in  which  five  hundred  thoufand 
crowns  were  to  be  carried  to  Shiras,  under  a  guard 
of  800  Afghans.  As  he  travelled  on,  hardly  any  thing 
took  his  fight  but  the  ruins  of  tomans  and  villages  -,  the 
richnefs  of  the  foil,  and  the  foftnefs  of  the  climate,  ren- 
dering this  piolped;  fo  much  the  more  lamentable. 
This  country  abounds  v/ith  elks,  which  feem  to  be  as 
fleet  as  birds,  for  none  of  the  horfes  could  reach  them. 
The  fkeletons  of  feveral  cam.els  were  lying  near  the 
road,  the  flcfh  of  which  had  been  confumed  by  wolves; 
for  the  camel  is  but  ill  qualified  to  travel  upon  the  fnow 
or  wet  oround  ,  the  breadth  wdth  which  they  carry 
their  legs,  when  they  flip,  often  occafions  their  fplitting 
themfeives :  fo  that  v/hen  they  fall  with  great  burthens, 
they  feldom  rife  again.  They  are  moft  ufeful  in  de- 
farts  and  plain  dry  countries,  and  will  travel  two  or 
three  days  with  little  or  no  water. 

Mr.  Hanway  at  length  found,  that  ail  his  Perfian 
feilov^-traveilers  were  in  the  cullody  of  a  meffenger, 
^nd  took  particular  notice  of  one   of  them  who  was  n 
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Ballouche,  one  of  the  tribes  in  the  eafrern  parts  of  Per- 
fia,  who  are  almoil  black:  he  was  well  mounted,  armed^ 
and  attended ;  but  in  debt  to  almoil  every  one  in  the 
company,  who  apprehending  him.  to  be  in  no  fmail 
dang-er  of  his  life  from  the  relentment  of  the  Shah,  de- 
manded  his  horfe  and  arms  in  payment.  He  gave  them 
a  fiiver  caallean  gilt,  his  bow  and  arrows,  the  quiver 
of  which  was  covered  with  black  velvet,  and  ftudded 
with  gold  nails.  Though  this  man's  annual  appoint- 
ment did  not  exceed  250  crov/ns,  and  he  had  no  other 
revenue  -,  yet  the  value  of  his  horfes,  miules,  and  their 
appurtenances,  was  not  lefs  than  1000  crov/ns.  Hq 
was  very  communicative,  and  finding  Mr.  Hanway, 
an  European,  he  fpoke  without  reierve  :  '*^  I  am,  faid 
"  he,  come  fromi  Ifpahan,  v/here  I  have  been  two 
"  years  raifmg  forces  for  the  Shah,  and  have  pro- 
^^  cured  him  2000  men;  loco  is  the  uiual  number 
"  which  he  annually  draws  from  that  city.  In  return, 
*^  he  has  lately  taken  from  me  4000  crowns,  and  I  am 
^^-  novs^  under  the  dread  of  fome  other  ad:  of  violence. 
*^  It  is  no  unufal  thing  v/ith  my  rnarter,  to  fend  for  a 
"  man  in  order  to  furangle  him ;  and  for  my  part  I 
^^  fiiould  be  ffjad  to  compound  for  a  fevere  beatino;." 
He  endeavoured  to  learn  by  heart,  a  prayer,  which  if 
repeated  rig-ht  in  the  prefence  of  the  Shah,  he  faid, 
would  divert  his  wrath  3  but  if  falfeiy,  increafe  it.  He 
talked  of  the  force  of  w^ords,  and  the  pov/erof  the  Al- 
mighty ;  he  alfo  had  another  fpell,  v/hich  was  the  re- 
petition often  particular  letters  of  the  alphabet,  as  he 
entered  the  royal  tent  clofmg  a  figure  at  each,  and 
keeping  his  fill  clenched  till  he  came  before  the  throne; 
when  he  v/as  fuddenly  to  open  his  hands,  and  by  the 
difcharge  of  his  magic  artillery  to  fubdue  the  king's 
wrath. 

'Tis  indeed  amazing  to  fee  in  hov/  many  inftances  the 
Perfians  dem.onllrate  the  higheft  fuperftition.  The 
hands  v/ith  the  lingers  interchanged,  and  fome  parti- 
cular pofture  of  the  body,  are  confidered  as  full  of 
magic  pov/er.  Sneezing  they  hold  a  mofc  happy  omen ; 
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and  they  fancy  that  the  meteors  that  refemble  failing 
llarS;,  are  the  blows  of  the  angels  on  the  heads  of  the 
devils.  Cats  are  held  in  great  efteem,  but  dogs  in 
abomination,  fo  that  they  are  never  permitted  to  come 
into  any  room,  though  they  fome times  ufe  them  at 
their  diverfions.  The  Turks  are  not  behind  them  in 
their  folly.  In  the  reign  of  Shah  Abas,  the  Grand 
Signior  fent  to  that  prince  to  defire,  that  as  none  but 
their  prophet,  -and  his  children,  had  been  dreiied  in 
green,  none  of  his  fabje6ts  might  be  permitted  to  wear 
that  colour,  efpecially  in  ftockings.  To  this  Shah 
Abas,  who  was  a  man  of  underftanding,  made  anfwer, 
that  if  the  Grand  Signior  would  prevent  the  dogs  pif- 
ling  in  the  grafs  in  Tukey,  he  would  comply  with  the 
requeil. 

On  the  17th,  they  arrived  about  noon  at  a  fmall  vil- 
lage, where  an  advanced  guard  of  the  army  was  pofted 
to  protect  the  villages,  as  is  cuftomary  when  the  camp 
is  near.  The  commander  of  the  forces  declared  that 
he  could  not  find  quarters  for  the  Perfians  in  Mr. 
Hanway's  company,  and  infifted  upon  tiieir  going 
dircdly  to  the  camp,  but  on  their  declaring  that 
they  had  paid  for  every  thing  they  had  upon  the  road, 
and  that  they  were  alfo  charged  with  the  care  of  Mr. 
Han  way,  they  were  fuffered  to  enter  the  village. 

The  fears  of  the  Perfian  convoy  increafed  as  they 
approached  nearer  the  camp,  and  the  next  day  they 
took  their  leave  of  our  author  with  forrowful  counten- 
ances, demanding  of  their  condudlor  why  he  hailcned 
them :  '^  Doft  thou  know,  faid  one  of  them,  that  to 
^"^  condemned  perfons  every  hour  of  life  is  of  great 
*^  moment?"  Our  author  now  fent  his  interpre- 
ter to  the  Shah's  mdnifler  appointed  for  the  recep- 
tion of  frrangers,  to  enquire  where  he  fhould  pitch  his. 
tent :  but  though  they  were  fo  very  near  the  Shah, 
fome  of  the  fokiiers  in  this  village  did  not  refrain  from 
calling  him  rafcal  in  plain  terms.  On  the  2Cth  he  fet 
out  for  the  camp,  and  having  entered  it,  pitched  his 
tent  near  the  royal  flandard. 
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Our  author  had  now  the  fatisfadlion  of  learning  that 
the  rebelUon  at  Aftrabad  was  fupprelTed  -,  but  he  had 
Icarcely  fixed  his  tent,  when  an  accident  had  hke  to 
have  deprived  him  of  his  life  3  for  his  greater  fecurity 
he  had  caufed  his  tire  arms  to  be  placed  on  the  back 
part  of  the  tent,  and  was  walking  in  a  penilve  manner, 
when  one  of  the  fervants  moving  a  piece,  it  went  off, 
and  he  narrov/ly  efcaped  being  iliot.  He  was  extreme- 
ly alarmed  left  the  report  of  the  muiket,  fo  near  the 
royal  pavilion,  fnould  have  given  oftencei  his  own  be- 
ing of  cotton,  was  fet  on  fires  but  it  was  foon  extin- 
guiflied,  and  this  accident  was  happily  attended  with 
no  other  confequence. 

He  immediately  waited  on  Muftapha  Khan,  who  re- 
ceived him  with  great  profeffions  of  kindnefs,  oblicred 
him  to  dine  w4th  him,  and  alTured  him  that  iuilice 
fhould  be  done  him.  In  the  mean  while  he  delivered 
his  petition  to  the  chancery  j  and  was  told  that  it  was 
believed  his  majefty  would  pardon  the  Perfians,  in 
w^hofe  company  he  came  to  Caibin,  merely  to  do  him 
honour. 

The  Shah  pafflng  from  his  haram  to  his  tent  of  audi- 
ence, gave  Mr.  Hanway  an  opportunity  of  feeing  him; 
he  was  plainly  drelTedj  except  in  precious  ftones.  Some 
days  after,  the  royal  ftandard  being  taken  dov/n,  as  a 
fignal  for  iiriking  the  tents,  the  army  decamped,  march- 
ing about  two  leagues  and  a  half  north-eaft,  where 
another  tent  being  prepared  for  the  Shah,  Mr.  Han- 
way pitched  his  in  company  with  the  whole  camp.  In 
marching,  the  greateft  part  of  the  army  kept  in  a  col- 
lefted,  but  irregular  body:  the  followers  of  the  camp 
covered  feverai  miles.  The  elephants  and  cam.els  were 
employed  only  in  carrying  great  burdens :  the  laft  are 
of  feverai  kinds,  but  the  moil  ferviceable  are  thofe 
with  two  bunches  on  their  backs. 

Mr.  Hanv/ay  having  delivered  the  bill  he  had  receiv- 
ed from  Mahommed  HafTan,  the  chief  of  the  rebellion 
at  Aftrabad,  to  the  amount  of  his  lofs,  received  a  de- 
cree, by  which  it  v/as  ordered,  that  he  iiiould  s;ive  the 
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particulars  of  his  lofs  in  writing  to  Behbud  Khan,  the 
Shah's  general  in  Aflrabadj  who  had  orders  to  deliver 
to  him  whatever  part  of  the  goods  might  poffibiy  be 
found,  and  to  pay  the  deficiency  out  of  the  iequeftered 
eftates  of  the  rebels  without  delay  to  the  laft  penny. 
This  was  not  quite  what  Mr.  Flanv/ay  wiiliedfor,  be- 
caufe  it  laid  him  under  the  necelTity  of  returning  to 
Aftrabad. 

Being  nov/  eafy  on  the  fubjeft  of  his  lofs,  he  rode 
through  the  Perfian  camp  attended  by  his  interpreter 
and  another  perfon,  and  informicd  himfelf  of  every 
particular  relating  to  it.  The  tents  of  the  minifters  and 
officers  were  placed  in  the  front,  near  that  of  the  Shah, 
that  they  might  always  be  near  him.  The  quarter  al- 
lotted for  his  tents  was  very  large  -,  before  it  was  an 
avenue,  one  fide  of  which  confifled  of  a  line  of  uniform 
tents,  ferving  for  guard-rooms,  and  on  the  other  were 
the  tents  in  which  the  affairs  of  the  chancery,  and  other 
public  concers,  were  tranfa6led.  The  pavilion,  in 
which  the  Shah  ufually  fat  to  give  audience,  was  placed 
about  2CO  yards  behind  this  avenue.  It  was  an  oblong, 
fupported  by  three  poles,  adorned  at  the  top  with  gilt 
balls.  The  coverins;  was  of  brick-coloured  cotton 
cloth,  and  the  lining  of  clouded  filk.  It  had  no  ap- 
pearance of  magnificence,  and  the  front  was  always 
open  even  in  the  v/orfc  weather  ^  but  when  it  was  very 
cold  feveral  pots  cf  charcoal  were  placed  in  the  mid- 
dle. The  floor  w^as  covered  with  carpets,  and  the  Shah 
fat  crofs-legged,  feme  times  upon  thefe,  and  at  others 
on  a  fopba.  The  back  part  of  the  tent  was  divided 
into  fmall  apartm.ents,  and  on  each  fide  was  a  kind  of 
ally,  through  which  the  attendants  might  walk  round. 
At  a  confiderable  diftance  behind  were  Shah's  private 
tents,  to  fome  of  which  he  retired  at  his  meals.  Al- 
mofl  contiguous  to  thefe  were  the  tents  of  the  Shah's 
ladies,  which  had  feveral  curtains  that  formed  feparate 
apartments  one  within  another.  The  boundaries  of  the 
Shah's  quarter  were  occupied  by  his  eunuchs  and  fe- 
male   flaves,  and  almofl  his   whole  circuit,  efpecially 
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tovx^ards  the  refidence  of  the  women,  was  furround-= 
ed  by  a  firong  fence  of  net-work,  round  which  patroli^ 
ed  the  night  guard,  Vv'ho  feverely  punilhed  all  intru- 
ders. 

The  camp  market  begins  at  the  end  c£  the  fquare 
fronting  the  guard  rooms,  and  is  about  half  a  mile  long. 
It  confifis  of  tents  on  each  fide  like  a  ftreet,  fupplied 
with  a  variety  of  provi(i.ons,  apparel,  horfe  furniture^ 
and  other  neceiTaries,  which  are  brought  thkher  for 
fale.  The  ofiicer  who  has  the  care  of  this  market, 
rides  up  and  down  to  keep  order,  and  when  any  dif- 
putes  arife,  the  contending  parties  are  brought  be- 
fore the  fuperintendant  of  the  market,  who  acquir-es  a 
confiderabie  income  from  rents,  fees,  prefents,  and 
extortions.  Many  of  the  fhopkeepers  are  little  better 
than  common  futtlers*  The  s;reat  dealers  are  under  the 
protedtion  of  fomeof  the  courtiers,  who  are  thcrnfelves 
the  principal  traders  in  flour  and  rice.  As  thefe  great 
men  have  many  fupernumerary  fervants,  camels  and 
mules,  they  fend  them  to  diftanc  provinces  for  rice, 
which  they  bring  to  the  camp  for  fale,  and  make  vaft 
profits  of  it.  The  fhopkeepers  who  prefume  to  inter- 
fere whith  them!  in  this  branch  of  trade  are  generally 
marked  out  for  de(lru6l:ion. 

T  he  regimental  colours  are  a  narrow  flip  of  iilk 
floped  to  the  point,  fome  red,  fome  white,  and  fjme 
iiriped.  Several  hours  before  the  moving  of  the  camp 
one  of  the  ftandards  was  taken  down  by  way  of  fi<^n al^ 
and  carried  to  the  place  where  the  new  camp  was  to 
be  pitched.  The  bulk  of  the  army  often  moved  an 
hour  or  two  before  the  Shah ;  for  in  removing  from  one 
camp  to  another,  he  fometimics  galiopped  the  whole  way. 

Nadir  had  about  fixty  wowen,  and  nearly  as  many 
eunuchs,  vv^ho  generally  rode  near  his  perfon  and  kept 
pace  wich  him.  Before  him  went  his  running  foocm_en, 
preceded  by  the  chanters  -,  and  before  them  the  watch 
guard.  Thefe  fpread  a  mile  or  two,  and  gave  notice 
of  the  Shah's    approach,    by   crying   out,  Yertie,  of 
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make  way :    but  when  they  met  with  people  in  their 
route,  rivers^  precipices,  and  rocks  were  no  excufe, 
they  drove   at  them  with   their  maces,  and  made  ail 
before  them  fly  at  their  approach*  This  was  only  when 
he  travelled  with  his  women ;   for  when  he   travelled 
without  them,  people  were  permitted  to  comiC  nearer. 
His  ladies,  and  indeed  other  ladies  of  diftin6t:ion,  when  in 
Nadir's  company,  rode  on  white  horfes,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  men;  but  at  other  times  were  carried  on 
camels  feated  in  machines  refembling  a  covered  wag- 
pon,  hung  like  panniers  over  a  pack-faddle,  and  en- 
tirelv  concealed   under  a  coverins;  of  crimfon  cloth. 
Ordinary  women  rode  on  horfes  and  mules,  and  mixed 
am.ong  the  crowd,    had  a  linen   veil  over  their   faces, 
and  wore    great  coats,  like    men  3    but   the    veils   of 
the  pooreft  covered  their  whole  bodies.     The  Uibeck 
Tartar  women  v/ere  not  fo   fcrupulous  about  hiding 
their  faces  as  the  Perfians.     The  femialcs  in  the  camp, 
except  when  on  defperate  enterprifes,  are  about  one  to 
ten  males. 

Nadir  had  four  com.plcte  fets  of  horfe  furniture,  one 
mounted  with  pearls,  another  with  rubies,  a  third  with 
emeralds,  and  a  fourth  with  diamonds  of  a  prodigious 
fize,  mxany  of  them  being  of  the  bignefs  of  a  pigeon's 
egg.  Mr.  Hanway  was  equally  iiirprifed  at  their  im- 
menfe  value,  and  the  barbarous  tafte  in  which  they 
were  ftt.  In  a  viiit  they  made  to  Muftapha  Khan  he 
mentioned  to  him  the  prodigious  value  of  the  Shah's 
horfe  furniture,  and  obferved  that  the  jewels  in  Europe 
appear  incomparably  brighter  and  neater  fet,  and  that 
if  his  majefcy  would  trufl  him  with  one  of  thofe  bridles, 
he  would  procure  a  complete  fet  of  horfe  furniture  to 
be  m^ade  in  Europe,  which  fhould  exceed  any  thing 
that  had  yet  appeared  in  the  world :  but  the  khan  re- 
plied, "  My  mafter  has  not  patience  enough  to  wait 
''  'till  it  could  be  finifhed." 

The  officers  and  even  the  foldiers  of  rank,  had  the 
bridles  of  their  horfes  mounted  with  filver  with  a  mane 
piece  of  plate;^  and  an  ornam.entai  chain  i  likewife  the 
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fwordj  belts,  and  leathern  accoutrements  were  mount- 
ed with  the  fame  metal.  The  handles  of  their  battle- 
axes  were  generally  ftudded  or  covered  with  thin  filver 
plates.  In  their  faOies  about  their  waiil  they  wore  a 
knrfe,  the  handle  and  cafe  of  v/hich  w^ere  covered  with 
fiiver.  Some  officers  and  perfons  of  diftinction  were 
obliged  to  wear  gold  cafed  knives,  and  fome  of  their 
great  men  had  fiiver  ftirrups.  Thus  Nadir  endeavour- 
ed to  keep  them  dependant,  by  obliging  them  to  ex- 
pend their  money  in  articles  of  vanity. 

The  refped  fnewn  Mr.  Hanway  by  Muftapha  Khan, 
who  was  confidered  as  the  moil  upright  man  in  the 
Perfian  court,  induced  that  gentleman  to  make  him  a 
prefent  of  a  gold  repeating  watch,  v/ith  fome  fine  cloth 
and  rich  filk:  this  he  feemecl  unwilling  to  receive  ;  but 
Mr.  Hanway  infifting  on  his  accepting  it  as  a  mark  of  his 
gratitude,  he  prefented  him  in  return  fome  jewels  v/hich 
had  once  adorned  the  cap  of  fome  unhappy  Indian.  The 
principal  jev/cl  coniiiled  of  a  large  fapphire  fet  in  gold, 
and  encompaffed  With  diamonds  5  but  thefe  lafl;  were 
fmall,  and  bored  through  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
Afiatics  fpoil  their  precious  ftones  ;  the  reverfe  of  this 
place  was  enamelled  with  flowers. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  Mr.  Hanway  fet  out  from 
the  camp,  and  befides  his  other  attendants,  had  two 
foldiers  given  him  by  Muftapha  Khan  for  his  guard. 
Though  he  now  took  a  different  road  from  that  he 
paiTed  before,  he  had  every  where  the  melancholy  pro- 
fpe6l  of  vail  trails  of  excellent  arable  land,  lying  vvafte 
in  one  of  the  fineil  climates  in  the  world  :  the  houfes 
of  the  deferted  villages  fupplied  only  fuel,  and  he  faw 
feyeral  maroders  pulling  them  down  for  that  purpofe. 
The  next  day  he  |)alled  through  a  ruined  village,  co- 
vered on  the  oppofite  fide  with  an  inacceilibie  moun- 
tain :  he  here  difcovered  five  perfons,  who,  as  he  ap- 
proached ran  to  their  horfcs,  which  were  ready  faddled 
and  tied  to  trees.  Thefe  fellows  took  to  their  arms  as 
if  they  meant  to  attack  hirn,  while  he  prepared  for  his 
cicience  ;  but  liis  two  foldiers  fectaed  to  have  his  pre- 
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fervation  fo  little  at  lieart,  that  they  loitered  behind,, 
^nd  entered  into  a  parley  with  them.  This  gave  our 
author  lome  uneafinelsj  and  induced  him  to  flop  upon 
an  eminence,  attended  by  one  fervant,  to  fee  the  ililie 
CI  their  conference,  v/hile  the  reft  of  his  company 
v/ere  gone  forward ,  but  his  interpreter  foon  rode  back 
full  fpeed,  and  blaming  him  for  ftaying  behind,  de- 
clared, that  if  they  did  not  keep  together  they  might 
^11  be  cut  off  3  for  he  had  difcovered,  that  fjur  of  thofe 
men  were  gene  round  the  hill,  while  one  kept  the  fol- 
diers  in  talk.  His  fears  were  not  without  foundation; 
for  tlit  foldiers,  who  foon  came  up,  had  purchafed  a 
icolen  horfc  of  thefe  robbers,  who  acknowledged,  that 
the  reputation  the  Europeans  had  acquired  for  their 
dexterity  in  the  ufe  of  fire-armis,  had  been  their  great- 
eft  fecurity, 

On  the  29th,  they  afcended  the  mountain,  and  had 
no  looner  reached  the  fummit,  than  they  found  the  air 
fo  extremely  raritied,  and  the  v/md  fo  piercing,  that  it 
was  v/ith  diiiiculty  they  drew  their  breath.  In  the  val- 
lev,  they  found  a  very  different  climiate,  and  Abar  ap^ 
pearcd  before  them  in  a  delightful  iituation. 

This  city,  however,  was  much  in  the  fame  rircum-  ^ 
fiances  as  the  others,  and  it  was  not  without  difficulty 
they  obtained  a  lodging.  The  mountains,  over  which 
lay  their  direcl  road,  being  f.iil  covered  over  with 
fnow,  they  were  under  the  neceiBty  of  going  near  three 
leagues  about  j  and  in  the  fpace  of  four  leagues  the 
road  was  fo  formed,  that  they  were  obliged  to  pafs  a 
branch  of  the  Kizilazan  fixty-five  times ;  one  of  the 
company  having  the  curiofity  to  count  them.  This 
river  was  about  thirty  feet  wide,  and  two  or  three  deepi 
the  ilream  was  rapid,  and  the  bottom  covered  with 
rocks  and  fcones.  After  a  journey  of  ten  hours,  they 
arrived  at  a  defolate  caravanfera,  where  they  found  no- 
th>ing  but  v/ater ;  they  had,  however,  provided  them-^ 
felves  at  a  village  on  the  road,  where  the  inhabitants 
had  entertained  them  with  great  hofpitality. 
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On  the  jiftj  they  travelled  near  ten  hours  without 
finding  any  provifions^  and  on  their  approaching  the 
mountains  that  cover  Ghilan,  they  found  the  reflediion 
of  the  fun  fo  ftrong,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  they 
defended  themfelves  from  the  fcorching  heat.  At 
length  their  drooping  fpirits,  almoil  exhaufted  with 
fatigue  and  hunger,  were  fupported  by  the  fight  of 
Arfevilj  a  fmali  village ;  but  they  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  find  only  one  narrow  padi  to  it^  that  was  fenced 
up  with  large  fir-trees  and  a  great  bank  of  earth.  This 
raifed  a  fufpicion  that  the  village  was  in  a  flate  of  re- 
bellion, and  that  it  might  be  dangerous  to  force  their 
way  into  it :  ncceffity,  however,  fiknced  their  fcruples, 
and  they  with  much  difHculty  removed  the  impediment, 
vv^hen  they  found,  that  the  villagers  had  made  ufe  of 
this  expedient  from  the  fear  of  the  Shah's  couriers, 
who  without  pity  take,  and  without  mercy  ride,  the 
horfes  of  the  poor  inhabitants.  Upon  our  author's 
entering  into  the  village,  he  and  his  attendants  were 
received  with  marks  of  hofpitality,  for  the  peafants 
knew  that  they  would  pay  for  whatever  they  wanted  : 
but  they  had  not  been  in  the  village  two  hours  before 
eight  couriers  arrived,  armed  with  mufquets,  thoug-h 
they  generally  wear  only  fabres. 

Thefe  couriers,  wear  a  white  fafh,  girded  from  their 
waifts  many  times  round  their  bodies:  they  take  horfes 
wherever  they  can  find  them,  which  they  do  not  al- 
ways return  to  the  owners :  they  even  difmount  tra- 
vellers, and  often  leave  them  to  walk  with  their  bao-- 
gage.  This  occafions  their  being  fometimes  repulfed 
and  feverely  treated,  though  as  they  are  employed  in 
the  Shah's  bufmefs,  an  entire  fubmiiTion  is  required. 
Poil-mafliers  were  flipplied  by  the  Shah's  orders  with 
thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  horfes  -,  but  the  demand  for  them 
is  frequently  greater  than  they  are  able  to  fiipply.  One 
of  thefe  poft-mafters  being  charged  by  Nadir  with  not 
farniiliing  his  couriers,  anfwered,  *^  That  I  have  not 
^^  mpplied  them  is  mofi  certain,  becaufe  for  every  ten 
"'  '"■-^"'^~  you  provided,  you  fen t  me  twenty  couriers. 
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^'  a  man  had  better  die  at  once  than  live  to  ferve  a 
'^  rafcal,"  and  immediately  ftabbed  himfclf.  The 
Shah  cried  out,  "  He  is  a  brave  fellow,  fave  him  i"  but 
it  was  too  late. 

While  Mr.  Hanway  was  at  this  village,  he  obferved 
youths  of  twenty  years  of  age,  armed  with  military  au- 
thority, giving  blows  on  the  heads  of  thofe  whofe  grey 
beards  entitled  them  to  reverence  i  this  was  done  fre- 
quently for  very  trifling  offences,  and  fomctimes  for 
no  offence  at  all :  nor  could  he  retrain  his  own  Arme- 
nian fervants  from  following  their  example,  till  he  af- 
fured  them  they  ihould  receive  ttn  ilrokes  for  one. 

Our  author  and  his  company  having  refrefhed  them- 
felves,  left  the  village  in  the  evening,  taking  their 
route  over  a  high  m.ountain,  from  whence  they  de- 
fccnded  into  a  pleafant  and  fruitful  valley,  and  crofTmg 
the  Kizilazan,  took  up  their  lodgings  at  two  leagues 
diftance  from  Arfevil. 

On  the  firfc  of  April  Mr.  Hanway  paffed  through 
the  narrow  paths  in  the  mountains  that  guard  the  pro- 
vince of  Ghilan,  in  view  of  many  pleafant  valleys,  and 
the  next  day  arrived  at  Refnd,  where  he  had  the  plea- 
fure  of  feeing  fome  of  his  friends.  On  the  fourth  he 
fet  out  for  Langarood,  and  arriving  there  the  next 
morning,  was  kindly  received  by  Mr.  Elton,  and  the 
two  French  miiiionaries,  who  were  then  with  him. 
The  naval  preparations  carried  on  there,  were  con- 
dud'ed  by  admiral  Mahommed  Khan,  who  was  ex- 
tremely ignorant  in  maritime  affairs,  and  finding  that 
Mr.  Hanv/ay  was  returned  with  fuccefs  from  the  camp, 
he  feemed  afraid  of  refenting  his  former  conduct,  being 
apprehenfxve,  that  the  value  of  the  piftols  he  had  pre- 
fented  to  him,  was  greater  than  it  really  was,  and  be- 
ing ignorant  how  to  ufe  the  fc rev/- barrels,  he  offered  to 
return  them,  to  which  our  author  had  no  objedion. 
Policy  did  not  require  the  appearance  of  refentment 
on  his  part,  and  charity  fddom  warrants  the  reality  of 
it.  A  iTiind  fuperior  to  the  injuries  we  fuffer,  by  the 
wcaknefi>   or  wickednefs  of  others,  fcems  to   be   the 
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fureft  mark  of  that  generofity  of  fpirit  which  chrifti- 
anity  requires,  and  bids  faireil  to  fecure  that  tranquil- 
lity, which  in  a  great  meafure  conftitutes  our  temporal 
happinefs. 

Mr.  Hanway  was  here  vifited  by  a  mullah,  or  Per- 
iian  prieft,  who  came  in  company  with  Shahverdie 
Beg,  the  perfon  to  whom  he  had  been  fo  much  obliged : 
they  entertained  him  with  feverai  quotations  out  of 
their  poets,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  pleafures 
and  miferies  of  life  ariiing  from  the  fociety  of  v/omen, 
and  exprelTed  themfelves  upon  this  fuhjedl  with  great  de- 
licacy. After  other  remarks  the  mullah  obferved,  that 
though  their  law  permitted  a  man's  having  four  wives, 
and  did  not  reftrain  him  in  the  num.ber  of  his  concu- 
binesj  yet  they  always  coniidcred  him  as  the  mioft  vir- 
tuous man,  v/ho  confined  himfelf  to  one  wife,  without 
any  concubine,  and  the  m.ullah  intimated,  that  it  was 
his  opinion,  that  celibacy  feemed  to  be  a  war  againil 
nature,  and  was  confequently  a  vice. 

A  woman  in  Perfia  is,  before  her  marriage,  examined 
with  refped;  to  her  perfon,  by  the  mother,  or  fbm.e 
other  female  relation  of  the  man ;  as  the  man  is  by  the 
parent  or  friends  of  the  woman.  A  report  being  made, 
the  wom.an's  parents  demands  the  price,  which  being 
paid,  the  kazzi  or  judge,  or  where  there  is  none,  the 
mullah  marries  them,  very  often  without  their  having 
feen  each  other.  The  Perfians  may  marry  for  a  mionth, 
or  any  time  agreed  upon  betw^een  the  parties,  and  they 
are  at  liberty  to  feparate  when  the  time  is  expired ;  but 
the  woman  mud  not  marry  again  immediately,  unlefs 
llie  is  certain  of  her  not  being  with  child.  If  llie  proves 
pregnant,  the  man  is  obliged  to  fupport  her  for  a  year  j 
and  if  the  child  is  a  male  it  is  his  j  if  a  female  hers. 
Marriage,  however,  does  not  entitle  the  women  to  any 
diilinguiflied  privileges ;  for  they  are  coniidered  as 
lirtle  more  than  fervile  creatures,  formed  for  the  plea- 
fure  of  their  lords. 

The  women  of  Ghilan  are  very  indufcriousi  the  com- 
mon fort  are  often  feen  abroad  without  veils,  pic  nuing 
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rice,  and  performing  other  offices  of  agriculture  :  and 
at  home  they  are  employed  in  fpinning  and  in  different 
manufadiures.  Thofe  in  this  province  are  fair,  and 
their  eyes  and  hair  are  black :  but  there,  as  in  other 
places,  they  blacken  their  eyes  by  the  ufe  of  a  drug, 
which  leaves  a  blacknefs  on  die  eye-lids.  They  have 
a  great  efteem  for  large  eyes  -,  their  features  are  fmall, 
their  flature  is  low,  and  they  have  fome thing  delicate 
in  their  form :  but  in  general  the  Georgians  are  moil 
efteemed  for  their  perfonal  charms.  Their  children 
are  very  handfome  when  young,  but  the  boys  foon 
change  their  complexion.  The  girls  who  do  not  labour 
in  the  fields  are  fejdom  feen  abroad,  except  in  a  morn- 
ing before  the  fun  rifes,  and  then  are  covered  with 
veils  which  reach  down  to  their  feet.  When  a  lady  of 
difcindiion  travels  on  horfeback,  ihe  is  not  only  veiled, 
but  has  generally  a  fervant  who  runs  or  rides  before  her 
to  clear  the  way  ;  and  on  fuch  occafions  the  men  always 
turn  their  backs  till  the  women  are  palTed ;  for  it  is 
thought  the  greateft  ill  manners  to  look  at  them. 
The  care  of  concealing  their  faces  to  avoid  the  impu- 
tation of  a6ting  indelicately  and  contrary  to  cuilom, 
has  made  fuch  an  impreffion  on  them,  that  our  author 
was  told  of  a  w^oman,  who  being  accidentally  furprifed 
when  bathing,  fhewed  her  whole  perfon,  except  her 
face,  to  hide  which,  i'nt  employed  all  her  folicitude. 

The  Perfians  are  as  much  governed  by  outward  ap- 
pearance as  any  other  nation ;  hence  our  faftors  in  the 
fouth  of  Pcrfia  have,  from  motives  of  policy,  carried 
this  affair  much  farther  than  thofe  who  come  from  the 
cold  regions  of  Rufllai  they  have  had  their  gold  caaile- 
ans,  rich  fafhes,  running  footmen,  led  horfes,  &c. 
Their  drefs  was  Perfian,  except  the  wig  and  hat,  and 
their  garments  v/ere  lined  with  fables.  Shah  Sultan 
KufTein  gave  them  a  noble  palace  and  fine  gardens ; 
and  at  a  public  entertainment  made  for  that  prince,  the 
fadbors  once  fpread  the  ground  with  fcarlet  cloth,  for 
him  to  v/alk  on  from  the  royal  palace  to  their  ov/n,  and 
afterwards  g-ave  it  to  the  foldiers.      This  conduct  was 


THROUGH  RUSSIA  INTO  PERSIA,  J9I 

political  among  fo  oflentatioiis  a  people  as  the  Perfiansi 
and  doubtlefs  had  good  eitedis :  but  the  invafion  of  the 
Afghans  prevented  the  continuance  of  it,  Mr.  Elton, 
however,  thought  it  became  the  rank  he  bore  in  the 
Shah's  lervice,  to  have  four  running  footmen  to  attend 
him  y  his  adjutant  was  finely  mounted,  and  carried  a 
light  fowling  piece  at  the  head  of  the  cavalcade,  and 
the  rear  was  brought  up  by  his  caallean  bearer  on  horfe- 
back,  who  carried  a  leathern  pannier  filled  with  outward 
garm.ents,  provifions  and  the  like. 

Ghiian  is  covered  on  one  fide,  by  a  range  of  moun- 
tains nearly  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent.  What  greatly 
adds  to  its  beauty,  is  the  abundance  of  timber  and  other 
wood,  and  the  romantic  fcenes  it  every  where  afix)rdsi 
At  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  to  the  eafcv/ard  near  the 
bay,  is  a  hot  bath  much  efleemed  for  its  medicinal  vir- 
tues ;  the  waters  of  which  is  of  a  yellowifh  colour.  All 
the  paiTes  into  Ghiian  are  very  difficult,  and  hence 
the  kings  of  Perfia  have  hardly  ever  been  able  to  keep 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fouthern  coails  of  the  Cafpian  fea 
in  fubjedlion. 

The  people  here  enjoy  a  long  fpring,  during  which 
their  lawns  and  meadows  are  llrewed  with  flowers,  and 
the  bufhes  with  rofes  and  honeyfuckles.  The  foil^ 
which  is  exceedingly  fertile,  produces  fome  hemp  and 
hops,  and  almoft  every  kind  of  fruit  without  culture  ; 
for,  befides  pomegranates,  peaches,  oranges,  and  le- 
mons,, here  are  abundance  of  grapes,  the  vines  fup- 
porting  themfelves  on  the  trees,  and  growing  v/ild  on 
the  mountains;  fo  that  a  great  part  of  the  province  is 
a  perfedTc  paradife,  notwithftanding  the  miany  inconve- 
niencies  that  attend  it.  However,  their  grapes,  for 
want  of  cultivation,  are  not  the  mioll  excellent,  nor 
will  they  make  tolerable  wine  without  a  mixture  of  rai- 
fms  fi'om  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  empire  ;  but  thefe, 
fermented  together,  produce  very  good  wine.  Their 
other  fruits  are  reckoned  unwholefome,  efpecially  to 
foreigners,  and  in  particular  the  peaches  and  figs  par- 
take much  of  the  pernicious  moiilure  that  predominates 
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in  the  lower  parts  of  the  provuice.  Ghilan  is  alio  re-- 
markable  for  producing  great  quantities  of  box,  of  which 
camels  are  extremely  fond,  though  it  is  immediate  death 
if  they  eat  it  -,  for  which  reafon  there  are  few  or  no  ca- 
mels brought  into  the  province,  their  caravans  confift- 
ing  of  horfes,  mules,  and  cows,  that  carry  burthens 
like  other  animals. 

On  the  firft  of  May  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Hanway  fet 
out  for  Aftrabad.  Befides  Mr.  Loftus,  Mr.  Elton's 
interpreter,  who  had  been  with  him  in  the  camp,  he 
alfo  took  Matteufe  the  old  Arm.enian,  v/ho  was  with 
him  when  the  rebellion  broke  out.  There  were"  fix 
perfons  in  company,  well  arm^ed,  and  Mahcmmed 
Khan  had  promifed  to  furnifh  them  with  a  convoy  of 
fifty  foldiers  if  neceilary  :  for  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Mazanderan  as  well  as  Aftrabad,  having  been  in  the 
rebellion,  and  knowing  that  part  of  the  m.oney  our  au- 
thor  was  to  receive,  would  be  levied  on  their  relations^ 
there  v/as  reafon  to  apprehend  they  would  obftrud  their 
journey,  if  they  had  a  favourable  opportunity  of  doing 
it. 

The  firft  evening  they  were  benighted  and  loft  in  a 
wood,  though  they  had  fucceffively  procured  feveral 
guides  ;■  but  they  all  ran  away,  for  fear  of  being  ufed 
ill.  In  this  perplexity  they  advanced  towards  a  houfe,. 
where  they  faw  a  light,  but  found  the  entrance  barri- 
caded with  trees.  In  vain  did  they  ufe  intreaties  to 
perfuade  the  mafterof  it  to  condu6l  them  to  Radizar; 
thefe  being  ineffedlual,  they  broke  into  the  houfe,  and 
tying  a  rope  to  one  of  his  arms,  compelled  him  to 
condu6l  them.  Unwarrantable  as  this  condu6l  may 
appear,  it  was  agreeable  to  the  pra6tice  of  Perfia,  and 
nov/  feemcd  abfolutely  neceftary  ;  but  having  conducted 
them  to  Radizar,  he  was  paid  handfomely  for  his  trou- 
ble, and  fuffcred  to  return  home. 

The  next  day  they  entered  the  province  of  Mazan- 
deran, the  v/eather  being  extremely  delightful.  On 
the  fourth  the  horfes  and  mules  being  at  pafture,  were 
vifited  by  a  wolf,  of  a  very  extraordinary  fize  -,  but  be- 
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ing  driven  off  by  a  guard  let  for  fuch  piirpofcs,  the 
animal  contented  iddi'  with  killing  a  cow.  In  the 
morning  they  fct  out  early,  and  coming  up  with  a  de- 
tachment of  fifty  foldiers,  the  commander  courteoufly 
offered  his  fervice  to  guard  them. 

Mr.  Hanway  obferved,  that  fome  of  the  lower  parts 
of  Mazanderan  nearly  refemble  Ghilan ;  but  not  being 
fo  clofely  encircled  by  mountains,  the  air  is  more  pure 
and  free.  This  province  alio  abounds  with  water,  many 
ftreams  of  which  iiltie  from  the  fprings  in  the  higher 
ground.  The  country  is  as  fruitful  as  Ghilan  ^  and  be- 
ing much  healthier,  the  inhabitants  are  ftrongcr  and 
more  robuft.  It  furnifhes  great  quantities  of  cotton, 
and  is  the  only  province  in  the  north  of  Perfia  that, 
produces  fugar. 

Mr.  Hanway  prefented  the  commander  of  the  Mtj 
men,  with  cloth  for  a  coat,  and  he  being  obliged  to 
leave  them,  gave  them  ten  of  his  foldiers  for  a- guard; 
but  as  they  advanced  deeper  in  the  province,  the  pea- 
fants  grew  infolent,  and  one  of  them  feized  the  com- 
mander of  the  ten  men  by  his  throat.  It  is  very  dan- 
gerous coming  to  extremities  with  thefe  people ;  for 
if  they  beat  or  diflrefs  any  one,  they  are  puniihed  fo 
feverely,  that  they  think  it  befl  to  commit  murder,  to 
prevent  adifcovery;  and  if  that  is  found  out,  they  even 
then  fometimes  hide  themfelves  in  their  mountains. 
The  houfe  affigned  Mr.  Hanway  for  his  lodgings,  be- 
ing inhabited  by  women  and  children,  that  humane 
gentleman  thought  it  his  duty  to  comply  w^ith  their 
entreaties,  and  therefore  removed,  and  pitched  his  tent: 
but  night  drawing  on,  he  difcovered  that  he  was  in  a 
very  bad  neighbourhood;  for  the  villagers  had  appear- 
ed in  arms  in  the  late  rebellion,  and  thefe  people,  ima- 
gining him  to  be  extremely  rich,  would  not  be  per* 
fuaded,  but  that  all  the  brafs  buttons  worn  by  thole  in 
his  company  were  of  gold :  their  chief  boalled  of  his 
great  dexterity  in  the  ufe  of  fire-arms  j  as  a  fpecimen 
of  which  before  it  v^as  dark,  he  killed  a  fmali  bird  on 
a  lofty  tree  with  a  fingie  ball.  The  villagers^  however. 
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being  now  filled  with  apprehenfions,  that  this  convoy 
had  orders  to  feize  them,  took  their  arms  and  retired, 
The  inhabitants  of  the  neio;hbourincr  mountains  were 
no  lefs  difafrefted;,  and  feveral  horfemcn  entered  the 
village  in  the  night  ^  but  finding  Mr,  Hanway  and  his 
company  on  their  guards  they  turned  back. 

The  dangerous  fituation  our  author  had  been  in  dur- 
ing the  night,  made  him  leave  this  place  with  great 
latisfaclion.  By  feven  in  the  morning,  the  fun  was 
^extremely  hot ;  but  he  found  the  Perfians  were  not 
fo  afraid  of  the  lun  as  the  Portuguefe,  who  feldom  tra- 
vel without  a  cloak  and  umbrella,  and  alfo  ufe  ficull- 
caps  of  paper,  or  a  cabbage  leaf  under  their  hats  j  but 
the  commxon  people  here  only  fecure  the  crown  of  the 
head  with  a  filk  quilted  flvull-cap,  and  often  leave  the 
reft  of  the  head  bare.  About  nine  they  took  fhelter  in 
a  wood,  and  pitched  their  tents,  refolving  to  travel 
only  in  the  evening  or  at  night.  On  the  yth  they  tra- 
velled five  leagues,  and  early  the  next  morning  (truck 
their  tents  -,  but  the  foldiers,  contrary  to  their  en- 
gagemient,  had  left  them  in  the  night  to  take  care  of 
themfelves. 

As  they  approached  towards  x\m.ul,  the  country  ap- 
peared frill  more  pleafant :  the  city  is  fituated  in  a  plain 
at  the  foot  of  Mount  Taurus,  and  is  watered  by  a  ri- 
ver, over  which  is  a  fine  bridg;e  of  twelve  arches.  The 
Perfians  have  a  tradition  that  if  any  governor  or  com^ 
mander  paffes  over  it  on  horfeback,  he  will  foon  be 
deprived  of  his  ofnce,  if  not  of  his  life  j  and  that  vv  ho- 
over would  not  be  purfued  by  ill  fortune,  ought  to 
walk  over  it:  hov/ever,  though  the  fiream  is  rapid  and 
the  water  fou},  the  Perfians  generally  ford  it,  and  as 
our  author  did  not  chufe  to  be  regarded  as  a  perfon 
excluded  from  the  common  bounties  of  Pleaven,  he 
thought  proper  to  v/alk  over  the  bridge,  leading  his 
hork.  He  there  found  the  ruins  of  an  old  foitrefs, 
Vv'hich  had  been  built  of  brick,  and  had  been  ftronger 
and  more  regular  than  any  building  of  that  kind  he  had 
ieen  in  Perfia,     Here  is  alfo  a  palace  built  with  ftoncj. 
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m  which  the  famous  Shah  Abas  ofcen  refided  :  it  com- 
mands a  pleafant  profped,  and  is  well  contrived  for 
coohiefs  and  convenience.  The  garden  is  remarkable 
for  the  fize  and  height  of  its  cyprefs  trees. 

In  this  city,  Mr.  Hanway  met  a  writer  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  Mahommed  Khan,  who  received  him  with  great 
civility,  and  expreffed  much  concern  at  his  being  igno- 
rant of  his  circumftances,  when  he  was  in  his  comxpany 
retiring  before  the  Turkumans.  Flaving  given  him  an 
account  of  the  fupprefTion  of  the  rebellion  :  he  invited 
him  to  hear  his  mufic :  one  inftrument  refembled  a 
Bute,  another  a  guitar,  and  a  third  a  kettle-drum,  at 
the  fame  time  an  old  man  and  two  boys  fung  and  danc- 
ed. The  laft  accompiifhment  is  taught  to  none  but 
thofe  who  hire  themfelves  to  divert  others :  dancing 
being  confidered  mean  and  ignoble.  The  boys  moved 
their  heads,  legs,  and  arms,  in  a  very  extravagant  man- 
ner. The  writer  then  fent  for  a  prieft,  remarkable  for 
being  a  good  finger,  who  raifed  his  voice  to  an  amazing 
degree  i  his  quavers  were  mixed  with  harfh  guttural 
founds,  and  the  diftortions  of  his  vifage,  created  hor- 
ror rather  than  deh^hti  nor  was  the  inftrumental  mufic 
lefs  difagreeable. 

The  people  of  Amul,  as  in  many  other  parts  of  this 
coaft,  begin  in  May  to  retire  into  the  neighbouring 
mountains,  where  they  live  in  tents,  and  enjoy  cool 
breezes,  delightful  ihades,  plenty  of  fruit,  the  moil 
delicious  water,  with  an  extenfrve  profpe6t  of  a  fine 
country  below  them.  They  have  a  great  deal  of  rice 
and  whcLt,  and  alfo  printed  cottons,  in  which  articles 
they  trade  with  the  neighbouring  provinces. 

On  the  9th  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Flanway  left  Amul, 
and  travelled  through  a  delightful  country  till  two  in 
the  morning,  when  after  refting  with  his  company  in 
tents,  they  departed  for  Balfrulh,  the  capital  of  the 
province.  He  there  learned,  that  upon  the  news  of  the 
defeat  of  the  rebels,  the  governor  appointed  by  Sadoc 
Aga  was  feized,  and  holes  being  cut  in  his  flefh,  lighted 
candles  v/ere  fixed  in  them      In  this  barbarous  man- 
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ncr^  this  unhappy  rebel  was  led  naked  about  the  mar- 
ket place^  till  he  expired  with  iofs  of  blood. 

On  the  1 1  til,  Mr.  Hanway  vifited  MahommedKhan, 
whofe  houfe  was  in  a  delicrhtfiil  fituation  a  fev/  miles 
from  the  city.  It  had  nothing  like  grandeur  ^  but  the 
adjacent  woods  and  rivulets  gave  it  an  air  of  fimplicity, 
and  rendered  it  more  pleafant  than  the  moft  magnifi- 
cent palace,  where  nothing  is  to  be  feen  but  finulied 
itrokes  of  art.  In  the  area  before  the  houfe,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  were  drawn  up  under  arms,  in  two 
double  lines.  Mr.  Hanway  alighted  at  fome  yards  dif- 
tance,  and  bowing  with  his  hands  on  his  breafb,  ad- 
vanced tow^ards  the  khan,  \\  ho  was  feated  in  his  aviami, 
and  received  him  with  great  expreffions  of  kindneis, 
and  as  a  proof  of  his  regard,  releafed  a  man  who  was 
tied  and  condemned  to  be  beaten,  telling  our  author 
that  he  did  it  for  his  fake,  and  to  do  him  honour.  Mr. 
Hanv/ay  made  him  a  prefent  of  fomie  fine  cloths,  and  a 
cafe  of  choice  drams,  of  which  the  khan  was  immo- 
derately fond.  Flaving  prevailed  on  our  author  to  flay 
all  night,  he  ordered  poultry  and  fheep  to  be  killed, 
refclving  to  fhew  him  fuch  favours  as  would  wipe  oif 
the  ftains  his  reputation  had  fuffered  by  his  iil  treatment 
of  him  before,  for  which  he  now  made  an  apology. 
After  dinner  he  fent  for  the  dancers  and  maific,  who 
tormented  our  author  the  whole  evening  :  his  nerves 
being  too  w^eak  to  bear  the  noife  made  by  eight  inilru- 
ments  and  fingers  j  but  though  an  European  ear  can- 
not be  reconciled  to  their  tafte  in  mufic,  yet  ours  is 
ao-recable  to  them.  When  the  dancina;  men  had  ended, 
they  prefentcd  Mr.  Hanv/ay  an  orange,  which  was  a 
civil  way  of  defning  paym.ent  for  their  trouble.  At 
length,  the  khan  invited  him  to  drink  brandy  with 
him,  and  on  his  refufal,  exprefled  great  furprife,  that^ 
he,  being  an  European  and  ?i  Chrifcian,  was  not  fond  of 
fpiritucus  liquors.  As  f:)on  as  he  retired,  the  khan  and 
his  companions  could  not  refrain  fiom  drinking  the 
ftrcng  w^aters  he  had  prefented  him :  their  ufual  way 
is  for  each  perfon  to  have  a  plate  of  fweetmeats  before 
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liim,  and  then  they  drink  their  liquor  in  tea  cups  till 
they  are  drunk,  which  is  generally  foon  accomplifncd. 

The  next  morning,  Mr.  Hanway  vifited  the  monu- 
ment of  the  khan's  favourite  wife,  who  had  been  lately 
buried  in  a  wood  near  his  houfe.  It  had  an  epitaph, 
in  w-hich,  according  to  the  common  fenfe  of  man- 
kind, life  was  compared  to  a  flower  that  bloiToms  in  the 
fpring,  and  in  the  fummer  appears  in  the  full  luftre  of 
its  beauty,  but  in  autumn  begins  to  wither  and  decline, 
and  when  winter  comes  on,  every  guil  of  wind  blows 
it  to  the  ground,  where  it  lies  and  rots. 

Mr.  Hanway,  having  five  men  for  his  guard,  left 
Balfruih,  and  travelled  three  leagues  through  a  fine 
country  to  Alleabad,  where  is  a  palace  of  a  mean  ap- 
pearance, but  pleafantly  fituated.  The  moft  import- 
ant monument  of  antiquity  in  this  country,  is  the  caufe- 
way  built  by  Shah  Abas  the  Great,  about  the  beginning 
of  the  laft  century,  from  Keficar  in  the  fouth-wefi:  cor- 
ner of  the  Cafpian  to  Ailrabad,  and  feveral  leagues  far- 
ther, it  being  in  all  near  300  Englilli  miles  long :  it 
has  hardly  ever  been  repaired,  but  as  there  are  few  or 
no  wheel  carriages  ufed  in  this  country,  the  pavement 
is  in  many  places  very  perfcd  :  it  is  raifedin  the  middle, 
with  ditches  on  each  fide,  and  in  fome  parts  is  above 
twenty  yards  broad.  From  Alleabad  to  Sari,  this  cauft- 
way  is  for  above  a  league  together  bordered  on  each 
fide  by  a  thick  wood,  whofe  luxuriant  branches  afford 
a  delightful  ihelter  to  travellers.  The  profpe61:  is  va- 
riep-ated  with  many  avenues  that  open  into  meadows 
and  fields  or  rice. 

The  inhabitants  of  Sari  were  in  a  mifcrable  condi- 
tion, complaining  loudly  of  the  Shah,  and  no  lefs  of 
Sadoc  Aga  and  his  Turkuman  Tartars.  Here  are  four 
temples  of  the  Gebers,  or  worfliippers  of  fire,  who 
formerly  inhabited  all  this  coaft:  thefe  edifices  are  made 
of  the  moft  durable  materials,  and  are  rotundas  of  about 
thirty  feet  in  diameter,  raifed  to  a  point  of  near  one 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  height. 
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tempt,  from  his  feeing  the  room  adorned  with  fuch 
paintings  as  could  only  pleafe  a  voluptuous  Mahometan* 
Here  were  alfo  portraits  of  Shah  Abas  the  firft  and  fe- 
cond,  and  fome  other  perfons,  all  poorly  done  by  an 
European  hand.  They  were  now  ihewn  a  fourth  houfe 
and  garden,  in  which  was  a  llately  dome,  whofe  top 
was  indifferently  well  painted,  and  the  walls  were  co- 
vered with  Dutch  tiles  as  high  as  the  gallery.  On  an 
eminence  at  fome  diftance,  was  a  fmall  building  that 
feemed  intended  for  an  obfervatory.  The  whole  com- 
mands a  view  of  a  very  fine  country,  and  of  the  Caf- 
pian  fea,  which  is  about  five  miles  diilant :  the  vicinity 
of  the  mountains  on  the  back  of  the  palace,  the  nu- 
merous cafcades  and  the  warbling  of  the  birds,  gave 
our  author  many  pleafmg  ideas ;  but  the  unhappy  fitu- 
ation  of  the  people  inceffantly  recurred  to  his  thoughts^ 
and  damped  the  pleafure  he  would  otherwife  have  en- 
joyed. 

On  the  15th  they  left  Aihreff,  and  upon  the  road 
met  a  courier  with  a  letter  from  Mirza  Mahommed,  to 
befeech  Mr.  Hanway  to  haften  his  journey,  and  ufe  his 
intereft  to  fave  his  life.  As  they  approached  Aftrabad, 
they  met  feveral  armed  horfemen  carrying  hom.e  the 
peafants  whofe  eyes  had  been  put  out,  the  blood  yet 
running  down  their  faces.  Near  the  entrance  of  the 
city  on  each  fide  was  a  pyramid  built  of  ilone,  whiten- 
ed over  and  made  full  of  nitches  -,  they  were  about  fix- 
teen  or  twenty  feet  in  diameter  at  the  bafe,  and  rifmg 
gradually  near  forty  feet,  each  had  a  fmgie  head  at  the 
top,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  niches  were  filled  with 
human  heads,  feveral  of  which  had  beards,  and  being 
ict  a  little  projeding,  added  to  the  horror  of  this  ihock- 
ing  fight. 

On  the  1 6th  of  May,  Mr.  Hanway  entered  Aftrabad 
a  fecond  time.  He  now  found  it  a  fcene  of  mifery  and 
defolation  :  for  he  was  informed  thac  the  execution  of 
that  day  confifted  in  putting  out  the  left  eyes  of  thirty 
men,  beheading  four,  and  burning  one  alive,  who  had 
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been  a  captain  in  the  rebel  guard :  200  women  were 
fent  out  of  the  city^  150  of  whom  were  ordered  to  be 
ibid  to  the  foldiers  as  (laves.  The  next  day  he  pafTed 
through  feveral  ftreets,  which  feemed  to  have  no  inha- 
bitants but  foldiersj  and  a  few  old  women.  Mr.  Han- 
Avay  fent  a  prefent  to  Bcbbud  Khan,  the  king's  gene- 
ral, and  followed  it  himfelf  ^  he  found  him  feated  in 
his  aviam,  with  his  foldiers  drawn  up  in  a  femicircle 
before  him,  and  was  employed  in  judging  and  con- 
demning the  unhappy  wretches,  one  or  two  of  whom 
v/ere  brought  before  him  at  a  time. 

After  the  firil  comipliments  Mr.  Hanway  took  the 
Shah's  decree  in  both  his  hands,  and  lifting  it  up  to  his 
head,  delivered  it  to  the  general,  who  flood  up  to  re- 
ceive it,  and  raifmg  it  up  to  his  forehead,  gave  it  to 
his  fecretary  to  read.  On  Mr.  Hanway's  defiring  that 
it  m.ight  be  fpeedily  executed,  he  promifed  that  it 
fhould,  and  then  prefented  him  fweetmeats  and  large 
white  mulberries,  which  are  a  delicious  fruit.  While 
he  was  eating,  the  prifoners  were  taken  from  his  pre- 
fence,  and  the  fecretary  made  a  complimental  fpeech 
on  the  ufefulnefs  of  merchants,  obferving  that  they 
brought  wealth  into  countries,  were  ferviceable  to 
kings,  and  ought  not  to  be  offended  by  any,  but  pro- 
te6ted  by  all  parties. 

After  a  fliort  repaft,  a  prifoner  was  feverely  beaten 
with  flicks,  and  the  foldiers  were  ordered  to  fpit  in  his 
face,  and  put  out  his  eyes.  When  the  foldiers  were 
dragging  him  to  execution,  he  begged  with  bitter  cries 
that. he  might  rather  fufFer  deaths  the  general^  whofe 
heart  feemed  made  of  the  fame  fbufF  as  his  fv/ord,  re- 
fufed  this  cruel  mercy;  and  ordering  him  to  be  recalled 
for  further  enquiry,  iufpended  the  execution. 

Sadoc  Aga,  the  rebel  general,  who  had  a  principal 
fliare  in  taking  Mr.  Hanway's  caravan  of  cloth,  and  in- 
fulting  him  by  his  jefts,  was  then  brought  before  the 
general.  When  Mr.  Flanv^^ay  faw  him,  lafl  he  was  a 
,  youth  of  more  than  common  .vivacity,  was  richly 
dreiTed,  well  armed,  and  full  of  mdrth.    But  alas !  how 
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was  the  fcene  now  altered !  his  garb  was  mean,  and  his 
eyes  were  deprived  of  their  light,  he  drooped  his  head, 
and  his  voice  was  changed.  The  general  afked  about 
our  author's  goods,  and  told  him  he  mull  pay  for  them : 
to  which  he  aniwered,  ^^  All  I  know  of  them  is,  that 
*^  they  were  taken  by  Mahommed  HaiTan,  and  by  him 
*'  diftributed  to  his  people.  Would  to  God  that  Ma- 
*'  hommed  Hailan  and  his  whole  houfe  had  been  buried 
^'^  deep  in  the  earth  ere  I  had  heard  of  his  name]  And 
^^  how  can  1  pay  for  the  goods  ?  I  have  nothing  left 
'^  bat  this  mean  garb  that  you  fee  upon  my  back:  in- 
^^  deed  this  is  faiiicient:  you  have  already  deprived  me 
"  of  my  fight,  and  of  what  ufe  is  life  to  me  ?'*  This 
he  cxpreiled  with  that  emotion  natural  to  a  daring  fpi- 
rit,  but  the  general  cruelly  ordered  him  to  be  (truck 
acrofs  the  mouth  to  fdence  him  ;  v/hich  was  done  with 
fuch  violence,  that  the  blood  iffued  forth. 

Sadoc  Aga  being  removed,  Mizra  Mahommed  was 
brought  with  tv/o  large  logs  of  wood  fitted  to  the  fmall 
of  his  legs  and  rivetted  together  ;  a  heavy  triangular 
v/ooden  collar  was  alio  on  his  neck,  which  likewife  fer- 
ved  as  a  handcuif  to  his  left  v/riit.  Mr.  Hanway  might 
noV/  have  faid,  '^  How  wife  you  are  !''  as  he  faid  to 
him  when  he  faw  him  lafc  -,  but  he  had  too  much  hu- 
manity to  infult  the  wretched,  and  there  heing  no 
Ifiiercy  to  be  found  there,  he  took  no  notice  of  his  for- 
mer behaviour;  but  departed  abruptly,  having  his 
heart  too  full  of  the  dreadful  obje6ls  he  had  feen. 

He  then  viiited  Mahommed  Huiiein  Khan,  the  fa- 
ther of  him  v/ho  was  the  governor  of  Adrabad  before 
the  rebellion,  and  had  been  charged  with  the  murder 
of  Shah  Trehmas,  the  lafl:  lawful  Ibvereipn  of  Perfia. 
He  received  our  author  with  e'reat  politenefs,  afiurin^dC 
him  in  the  ilrongeft  terms,  that  he  would  not  leave  the 
place  'till  his  bulinefs  was  done,  agreeably  co  the  Shah's 
order  i  and  among  other  things  faid,  ''lam  charged 
*^  v/ith  a  particular  coramiiiion  to  fee  the  rebels  punifh- 
'^  ed:  1  muft  do  that  for  which  I  know  I  ihali  be 
"  damned  j  the  Shah  will  have  it  fo.     Well!  to-mor- 
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^'^  row  is  a  day  of  bloody  and  I  will  make  them  pay 
"  you^  though  I  pull  the  money  out  of  their  throats." 
Mr.  Hanway  had  too  much  humanity  to  thank  him  for 
his  bloody  intention  -,  for  though  thefe  unhappy  rebels 
had  aded  as  if  they  meant  to  devote  themfelves  to  ruin, 
yet  an  oppofition  to  fuch  execrable  tyranny  wanted  on- 
ly more  force  and  wifdom  to  give  it  the  ftamp  of 
glory ;  nor  could  our  author  behold  without  horror,  a 
m.an,  whom  a  blind  obedience  to  his  prince  could  in- 
duce to  Ihake  hands  with  everlafcing  perdition. 

The  next  day  in  the  evening  eight  Turkum.an  Tar- 
tars being  taken  in  the  road,  were  brought  to  that  city, 
upon  v/hich  the  general  expreffed  great  fatisfaction, 
cbferving  that  many  niches  in  his  pyramid  were  yet 
unfilled  j  one  of  them  being  called  Sais,  and  the  other 
having  the  name  Mahommed  HufTein  Khan.  The  ex- 
ecution of  a  malefaftor  in  Perfian  is  performed  with 
little  ceremony,  he  is  taken  to  a  field  or  open  place 
near  the  refidence  of  the  military  judge,  and  the  exe- 
cutioner caufmg  him  to  kneel,  he  pronounces  his  creed, 
"■'  There  is  but  one  God,  Mahommed  is  his  prophet, 
"  and  Ali  his  friend  :"  his  head  is  then  taken  off  with 
the  motion  of  a  fabre,  with  a  thrufring  cut,^  which  in 
drawing  back  completes  the  operation. 

Mr.  Hanway  now  vifited  his  good  friend  Nazeer 
Ao-a,  who  had  received  a  reward  from  the  Shah  for 
the  fervices  he  had  performed  during  the  rebellion. 
The  old  man  expreifed  a  high  fatisfaflion  at  feeing 
him  after  the  great  dangers  to  which  they  had  both  been 
expofed.  A  few  days  after  Nazeer  Aga  informed  Mr. 
Hanway  by  letter,  of  the  arrival  of  captain  Woodroofe 
in  Aftrabad  bay ;  and  as  the  the  Turkmans  and  Ogurt- 
joys  were  in  arms  againil  the  Perfians,  and  poffelTed  a 
great  number  of  boats,  he  thought  it  unfafe  for  the  Ihip 
to  be  in  the  road.  In  anfwer  to  this  letter  our  author 
thanked  him  for  his  advice,  and  told  him  that  he  did 
not  fear  thofe  barbarians ;  for  if  they  fhould  come  in 
numbers  like  a  fv/arm  of  bees,  they  would  meet  their 
defcrudion  from  the  great   guns.     This  was  proper 
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language  for  him  to  talk  where  the  Turkumans  had 
their  fpies,  and  were  it  not  for  the  terror  of  captain 
Woodroofe's  four  three  pounders,  the  fum  he  was  pre- 
paring to  fend  on  board  might  have  induced  them  to 
attack  the  fhip  at  anchor,  and  as  fome  of  thefe  boats 
had  twelve  or  fourteen  hands  well  armed,  they  might 
have  found  it  difficult  to  defend  the  fhip :  however, 
they  had  provided  clofe  quarters  and  powder  chefts ; 
fo  that  they  could  not  have  taken  it  without  a  manner 
of  fighting  to  which  they  were  entiVe  ftrangers. 

On  the  2 ill,  Myrza  Mahommed  delivered  to  Mr. 
Hanway  the  greated  part  of  his  baggage,  of  v/hich  he 
had  been  fo  careful,  as  to  conceal  it  in  a  well,  by  which 
it  received  fome  damage  ;  and  aifo  paid  him  as  much 
of  the  money  as  was  in  his  hands,  as  he  faid  was  in  his 
power  5  though  it  was  evident  that  if  the  rebellion  had 
iucceeded,  he  would  have  deprived  him  of  the  whole  ; 
but  he  hoped  that  Mr.  Flanway  would  intercede  in  his 
favour.  The  next  morning  that  gentleman  went  to  the 
two  khans,  who  were  together,  and  had  juft  condemn- 
ed, and  ordered  for  execution,  twenty-one  perfons, 
and  informed  them  that  Myrza  had  delivered  his  bag- 
gage, and  that  he  hoped  he  would  receive  the  king's 
mercy.  Mahommed  Huflein  Khan  aflced,  if  he  defired 
he  Ihould  be  faved  ?  to  this  he  anfwered  in  the  affirm- 
ative, and  that  he  fhould  confider  mercy  fhewn  to 
Myrza,  as  a  particular  mark  of  favour.  To  which  the 
other  replied,  "  For  your  fake  then  he  ihall  be  faved: 
^^  his  mxajeily  has  fhewn  you  great  honour,  and  it  is  my 
^^  bufmefs  to  do  the  fame."  Mr.  Hanway  having  re- 
turned his  thanks,  and  Myrza  being  fent  for  was  in- 
formed that  for  Mr.  Hanway's  fake  he  was  pardoned, 
and  immediately  his  collar  and  log  were  cut  off. 

Our  author  had  before  received,  in  fmgle  pieces  and 
cuts  of  cloth  to  the  amount  of  1600  crowns.  A  much 
greater  value  had  been  found  in  the  city ;  but  the  ge- 
neral converted  it  to  his  o%vn  ufe.  Some  time  after 
he  received  3000  crowns  more,  and  was  defire^  to  take 
a  part  of  the  payment  in  female  flaves,  which  he  abfo- 
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lutely  refufed.  At  the  fame  time  the  general,  being 
informed  that  our  author  was  only  thirty-two  years  of 
age,  expreiled  great  aftonillimenL  at  his  hoary  locks, 
'tiii  he  was  told,  that  what  he  took  for  his  hair  was 
only  a  wig. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  Mr.  Flanway  preffing  Mahom- 
med  HuiTein  Khan  and  the  general,  for  the  payment  of 
the  reft  of  his  money,  the  rormer  wanted  him  to  take 
his  obligations  for  it,  payable  in  ten  or  fifteen  days,  and 
the  general  being  obhged  to  march,  cried,  ''  I  cannot 
'^  go  from  hence  without  the  receipt ;  the  king  will 
''  demand  it  of  me,  and  if  you  do  not  give  it  me,  I 
''  will  kill  men,  'till  I  get  the  money  :"  But  Mr. 
Hanway  anfwercd,  "  I  hope  no  man  will  die  on  my 
*'*^  account  -,  but  I  cannot  anfwer  it  to  the  merchants 
"  my  principals,  to  give  a  receipt  for  the  money,  in 
^^  exchange  for  any  obligation  whatfoever." 

Some  days  after,  Mr.  Hanway  went  to  Kourdie- 
malla,  guarded  by  five  horfe  and  ten  foot  foldiers,  car- 
rying with  him  feven  bales  of  cloth,  and  nine  bags  of 
money,  with  other  things  to  the  value  of  1 1,000  crowns, 
taking  care  to  let  nobody  know  when  he  intended  to 
leave  the  town,  'till  he  actually  fet  out.  But  he  had 
the  mortification  to  be  forfakcn  by  his  guard,  and  left 
in  a  thick  wood,  three  Engiiili  miles  from  the  place  of 
embarkation  -,  he,  however,  got  fafely  on  board  with 
the  money  and  goods,  and  tlie  ntxt  day  returned  to 
Aftrabad.  On  the  29th  he  went  again  on  board  with 
5000  crov/ns  more,  leaving  Matteufe,  his  old  Arme- 
nian clerk,  and  two  fervants,  to  folicit  for  the  remain- 
der due  on  the  Shah's  decree. 

While  Mr.  Hanway  was  at  Aftrabad,  he  received  a^ 
letter  from  the  Shah's  nephew,  who  was  governor  of 
Mefched,  in  anfwer  to  one  he  had  wrote  to  him  in  rela- 
tion to  the  payment  for  the  piftols  inlaid  with  gold,  and 
otxher  curiofitics,  which  Mr.  Elton  had  provided  for 
him  by  exprefs  commiffion  :  but  this  great  m.an  had  fo 
iittk  fenfe  of  honour,  that  he  returned  them  on  Mr. 
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Elton's  hands^  though  they  were  utterly  unvendable,  al- 
leging that  they  were  too  good  for  him. 

The  Perfian  paper,  on  which  they  write  their  let- 
ters, is  made  of  cotton  and  fiik  rags,  and  afterwards  a 
glofs  is  fet  upon  it  by  rubbing  it  with  a  fmooth  ilone 
or  lliell ;  but  it  is  fo  loft  and  liable  to  be  torn,  that  they 
roll  it  up.  Their  letters  are  wrote  on  fmaJl  flips  of 
paper  in  a  few  v/ords,  and  with  great  exa6lnefs,  for 
their  charafters  are  rather  drawu  than  written,  no  inter- 
lineations or  blots  being  ever  fuffered  :  they  are  then 
made  up  in  rolls  about  fix  inches  long,  and  a  piece  of 
paper  being  faftened  round  them  with  gum,  it  is  fealed 
with  an  impreiTion  of  ink,  which  refemblcs  our  prin- 
ters ink,  but  is  not  fo  thick  \  it  is  compofed  of  a  mix- 
ture of  burned  rice,  galls,  and  gum,  and  anfwers  the 
double  purpofe  of  ink  and  wax,  as  it  ferves  not  only 
for  writing,  but  for  fubfcribing  with  their  feal.  Their 
pens  are  made  of  reeds  brought  from  the  fouthern  parts 
of  Perfia ;  and  in  their  rings  they  wear  agates,  which 
generally  ferve  for  a  feal,  there  being  frequently  en- 
graved on  them  the  wearer's  name,  with  fome  verfe  of 
the  koran. 

Mr.  Hanway  having  lived  fome  time  in  a  very 
friendly  manner  with  Mr.  Elton  at  Langarood,  went  to 
Lahijan  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  he  having  been 
for  a  confiderable  time  very  ill;  and  from  thence  he 
removed  to  Refha.  Mr.  Elton,  who  had  ufed  him 
with  the  extremeit  kindnefs,  was  about  this  time  much 
offended  at  the  conduce  of  Mr.  Hanway's  employers  in 
Europe,  for  their  fubmiffion  to  the  Ruffian  court,  and 
being  apprehenfive  of  our  auttior's  making  a  juft  re- 
prefentation  of  his  engagements  with  the  Shah,  which 
wTre  abfolutely  inconfiflent  with  the  views  of  the 
RufTsa  company,  and  of  carrying  on  the  trade  into 
Perfia,  he  fuddenly  became  our  author's  moil  bitter 
enemy. 

Before  Mr.  Hanway  takes  leave  of  Perfia,  he  gives 
fome  account  of  the  religion  of  the  Gcbcrs,  which  is 
ilill  prcferved  by  fome  of  iht  poderity  of  the  ancient 
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Indians  and  Perfians.  This  religion  was  founded  by 
Zoroafler^  who  lived  about  the  year  of  the  world  2860, 
This  great  philofopher  being  flruck  with  the  demon- 
ftrations  he  obferved  of  the  perfe6lion  of  that  felf-ex- 
iftent  Being,  who  is  the  author  of  all  good,  and  being 
at  alofs  how  to  account  for  the  introduction  of  evil  in- 
to this  world,  thought  there  were  two  principles  or  be- 
ings, one  the  caufe  of  all  good,  whom  he  imagined 
refembled  the  lights  the  other  the  author  of  all  evil, 
whom  he  reprefented  by  darknefs.  Thus  confidering 
light  as  the  mod  perfect  fymbol  of  true  wifdom,  and 
darknefs  as  the  reprefentative  of  whatever  is  hurtful 
and  deilrudlive,  he  inculcated  an  abhorrence  of  all 
images,  and  taught  his  followers  to  worfhip  God  only 
under  the  form  of  fire  -,  confidering  the  brightnefs,  ac- 
tivity, purity,  and  incorruptibility  of  that  element,  as 
bearing  the  moft  perfe6l  refemblance  of  the  nature  of 
the  good  deity.  Thus  the  Perfians  fhewed  a  particu- 
lar  veneration  for  the  fun,  as  the  brighteft  image  of 
God;  and  offered  up  their  facrifices  in  the  open  air, 
and  generally  on  the  top  of  a  hill ;  for  they  efteemed 
it  injurious  to  the  Majefly  of  the  God  of  Heaven, 
to  fhut  him  up  in  walls  who  fills  immenfity  with  his 
prefence. 

About  fix  hundred  years  after  the  firft  Zoroafter, 
another  philofopher  of  the  fame  name  arofe,  who 
taught,  that  under  the  Supreme  Being  there  are  two 
angels,  the  one  of  light,  who  is  author  of  all  good,  and 
the  other  of  darknefs,  who  is  author  of  all  evil ;  that 
they  by  a  mixture  of  light  and  darknefs  made  all  things, 
and  are  in  a  perpetual  fir uggle  with  each  other.  That 
where  the  angel  of  light  prevails,  there  good  reigns  ; 
and  where  the  angel  of  darknefs,  there  evil  predomi- 
nates. That  this  flruggle  (hall  lafl  'till  the  end  of  the 
world,  when  the  angel  of  darknefs,  with  his  followers, 
fhall  be  for  ever  feparated  from  the  light ;  but  thofe 
who  cherifh  their  fpiritual  nature,  and  obey  the  angel 
of  light,  fhall  go  with  him  into  a  world,  where  they 
fhall  be  rewarded  am.idfl  everiailing   brightnefs,   and 
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triumphant  glory.  In  Hiort,  this  lail  Zoroailer  caufeci 
temples  to  be  built,  in  which  the  facreci  fire  was  or- 
dered to  be  conilantly  preferved. 

Thefe  opinions,  with  a  few  alterationsj  are  Hill  pre= 
ferved  by  the  Gebers,  or  Gaurs,  the  pofterityj  as  we 
have  faidj  of  the  ancient  Indians  and  Periians,  who  are 
very  zealous  in  preferving  the  religion  of  their  anceftors^ 
particularly  with  refped  to  their  veneration  for  fire* 

What  is  commonly  called  the  everiafting  fire,  is  a 
phenomenon  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature*  This 
objed  of  their  devotion  is  about  ten  miles  from  Baku, 
a  city  fituated  by  an  excellent  haven  in  the  Cafpian  fea, 
on  a  dry,  rocky  foil,  where  there  are  Icveral  ancient' 
temples  of  ftone,  fuppofed  to  have  been  all  dedicated 
to  fire  3  but  mofl  of  them  were  only  arched  vaults ,> 
about  ten  or  fifteen  feet  high.  Among  others,  is  a  litde 
temple,  in  which  the  Indians  now  perform  their  devo- 
tions. Near  the  altar  is  a  large  hollow  cane,  from  the 
end  of  which  ilTues  a  blue  flame,  like  that  of  a  lamp 
burning  with  fpirits,  but  to  appearance  more  pure. 
This  flame,  the  Indians  pretend,  has  continued  ever 
fmce  the  flood,  and  they  fancy  it  willlafi  'till  the  end  of 
the  world*  Here  are  generally  forty  or  fifty  poor  devo- 
tees, who  come  on  a  pilgrimage  from  their  own  coun- 
try, and  feed  upon  a  kind  of  Jerufalem  artichokes^  wild 
cellery,  andfcveral  other  herbs  and  roots.  They  pre- 
tend to  make  expiation  both  for  their  own  fins  and 
thofe  of  others,  and  continue  longer  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  perfons  for  v/hom  they  promifc  to 
pray.  They  mark  their  foreheads  with  fafrron,  and 
have  a  great  veneration  for  a  red  cow.  They  wear  but 
little  clothing,  and  thofe  mod  diftinguifned  for  their 
piety,  put  one  of  their  arms  upon  their  heads,  or  fome 
other  part  of  the  body,  and  keep  it  unalterably  fixed 
in  that  pofition. 

At  a  fiiiall  diftance  from  the  temple^  is  a  low  cleft  of 
a  rock,  in  which  is  an  horizontal  gap  two  feet  from  the 
ground,  near   fix   long,  and   about  three  broad,  from 
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which  iffues  a  blue  flame  like  that  already  defcribed  : 
in  liiil  weather  it  burns  low,  but  v/hen  the  wind  blows, 
it  fometimes  rifes  eight  feet  high,  and  yet  it  is  not  per- 
ceived that  the  flame    makes  any  impreffion   on  the 
rock.     The  Indians  here  alio  pay  their  adorations,  and 
fay,  that  if  thefe  fires  are  {topped  in  one  place,  they  will 
rife  in  another.     But  what  appears  ftill  more  extraor- 
dinary is,  that  the  earth  for  above  two  miles  round  this 
place  has  this  property,  that  on  taking  up  two  or  three 
inches  of  the  furface,  and   applying  a  live   coal,  the 
part  uncovered  immediately  takes  fire,  almoft  before 
the  coal  touches  it  :  the  flame  heats  the  foil,  but  does 
not  confume  it,  nor  does  it  alFedt  the  earth  that  is  near 
it  i  but  this  earth  carried  to  another  place  does  not  pro- 
duce this  effect.     If  a  cane,  or  even  a  paper  tube,  be 
fet  about  two  inches  in  the  ground,  and  clofed  up  Vv^ith 
earth  below,  on  touching  the  top  of  it  with  a  live  coal, 
and  blowing  upon  it,  a  flamie  immediately  ilTues,  with- 
out burning  either  the  cane  or  the  paper,  provided  the 
edges  be  covered  with  clay ;  and  this  method  they  ufe 
for  light  in  their  houfes,  which  have  no  other  floor  but 
the  earth  :  three  or  four  of  thefe  lighted  canes  will  boil 
water  in  a  pot,  and  thus  they  drefs  their  victuals.    The 
flame  may  be  extinguilhed  in  the  fame  m^anner  as  that 
of  fpirits  of  wine.     The  ground  is  here  dry  and  ftony, 
and  the  more  itony  it  is,  the  ftronger  and  clearer  the 
flame  j  it  has  a  fulphurous  fnieli  like  naphtha  ;   but  it  is    • 
not  very  offenflve.     It  burns  lime  to  great  perfe6tion. 

Near  this  place  brimflone  is  dug,  and  fprings  of 
naptha  are  found.  The  chief  place  for  the  black  or  . 
dark  grey  naptha,  is  the  fmall  illand  Wetcy,  which  is 
now  uninhabited,  except  v/hen  they  are  taking  naph- 
tha. The  fprings  boil  up  highefc  when  the  weather  is 
thick  and  hazy  j  and  the  naphtha  often  takes  fire  on 
the  furface  j  and  runs  in  great  quantities  in  a  flame  into 
the  fea,  to  an  almoft  incredible  diftance  from  the  fhore. 
In  clear  weather  the  fprings  do  not  boil  up  above  two 
or  three  f^tt.  This  oily  fubilance  in  boiling  over  be- 
com.es  of  fuch  a  confiftence,  as  by  degrees  almoft  to 
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clofe  the  mouth  of  the  ipring :  fometimes  it  is  quite 
ciofeclj  and  forms  hillocks  as  black  as  pitch  j  but  when 
a  fpring  is  refified  in  one  place,  it  breaks  out  in  another; 
fome  that  have  not  been  long  open,  form  a  mouth  of 
eight  or  ten  fctt  diameter.  It  is  unpleafant  to  the  fmell, 
and  ii  moftly  ufed  by  the  poor  among  the  Perfians  and 
the  neighbouring  people,  as  we  ufe  oil  in  lamps,  or  to 
boil  their  provilions  -,  but  it  gives  the  food  a  dilagree- 
able  tafte.  It  burns  befl  when  mixed  with  a  Imal} 
quantity  of  allies ;  and  as  there  is  great  plenty  of  it, 
every  family  is  well  fupplied.  They  keep  it  in  earth- 
en velTels  under  ground,  at  a  fmall  difcance  from  their 
houfes,  on  account  of  its  being  very  liable  to  take  fire. 

In  the  pcninfula  of  Apcheron  there  is  a  v/hite  naptha 
of  a  much  thinner  confiftence,  which  the  Ruffians  drink 
as  a  cordial  and  medicine  :  it  is  alfo  ufed  externally, 
and  is  faid  to  be  carried  into  India,  where  being  pre- 
pared, it  makes  the  moil  beautiful  and  lading  varnilli 
yet  found. 

Our  author  having  with  much  difficulty,  and  after  wait- 
ing a  long  time,  obtained  a  recompence  for  his  loiTes, 
he  difpofed  of  the  cloth  he  had  recovered  at  Reffid, 
and  laid  out  the  produce,  as  well  as  the  money  he  held 
received,  in  rav  filk.  He  left  that  city  on  the  13th  of 
September,  and  arrived  at  Perrybazar,  v/here  he  em- 
barked in  a  flat-bottomed  Perfian  boat,  and  on  the  29th 
reached  Yerkie,  where  he  was  vifited  by  a  comimander 
of  a  guard-ffiip  fbationed  there,  by  whom  he  was  in- 
formed, that  if  he  had  any  other  goods  on  board,  but 
fuch  as  were  of  the  province  of  Ghilan,  and  did  not 
declare  them,  the  law  made  it  death  to  the  offender, 
befides  burning  the  ffiip  and  cargo.  As  Mr.  Bakcoonin, 
the  Ruffian  conful,  had  informed  the  governor  of  Afira- 
chan,  that  the  plague  was  at  Caffian,  they  were  ordered 
to  land  on  a  fmall  uninhabited  ifiand,  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
the  entrance  of  the  Volga;  where  a  fire  being  made,  a 
furgeon  and  his  attendants  took  the  windward  of  them, 
and  defired  to  fee  their  breafts,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  cafes  ; 
2,nd  after  he  was  fatisfied  that  they  had  no  infe6licn,  their 
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letters  were  delivered  to  him,  after  being  firil  dipped 
in  vinegar  and  dried  in  the  fmoke.  The  next  day  the 
commander  fent  for  Mr,  Hanway  and  the  captain  to 
come  again  on  fliore  on  the  iHand,  where  they  were  a 
fccond  time  interrogated  whether  they  had  any  Cailian 
o-oods  on  board,  and  in  virtue  of  an  order  he  had  re- 
ceived  for  that  purpofe,  defired  them  to  declare  m 
writing,  the  places  they  had  viiited  fince  their  leaving 
Ruffia, 

Having  v/aited  here  till  the  nth  of  Oclober  in  very 
difagreeablc  v/eather,  without  any  frefh  provifions,  a 
fignal  was  made  by  the  guard- fhip  for  Mr.  Hanway 
and  the  captain  to  come  on  board  -,  and  then  they  had 
the  mortification  of  being  ordered  to  perform  a  qua- 
rantine on  an  uninhabited  ifland  a  little  to  the  eadward. 
But  v/hat  aftedied  themi  moft  was  the  news  of  the  lofs 
of  all  their  letters,  difpatches  and  paiTports,  with  the 
lives  of  twelve  foldiers,  in  one  of  the  emprefs's  boats, 
which  v/as  fent  up  eleven  days  before,  and  had  been 
attacked  on  the  way  by  the  Kalmucks,  who  mur- 
dered the  v/hole  crew\ 

At  length  the  governor  of  Aftrachan,  imagining  that 
Mr.  Hanway  might  have  fomething  to  communicate 
to  him,  permitted  his  going  to  that  city,  on  condition 
of  his  rem-ainins;  a  v/eek  lon2:er  in  quarantine,  v/ithout 
bringing  with  him  the  leaft  part  of  his  clothes  or  bag- 
gage. He  therefore  on  the  soth,  w^cnt  up  a  fmall 
branch  of  the  Yolffa,  and  landed  on  the  ifland  Caraza, 
now  appointed  for  quarantine,  v^htvt  he  tound  ware- 
houfes  and  habitations,  with  thirty  foldiers.  Here  lodg- 
ino-s  vvere  appointed  for  him  in  a  houfe  detached  from 
the  crew  and  the  other  pailengers.  On  the  twenty- 
fixth  the  governor  of  Aftrachan  fent  his  barge  rov/ed 
by  twelve  grenadiers,  with  fome  of  his  ov/n  clothes : 
Mr.  Hanv/ay  was  then  required  to  ftrip  himfelf  entirely 
naked  in  the  open  air  j  and  to  pafs  through  the  morti- 
fying ceremony  of  having  a  large  pail  of  warm  water, 
thrown  upon  him. 


THROUGFI  RUSSIA  INTO  PERSIA.  413 


having  undergone  this  difagreeabk  difclplinej  he 
arked  for  Aftrachan,  and  on  the  27th  arrived  in 


embar 

that  city.  He  waited  on  the  governor  the  next  day  j 
but  found  his  behaviour  very  different  from  v/hat  is  was 
a  twelve-month  before  ;  for  he  was  verf  referved  upon 
the  article  of  trade  in  general,  though  very  inquifitive 
about  Mr.  Elton ;  and  though  Mr.  Hanw^ay  did  not 
come  empty  handed,  he  barely  met  v/ith  civility,  and 
paffed  his  time  in  a  very  difagreeable  manner,  fepara- 
ted  from  his  clothes,  his  fervants,  and  the  conveni- 
encies  of  life,  in  a  place  that  afibrded  no  amufement. 

On  the  22d  of  November,  he  obtained  leave  to  kt 
out  for  Peterlburgh  5  but  the  Volga  being  covered  with 
floating  ice,  he  refolved  to  travel  by  land  on  the  v/ef- 
tern  bank  of  that  river,  and  being  informed  that  the 
fecretary  of  the  fait  office  at  Afl"rachan,  and  feveral 
Ruffian  merchants,  under  the  convoy  of  five  CoiTacks, 
were  ready  to  depart,  he  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
joining  them  with  two  fervants,  who  were  all  he  had 
now  widi  him,  and  croffed  the  Volga. 

On  the  28th  they  met  a  large  caravan  going  to  Aflra- 
chan,  v/hich  informed  them  that  four  perfons  v/ere 
rnifTing  in  Zaritzen  and  Chernoyare,  and  as  a  bloody 
Ihirt  had  been  found  on  the  way,  it  was  concluded  that 
they  were  murdered.  Orders  v/ere  therefore  given  to 
the  Coffacks  to  keep  a  ftricter  watch  than  ufual ;  and 
fome  of  the  company  who  had  been  impatient  to  pro- 
ceed forvs^ards,  and  intended  to  leave  the  reft,  now 
thought  it  imiproper  to  feparate.  On  the  2d  of  De- 
cember they  found  a  Ruffian  v/aggon,  and  the  harnef- 
fes  of  feveral  horfes  belonging  to  the  five  perfons  who 
had  been  really  murdered,  and  the  next  day  they  reach- 
ed Zaritzen. 

During  Mr,  Hanway's  flay  there  he  dined  with  the 
fecretary,  who  afted  as  fub-governor  of  the  town,  and 
prefented  his  wife  to  the  company,  who  faluted  her 
according  to  cufhom.  She  then  prefented  a  falver  with 
imall  filver  cups  of  brandy,  v/hich  v/as  repeated  after 
dinner ;  but  fhe  did  not  fit  with  them  at  table :    our 
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author  was  equally  amazed  at  the  profuficn  of  the 
meats,  md  at  the  badnefs  of  the  cookery.  The  quan- 
tky  of  bad  wincj  fcrong  and  iinall  beer  drank  by  his 
companions  was  alfo  prodigious ;  it  was,  however,  a 
feaft  of  friendiliip  defigncd  to  reconcile  the  Aftrachan 
fecrctary,  and  one  of  the  principal  merchants  of  the 
city,  who;had  quarrelled ;  and  their  healths  being  drank^ 
the  mafter  of  the  houfe  obliged  themi  to  kifs  each  other; 
they  were  then  faluted  by  all  the  company  in  the  lame 
manner ;  after  this,  to  complete  the  farce,  they  began 
to  reproach  each  other  for  their  paft  injuries. 

As  the  fnow  now  rendered  the  road  im.paiTable  for 
wheel  carriages,  Mr.  Han  way  caufed  his  waggon  to  be 
placed  on  a  Hedge,  and  having  taken  leave  of  his  Ruf- 
fian friends  fet  cut  on  the  6th,  attended  only  by  two  fer- 
vants.  The  next  day  the  weather  was  fo  cold,  that 
fome  ilrong  wine  froze  under  his  feather  bed;  he 
that  night  reached  Cafnaliena,  fituated  on  the  Don : 
the  inhabitants,  who  are  a  mixture  of  Ruffians  and 
Circaifians,  are  poor,  but  bleffed  with  liberty.  The 
winds  now  blew  fo  hard  and  excelTive  cold,  that  the 
carriers  could  not  face  it,  and  were  frequently  obliged 
to  halt ;  the  ground  was  covered  withfnow,  and  it  often 
happens  that  the  paffengers  who  do  not  provide  a  com- 
pafs  to  dired  them,  lofe  their  way  and  perilh. 

Oa  the  13th  they  flopped  at  Brufano,  where  the 
inhabitants  informed  them  that  a  band  of  robbers  had 
the  nignt  before  broke  into  two  houfes,  and  not  con- 
tented with  plundering  them,  tortured  the  peafants  by 
putting  lire  between  their  fingers,  to  oblige  them 
to  deliver  their  m/jney.  Thefe  robbers  were  fo  clofely 
purfued,  that  Mr.  Hanway  and  his  attendants  ibund 
hams  and  other  provifions  they  had  dropped  in  their 
flight.  Upon  the  road  they  had  frequent  opportuni- 
ties of  obfcrving  in  what  manner  the  peafants  render 
their  huts  habitable  during  the  fe  verity  of  the  cold  wea- 
ther. Few  of  thcfe  having  chimneys,  the  fmoke  of 
the  fioves  is  carried  out  through  the  windows:  by  this 
means  they  are  filled  v/ith  fo  thick  a  cloud  of  fmoke. 
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that  is  impoffibie  to  breathe  at  above  tvv'o  or  three  feet 
from  the  floor,  till  the  wood  is  burnt  to  afhesj  and 
therefore  thofe  who  would  not  be  fuffocated  muft  crawl 
in  upon  their  hands  and  knees. 

On  the  2  2d  Mr.  Han  way  arrived  at  Mofcow,  where 
he  received  letters,  informing  him  of  the  death  of  a 
relation,  who  had  left  him  a  confiderable  fortune.  He 
ftaid  there  till  the  28th  of  December,  and  in  the  mean 
while  provided  a  light  fledge  in  which  he  was  deter- 
lilined  to  travel  poft.  Nothing  can  be  more  accom- 
modated to  eafe  arid  difpatch,  than  travellins;  in  fledg-es 
in  frofly  weather :  for  in  the  journey  our  author  now 
made  from  Mofcow  to  Peterll)urgh,  he  flept  without 
waking  while  he  advanced  100  werfts,  or  66  Englifli 
miles.  The  v^^hole  road  between  thefe  two  cities  was 
marked  out  in  the  fnow  by  young  fir-trees  planted  on 
both  fides,  at  the  difl:ance  of  about  20  yards,  which  at 
a  moderate  computation  amount  to  128,480  trees.  At 
certain  diftances  were  alfo  great  piles  of  v/ood,  to  be 
fet  on  fire  to  give  light  to  the  emprefs  and  her  court, 
if  they  paflfed  by  in  the  night.  On  thefe  occafions  her 
imperial  majefl:y  is  drawn  in  a  large  machine  that  con- 
tains her  bed,  a  table  and  other  conveniences,  where 
four  perfons  may  take  a  repall.  This  machine  is  fixed 
on  a  fledge,  and  drawn  by  twenty-four  pofl:  horfes, 
and  if  any  of  them  fall  on  the  road,  others  are  ready  to 
fupply  their  places.  She  is  generally  three  days  snd 
nights  on  the  way,  and  has  feveral  fmail  palaces  at  which 
flie  fometimes  (tops  to  refrefli  herfelf.  Though  the 
difrance  is  488  Englifli  miles,  Peter  the  Great  once 
made  the  journey  in  46  hours  j  but  he  did  not  travel 
in  the  fame  kind  of  carriao-e. 

Mr.  Hanway  arrived  at  Peteriburgh  on  the  firfl:  of 
January  1745,  having  performed  the  journey  from 
Mofcow  in  three  days  and  a  half.  He  had  been  abfent 
a  year  and  flxteen  weeks,  in  which  time  he  had  tra- 
velled above  4000  Englifli  miles  by  land. 

The  court  of  Peterfl3urgh  has  enjoyed  the  reputation 
of  being  one  of  the  moft  brilliant  in  Europe  ;    for  in 
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the  reign  of  the  late  emprefs  Anne  the  countenance 
foreigners  received,  added  much  to  its  fpiendid  ap- 
pearance. The  RiiiTians  are  flill  fond  of  rich  clothes. 
The  prefent  fovereign  Elizabeth  Petrov/na  the  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  the  great;,  on  certain  days  appears  in  mens 
clothes,  particularly  on  the  day  of  her  acceffion  to  the 
throne,  when  Ihe  treats  her  company  of  life  grenadier 
guards  at  fupper  in  the  grand  faloon  of  the  palace,  and 
fits  at  table  Vv^ith  her  oiTicers  in  regimentals,  as  their 
colonel.  This  company  with  refpect  to  their  ftature, 
comlinefs,  and  the  richnefs  of  their  uniforms,  can  hard- 
ly be  equalled  by  any  troops  in  Europe. 

By  the  admiralty,  where  fhipsofwar  are  built,  is  a  mag- 
nificent palace,  fituatedon  the  fouth  bank  of  the  Neva, 
near  the  centre  of  city,  and  in  the  eafiern  part,  is  the 
fumm^er  palace  and  gardens,  v/hich  abound  in  fine  fta- 
tues  and  delightful  walks,  yet  being  a  dead  flat  it  can 
produce  but  little  variety.  Near  it  is  the  theatre,  where 
Itahan  operas  and  French  comedies  are  acled  at  the  em- 
prefs's  expence,  to  which  foreigners  v/ao  make  any  ap- 
pearance, are  admitted.  Mafquerades,  bails,  and  con- 
certs are  alfo  frequent  at  court.  Two  poets,  our  au- 
thor obferves,  have  lately  ftarted  up  as  it  were  from  a 
ftate  of  darknefs,  and  wrote  tragedies  according  to 
modern  dramatic  rules.  Lord  Anfon's  voyage  round 
the  world,  Telemachus,  and  feveral  other  books  have 
aifo  been  tranOated  into  the  Ruffian  language. 

Elizabeth  Petrowna,  the  daughter  of  Peter  the  Great 
by  the  em.prefs  Catharine,  is  one  of  the  mod  accom- 
piifned  ladies  of  her  rank,  nor  was  her  perfon  lefs  ami- 
able 5  but  time  which  wears  off  the  charms  of  youth, 
has  rendered  her  corpulent :  y^t  Ihe  is  very  a6tive> 
dances,  hunts,  and  rides  on  horfeback :  fhc  feems  to 
delight  chiefly  in  feied  com.pani'es,  at  the  houfes  of  her 
favourites. 

This  emprefs  wears  the  order  of  St.  Andrew,  which 
is  a  blue  ribbon:  the  num,ber  of  knights  of  this  order 
are  near  fixty  j  but  it  is  not  confined.  The  order  of 
St.  Alexander,  is  inferior  to  this,  and  confiflis  of  thirty- 
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fix  knights,  who  wear  a  red  ribbon  :  there  is  alfo  an 
order  of  St.  Anne  of  Holilein,  which  is  diitinguifhed 
by  red  fbriped  with  yellow,  and  another  of  St.  Catha- 
rine, which  is  red  with  a  filver  edge,  and  is  intended 
only  for  women. 

Peteriburgh  was  founded  by  Peter  the  Great,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  and  may  now  be  con- 
fidered  as  uhe  modern  polite  metropolis*      Though  it 
was  fo  lately  a  morafs,  it  is  now  an  elegant  and  fuperb 
city,  very  hedthy,  and  abounding  in  all  the  neceffaries, 
and  many  of  the  fuperflultiei  of  life.     It  is  ranged  on 
both  fides  of  the  Neva,  extending  near  two  Englifli 
miles  from  eait  to  wed.    At  the  upper  end  of  the  north 
iide  is  the  citadel,  which  is  more  famous  for  the  num^ 
ber  of  lives  it  coft  in  building,  than  for  its  flrength  -. 
it  contains  a  itately  church,  in  which  are  depofited  the 
remains  of  its  founder,  Peter  the  Great,  and   his  em-^ 
prefs  Catharine,  and  it  is  alfo  a  prifon  for   offenders 
againfl  the  ilate.  The  city  has  neither  walls  nor  gates  j 
but  the  marfliy  land  near  it  to  the  north  and  fouth,  and 
the  gulph  of  Finland  to  the  eaft,  render  it  difficult  of 
approach  for  an  army.     As  Peter  the  Great  took  Am- 
fterdam  for  his  model,  it  is  divided  by  feveral  canals  j 
but  from  the  relu6lance  with  which  it  was  originally 
begun  by  his  fubje6ls,  and  from  errors  in  the  plan,  a 
part  of  it  ilill  remains  unexecuted,  and  in  others,  the 
houfes  are  too  near  the  canal  -,  but  there  are  fome  re- 
gular, broad,  and  well-built  ftreets,  and  feveral  very 
noble  edifices.     The  emprefs's  fondnefs  for  building 
has  contributed  to  the  beauty  of  the  city  ;  for  befides 
the  two  royal  palaces  already  mentioned,  ihe  has  built 
a  noble  one,  faid  to  be  intended  for  the  great  cluke. 
There  is  alfo  a  nunnery  lately  ere6led  -,  and  at  Czarfcho 
Zelo,  about  fifteen  Engliih  miles  diflant,  is  another 
royal  palace.     Thefe  edifices  are  moflly  of  brick,  plaf- 
tered  over,  fo  as  to  make  an  elegant  appearance  j   but 
the  work  is  generally  done  in   a  hurry,  and  the  mate- 
rials are  not  very  durable.     An  Italian  architedl  being 
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eftabiiilied  in  Rullia,  i^iotwithilaiidirig  the  difference  of 
the  climate,  the  talle  of  Italy  is  adopted  in  almoft  ail 
their  houies,  and  though  the  Severity  of  the  cold  is  fa 
great,  they  abound  much  more  in  windows  than  our 
houfes  in  England.  The  number  of  people  in  Peterf- 
burgh  are  com.puted  at  250,000,  including  the  garri- 
fon,  which  is  numerous  ;  but  in  reckoning  the  fubjeds 
throughout  the  whole  empire,  it  is  laid  down  as  a  rule, 
that  the  hundred  and  feventy-fifth  male  raifes  an  army 
of  near  50,000  men,  and  confequently,  fuppofmg  an 
equal  number  of  females,  the  whole  may  be  reckoned 
17,500,000;  but  the  tributary  Tartars,  the  Ruffian 
Ukraine,  and  the  conquered  provinces  are  not  included 
in  this  account.  The  revenues  of  the  Ruffian  emi- 
pire,  which  were  formerly  only  five  millions,  are  now 
increafed  to  fifteen  millions  of  rubles,  or  three  millions 
fterling,  and  are  yet  improveable,  without  diftreffing 
the  fubjed. 

As  to  the  climate  of  Ruffiia,  it  differs  extremely  in 
the  feveral  parts  of  it  included  in  Europe,  and  fliiil 
more  in  their  Afiatic  dominions.  AtPeterfourgh,  Fe- 
bruary generally  brings  with  it  a  bright  fun  and  a  clear 
fky,  every  objeft  feems  to  glitter  with  gems,  and  the 
nerves  become  braced  by  the  cold.  There  is  then  no 
fmall  amuiement  in  riding  in  fledges  upon  the  fnow, 
to  thofe  who  from  the  ien^th  of  the  v/inter,  have  for- 
got  the  much  fuperior  pleafure  wdiich  nature  prefents, 
when  clothed  in  all  her  verdure. 

March  is  frequently  attended  v/ith  fhowers,  which, 
with  the  heat  of  the  fun,  penetrate  the  ice  :  this  is  ge- 
nerally three  quarters  of  a  yard  thick  on  the  Neva, 
and  in  fome  great  rivers  to  the  north-eafl  much  thicker. 
This  renders  it  like  an  honey- comb,  and  about  the 
end  of  that  month  it  ufually  breaks  up. 

The  month  of  April  is  frequently  very  w^arm  -,  fum- 
mer  feems  to  precede  the  fpring  -,  for  it  is  fometimes 
the  firft  of  June  before  any  confiderable  verdure  ap- 
pears, and  then  the  intenfe  heat  brings  it  on  fo  taft, 
that  the  eye  can  difcover  its  progrtfs  from  day  to  day. 
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I" ill  the  middle  of  July  it  reems  to  be  one  continued 
day,  the  fun  not  entirely  difappearing  above  two  hours 
in  the  twentv-four  ;  but  the  deiipht  which  this  feafon 
naturally  affords,  is  confiderably  abated  by  the  extreme 
heat  of  the  weather ;  however,  a  week  feldom  paiTes 
-without  the  air  being  refreihed  by  foutherly  and  weft- 
.erly  Vv^inds,  v/hich  often  bring  gentle  fhowers.  Our 
author,  who  refidecl  about  five  years  in  this  city,  once 
^experienced  a  delightful  autumn  to  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber i  but  this  rarely  happens :  Auguft  clofes  the  icene, 
£0  that  ti'-iere  are  hardly  above  three  months  of  fum- 
mer. 

September  generally  brings  rain  and  froft;  the  feve- 
rity  of  both  is  increafed  in  06lober,  and  in  Noverri- 
•ber  the  Neva  is  always  frozen.  Then  comes  on  the 
.feafon  for  the  eafy  and  fpeedy  conveyance  on  the  fnow^ 
which  brin,g;s  frelli  provKion  to  market  a  thoufand  Eno-- 
iifli  miles  by  land,  and  the  beef  of  Archangel  is  often 
eaten  at  Peteriburgh.  In  December  and  January  the 
cold  is  fo  very  intenfe,  that  the  poor  vv^ho  are  over- 
taken  by  liquor,  or  expofed  to  tliQ  air  in  open  places, 
are  frequently  frozen  to  death.  But  the  abun- 
dance of  birch  and  alders  vAih  v^^hich  the  Ruffians  are' 
fupplicd,  and  the  commodioufnefs  of  their  ftovcs,  en- 
able them'  to  introduce  any  degree  of  heat  into  their 
houfes. 

The  RulTians  are  for  the  moit  part  of  a  m.iddle  Ma- 
ture, though  many  of  them  are  tail  and  comely.  The 
common  people  are  fond  of  their  ancient  cuftoms,  and 
though  the  msjority  of  them  fubmit  to  modern  im- 
provements, m^any  chufe  to  fuifer  great  inconvenien- 
cies,  and  to  pay  additional  .taxes,  rather  than  cut  olF 
their  beards,  and  to  conform  to  ibme  regulations  with 
refpecl  to  religion.  Wome-n,  in  general,  are  not  fo 
amiable  in  RulTia  as  in  many  other  countries  :  indeed, 
tlicy  daub  tiiemfelves  fo  much  with  paint,  as  to  conceal 
the  graces  which  nature  may  be  prefumed  to  have  be- 
iiOM'ed  on  them  :  for  they  generally  profefs,  that  if  they 
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have  fuflicient  plumpnefs,  they  can  procure  themfelves 
beauty. 

The  common  people  are  clothed  with  long  coats, 
made  of  drefTed  Iheep-flcins,  with  the  wool  towards 
their  bodies  -,  their  legs  and  feet  are  fwaddled  Vv'ith  a 
coarfe  cloth,  fecured  by  a  cord  of  reeds,  and  their  fan- 
dais  are  of  the  fame  materials.  Their  caps  are  lined 
with  fur,  and  cover  the  ears  and  neck,  as  v,/ell  as  the 
head:  tliey  w^ear  fafnes  round  their  v/aifts,  and  double 
gloves,  one  of  woollen  and  the  other  of  leather,  which 
take  in  the  hand  without  any  diftincSliion,  except  the 
thumb,  and  thefe  are  an  eilential  part  of  their  cloth- 
ing. However,  people  of  any  rank  generally  drefs  as 
we  do  in  England,  except  wearing  a  full  great  coat  lined 
with  fur,  with  a  deep  quilted  or  fur  lined  cap,  when 
they  go  abroad.  The  w/omen  of  the  lower  ciafs,  be- 
fides  their  petticoats,  wear  fneep-fkins  like  the  men; 
but  thofe  who  move  in  a  higher  fphere,  wear  flowered 
filk  cloaks,  lined  with  furs,  of  which  the  mioft  common 
fjrt  is  v/hite  hares.  Ladies  of  great  diftindlion  have 
them  lined  with  rich  furs,  and  almoil  conilantly  v/ear 
them. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1750.  Mr.  Hanway  left  Pe- 
terfburgh,  and  travelling  along  tiie  banks  of  the  Neva, 
came  to  the  palace  of  Strelna  Mufa,  which  is  about 
twenty  v/erfts  from  Peterfourgh,  It  is  fituated  on  an 
eminence,  and  commands  an  extenfive  view,  of  the 
gulph  of  Finland.  It  was  intended  to  be  a  m.ore  grand 
and  eleo-ant  buildino-  than  Peterhoff,  and  the  sfardens 
were  laid  out  in  a  tine  tafLe  \  but  the  death  of  Peter 
the  Great,  together  with  the  badnefs  of  the  foundation, 
but  a  flop  to  the  profecution  of  the  deiign.  The  pre- 
f^nt  emprefs  has  caufed  many  of  her  courtiers  to  build 
country  hcufes  on  tht  fouth  of  the  road  between  this 
palace  and  that  of  Peterhoff:  among  thefe,  the  houfe 
?ind  gardens  of  baron  Wolf  are  mofc  diftinguiflied  for 
their  extent  and  beauty:  however,  mcfl  of  thefe  coun- 
try houfes  are  built  of  v^ood,  and  little  expcnce  is  be- 
froy/ed  on  the  gardens. 
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Peter  the  Great  left  Peterhoff  a  mean  building  -,  but 
it  has  been  greatly  enlarged  and  beautified  by  the  pre- 
fent  empieis.  The  water-works  are  compared  to 
thofe  of  Verfailles,  with  this  difference  in  their  favour, 
that  the  waters  of  Peterhoif  are  more  fweet.  This  pa- 
lace is  lituatedon  an  eminence,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
gLilph  of  Finland,  of  which  it  commands  an  extenfive 
profpe6l,  as  well  as  of  the  ifland  of  Cronftadt.  The 
forefl:  of  mails  that  appears  from  the  bafons  of  that 
ifland  during  the  fummer  feafon,  gives  the  idea  of  a 
fiourifliing  commerce  ;  but  the  gardens  of  Peterhoff, 
though  they  afford  a  great  variety  of  fcenes,  yet  lying 
moitly  on  a  dead  flat,  and  the  walks  being  of  fand, 
they  fall  incomparably  fliort  of  thofe  belonging  to  the 
feats  of  many  noblemen  in  England. 

Mr.  Hanway  paffiiig  the  gulf  arrived  at  Cronfl;adt,. 
where  being  detained  for  feveral  days  by  tempefl:uous 
weather,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  dry 
dock  contrived  by  Peter  the  Great,  which  is  one  of  the 
greatefl:  curiofities  in  the  world  of  its  kind.  It  extends 
about  feven  .[lundred  fathoms,  is  fixty  fttt  broad  at  the 
bottorn,  eighty  feet  at  the  top,  and  is  forty  feet  deep, 
having  flood-gates  in  different  parts.  It  is  intended  to 
receive  fourteen  fliips  of  the  line  of  battle.  There  is  a 
grand  refervoir,  which  was  then  dug  almofl:  eighteen 
feet  lower  than  the  docks,  and  is  confequently  near 
fixty  feet  deep  :  it  is  about  fix  hundred  feet  long,  and 
three  hundred  feet  broad.  The  ifland  of  Cronftadt  is 
near  fifteen  miles  in  circumt'erence  ;  but  very  barren  : 
the  town  is  fuppofed  to  have  near  25,000  inhabitants, 
including  foidiers  and  failors. 

On  the  15th,  Mr.  Planway  embarked  in  a  fmall 
yatch  belonging  to  Dantzic,  and  on  the  i8th  landed  at 
Revel,  when  he  was  conduced  to  the  commander  of 
the  port,  of  whom  it  was  neceffary,  according  to  cuf- 
tom,  to  aflc  permiffion  to  enter  the  town.  This  place 
is  the  capital  of  Eilonia,  and  is  fifty  leagues  diftant 
from  Peterfburgh;  it  fubmitted  to  Peter  the  Great  by 
capitulation  in  17 10,  and  is  only  taxed  with  the  fupport 
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of  a  garrifon  cf  5000  foidiers  with  quarters^  and  3000 
ieamtn  with  not  only  quartersj  but  fire  and  candle. 
Within  the  wails  are  about  fix  hundred  houfes,  con- 
taining near  8000  fouls^  and  the  fuburbs  are  large  and 
well  inhabited.  The  people  feem  to  be  fbrnial  and 
referved ;  but  are  extremely  induilrious,  and  live  in 
iuch  fecurity,  that  they  might  lleep  with  their  doors 
open.  The  houfes  which  are  of  the  mofl:  durable  ma- 
terials, feem  all  prepared  for  the  reception  of  merchan- 
dize :  the  firft  apartment  into  which  one  enters  refem- 
bling  a  large  warehoufe.  The  country  abounds  in  corn, 
of  vvliich  tney  have  generally  great  magazines.  This 
vvas  formerly  a  free  town,  and  one  of  the  greateft  ports 
in  the  Baltic  j  Narva  being  its  only  competitor.  The 
Ruffians  then  brought  the  produce  of  their  own  country, 
as  v/ell  as  that  of  Pcrfia,  to  this  market ;  but  when  our 
author  v/as  there  the  trade  was  very  inconfiderable. 

Great  part  of  the  city  Hands  upon  an  eminence,  and 
is  defended  by  out-works,  a  moat,  and  a  wall  about  fix 
feet  thick,  and  forty  in  height.  The  itreets  are  neither 
broad  nor  reoular,  but  the  houfes  are  loftv  and  have 
fteep  roofs  to  cany  off  the  fhow.  The  town-houfe  is 
an  ancient  building,  and  contains  nothing  remarkable, 
bat  fome  fine  paintings,  which  are  in  great  eiteem. 
Here  are  four  Lutheran  churches  for  the  citizens,  and 
one  for  the  peafants  of  the  adjacent  country  i  alfo  two 
Greek  churches  for  the  ufe  of  the  Ruffians. 

On  the  19th,  Mr.  Hanway  reimbarked,  and  the  next 
day  reached  the  height  of  Gotland,  an  ifland  about 
feventy  miles  long,  and  twenty  broad  in  the  middle, 
diminidiing  at  each  end  almoll  to  a  point.  It  belongs 
to  the  Swedes,  and  has  eighteen  tov/ns  and  villages: 
but  though  it  was  formerly  very  rich,  it  has  been  fo 
often  plundered  in  time  of  war,  that  the  inhabitants  are 
not  in  the  moil:  fiourifning  fituation. 

On  the  24th  in  the  morning,  our  author  entered  the 
Viftula,  vi^hich  has  two  branches  up  to  Dantzic,  the 
deepeil  of  v/hich  is  formed  into  a  canal,  and  there  is  a 
caflle  about  two  Englil'h  miles  from  the  town.     1  ins 
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city  is  about  three  Engliih  miles  in  circumference,  and 
well  fortified  with  lofty  works  and  a  double  ditch  of 
water  -,  where  thefe  are  weakeil,  which  is  on  the  weft 
fide,  the  country  may  be  eafily  laid  under  water.  Thefe 
works  require  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  men  to  defend 
them  J  but  the  town  cannot  afford  above  fcvcn  hundred. 
By  the  civil  behaviour  of  the  foldiers  to  fcrangers,  one  may 
eafily  obferve  the  difference  between  troops  in  the  im- 
mediate pay  of  citizens,  andthofe  under  crowned  heads. 
The  houfes  of  Dantzic  are  generally  five  fiories  high, 
which  make  the  ftreets  appear  the  narrower,  efpecially 
as  the  entrance  into  the  houfes  is  by  four  or  five  ftone 
fteps,  and  a  balcony,  both  which  makes  a  projedlion 
of  ten  or  twelve  feet :  they  are  kept  clean  after  the 
manner  of  the  Dutch,  though  with  lefs  nicety.  Many 
of  the  ftreets  are  planted  with  wild  chefnut-trees  about 
30  feet  high,  which  afford  an  agreeable  ilieiterj  but 
the  inhabitants  are  more  agreeable  than  their  houfes 
and  trees.  The  women  refemble  the  Englifli  in  their 
ftature,  countenance,  and  air  -,  but  the  bad  ones  make 
a  market  of  their  beauty  in  the  neighbouring  countries^ 
where  they  are  remarkably  eminent  in  a  profefTion  that 
is  apt  to  convert  beauty  into  deformity,  and  health  into 
difeafe.  The  women  of  diftinccion  atfe61:  the  manners 
of  the  Poles,  and  the  moft  refpe6lful  way  of  faluting  a 
lady  is  to  kifs  her  hand,  if  one  does  not  cliufe  to  ftoop 
fo  low  as  tt>s  hem  of  her  petticoat,  as  is  commonly 
pradifed  by  the  Poles. 

A  republican  fpirit  prevails  in  this  great  trading  city,, 
which  is  under  the  protection  of  the  Poles.  The  arfe- 
nal  contains  a  good  colle£lion  of  arms  :  but  as  in  moft 
places  of  the  like  nature,  it  has  many  that  are  old  and 
ufelefs.  They  pretend  to  have  150  large  brafs  cannon,, 
fome  of  which  are  laid  to  weigh  15,000  pounds. 

Among  the  curiofities  that  moft  engaged  our  author's 
attention,  v/as  the  great  Lutheran  church,  which  is  an 
ancient  ftru<5lure  that  has  not  been  much  changed  by 
the  cftabliiliment  of  the  protePcant  religion  in  this  city; 
lor  it  was  ao;reed  by  treaties  to  leave  the  crucifixes. 
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images  and  pid:ures,  as  in  the  times  of  popery.  They 
fheW  a  very  curious  piece  of  painting  on  wood,  of  the 
refurredion  by  Van  Dyck.  It  is  much  admired,  par- 
ticularly for  the  hands  and  face,  and  is  faid  to  be  one 
of  the  firil  performances  in  oil  colours;  yet  is  fo  per- 
fedb,  and  delicate,  as  to  bear  the  niceit  examination. 

The  moil  confiderable  branch  of  the  trade  of  Dant- 
zic  is  that  of  corn,  which  is  brought  by  the  Polanders, 
in  large  barks  of  about  fifty  tons  burthen,  down  the 
Viftuia.  In  plentiful  years  thefe  barks  annually  amount 
to  about  i6co.  As  thefe  cargoes  are  often  expofed  to 
the  w^eather,  it  is  cuftomary  to  fpread  their  fails  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  and  to  dry  their  corn  upon  them. 
They  alfo  export  bees-wax  to  the  annual  amount  of 
near  looo  fchippounds  :  befides  narrow  linens,  fack- 
ing,  pot-afh,  pearl-afh,  pipe-flaves,  and  oak  plank. 

Mr.  Han  way  having  fpent  a  week  very  agreeably  at 
Dantzic,  provided  a  chariot,  and  took  leave  of  his 
friends.  The  territories  of  this  city  extend  weflward 
between  two  and  three  German  miles*.  The  country 
is  agreeable,  but  the  foil  feems  mean.  He  then  palTed 
through  a  fmall  trad  of  Polifh  Prufiia,  where  the  in- 
habitants are  miferably  poor. 

At  Dunemorfc,  which  is  five  German  miles  from 
Dantzic,  he  entered  PrufTian  Pom.erania,  where  the 
faces  of  things  began  to  change  much  for  the  better. 
He  then  proceeded  to  Stolpe,  a  fmall  city,  furroundcd 
with  corn  and  meadow  lands,  where  the  inhabitants 
feem  to  wear  their  chains  with  great  chearfulnefs.  The 
common  people  have  a  fmattering  of  the  French  lan- 
guage. On  our  author's  entering  and  departing,  he 
was  examined  from  whence  he  cam.e,  and  where  he 
was  travelling:  this  ispradifed  on  all  travellers  in  every 
town  throughout  the  Pruffian  dominions,  and  being 
performed  in  a  very  regular  manner,  it  ferves  to  pre- 
ferve  the  idea  of  watchfulnefs  and  military  difcipiine. 

*  A  German  mile  is  in  fome  placci,  four,  and  in  others  five  Eng- 
lifli  miles. 
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He  proceeded  three  German  miles  to  Schlave,  over 
an  open  pieafant  country  of  arable  lands,  pretty  well 
inhabited,  though  the  foil  is  Tandy,  and  can  therefore 
produce  but  Render  crops.  He  from  thence  went  to 
Coeflin,  which  had  fome  years  before  been  burnt  down, 
but  is  rebuilt  with  regularity  and  elegance,  though  with 
great  parfimony,  which  the  circumiiances  of  the  inha- 
bitants rendered  abfolutely  neceffary.  In  the  market- 
place is  a  flone  itatue  of  the  lace  king  of  Prufiia.  He 
then  proceeded  to  Stargard,  the  metropolis  of  Pruffian 
Poraerania,  where  is  a  cathedral  church  of  great  anti- 
quity, and  three  reformed  churches,  in  one  of  which 
the  fervice  is  performed  in  French.  At  three  miles 
diftance  is  a  town  called  Pyritz,  which  is  furround- 
ed  by  an  ancient  fortification,  and  has  a  very  large 
church  built  with  brick. 

He  next  arrived  at  Koeninfburg,  a  fmall  town  on  the 
Oder,  and  from  thence  travelled  three  miles  to  Anger- 
mund,  paffing  over  the  Oder  on  a  bridge  of  timber. 
On  the  north  bank  is  a  fine  palace  and  garden  belong- 
ing to  the  margrave  of  Schwedt,  with  a  very  neat  town 
of  the  fame  name  adjacent.  The  avenue  to  the  bridge 
and  town  is  throv/n  up  between  meadow  lands ;  it  is 
planted  on  each  fide  with  willows,  as  the  other  fide  of 
the  town  is  with  wild  chefnuts,  which  intercept  the 
view  of  the  corn  and  tobacco  fields.  Near  this  place 
Mr.  Hanway  faw  the  bodies  of  two  maiefad:ors  who 
had  been  broken  on  the  wheel :  he  obferves,  that  near 
every  town  a  gallows  is  ere6led  on  an  eminence,  though 
the  o-ood  o-overnment  of  this  country  renders  execu- 
tions  very  rare. 

The  palace  of  the  margrave  makes  a  itriking  figure, 
as  it  is  the  only  obje6t  that  has  the  appearance  of  gran- 
deur or  fiate,  on  the  road  quite  from  Dantzic.  The 
men  of  family  and  fortune  in  this  country  all  flock  to 
court  i  and  agriculture  from  which  they  derive  their 
fupport,  receives  no  improvement  from  their  perfonal 
attendance. 

VOL.    V.  -?   H 
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From  hence  he  proceeded  to  Berlin,  and  the  nearer 
he  approached  to  that  city,  the  more  he  found  the  face 
of  things  improve  i  but  here  are  no  inclofures  to  beau- 
tify the  profpe6l,  nor  richnefs  of  foil  to  exhibit  that 
perpetual  verdure  which  England  enjoys.  From  Dant- 
zic  to  Berlin  is  fifty- feven  Germxan  miles,  which  are 
computed  to  be  equal  to  250  Englifh  miles.  The 
entrance  into  Berlin  is  airy  and  elegant ;  the  ftreets  are 
regular,  and  clean,  and  the  houfes  uniform.  <- In  going 
towards  the  palace  on  the  Pont  Neuf,  or  New  Bncige, 
which  is  of  ftone,  over  the  Spree,  is  an  equeftrian 
ilatue  of  Frederic  William  the  Great,  which  is  eileem- 
ed  a  piece  of  exquifite  workmaniliip ;  it  was  cred;ed 
by  Frederic  I.  king  of  Pruffia,  who  alfo  built  the  pa- 
lace, which  is  very  magnificent,  A  foldier  attended 
our  author  from  the  gate  to  his  lodgings,  in  order  to 
examine  his  baggage. 

This  city  was  full  of  bufy  pleafant  countenances, 
and  there  were  feveral  perfbns  at  this  court  famous 
in  the  literary  v/orld.  The  firfl  obje6t  that  flrikes 
the  flranger  is  the  king's  palace,  called  the  caflle  -,  but 
one  fide  of  the  interior  fquare  of  this  building  is  no 
v/ays  equal  to  the  reft,  it  being  the  old  apartment  once 
inhabited  by  the  prefent  king's  grandfather,  and  has 
not  yet  been  rebuilt.  The  vvails  of  the  grand  front  are 
fcven  or  eight  feet  thick,  which  makes  the  rooms 
dark. 

'Tis  a  pleafure  to  obferve  the  great  ceconomy  of  this 
court,  the  apartments  in  the  palace  are  adorned  Vv'ith 
filver  in  every  fnape  -,  but  thefe  ornaments  are  fo  maf- 
fy,  that  the  fafhion  is  not  more  than  7/.  per  cent,  {o 
that  four  millions  of  dollars  might  be  reahzed  with  great 
eafe,  if  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate  ftiould  require  it. 
Here  are  the  pi6tures  of  Charles  V.  and  his  emprefs, 
the  frames  of  which  are  of  filver,  each  weighing  fix 
centners,  or  660  pounds,  and  there  is  a  grand  crown 
lullre  of  feventeen  centners.  There  are  alfo  pieces  of 
three,  four  or  five  centners,  and  a  grand  mufic  gallery 
finely  ornamented,  all  of  filver :  one  end  of  a  large  apart- 
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ment,  for  about  twenty  ket  high,  and  as  many  broad;  is 
richly  furniihed  with  gilt  plate  :  ail  this  is  merely  pa- 
rade, the  court  having  other  fervices  of  plate  for  ufe. 

The  king's  particular  apartments  are  elegant ;  but 
have  nothing  extraordinary;  the  prevailing  talle  is 
white  ilucco  and  gilding.  Several  of  the  private  apart- 
ments have  tables,  with  pens,  ink  and  loofe  papers, 
which  indicate  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs,  more  than  the 
regularity  and  elegance  one  naturally  cxpe6bs  to  find  in 
a  royal  palace.  The  hall  has  feveral  good  paintings, 
and  the  grand  faloon  is  adorned  with  four  pieces  of 
tapefty,  reprelcnting  our  Saviour  driving  out  the 
money-changers,  his  wailiing  the  difciples  feet,  the 
miraculous  draught  of  fiihes,  and  his  iafl  (upper.  The 
throne  in  the  audience  chamber  is  of  velvet  embroider- 
ed with  gold  in  a  grand  talle  ^  but  not  loaded  with 
ornaments.  There  is  nothing  extraordinary  in  the  old 
quarter  of  the  place,  except  a  bed  of  crimfon  velvet, 
which  has  above  two  hundred  cyphers  with  eledtoral 
crowns,  all  fet  with  per als,  and  the  chairs  in  this  room 
are  in  the  fame  tafte.  It  is  ufualfor  perfons  of  the  royal 
blood  to  lie  in  this    bed  on  the  firft  nig-ht   of  their 
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The  arfenal  forms  one  fide  of  the  palace-,  and  is  faid 
to  be  well  furnifned  with  arms  -,  but  as  the  vifiting  it 
is  attended  with  fome  difagreeable  ceremonies,  our 
.author  declined  it.  This  is  a  very  elegant  ftruclure  ^ 
but  has  rather  twogrcataprofufion  of  ornaments  i  thefe 
are,  however,  extremely  well  adapted  to  the  nature  of 
the  building. 

From,  the  palace  he  went  to  the  library,  which,  he 
fays,  would  be  a  mean  apartment  for  a  common  fchooL 
But  all  who  appear  like  gentlemen  have  the  liberty  of 
reading  here  from  ten  in  the  morning  till  two  in  the  af- 
ternoon. Here  are  five  hundred  bibles  of  difFerent  lan- 
guages and  editions,  and  one  kept  as  a  kind  of  reli6l, 
faid  to  be  that  which  Charles  L  king  of  England  ufed 
w-hen  he  was  beheaded.  It  was  prefented  by  Dr.  Jux- 
ton,  to  jthe  eledor  of  Brandenburg,     Here  is  alfo  the 
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koran  In  manufcript  in  a  fmall  o6lagon  ;  the  charac- 
ter is  fo  minute,  and  the  paper  is  fo  thin,  as  to  be  only- 
one  inch  and  a  half  in  buik  :  there  are  likewile  feveral 
manufcripts  on  rehgion,  morals,  and  politics,  faid  to 
be  wrote  by  cardinal  Mazarm. 

The  opera-houfe  is  an  elegant  modern  edifice  -,  the 
fcenes  are  fplendid,  and  in  an  exquifite  taite.  It  has 
three  galleries,  and  will  contain  about  two  thoufand 
perfons.  The  columins  that  fupport  the  roof,  are  calcu- 
lated to  throw  the  whole  into  a  grand  faloon,  but  are 
apt  to  obllrud:  the  movemient  of  the  fcenes.  The  or- 
cheilra  confifts  of  about  fifty  muficians,  who  are  paid 
a  very  moderate  price  for  their  labour.  This  amufe- 
ment  is  entirely  fupported  at  the  king's  expence,  and 
rendered  in  fome  degree  fubfervient  to  the  ends  of  go- 
vernment. The  extreme  delight  the  king  takes  in  mu- 
fic,  and  the  great  knowledge  he  has  of  that  fcience, 
have  carried  this  entertainment  to  a  very  high  perfec- 
tion. In  the  upper  galleries  on  each  fide  of  the  ftage, 
fix  trumipeters  are  feated,  who  falute  the  queen-confort 
when  fhe  enters  the  houfe  or  retires;  but  the  king  him- 
felf,  who  a6ls  in  a  fphere  fuperior  to  the  rules  of  pom- 
pous ceremony,  forbids  this  faiutation  to  his  own 
perfon. 

Mon  Bijou  was  the  refidence  of  the  queen-mother, 
who  was  fifter  to  his  late  majcfty  the  king  of  Great- 
Britain.  This  is  a  little  elegant  palace.  Rere  is  a 
pretty  gallery  of  blue  and  white  porcelain,  and  in  an- 
other apartment  there  are  feveral  rich  pieces  of  Saxon 
porcelain.  The  gardens  are  fmall,  and  proportioned 
to  the  fize  of  the  building. 

The  city  of  Berlin  has  a  regular  fortification,  though 
it  is  not  very  formidable.  Strangers  remark,  that  Ber- 
lin is  a  little  Paris,  the  French  language  being  gene- 
rally as  Vvxll  underilood  as  the  German.  The  city 
abounds  in  elegant  fl:ru6lures  and  regular  flreets,  and 
is  near  one-third  as  big  as  London  ;  but  does  not  con- 
tain more  than  an  eighth  part  of  the  inhabitants:  from 
T.yhence  it  may  be  eafily  accounted  for,  why  grafs  is 
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found  growing  in  many  of  their  principal  ftrcets.  The 
people  here  make  woollen  cloth  liiiiicient  for  the  army, 
and  great  part  of  their  home  confumption.  They  are 
fuppiied  with  linen  from  Silefra.  P4any  thoufand 
French  manufadiurers  having  found  protection  in  this 
country,  gold  and  fiiver  lace,  and  wrought  iiiks  are 
hardly  to  be  bought  in  any  other  place  lo  cheap.  It 
was  v/ith  furprife  our  author  learned  that  the  environs 
of  Berlin  produce  400  pounds  weight  of  raw  filk.  Some 
of  the  courtiers  who  cfpouie  commercial  fchemes,  flat- 
tered themdelves  that  the  climate  would  admit  of  a 
large  produftion  of  this  kind  -,  but  it  does  not  promiife 
the  fuccefs  expe6led. 

Before  Mr.  Hanway  took  his  final  leave  of  Berlin, 
his  curioiity  carried  him.  to  Charlottenburg,  which  is 
about  a  Germ.an  mdle  diftant  from  the  city.  This  pa- 
lace was  founded  by  the  king's  grandfather,  and  his 
prefent  mjajefty  has  finifiied  it  according  to  his  own 
tafce,  which  is  extremely  elegant.  There  is  a  range  of 
about  ten  apartments  well  difpofed,  adorned  with  white 
ilucco  and  gilding.  The  ball-room  is  worthy  of  th^ 
king,  who  is  faid  to  have  deiignecl  it.  It  has  ten  win- 
dows on  each  fide,  and  befides  the  flucco  and  oildino- 
Vv'hich  are  here  richer  than  in  the  other  rooms,  it  is 
adorned  with  buflis,  ftatues,  and  large  pier  glaifes. 
The  gardens  are  laid  out  with  tafte,  and  the  ftatues 
well  difpofed. 

It  will  not  be  here  either  improper  or  unentertaining 
to  give  Mr.  Flanway's  charadter  of  the  prefent  king  of 
of  Pruffia,  dilated  by  that  gentleman's  inripartiality, 
and  well  known  love  of  truth,  at  a  time  when  the  pre- 
judices of  the  Englifh  v/ere  ftrongly  raifed  againfl  that 
prince.  Mr.  Hanway  obferves,  that  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fia was  then  confidered  as  no  friend  to  Great-Britain ; 
but  adds,  there  is  a  pieafure  in  praifmg  the  worthy, 
whether  they  happen  to  be  our  friends  or  not.  Fre- 
derick III.  king  of  PruiTla  and  elector  of  Branden- 
burg, was  born  on  the  24th  of  January,  17 12,  and  was 
tht  fon  of  king  Frederick  WiiUam,  by  Sophia  Doro- 
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thea^  the  fifter  of  king  George  II.  He  afcended  th-e 
throne  on  the  2iil  of  May,  1740,  and  was  therefore 
twenty-eight  years  of  age  when  his  father  died.  He 
had  an  early  tafle  of  literature  and  the  polite  arts,  and 
diilinguifned  himfeif  by  the  delicacy  of  his  manners, 
in  oppofition  to  the  inelegant  cuftoms  that  prevailed  at 
his  father's  court.  The  late  king  Frederick  was  a  lover 
Oi  drinking,  a  vice  which  in  few  countries  is  more  fa- 
miliar than  in  Germany.  The  prince  abominated  this 
vice,  and  this,  v/ith  other  correfpondent  circumflances^ 
at  length  determined  him  to  leave  his  father  in  a  fecret 
manner,  and  to  go,  as  it  was  faid  he  intended,  to  the 
Britiih  court ;  but  the  attempt  was  fruftrated,  and  coft 
-an  unhappy  gentleman  his  head. 

V\^hen  princes  are  really  God's  vicegerents,  religion 
mufc  be  the  bafis  of  their  government  and  politics  :  this 
prince  is,  however,  by  many  reputed  to  be  a  free-thinker 
in  the  worfl  fenfe  of  the  word  ;  but  the  rule  of  his  go- 
vernment, and  his  fuperiority  to  the  vanities  and  mean 
gratifications  of  life,  does  not  favour  fo  harfh  a  judg- 
ment. So  far  from  adopting  Machiaveiian  principles, 
the  Anti-Machiavel  is  faid  to  have  been  wrote  by  him, 
or  his  favourite  Voltaire,  in  confutation  of  thofc  max- 
ims which  ridicule  a  llrid:  adherence  to  equity,  and  dif- 
interefled  love  of  mankind. 

One  might  be  tempted  to  think,  that  commercial 
proje6i:s  in  a  country  fo  entirely  military  as  Pruffia  could 
hardly  be  brought  to  any  perfection  ;  yet  if  we  con- 
iider  the  fcri6t  difcipllne  of  the  Pruffian  army,  it  is  the 
more  eafy  to  be  reconciled. 

There  is  one  circuraftance  in  favour  of  his  Pruilian 
maiefly  beyond  any  other  prince  in  Europe  ;  I  mean 
tliat  great  ceconomy  of  his  government  and  perfonal 
expence.  The  allowance  of  his  table  is  but  thirty 
crowns,  or  5L  5  s.  a  day,  fifli  and  wine  excepted,  in 
vvhich  he  is  at  no  great  expence.  Potfdam  is  the  fa- 
vourite refidcnce  of  the  king  of  Prufiia,  who  here 
avoids  the  empty  ceremonies  of  a  court.  Pie  enter- 
tains at  his  table  twelve  perfons :  thofe  of  his  miniftcrs 
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moil  in  favour  are  firil  invited,  with  thofe  of  foreign 
princes  who  happen  to  be  at  Potfdam,  and  his  oflicersj 
even  to  an  enfign,  fill  up  the  vacant  places :  but  this 
condefcenfion,  is  not  the  only  means  he  employs  to  re- 
commend himfelf  to  the  love  of  his  foldiers.  The 
meaneft  officer  knows  that  his  injuries  will  be  redrelTed 
by  the  king :  for  wherever  his  quarters  arc,  he  need 
but  write  to  his  Majefty,  and  by  the  return  of  the  pofl 
he  may  expe6l  an  anfwer,  frequently  wrote  by  this  great 
prince's  own  hand.  Nay,  he  even  fometimec  goes  fo 
far  as  to  advife  v;liere  he  thinks  the  party  errs  in  judg- 
ment, or  is  influenced  by  fome  unreaionable  defire. 
His  converfacion  is  free  and  eafy,  even  to  jelling  j  but 
hepalTes  from  the  gay  to  the  ferious  in  an  inilantj  and 
fupports  his  dignity  both  from  the  te^iT  and  the  affec- 
tion of  thofe  about  him. 

He  requires  delicate  food,  but  eats  moderately,  and 
mixes  water  with  his  wine  :  he  takes  Spanifh  (huff  to 
excefs,  fo  that  his  clothes  can  fcarce  be  clear  of  it. 
He  ufed  to  drink  liberally  of  champaign,  and  eat  rich- 
fruits  foaked  in  ilrong  wine ;  but  having  been  feveral 
times  afflidied  with  fevers,  he  is  become  abilemious. 

He  appears  rather  plump  than  corpulent  -,  his  face 
looks  foil  of  blood,  and  his  countenance  is  inclined  ta 
the  penfive,  but  is  very  expreffive,  in  fomic  m.eafure 
indicating  the  inceilant  labour  of  his  mind.  Since  the 
late  war  he  is  much  broken  and  ftoops,  which  takes 
oft  from  his  figure.  Fie  often  appears  in  boots, 
and  always  in  his  regimentals,  which  are  a  blue  frock 
with  filver  Brandenbergs,  and  he  is  mailer  of  only  one 
change  for  the  winter,  and  another  for  the  fummer. 
Our  author  faw  his  wardrobe,  which,  indeed,  is  very 
mean,  or  very  grand,  according  to  the  imprefTion  it: 
makes  on  the  fpedator.  The  king  is,  in  this  parti- 
cular, a  copy  of  Peter  the  Great. 

His  bed,  which  Mr.  Han  way  particularly  obferved 
at  Charlottenburg,  was  in  a  fmall  alcove  or  nich,  and 
confiiled  of  only  two  mattreiTes  under  the  cover  of  a 
down,  quilt,  without  the  leall  ornament  or  mark  of 
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grandeur.  He  often  ailcs  his  moil  familiar  favourites^ 
if  they  think  the  condition  of  a  king  above  all  others 
the  mioft  defirabie  ?  and  then  tells  them  how  eafily  they 
may  re6tify  their  opinion,  by  obferving  the  great  la- 
bour and  attention  the  duty  of  a  king  requires. 

So  little  does  he  obferve  ufelefs  forms,  that  he  has 
ri fen  from  his  chair  at  hisv/riting  table,  and  caufed  his 
engraver  to  take  his  place,  and  vvrite  down  the  orders 
which  he  di6lated  (landing.  That  he  has  a  high  fenfe  of 
friendfriip  and  gratitude,  Mr.  Hanway  thinks  is  obvi- 
ous, fromafingie  circum.fcance  v/hich  happened  during 
his  abode  at  Berlin.  Mr.  Keith,  with  whom  our  au- 
thor was  acquainted,  had  been  obliged  in  the  late  king's 
reign  to  leave  his  country,  for  his  devotion  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  prefent  majefs:y.  On  his  return  home,  that 
gentleman  naturally  expefted  a  kind  reception  :  but  the 
king  having  now  adopted  other  principles,  was  refolved 
to  inculcate  the  neceflity  of  obedience  to  the  fovereignj 
however,  he  allowed  him  a  peniion,  gave  him  the  rank 
of  lieutenant,  and  placed  him  near  the  queen-mother. 
At  length  being  convinced  of  his  worth,  he  took  an 
opportunity  to  remember  his  faithful  fervant.  On  oc- 
cafion  of  a  m.ock  battle  fought  near  Berlin,  the  king 
ordered  a  few  trees,  to  an  inconliderable  value,  to  be 
cut  down  on  the  cilate  of  Madam  Kneephaufe,  the 
mother-in-law  of  Mr.  Keith,  with  whom  alfo  Mr. 
Keith  did  not  (land  very  fair.  Flis  maiefty,  feeing  Mr. 
Keith  at  court  the  day  after,  called  to  him,  and  in  very 
obliging  terms  aflced  him,  **  ¥7111 3/ou  do  me  a  plcafure  ? 
Carry  this  cailcetto  your  mother-in-law,  with  miy  com- 
plim.ents,  and  here  is  the  key  of  it,"  In  it  were  found 
10,000  crovv^ns  in  gold,  and  a  very  polite  letter  to  that 
ladv,  recommending  Mr.  Keith  to  her  in  the  ilronoeft 
and  mofc  affe(5i:ionate  termiS. 

With  regard  to  filial  duties,  ''  few  priv^ate  men,  fays 
our  author,  treat  their  parents  with  more  refpe6l  than 
he  does  his  mother*,  whom,  he  never  approaches  co- 

*  Her  majefty  is  fmce  dead. 
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vered,  nor  without  the  higheft  expreilions  of  reve- 
rence :  when  he  is  in  Berlin,  he  vifits  her  every  day  ; 
nor  does  he  treat  hisfifters  with  lefs  politenefs.  He  is 
civil  to  his  ov/n  queen,  but  nothing  more  :  this  is  a 
part  of  his  hiftory,  which  the  people-  do  not  talk  of. 
I  obferved  in  the  opera-houfe,  that  he  placed  the  mar- 
gravine of  Bareith  at  his  right  hand ,  and  when  he  took 
liis  leave,  retired  backwards  two  or  three  yards." 

Befides  his  great  flvill  in  mufic,  in  which  he  com- 
pofes  as  well  as  performs,  he  has  a  tafte  for  poecry ; 
and  after  fuffering  all  the  fatigues  of  a  general  in  the 
day,  he  polfeiTes  fuch  tranquillity  as  to  anfwer  lettei*3 
of  pleafure  and  politenefs,  and  even  to  write  verfes  in 
the  evening,  as  I  was  affarcd  by  one  of  his  chaplains. 
His  memoirs  of  the  houfe  of  Brandenburg,  are  a  proof 
of  his  abilities  as  an  author* 

The  grand  fecret  of  life,  v/ith  regard  to  the  execu- 
tion of  much  bufmefs  of  every  kind,  is  a  proper  dif- 
tribution  of  the  feveral  iiours  of  the  day ,  v/hich  nobody 
underftands  better  than  his  PrufTiaa  majefty.  His  con- 
ftitution  having  iliffered  hv  too  little  reil,  he  now  s:oe3 
to  bed  early,  and  ileeps  fevePi  or  eight  hours ;  by  this 
means  he  is  in  a  condition  to  rife  early  ^  and  befides  the 
bufinefs  of  the  cabinet  and  parade,  he  can  enjoy  his 
favourite  pleafures  of  books  and  mufic.  It  is  amazing 
that  he  can  be  fo  devoted  to  bufmefs,  and  yet  fo  fond 
of  mufic,  in  which  few,  v/ho  have. not  a  good  genius 
arrive  at  any  great  proficiency  :  but  of  all  the  enjoy- 
ments o[  {cnfcy  fays  an  eminent  divine,  this  is  the  leail 
fenfual.  When  not  engaged  in  war,  he  generail7 
fpends  a  fnort  time  in  playing  on  the  German  flute  every 
morning,  before  he  goes  to  the  cabinet;  there  he  fcays 
till  eleven  ;  he  then  receives  foreign  minifters,  and 
executes  bufinefs  of  a  m.ore  public  nature  till  noon:  he 
then  ufually  g-oes  abroad,  and  <"i:ratiiies  himfelt  in  feeing' 

J      CD  -'  O  ^  O 

military  exercifes,  performing  the  duty  of  a  foldier, 
and  keeping  up  the  fpirit  of  difcipline.  Soon  after  one 
he  dines;   about   three  one  of  the   fecretaries  reads  to 
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him^  and  in  the  evening  he  has  a  concert.  This  is  the 
ufual  manner  in  which  he  fills  up  the  day.  There  has 
been  much  talk  of  the  fecret  m.anner  in  v/hich  he  con- 
du6ls  bufmefs ;  but  befides  the  execution  of  fome  im- 
portant parts  of  it  with  his  own  hand,  his  fecretaries 
have  every  one  their  private  apartment,  and  each  his 
particular  province  afTigned,  fothat  if  he  difcovers  that 
any  of  them  are  unfaithful,  there  is  no  difficulty  where 
to  fix  it» 

Mr.  Hanway  foon  after  obferving,  that  the  fteady 
hand  with  which  this  prince  conducts  his  government, 
promifes  a  happy  reign,  adds  thefe  rem.arkable  words, 
which  the  event  feems  to  have  rendered  in  a  m.anner 
prophetic :  *'  The  time  may  come,  when  it  will  be 
the  mutual  in te reft  of  this  nation,  and  the  houfe  of 
Brandenburg,  to  unite  again. — But  whatever  changes 
time  may  produce  in  ftates  ever  lubje<5t  to  change,  ho- 
nour, I  think,  will  be  due  to  the  prefent  king  of  Pruf- 
fia  from  us,  and  all  mankind.  He  has  eftablifhed  a 
repuiation  upon  the  fureil  foundation,  was  it  only  for 
that  bold  and  generous  ftroke  in  politics,  in  dclivering 
his  country  from  the  jaws  of  lawyers,  who  before  his 
time,  at  lead  in  Brandenburg,  fported  with  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  the  wretched,  and  faw  unmoved  the  tears  of  the 
widow.  In  the  Pruffian  dominions  the  decifion  of  caufes 
cannot  now  be  protradted  to  a  tormenting  length.  How 
long  this  v/ili  laft,  it  is  hard  to  fay,  unlefs  the  king  has 
the  art  of  making  his  fubjedbs  virtuous,  as  well  as  obe- 
dient to  his  edi(5t5.  The  fuits  in  Brandenburg  are  now 
brought  to  a  fpeedy  iffue,  at  an  eafy  expence,  a  regu- 
lation that  could  never  be  made  but  by  the  fmguiar 
attention  of  a  fovereign  prince." 

Potfdam  is  agreeably  fituated  on  a  branch  of  the 
Spree  -,  it  is  of  a  confiderable  extent,  and  the  buildings 
neat  and  regular  j  but  it  feems  to  be  entirely  occupied 
by  foldiers.  The  palace,  which  has  not  been  long  buHt, 
is  fmall  but  elegant,  particularly  the  king's  v/riting- 
chamber  and  fiudy  :  the  iafc  is  partitioned  off  by  baluf- 
trades  of  filver.     The  frames  of  the  looking-glalTc's, 
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and  erabellifhmcnts  of  the  tables  are  aifo  of  the  fame 
metal.  The  oliicers  dine  every  day  in  a  large  apart- 
menc,  at  the  king's  expence.  The  throne  in  the  au- 
dience chamber  is  richly  embroidered  with  the  arms  of 
the  houfe  of  Brandenburg,  fupportcd  by  two  Hercu- 
lefes.  In  one  of  the  apartments  are  two  curious  figures 
in  copper  of  a  Chinefe  man  fitting,  and  a  woman  of 
the  fame  country,  holding  an  umbrella  over  him.  Thefe 
figures,  which  are  richly  gilt,  ftand  in  an  oval  nich  laid 
with  marble,  and  form  a  very  convenient  ftoye.  In 
the  gardens  are  many  large  and  elegant  fcatues,  parti- 
cularly a  Neptune  and  Amphitrite  feated  in  a  fea  car  in 
a  large  bafon,  oppofite  the  eaft  front  of  the  palace. 
The  ftables  are  contiguous,  and  furnilhed  with  good 
Engliih  hunters. 

In  Potfdam  are  quartered  the  king's  guards,  who  are 
about  2000  men,  of  great  ftature  and  comelinefs,  v/ell 
clothed,  and  diftinguiihed  by  fiiver-laced  hats  and  black 
cockades.  His  prefcnt  maiefiiy  has  wifely  declined  the 
oppreiTive  mieafures  pra6]:ifed  by  the  king  his  father,  to 
fupport  this  body  of  men  of  a  prodigious  ftature,  and 
yet  tliey  are  flill  remarkably  talk  An  Engliih  noble- 
man being  alked  by  his  late  majefty,  if  his  mailer  had 
an  equal  number  of  troops  v/ho  would  beat  thefe  tall 
fellows,  anfwered,  ^'  I  don't  knoY/  that  m.y  mader  has 
*^  any  regim.ents  that  can  beat  your  majeily's  guards  ; 
^^  but  I  ciarc  engage  that  he  has  one  of  half  that  num- 
^^  ber  that  would  tight  them," 

The  PrUilian  foldiers  in  general  are  remarkable  for 
tliQ  iliortnefs  of  their  cocats,  which  at  firil  view  feems 
to  proceed  from  a  ridiculous  frugality ;  but  is  moil 
plainly  calculated  for  wife  ends.  Their  clothes  fit  ex- 
tremely clofe  the  their  bodies,  and  are  Itrengthened  at 
the  elbows  with  leather  in  the  form  of  a  heart  3  which 
prevents  the  neccffity  of  patching  an  old  garment.  A 
PrufTian  ibldier  is  never  fccn  the  lead  in  rags  3  but  all 
appear  as  gentlemen  with  refpe61;  to  the  cleanlineis  of 
tiierr  perions.  The  king's  guards,  and  fome  other 
regiments  have  new  clothes  every  year^  but  in  general^ 
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the  army  has  nevv  regimentals  only  twice  in  three  years, 
The  laft  Pdng  obliged  the  foldiers  to  wear  white  fpat- 
terdaihes  winter  and  lumtrier;  but  his  prefcnt  majeiiy 
cbierving  the  inconvenience  of  it,  oave  his  men  black 
for  the  winter.     In  the  fame  feafon  they  have  breeches 
cf  Vv^oollen  cloth;   but  in  fumimerthey  are  cf  white  di- 
mity or  linen,  which  are  very  light  and  clean.     They 
all  wear  pigtails,  which  are   eafiiy  kept   in  order,  and 
are  alw^ays  powdered  when  the  men  are  on  duty.   This 
not  only  ferves  to  preferve  the  natural  hair  or  wig,  but 
gives  the  fcldier  a  refpeft  for  his  own  perfon,  and  the 
rank  in  v/hich  he   confide rs  himfelf  in  fomie  micafure 
comipenfates  for  the  fmallnefs  of  his  pay.     The  caps  of 
the  grenadiers,  and  the  foldiers  hats  are  fmallj  but  at 
the  fam.e  time  anfwer  all  the    purpofes   of  an  uniform 
and  covering;  and  by  this  means  their  heads  are  kept 
cooler,  which   muft  be  a  confiderable  advantage  both 
in  marching  and  in  a6lion.     The  pay   of  a  common 
foldier  is  eight  grofch,  or  fouteen  pence  a  week,  and 
cut  of  this  they  are  fuppofed  to  fpend  three  pence  in 
wafhino-,  and  in  materials  for  cleanins;  their  arms,  for 
which  they  are  much  diftinguiilied :  but  they  are  al- 
lowed bread. 

As  Sans  Souci,  or  without  care,  is  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Potfdam,  Mr.  Hanway,  indulged  his  curiofity 
in  o-oino-  to  fee  that  retreat,  before  he  took  his  leave  of 
die  eledcorate  of  Brandenburg.  The  building  leems 
intended  as  a  fummer-houfe  and  library  to  the  palace 
of  Poti^Jam,  froiri  v/hich  it  is  about  an  Englifn  mile 
difrant.  It  is  fituated  upon  an  eminence,  and  com- 
mands a  fine  view  of  the  town,  and  a  fmall  branch  of  the 
Spree,  w^hich  runs  by  the  fide  of  the  gardens.  The  apart- 
ments are  moftly  on  the  ground  floor,  and  are  elegantly 
finiilied.  From  the  houfe  to  the  lower  part  of  the  gar- 
den is  a  cefcent  of  about  120  yards,  by  fix  feveral 
rano'es  of  f"one  ileps,  and  as  many  terraffes,  the  fidf  s  ot 
which  are  all  planted  v^ith  vines,  covered  with  glafs  to 
ih:dter  them  from  the  cold,  and  Handing  full  to  the 
fouth  and  Ibulh-eaft  fun,  the  fruit  is  well  ripened.  The 
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garden  below  has  feveral  fine  ilarues,  particularly  a 
Venus  drawing  a  ner,  and  Diana  with  game;  the  pe- 
deftals  of  which  are  finely  adorned  with  relievo.  This 
garden  is  not  half  an  Englih  mile  in  length,  and  the 
eaft  end  of  it  is  terminated  by  an  Egyptian  pyramid, 
embelUfhed  with  hieroglyphics.  The  garden,  however, 
has  but  little  turf,  and  no  gravel,  and  the  fandy  walks 
rob  it  ot  half  its  beauty. 

On  the  23d  of  Auguil,  Mr.  Hanway  proceeded 
through  woods  and  fandy  plains  to  Britzen,  which  is 
the  PrulTian  frontier.  He  then  entered  the  ele6torate 
of  Saxony,  v/hen  ttiQ  pleafantnefs  of  the  verdure,  and 
the  richnefs  of  the  foil,  intermixed  with  groves,  and 
covered  with  herds  of  cattle,  gave  the  idea  of  plenty, 
fuperior  to  v/hat  is  found  in  Brandenburg ;  yet  the 
ceconomy,  and  happinefs  of  the  PrulTians  compenfate 
lo  greatly  for  this  inequancy,  that  many  of  the  Saxons 
have  taken  refuge  in  Brandenburg,  and  for  the  fake  of 
the  government,  chufe  the  fandy  foil  of  thac  country. 
Hence  the  towns  built  by  the  king  of  Pruffia  on  his 
own  frontiers,  are  almofc  entirely  peopled  by  Saxons. 
Our  author  at  length  arrived  at  Wittenburg,  a  for- 
tified town  iituated  near  the  Elbe,  famous  for  the  ma- 
nufactory of  coarfe  cloth :  the  wool  in  this  country  is 
remarkably  good.  Cloths  are  fent  hither  from  all  parts 
to  be  dyed  -,  and  the  blues  and  greens  commonly  called 
Saxon,  are  beft  dyed  here.  In  this  place  is  an  acade- 
my in  which  are  about  700  ftudents,  and  here  is  the 
Sokoloff  church,  a  building  of  about  ^oo  yeaj-s  fcand- 
ing,  where  Martin  Luther  hrfl  preached  the  do6lrine 
that  occafioned  his  leaving;  the  Romifh  reiip-ion.  In 
this  churcn  that  great  reformer  is  alio  interred  -,  but  has 
no  other  monument  befides  a  brafs  olate  with  an  in- 
fcription,  except  his  original  portrait  at  length,  painted 
on  wood,  and  well  preferved,  fmce  the  year  154c. 
The  people  here,  as  in  moft  places  where  the  Lutheran 
religion  prevails,  have  a  flrong  tindiure  of  Romiili 
fuperftition,  among  other  infcances,  of  which,  the 
credulous  fay,  that  the  devil  vifited  Luther  in  the  li- 
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brary  which  now  belongs  to  the  academy ;  but  that 
the  reformer  was  fo  unpoiite,  as  to  throv/  his  ink-ftand 
at  him. 

In  pafTing  through  this  eledliorate,  Mr.  Hanway  ob- 
fcrvedj  that  th*e  richnefs  of  the  foil  did  not  feem  to  di- 
minifn  the  poverty  of  the  inhabitants.  The  country 
about  Groilehaffen  abounds  with  laro;e  ftorks  with  black 
tails,  and  wings  tipped  with  the  fame  colour.  On  the 
25th  hepaifed  by  Molfberg,  a  hunting-palace  beiong- 
ino;  to  the  kinii  of  Roland,  elector  of  Saxonv,  fituated 
on  an  eminence  near  the  village  of  Ifinberg,  about 
eis;ht  En o-liih  miles  from  Dreicien.  The  avenue  which 
leads  to  it  is  very  long,  ami  planted  on  each  iide  with 
wild  chefnut- trees  :  it  has  a  good  garden,  and  is  en- 
compailed  with  v/oods,  where  the  eletlor  takes  luch 
delight  in  hunting  the  wild  boar,  that  he  fometimcs 
remains  there  three  months  together.  Hunting  indeed, 
is  the  favourite  diverfion  of  the  Saxon  court  -,  but  by 
this  diverfion  the  induilrious  inhabitants  are  more  dif- 
treffed  than  the  brutes.  Above  30^000  head  of  deer 
are  faid  to  range-  in  the  open  lands  and  foreils,  and 
though  they  break  into  the  corn  fields  of  the  farmer, 
he  dare  not  kill  one,  under  the  penalty  of  being  con- 
demned to  the  galleys.  Thefe,  with  the  v^fild  boars, 
are  fo  great  a  nuifance,  that  the  Saxons,  fays  our  au- 
thor, would  gladly  compound  to  fupport  a  body  of 
8000  foldiers  extraordinary,  on  condition  of  having 
thefe  animials  reduced  to  half  their  prefent  number.  In 
every  tovvn  of  any  note  fifty  of  the  inhabitants  keep 
watch,  five  every  night,  by  rotation,  with  bells  to 
frighten  ttie  deer  and  defend  their  corn  from  thefe  de- 
vouring enemies. 

1  he  peafants  of  this  country  carry  provifions  a  great 
diftance  to  market  on  wheelbarrows  which  are  well 
aiapted  tor  that  purpofe  both  in  height  and  other  di- 
menfions.  The  wheel  is  bound  with  iron,  and  is  both 
iaro-er  and  lifi;hter  than  thoi'e  ufed  in  England. 

Drefden,  the  metropolis  of  this  eledorate,  is  fituated 
in  the  midii  of  a  plain  iurrounded  by  lofty  hills  about 
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two  leagues  diiiant,  the  neareft  of  which  are  converted 
into  vineyards.  The  city  (lands  on  both  fides  the  Elbe^ 
which  are  joined  by  a  ftone  bridge  540  feet  long,  and 
;^6  broad,  containing  18  arches:  but  the  paffage  over 
it  being  horizontal,  takes  off  from  that  grand  eftecl 
which  a  curve  produces  in  thofe  ilru6lures.  Upon  it  is 
a  brazen  crucifix  of  curious  workmanihip.  In  this  city 
are  feveral  fquares  and  lofty  ftone  buildings  fix  or  feven 
ilories  high,  which  make  an  ekgant  appearance,  but 
are  inferior  in  beauty  to  thofe  of  Berlin ;  beiides, 
many  of  the  ftreets  are  narrow.  Near  the  entrance  of  the 
new  city  is  an  equeftrian  ftatue  of  the  late  king  Au- 
guftus  11.  eredled  on  a  lofty  pedeftal,  faid  to  be  made 
by  a  common  fmith,  and  as  fuch  may  be  admired, 
though  it  has  many  capital  defecls,  particularly  in  the 
horfe's  head. 

The  trade  of  Drefden  is  very  inconiiderable,  the 
moft  important  article  is  the  filver  brought  in  ingots 
every  fifteen  days  from  the  mines  near  Fridburg,  to  the 
amount  of  20,000  dollars,  or  3 500 1.  This  filver  is 
immediately  coined  into  florins  of  fixteen  grofch,  which 
with  refpe6l  to  the  current  money  of  bats,  driers,  &c, 
is  worth  feven  per  cent,  advance,  and  is  therefore,  fa 
fpeedily  conveyed  into  the  neighbouring  territories  to 
be  coined  again,  that  it  is  next  to  impoiTible  to  obtain 
change  in  this  money  for  a  fingle  louis  d'or,  in  the  or- 
dinary commerce  of  the  people. 

Among:  the  other  calamities  under  which  this  coun- 
try  labours,  the  jealoufy  arrnng  from  religion  is  none  of 
the  leafc.  The  cftablifhed  Lutheran  clergy  opprefs  the 
Calvin  ills,  who  are  obliged  to  have  not  only  all  their 
marriages  and  burials,  but  even  their  chriftenings  per- 
formed by  Lutherans;  while  both  think  themfelvcs 
extremely  injured  by  the  countenance  given  at  court 
to  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  they  think  it  a  grofs  ab- 
furditv  for  a  Protellant  people  to  be  governed  by  a  Ro- 
milli  prince  :  for  according  to  the  eftabiiihed  conilitu-- 
tion  of  Saxonv,  the  Roman  Catholics  can  no  more 
have  a  church  in  Drefden,  than  their  eledor,  v/ithout 
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being  of  the  Romifh  church,  can  be  king  of  Poland/ 
A  chapelj  however,  is  connived  at,  by  which  is  under- 
ftood  a  private,  or  at  leaft,  a  modefc  place  of  worfhip; 
but  vi^hat  is  called  a  Romifh  chapel  here  is  a  pompous 
ftrufture,  fo  richly  adorned  with  ftatues  and  architec- 
ture, that  art  and  expence  feem  to  contend  for  the  fupe- 
riority.  Our  author  obferves,  that  it  v/as  not  then  en- 
tirely com-pleted.  The  furniture  was  intended  to  be  of 
Saxon  porcelain,  the  altar-piece  and  organ  not  ex- 
cepted, and  Mr.  Hanv/ay  faw  fome  of  the  organ  pipes 
in  different  pieces. 

Mr.  Hanway  vinted  the  Grime  Gev/olbe,  a  part  of 
the  royal  palate,  confiding  of  feveral  room.s  filled  with 
curiofities,  collected  at  an  immenfe  expence. 

The  firft  cham.ber  contains  an  hundred  fmall,  but 
curious  flatues,  the  greatcit  part  in  brafs,  particularly 
an  equeilrian  ilatue  of  Augufciis  11.  king  of  Poland, 
Frederic  William  the  Great,  after  the  famous  flatue  in 
Berlin,  Lewis  XIV.  IViercurius,  Centaurs,   &c. 

The  fecond  chamber  contains  a  variety  of  figures  in 
ivory,  and  among  others,  one  of  Abraham  offering  up 
his  Ion  Ifaacj  with  the  angel  defcending,  all  of  exqui- 
fite  work  man  fi'iip  j  a  fine  crucifix  3  and  a  fhip  com- 
pletely rigged,  the  ropes  reprefented  with  gold  wire. 

The  third  contains  a  variety  of  figures  in  fiiver, 
in  particular  a  large  fountain  and  four  vafes  of  great 
fize. 

The  fourth  contains  vefTels  of  pure  gold  and  filver 
gilt.     The  pannels  of  the  room  are  of  looking-glafs. 

The  fifth  is  a  fpacious  room  in  which  are  many  pre- 
cious ftones  wrought  with  great  art  -,  a  cup  of  lapis  ne- 
phriticus  ;  a  ftatue  of  Charles  11.  of  England;  a  ball  of 
cryflal  fix  inches  in  diameter,  v/ithout  biemifh  -,  a  large 
goblet  fet  round  with  the  mofl  curious  and  coftly  an- 
tiques ',  feveral  fine  tables  of  Mofaic  -,  the  angel  Mi- 
chael vanquifliing  the  devil,  admirably  performed  in 
wood,  and  cofl  in  England,  where  it  was  miade,  2500]. 
with  a  m.ultitude  of  cups,  cryllals,  mother  of  pearl,- 
&c. 
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The  fixth  chamber  is  of  precious  ilones,  vnth  a  great 
Variety  of  pearls  fet  in  a  multiplicity  of  forms  ;  as  the 
royal  crown,  fceptres,  balls,  &c.  of  the  king  and 
queen,  which  are  of  falfe  flones,  the  precious  ones  be- 
ing taken  out,  and  depofited  in  the  next  chamber ;  his 
prefent  majefty  of  Poland  curioufly  cut  in  onyx ;  a  fine 
piece  made  of  precious  ftones,  reprefenting  Jonas 
thrown  into  the  fea. 

The  feventh  and  eighth  chambers,  containing  jewels 
of  immenfe  value,  are  furrounded  with  glafs  cafes.  Be- 
fides  the  jewels  of  die  regalia,  and  feveral  dozen  of 
coat  and  waifccoat  diamond  buttons,  there  is  a  brilliant 
as  big  as  a  moderate  fized  walnut,  a  green  brilliant 
above  an  inch  long ;  an  onyx  of  feven  inches,  valued 
at  70,000  crowns  i  a  gold  cup  reprefenting  Diana  in  a 
bath  i  but  the  greatefc  curiofity  is  an  exad  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  throne  of  the  Great  Mogul,  in  filver  fi- 
gures, enamelled  in  colours,  and  adorned  with  preci- 
ous ftones.  There  is  a  view  of  potentates  bringing' 
prefents,  and  falling  proftrate  at  the  throne,  v  ith  ele- 
phants, fervants,  foldiers,  and  attendants. 

Mr.  Hanway  having  gratified  his  curiofity  by  the 
fight  of  this  expenfive  coliediion,  v^/ent  to  take  a  view 
of  the  Kunilkammer,  or  cabinet  of  curiofities. 

The  firfl  chamber  contains  a  colledion  of  prints  from 
the  commencement  of  the  art  of  engraving  to  the  pre- 
fent time. 

The  fecond  is  the  mineral  gallery,  in  which  is  the 
earth  of  the  difit;rent  countries  in  the  world,  and  ores 
of  every  denomination. 

The  third  contains  petrefadions,  particularly  of 
wood,  animals,  &c. 

In  the  fourth  chamber,  which  is  a  very  large  one,  are 
different  kinds  of  wood  and  vegetables ;  in  particular 
there  is  a  cabinet  w^ith  350  fquares  as  big  as  the  palm 
of  a  large  hand,  run  in  flat  as  drawers,  oflo  many  dif- 
ferent Ivinds  of  wood.  In  this  apartment  are  alfo  the 
piftures  of  a  man  and  his  wife,  who  lived  near  Tame- 
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fwar  i  the  man   was  185   years   of  age>  and  his  wife 
172. 

In  the  fifft  chamber  is  a  fmall  cabinet  of  flveletons, 
and  other  anatomical  curiofities.  The  fixth  contains 
the  fi<:ins  of  a  variety  of  animals  fLufied.  The  feventh 
has  the  fkins  of  fiilics  fluffed.  The  eighth  has  a  great 
quantity  of  different  kinds  of  fnells.  In  the  ninth  is  a 
cabinet  of  about  fix  fret  high,  and  four  broad,  every 
drawer  of  which  has  feme  natural  curiofity  in  amiber. 
In  the  tenth  is  a  grotto  with  fprings  of  water.  In  the 
eleventh  are  m.any  curiofities  in  coral.  The  tv/eit1:h 
contains  the  flceletons  of  lions,  bears,.  &c.  of  a  prodi- 
gious fize,  and  the  fluffed  n<:ins  of  fome  extraordinary 
beaffs,  particularly  of  a  horfe,  whofe  mane  is  faid  to  be 
three  ells  and  a  half  long,  and  his  tail  twelve  ells  and  a 
half.  Mr.  Hanway  did  not  m^eafure  either  ;  but  was 
fatisfied  with  the  greatnefs  of  the  curiofity,  from  the 
apparent  length  of  them. 

From  thefe  apartments  Mr.  Hanway  was  conduced 
to  another  at  fome  diftance,  to  fee  a  model  of  Solo- 
mon's temple  cut  in  cedar,  as  defcribed  in  the  Old  Tef- 
tament,  with  all  its  furniture.  This  piece  coil  12,000 
crowns. 

Our  author  next  took  a  view  of  the  gallery  of  pic- 
tures, which  is  one  of  the  fined  in  the  world  i  part  of 
the  colledlion  confifts  of  an  hundred  capital  pieces, 
which  are  faid  to  be  all  originals,  and  to  have  cofl  half 
a  million  of  crowns.  The  whole  colledion  confifts  of 
above  tv/o  thoufand  pieces,  the  capital  works  of  Ra- 
phael, Rubens,  Corregio,  and  all  the  great  mafters. 
They  are  valued  at  between  two  and  three  millions  of 
crovv^ns,  or  near  500,000!. 

Mr.  Hanway  next  vifited  the  Chinefe  palace,  fo 
called  from  the  tafle  of  the  building,  and  the  furniture. 
It  fhands  on  the  Elbe,  and  commands  a  view  of  the 
bridge,  and  the  Romilhi  chapel.  The  ornaments  of 
the  architeftiire,  and  the  relievo  of  the  frorrifpiece, 
are  in  the  Chinefe  caite  -,  but  this  is  far  from  being  an 
elegant  ftrudure;     It  has  fourteen  rooms,  in  which  are 
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a  great  number  of  leopards,  wolves,  bears,  monkeys, 
fqiiirrels,  &c.  ibme  as  big  as  the  life,  with  elephants  and 
rhinocerofes  of  the  fize  of  a  dog,  A  prodigious  va- 
riety of  birds  and  fovvl,  with  a  curious  colledion  of  dif- 
ferent ilowers,  ail  of  Drefden  porcelain.  TheApoftles, 
near  three  feet  high,  are  in  white  porcelain.  There 
is  a  reprefentation  of  the  crucifixion  four  or  five  feet 
high,  with  many  other  curious  pieces  :  the  lad  are  in- 
tended for  the  Romifn  chapel.  A  clock  is  preparing 
for  the  gallery  in  this  palace,  the  bells  whereof  are  of 
China  ;  but  the  hammers  moil  be  of  wood.  But  v/hat 
is  moil  y7onderful,  here  are  forty-eight  China  vafes, 
which  appear  to  be  of  no  ufe,  nor  any  ways  extraordi- 
nary, except  for  their  great  fize,  and  yet  the  prefent 
eledor's  father,  was  fo  charmed  with  them,  that  he 
purchased  them  of  the  late  king  of  PrulTia^  at  the  price 
of  a  whole  regiment  of  dragoons. 

The  king's  gardens,  though  agreeable,  want  the  na- 
tural beauties  afforded  by  an  inequality  of  ground.  The 
palace  fituated  in  them  is  fmall ;  but  the  approach  to 
it  is  by  a  grand  avenue  of  a  confiderable  length.  A  field 
for  tournaments  is  in  the  fi'ont,  and  behind  is  a  fine 
piece  of  vv^ater.  The  gardens  are  on  the  fides,  and  are 
adorned  with  a  profufion  of  marble  ftatues,  m.any  of 
them  bigger  than  the  life.  They  iliew  the  genius  of  the 
late  king,  who  being  entirely  devoted  to  his  amours, 
iQiz  them  to  after  ages  as  monuments  of  his  lafciviouf- 
nefs.  The  orangery,  which  is  in  another  part  of  the 
town,  has  four  hundred  oranc^e- trees  of  a  very  lar^e 
fize,   and  many  exotics. 

The  palace  of  count  Bruhl  has  been  built  at  feveral 
times,  and  the  apartments  are  elegant  and  richly  fur- 
nifhed.  They  are  adorned  v^/ith  lullres  of  porcelain  in 
beautiful  figures  ;  the  tables  have  a  variety  of  tea  equi- 
pages, and  the  figures  of  men  and  v/omen,  birds  and 
beaiis  of  porcelain.  The  drawing-room  is  pannelled 
with  looking-glafs,  and  his  cabinet  furniilred  with  ena- 
mels and  crayons.  The  houfe  and  o-ardens  belono^ing^ 
to  it  are  fituated  on  the  Elbe,  near  the  bridge^  andcom^ 
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juand  a  plcafaat  profpe6l.  His  library,  which  is  ia 
the  garden,  is  two  huadred  and  twenty  itct  long,  and 
well  furnilhed  with  books:  but  what  is  moil  fliriking 
is  the  gallery  of  pidiiures,  which  though  it  does  noc 
contain  a  fourth  part  fo  many  as  the  royal  gallery,  i^ 
incomparably  more  magnificent.  It  is  an  hundred  and 
fifty-fix  ells  long,  and  tiie  paintiiigs  are  fhewn  to  great 
advantage,  by  being  ranged  only  on  one  fide,  and 
fronted  by  lofty  windows,  that  afford  fufficient  light  to 
fliow  the  minuted  beauties  of  this  excellent  colledion. 
The  panneis  between  the  windows  are  of  looking-glafs, 
againfc  which  are  placed  ftatues  and  bufts  that  have  a 
grand  effe6t.  This  miniilcr  is  perhaps  the  greateft  fop 
the  world  ever  produced,  he  has  no  lefs  than  three  or 
four  hundred  fuits  of  rich  clothes,  which  are  of  all  the 
biightell  colours  of  the  finelt  clothes,  velvets  and  filks, 
with  all  the  different  kinds  of  lace  and  embroidery 
that  can  be  procured  in  the  different  parts  of  Europe. 
When  he  dreffes,  he  calls  for  his  book  of  patterns,  and 
chufes  the  fuit  that  pleafes  his  fancy  for  that  day.  This 
great  man  is  faid  to  have  bought  eitates  in  Poland  to 
tht  amount  of  twenty  millions  of  florins,  or  ^33,333  I. 
En^iifh. 

it  is  pretended,  that  there  are  30,000  towns  and  vil- 
lages in  Saxony,  of  which  lixty  are  to  be  fecn  from 
fome  eminences  near  Drefden.  They  alfo  reckon 
that  the  whole  eledorate  has  four  millions  of  people  ; 
but  our  author  does  not  imagine  that  they  amount  to 
half  that  number,  efpecially  as  they  acknowledge  that 
they  have  only  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  eccieliaftics, 
nor  were  there  then  in  Drefden  above  110,000  fouls. 
The  ele6lor's  revenues  amount  to  near  1,575,000!. 
and  the  ffanding  forces  of  the  eled'orate  are  generally 
reckoned  at  between  forty  and  fifty  thoufand  men.  Tlie 
people  are  burthened  with  heavy  taxes,  and  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  court  are  fo  great,  that  6500  ducats  are 
annually  allowed  for  fvveermeats,  &c.  which  is  near 
twice  as  much  as  the  king  of  Pruffja  allov/s  for  his 
^able.     Yet  Saxony  is  faid  to   owe  forty  millions  of 
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dollars,  the  intereft  of  which  is  not  regularly  paid;  but 
his  prefent  majefty  is  fo  fond  of  curiofides,  and  parti- 
cularly paintings,  that  our  author  was  told,  he  gave  half 
a  nriiliion  of  dollars,  intended  for  part  of  a  payment  due 
to  the  king  of  PrafTia,  ibr  the  duke  of  Modena's  pic- 
tures. 

While  Mr.  Hanvvay  was  at  Drefden,  he  was  intro- 
duced to  Mr.  Calkoen,  who  had  been  lately  ambaiTa- 
dor  from  the  United  Provinces  to  tliC  Ottoman  Porte, 
and  was  now  envoy  and  plenipotentiary  to  the  king  of 
Poland.  He  had  refidcd  fome  time  in  Er:tgland,  and 
profeffed  himfelf  an  admirer  of  our  nation.  Mr.  Han- 
way  was  at  his  table,  in  company  v/ith  Folanders,  Ita- 
lians, French,  and  Germans.  The  converfation  at 
firfc  turned  upon  Nadir  Shah,  after  which,  this  gentle- 
man afked  our  author,  v/hich  of  the  countries  he  had 
feen,  he  thought  moil  agreeable,  and  where  a  man  of 
fentimenr  would  chufe  to  live.  Mr.  Hanway  modeftly 
replied,  that  his  knovvdedge  of  the  workl  was  very  li- 
mited ;  that  he  had  fcen  a  great  deal  of  mifery  in  one 
fnaoe  or  other,  in  every  country  where  he  had  been  ; 
but  after  a  paufe,  determined  in  favour  of  England. 
The  company  feemed  furpnfed  at  his  hefitation,  and 
then  gave  their  fufFrage  by  a  loud,  but  polite  applaufe : 
and  many  things  were  faid  on  the  occafion  in  favour  of 
this  happy  ifle. 

On  the  30th  of  Auguft  Mr.  Flanway,  left  Drefden, 
and  travelled  towards  Meiikn.  He  was  delighted  with 
the  rural  beauties  of  the  country:  the  corn-fields,  ear- 
dens,  meadow -lands,  and  paiture  produced  a  charm*- 
incr  efie^l :  the  banks  of  the  Elbe  was  adorned  with  a 
great  nom.ber  of  vineyards,  and  the  induftry  of  the  peo- 
ple made  them  form  the  ileepeft  hills  into  a  number 
of  terraces  covered  with  vines.  On  approaching Meif-. 
ftin  the  valley  grows  narrow,  and  part  of  the  banks  of 
the  Elbe,  are  built  on  rocks,  which  rife  perpendicular 
from  the  river,  and  form  a  very  agreeable  and  roman- 
tic fcene.  The  cafde  of  Meiilen,  in  which  is  the  por- 
celain manufadiory,  is  fituated  on  the  weitern  bank  of 
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the  Elbe,  three  German  miles  from  Drefden,  and  is  a 
large  building,  capable  of  fome  defence.  Our  author 
had  an  opportunity  of  being  convinced  of  the  fecrefy 
with  which  this  manufad'ory  is  conducted ;  for  there  is 
no  admittance  into  the  works  without  an  order  from 
the  p-overnor  of  Drefdcn ;  nor  are  the  workmen  ever 
fccn  v;ithout  the  gates  3  for  they  are  all  confined  as 
prifoners  and  fubje6t  to  be  arrefced^  if  they  go  without 
the  v>^alis :  for  this  reafon  a  chapel,  and  every  thing 
neceffary  is  provided  within.  Tiie  workmen  amount 
to  about  70O5  mofr  of  vvhom  have  not  above  ten  Ger- 
man crowns  a  month,  and  the  higheil  wages  are  forty  -, 
fo  that  the  annual  expence  is  net  eilimated  at  above 
80,000  crov^ns.  This  manufadture  being  entirely  on 
the  king's  account,  he  fells  annually  to  the  value  of 
150,000  and  fometimxCs  200,000  crowns,  or  35,0001. 

Mr.  Flanway  palled  the  Elbe  on  a  bridge,  and  after 
mounting  a  fteep  afcent,  entered  a  plain  country,  where 
the  foil  is  very  rich  and  v/ell  cultivated,  towns,  woods 
and  paflure  lands  are  agreeably  intermixed,  and  unite 
to  give  an  idea  of  riclhes  and  plealure  ;  yet  the  inhabi- 
tants are  poor,  for  the  taxes  fall  heavy  on  the  labourers. 

Mr.  Hanway  at  length  arrived  at  St.  Hubertiburg, 
another  of  the  hunting  palaces  belonging  to  the  king. 
The  adjacent  country  is  proper  for  the  fport,  and  the 
king's  dogs  and  horfes  are  kept  in  ofder  by  being  exer- 
cifed  twice  a  week.  The  hunting  equipage  of  the 
Saxon  court  is  more  gay,  as  an  uniform  of  yellov/  cloth 
laced  with  filver,  is  on  thefe  occafions  worn  by  eveiy 
one  who  appears  in  the  field.  The  palace  is  large,  but 
not  magnificent,  nor  v/as  it  then  entirely  finiihed.  The 
rich  apartments  intended  for  the  queen  are  lined  with 
green  damail-c  laced  Vv^ith  gold,  and  thofe  for  the 
king,  of  crimfon  of  the  fame  tafte.  The  dining-room, 
which  is  round,  is  an  elegant  apartment,  and  the  gal- 
lery is  of  a  good  fize,  and  v/as  then  ready  for  the  ur.c 
pidures  that  his  majefty  had  marked  from  among  his 
colledion  in  Drefllen. 
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On  the  3 1  ft  of  Auguft  Mr.  Han  way  left  St.  Flubertf- 
burg,  and  proceeding  along  a  pretty  good  road,  palled 
by  feverai  towns  and  villages  to  Leipfic,  one  of  the 
greateft  trading  towns  in  Germany,  though  it  has  no 
river  of  confequence  near  it.  Magdeburg,  which  is 
feated  on  the  Elbe,  is  fourteen  German  miles  and  a 
half  diftant,  and  merchandize  is  brought  from  Ham- 
burg by  that  channel.  The  wool  which  is  collected  in 
this  city  is  an  important  article,  and  greatly  contributes 
to  the  wealth  of  the  citizens,  who  have  fome  rich  m.a- 
nufa61:ures,  and  are  much  diftinguiilied  for  painted 
cloths  in  imitation  of  tapeftry.  Here  are  three  fairs,  viz. 
on  new  year's-day,  Eaiter,  and  Michaelmas;  but  now 
that  of  Eafter  is  the  only  one  very  confiderable.  To 
thefe  fairs  refort  the  Poles,  Hungarians,  Bohemians, 
PrUiTians,  people  from  all  parts  of  Germany,  the 
French,  Italians,  and  even  RuiTians,  who  ail  bring  the 
produce  of  their  refpe6live  countries.  But  what  has 
diftinguiilied  Leipfic  through  a  long  feries  of  ages,  is 
the  liberty  of  confcience  granted  to  all  people.  Hence 
the  inhabitants  have  been  induftrious  in  the  cultivation 
of  knowledge  and  moral  improvement;  and  here  is  an 
univerfity,  v/hich  is  ftiil  very  conliderable.  The  inha- 
bitants amount  to  about  40,000  within  the  gates,  and 
the  fuburbs  are  very  populous.  There  are  fix  churches 
for  the  Lutherans,  theirs  being  the  eftablift^ed  religion^ 
one  for  the  Calvinifcs,  and  a  chapel  for  the  Roman 
Catholics,  which  is  in  the  caftle.  The  fortifications 
feem.  rather  calculated  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants  to 
walk  on,  than  for  defence.  Thefe  have  four  ftone 
gates,  and  the  citizens  fupport  200  foldiers.  The  city 
is  of  fmall  extent;  but  the  houfes  are  very  lofty,  and 
have  elegant  fronts.  The  ftxeets  are  clean,  commodi- 
ous and  agreeable,  and  there  are  two  large  fquares 
v/hich  are  ufed  as  markets.  The  city  is  furrounded 
v^ith  gardens,  in  particular  the  Apel  garden  is  in  an 
excellent  taftx,  and  adorned  with  ftatues,  v/hich  thousrh 
very  indifferent,  ar^  lb  ranged  as  to  have  a  plealing 
effedi. 
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On  the  2d  of  September  Mr.  Ha nway  departed  foi 
Landfperg,  arvd  in  the  way  had  a  diilani:  view  of  Hall, 
which  is  fubjedl  to  PrufTia^  and  famous  for  itsiiniver- 
ficy^  particulafly  for  itudents  in  phyfic.  At  Landfperg 
he  re-entered  the  Prufilan  dominions  i  the  paiTage  troni 
one  fovereignty  to  another  being  in  thefe  parts  very 
frequent;  and  from  thence  proceeded  to  the  city  of 
Koethen,  in  the  petty  fovereignty  of  the  prince  of  An- 
halt  Koethen.  This  is  a  confiderable  placC;,  the  inha- 
bitants amounting;  to  above  ic,cco.  They  have  three 
churches,  and  the  principal  manufa61:ory  of  gold  and 
iilver  lace  in  all  Germany.  The  people  of  the  little 
iadcDendent  fovereignties  of  Koethen,  Deffaii,  Bin- 
burg,  and  Zerbft,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Saxons,  live 
in  the  land  of  milk  and  honey.  Indeed  thefe  petty 
princes  poilefs  lands  fufHcient  for  their  expences  :  the 
tax  on  lands  is  four  per  cent,  which  at  twenty  years 
purchafe  is  not  one  Hiilling  in  the  pound.  By  the  con- 
llitution  of  the  empire,  each  of  thefe  princes  is  oblig- 
ed to  fupport  a  hundred  men  in  timie  of  war,  to  defend 
the  liberties  of  the  empire. 

in  this  town  the  prince  of  Anhalt  Koethen  has  a  pa- 
lace. He  keeps  a  body  250  m.en  who  are  well  clothed, 
and  his  revenues  are  computed  at  160,000  dollars.  The 
fecurity  with  v/hich  a  perfon  travels  in  this  part  of  the 
world  is  very  extraordinary.  The  people  are  fober, 
and  the  dudes  of  morality  are  taught  not  only  by  the 
priefcs,  but  by  parents,  whence  thefts  and  robberies 
in  time  of  peace  are  hardly  knowm  among  the  Ger- 
mans. 

On  the  v^],  Mr.  Hanway  arrived  at  Magdeburg, 
where  are  eight  German  Lutheran  and  tv/o  Calvinift 
churches.  The  fortifications  of  this  city  are  very  re- 
markable, and  fam.ed  all  over  Europe.  There  are  fix 
deep  foflts,  wljch,  together  with  the  lownefs  of  the 
works,  render  the  place  very  (Irong.  Magdeburg  be- 
lono-s  to  the  kins:  of  PrufTia,  and  is  alfo  remarkable 
for  its  2:reat  mae^azines  cf  merchandizes  brougnt  trom 
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Hamburg  on  the  Elbe  which  is  very  rapid.  Thele 
goods  are  brought  in  flat-bottomed  boats,  and  from 
hence  fent  by  land  to  Leipfic,  and  other  parts.  Here 
are  fourteen  floating-mills  for  grinding  corn,  with  fomc 
manufadtories,  and  remarkable  builduigs  -,  and  in  the 
great  fquare  is  an  ancient  ilatue  of  the  emperor  Otho, 
who  is  faid  to  have  founded  this  city  in  the  year  930. 

Mr.  Hanway  was  yet  in  the  Pruflian  dominions, 
when  his  poftillion  attempting  to  pafi  by  a  particular 
way,  to  avoid  paying  the  duty  demanded  on  the  road, 
an  officer  poiled  at  an  avenue  to  prevent  this  parclicc, 
rode  up,  ftopped  his  chariot,  and  feized  one  of  the 
horfes  as  a  trefpafs  :  nor  would  he  defiii,  till  our  author 
alighting  with  a  piilol  in  his  hand  let  him  know,  that 
whatever  fault  the  poftillion  had  committed,  it  could 
not  poiTibly  reach  him,  as  he  had  paid  for  the  horf^rs, 
according  to  the  laws,  and  was  travelling  under  the 
protedion  of  thofe  lawsj  and  therefore  if  he  prefumcd 
to  detain  him,  he  would  refill  him  as  a  robber :  upon 
which  the  ofticer  thought  proper  to  let  him  pafs.  The 
German  poftiliions  wear  the  liveries  of  the  countries  to 
which  they  belong ;  in  Brandenburg  they  are  blue,  in 
Saxony,  yellow.  They  ufe  fmall  French  horns,  and 
fome  of  them  play  in  no  difagreeable  manner  -,  but  the 
majority  make  a  ihocking  noife. 

He  next  came  to  Helmftet,  which  belongs  to  the 
duke  of  Brunfwic,  and  is  furrounded  with  an  old  forti- 
fication. Here  are  two  hundred  ftudents^  who  are 
chiefly  fupported  by  the  bounty  of  their  fovereign. 
From  thence  he  departed  for  Wolfenbuttel,  which  is 
four  long  German  miles  farther :  the  road  is  good,  but 
the  country  hilly,  and  the  vallies  abound  in  cattle. 
There  are  feveral  groves  of  oakes,  v/hich  being  kept 
perfedly  clean,  have  a  fine  effed:.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  towns  and  villager  have  the  appearance  of  great 
health  and  eafy  circumilances.  A  few  miles  to  the 
eafcward  of  this  road  are  feveral  mines  of  iron,  copper, 
filver,  and  fome  fay  gold. 

VOL.  v.  3  L 
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Mr.  Hanway  arrived  at  WolfenbutLei  after  the  gate* 
werefhuti  but  procured  admiflion.  The  fortihca- 
tions  are  very  neat  and  regular  ^  but  not  calculated 
for  an  extraordinary  defence.  The  houfes  are  low, 
but  the  ftreets  clean  ,  and  within  the  walls  is  an  ancient 
palace  belonging  to  the  duke,  Vv^hich  is  rather  conveni  - 
ent  than  grand  i  but  it  has  feveral  apartments  well 
furniihed,  and  two  fmall  galleries  of  pidures.  In  the 
eity  are  a  good  arfenal  and  library,  w^hich  lafb  our  au- 
thor declined  feeing,  from  the  opinion^  that  the  fimple 
view  of  libraries,  without  examining  their  contents,  is 
a  more  barren  entertainment,  than  furveying  the  flcy 
without  thinking-  of  him  who  made  it. 

The  next  day  he  travelled  along  a  pleafant  road  to 
Brunfwic,  the  walls  of  which  are  lofty,  and  the  fortifi- 
cations very  coniiderable.  This  is  the  refidence  of  the 
duke  of  Wolfenbuttel :  his  majefty  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  is  a,  branch  of  that  family,  and  takes  the  title  of 
duke  of  Brunfwic.  The  duke's  forces  in  time  of  peace  arc 
cilimated  at  13,000  men  3  and  yet  the  revenues  of  the 
country  are  faid  not  to  exceed  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars,  or  262,000!,  Thefe  troops  are  clean,  and 
clothed  much  after  the  PrulTian  manner ;  but  their  arms 
are  lighter,  and  their  exercife  not  fo  exa6t.  In  the 
arfenal  of  the  city  are  about  fixty  pieces  of  brafs  can- 
non, feveral  cohorns  and  mortars,  and  ten  pieces  of 
large  battering  cannon  of  an  enormous  fize,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  fmall  arms.  On  the  ramparts  is  a  brafs 
mortar-piece  made  in  141 1,  v^hich  is  ten  feet  fix 
inches  long,  and  nine  feet  tv.  o  inches  in  diameter".  It 
requires  52  pounds  of  powder,  and  will  carry  a  ball  of 
730  pounds  weight  to  the  dillance  of  33,000  paces,  and 
throw  a  bomb  of  1000  pounds  weight.  Here  are  fe- 
veral churches,  one  of  them  is  a  very  ancient  gothic 
ftructure,  the  cieiing  of  w^hich  is  ornamented  with 
twenty  large  paintings,  reprefenting  the  prophets  of 
the  Old  Tefcament  in  the  clouds  of  Heaven,  which 
-give  the  edifice  a  very  folemn  air.     The  high  altar  is 
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'of  marble,  adorned  v/ith  the  ftatues  of  the  four  Evan- 
gelids,  and  fupported  below  by  Mofes  and  Aaron. 

This  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Brunfwic  is  very  nume- 
rous, confifiing  of  near  thirty  perfons.  People  of 
diftinftion  feldom  leave  this  court  without  being 
■extremely  well  fatisiied  with  their  reception,  and  in  par- 
ticular, Engliih  noblemen  are  well  received  when  they 
occafionally  pals  that  way.  The  duke  feems  more 
fond  of  eafe  and  happinefs,  than  of  th^  parade  of  life. 
He  generally  appears  in  his  coach  v/ith  three  other  per- 
fons of  his  famdly.  His  livery  is  yellow,  laced  with  a 
blue  filk  and  filver  galooni  behind  his  coach  areuiiially 
four  footmen  3  two  pages  in  blue  cloth  laced  v/ith  ill- 
ver,  run  by  its  fide,  and  a  fingle  fervant  in  livery  ride.3 
before  to  clear  the  way. 

His  palace  of  Saltzdahlen  is-  fituated  above  a  Ger- 
man mile  from  Brunfv/ic,  in  a  very  mean  village  3  but 
is  worthy  of  being  feen.  The  greateil  part  of  the 
edifice  is  of  timber,  and  the  rooms  are  moftly  lined 
with  painted  cloth,  which  gives  them  an  air  of  gran- 
deur at  a  fmall  expcnce.  Our  author  here  obferved 
the  magnificence  of  a  fovereign  prince  retrained  by  a 
parfimonious  regard  to  fmail  revenues,  and  to  the  ne- 
celfary  fupport  of  a  family  and  an  army.  The  garden 
is  in  no  bad  tafte  ;  but  tht  ilatues  are  very  mean.  The 
gallery  of  pid'ures  is  a  noble  apartment,  and  con- 
tains many  capital  pieces  done  by  the  greateil  mafters. 
The  left  v/ing  is  furnifned  in  a  grotefqye  tafte  with 
China  porcelain,  ranged  in  an  agreeable  manner  ;  an- 
other is  filled  with  painted  enamelled  v/are,  great  part 
of  vvhich  is  faid  to  be  done  by  Raphael  of  Urbino, 
when  he  was  enamoured  of  the  potter's  daughter. 
Among  the  piilures  are  feveral  curious  originals:  thofe 
that  mofl  ftruck  our  author,  were  Adam  and  Eve  viev/- 
ing  Abel  after  his  death,  and  pulling  open  his  eyes ; 
this  piece  is  by  Strudcl.  Abraham  embracing  his  foil 
af^er  the  trial  which  God  haa  made  of  his  faith ;  piety 
and  joy  here  feem  to  contend  with  each  other,  while 
jiLs  looks  exprefs  a  feraphic  adoration  :  this  piece  is  by 
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Liebens.  Peter  delivered  from  prifon  by  the  angel, 
by  Steinbeck :  Judith  and  her  attendant,  an  old  wo- 
man, holding  Holofernes's  head  jufl  cut  off,  the  face 
appearing  with  fome  iigns  of  life:  Spinola,  by  Rubens  : 
the  famous  Rembrandt,  his  wife  and  three  children, 
in  one  piece  by  himfelf :  Cephalis  and  Procris,  3>  very 
fine  piece :  the  Afcenfion  by  Vangerman,  which  is 
much  efteemed :  Lewis  XIV.  and  his  twx)  miiftrclTes  -, 
prince  Eugene  ;  the  marriage  of  two  Hollanders,  the 
young  man  and  v/oman  looking  tenderly  at  each  other, 
while  the  parents  are  attentive  to  the  notary  who  drav/s 
up  the  articles. 

The  duchy  of  Brunfwic  carries  on  a  trade  of  fomxe 
confequence  v/ith  Bohemia.  The  country  abounds  in 
hops,  that  are  eileemed  the  beft  in  Germany  j  and  has 
alio  great  plenty  of  turnips^  of  the  feed  of  which  they 
make  good  oil. 

On  Mr.  Han Vv^ ay's  apppoaching  the  city  of  Hanover, 
it  appeared  at  the  diilance  of  a  long  German  miile,  as 
if  it  flood  in  the  midft  of  a  wood.  The  king  v/as 
then  at  Ghoerd,  a  hunting  place  twenty-eight  German 
miles  from  that  city  j  and  it  is  faid,  that  twelve  hun- 
dred perfons  may  be  accommodated  in  that  palace. 
The  woods  are  cut  into  villas,  and  are  fo  extenfive  that 
the  trees  w^hich  had  been  blown  down  in  a  late  ilorm, 
though  com.puted  at  80,000,  could  hardly  be  miffed. 

Hanover  is  in  many  refped:s  a  pleafant  city,  and 
though  it  does  not  equal  Berlin  and  Drefdcn,  maay  be 
eileemed  elegant.  It  is  watered  by  the  Leina,  which 
is  a  branch  of  the  Aller,  that  runs  into  the  Wefer,  and 
has  confequently  a  com.munication  w-ith  Bremen  3  but 
has  no  trade  worth  micntioning.  The  fortitications  are 
not  formidable,  but   the  walks  round  them  are  very 


agreeable. 


The  palace  is  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Leina, 
and  having  fuffered  greatly  by  fire,  a  confiderable 
part  of  it  had  been  rebuilt.  It  has  feveral  courts,  and 
the  rooms  are  grand  and  commodious  :  this  palace  is 
moft  diffinguifhed  by  many  of  the  rooms  being  hung 
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with  very  rich  tapeilry.  The  opera-houfe,  and  the 
theatre  for  the  French  comedians,  are  both  within  the 
palace,  and  though  ancient,  are  commodious.  The 
vs^hole  is  rather  rich,  decent  and  elegant,  than  very 
fplendid.  The  guard  is  always  mounted,  and  an  open 
table  kept,  even  when  the  king  is  not  in  his  eledioral 
dominions,  at  which  time  the  adminiilration,  com- 
pofed  of  a  council  of  ftate,  is  conducted  with  the  ut- 
moft  dignity.  During  the  whole  winter  a  play  is  ex- 
hibited, and  a  concert  performed  twice  a  week  ;  when 
the  courtiers,  without  exception,  take  place  according 
to  their  military  rank.  The  king's  ftables  are  magni- 
ficent j  and  befides  his  riding  horfes,  v^hich  were  then 
abfent,  they  contained  thirteen  comiplete  fets  of  coach 
horfes,  the  moft  beautiful  of  their  kind. 

The  king's  forces  in  the  ele6torate,  in  time  of  peace, 
are  faid  to  be  twenty- four  thoufand,  and  the  revenues 
of  the  electorate  are  about  four  millions  of  dollars,  or 
700,orol.  a  confiderable  part  of  which  arifes  froin  the 
iiiver  mines.  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  city 
of  Hanover  hardly  exceeds  50,000. 

But  nothino;  excites  the  curiofity  of  travellers  like 
the  palace  of  Herenhaufen,  fituated  about  two  Engliili 
miles  to  the  north  of  the  city.  The  way  to  it  is  through 
an  agreeable  avenue  of  trees,  but  the  road  is  fandy. 
However,  Mr.  Hanway  obferves,  that  he  does  not 
know  whether  he  was  more  mortified  or  furprifed,  to 
find  that  the  building  fell  vaflly  fhort  of  his  expeda- 
tions  i  for  though  in  England  it  is  faid,  our  hofpi- 
tals  are  palaces,  and  our  palaces  more  proper  for  hof- 
pitals,  yet  he  had  conceived  the  opinion,  that  this  pa- 
lace, fo  much  talked  of,  v/as  indeed  grand,  and  worthy 
of  his  majefty.  It  was  built  in  the  year  1670,  by  Er- 
neil  Augufcus,  the  king's  grandfather  :  the  greateft  part 
of  it  is  of  v/ood,  and  the  apartments  in  general,  rather 
give  the  idea  of  a  large  ancient  manfion  houfe  belong- 
ing to  a  private  gentlem^an  in  England,  than  of  the  pa- 
lace of  a  great  monarch :  but  it  has  rich  furniture  and 
fome  good  pictures.     The  garden,  however,  is  juftly 
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worthy  of  admiration.  Mr.  Hanway  had  feen  none  in 
Ijermany  comparable  to  it,  though  it  wants  thofe  ex- 
qiiifite  charms,  and  that  enchanting  variety,  capable  of 
being  produced  by  an  inequality  of  ground,  of  which 
v^e  have  numerous  proofs  in  Great-Britain.  One  fide 
of  the  garden  has  a  narrow  piece  of  water^  above  a 
quarter  of  a  male  in  length.  The  walks,  which  are 
wick  and  fpacious,  are  moftly  laid  with  gravel.  The 
guard  is  divided  into  large  fquares  and  bafons,  and  in 
the  intermediate  fpaces  are  lofty  groves  and  oVchards  ^ 
the  whole  has  a  grand  effe(9:,  but  in  our  author's  opi- 
nion, is  not  very  rural.  The  fliatues,  v/hich  are  molily 
of  fione,  do  not  appear  to  be  of  the  firfl  rank  ;  but  the 
jet  d'eau  eredled  in  17 16,  by  Mr.  Benfon,  perhaps  ex- 
ceeds any  thing  of  the  kind  in  the  whole  world :  it 
throv/s  the  vv^ater  feventy  het  high.  Here  alfo,  ac- 
cording to  the  German  tafte,  is  a  fylvan  theatre,  on 
v/hich  are  lometimes  exhibited  plays  and  mafqueradesi 
this  theatre  is  adorned  with  .ilatues,  and  occafionally 
illuminated  in  a  grand  taflie. 

On  the  15th  of  Septemxber  Mr.  Hanway  left  Hano- 
ver, and  proceeded  to  Zell.  The  chief  production  of 
the  country  near  the  road  is  turf,  which  ferves  "as  fuel 
for  the  neighbouring  inhabitants.  In  feveral  places  he 
obferved  about  three  feet  from  the  farface  of  the  earth, 
the  remains  of  ancient  buildings,  which  the  common 
people  foolillily  think  have  remained  there  ever  fnice 
the  delup-e. 

Zell,  which  is  fubje'ib  to  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  is 
a  confiderable  fDrtified  place.  The  palace  is  alio  forti- 
fied by  a  wall  and  a  moat,  and  being  iituated  on  an  emi- 
nence, com.mands  an  cxtenfive  profped.  Here  are 
four  Lutheran  churches,  one  French,  and  one  Dutch 
-  reformed  church,  and  one  for  the  Roman  Catholics. 
The  houfes  are  moftly  mean,  and  built  of  wood.  The 
town  has  a  fmail  trade  with  Bremen,  by  means  of  the 
-river  Aller. 

From  thence  our  author  travelled  four  German  miles 
to  Weiffendorf,  the  greateft  pari:  of  the  way  appearing 


THROUGH  RUSSIA  INTO  PERSIA.  45''| 

like  a  defart,  with  only  three  or  four  irtean  villages  ;.. 
hut  there  are  flocks  of  llieep,  and  a  little  corn.  This 
eledorate  fupplies  the  grcateil:  part  of  Germany  with 
mutton,  as  Brandenburg  and  Weftphalia  produces  hogs, 
and  Hungary  beefs  but  as  each  of  thefe  countries  pro- 
duces corn  enough  for  its  own  confumption,  the  trade 
in  that  article  of  commerce  is  very  fmall.  On  the  17th 
he  reached  Ham.burgh.  The  banks  of  the  Elbe  below 
that  city,  are  in  fome  places  very  high,  and  exhibit  a 
delightful  view  of  feveral  fmall  illands  in  the  middle  of 
the  river,  which  is  five  or  fix  Englifh  miles  over.  It 
is  very  unlucky  for  travellers  who  are  difpofed  to  en- 
tertain a  good  opinion  of  the  eleclorate  of  Hanover^ 
that  the  road  from  the  metropolis  acrofs  the  country  to 
the  Elbe,  in  the  way  to  Hamburghj  has  fo  barren  and 
defoiate  an  appearance.  The  diftrids  of  Zell  and  Lu~ 
nenburgh  are  by  no  means  fcenes  of  pleafure  ;  but  at 
fome  diftance  from  the  road  in  Hanover,  it  is  faid  the 
lands  are  fertile  and  well  peopled. 

Hamburgh  is  a  Hanfe  town  of  the  greatefj  impor- 
tance of  any  in  Europe  ;  for  its  fituation  for  trade,  and 
the  reputation  of  its  laws,  have  long  furnilhed  it  vnth 
opulent  inhabitants.  It  Hands  in  the  ducliy  of  Holftein 
on  the  north  iide  of  the  Elbe,  where  that  river  forms 
many  iflands,  and  fome  part  of  the  town  is  fo  low,  that 
the  inhabitants  are  much  incommoded  by  the  over- 
flowing of  the  ,  water,  v/hen  there  are  high  tides,  and 
north- weil  winds.  The  houfes  are  ftrong  and  lofty ^^ 
and  many  of  them  extremely  neat;  but  moil  of  the 
ilreets  are  fo  narrow,  as  hardly  to  fuffer  wheel-car- 
riages to  pafs  each  other:  their  coachmen  are,  ho^vever, 
remarkably  dexterous.  Indeed,  feventy  years  ago^ 
coaches  were  hardly  knowm  cimongthem;  but  they  arc 
now  very  common.  There  are  alfo  many  fpacioiis 
ftreets;  but  thofc  lying  higher,  and  more  detached 
from  the  water,  are  not  fo  much  frequented  by  wealthy 


merchants. 


This  place  is,  wirh  refped  to  Germany,  what  Am- 
frerdam  is  to  Europe,  a  magazine  of  the  different  pro- 
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duce  and  merchandize  of  the  trading  world.  Many  of 
the  houfes  are  built  on  the  very  edge  of  the  canals,  fo 
that  fhips  may  unload  into  their  warehoufes.  The 
number  of  veiTeis  of  confiderable  burthen  belonging  to 
the  town  is  computed  at  four  hundred,  of  which  thirty 
of  the  principal  are  employed  in  the  trade  to  and  from 
London.  The  Britifh  fadcory  there  is  poiTelTed  of  as 
difbinguifhed  privileges,  as  any  body  of  foreigners  enjoy 
in  any  part  of  the  commercial  world. 

The  fortifications  of  the  town  on  the  land  fide  are 
conlidered  as  very  flrong.  The  walks  round  the  ram- 
parts extend  about  four  Englifh  miles,  and  in  moft 
parts  are  very  pleafant.  On  the  eail  fide  is  a  large  piece 
of  v^^ater  formed  by  a  fmall  river  called  the  Alftcr, 
within  the  walls,  on  which  the  tow^n's  people  air.ufe 
themfelves  in  the  fummer,  by  rowing  about  it,  attend- 
ed by  bands  ofmuficians.  The  citizens  have  alfo  fevc- 
ral  gardens  on  tht  banks  of  the  Elbe  and  theAlfter,fome 
of  which  arc  ag-reeablej  but  beinsr  moftiy  in  the  Dutch 
taile,  they  are  very  fmall,  but  kept  in  exquifite  order, 
fo  as  to  appear  rather  like  a  puppet-fhew,  than  a  ru- 
ral fcene. 

The  city  is  divided  into  five  parifhes,  in  which  are 
five  capital  churches.  The  Lutheran  is  the  eftablifhed 
religion  ;  but  there  is  not  a  toleration  as  in  London  and 
Amfterdam  :  the  Roman  Catholics  are  obje6ls  of  great 
jealoufy  -,  but  the  Jews,  who  fupport  themfelves  by 
commerce  and  brokerage,  are  inciulged. 

The  government  of  the  city  is  compofed  of  four 
burgomafters,  twenty-four  fenators,  fourteen  of  whom 
are  chofen  from  among  the  mierchants,  and  ten  bred  to 
the  ftudy  of  the  law  :  there  are  alfo  four  findics  or  law- 
yers, who  a61:  as  frcretaries  of  ftate,  and  under  thefe 
are  four  real  fecretaries :  befides  thefe,  each  of  the 
parifhes  has  three  officers  in  the  nature  of  the  tribunes 
of  the  people  among  zht  ancient  Romans,  and  nothing 
of  moment  is  refoived  on  by  the  fenate  without  their 
concurrence.  The  number  of  inhabitants  may  be 
reckoned  at  i8c,ooo,  and   the   fuburbs  and  adjacent 
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villages  contain  half  as  many  more.  The  manufadiires 
of  this  place,  except  baking  liigar,  and  printing  cali- 
coes, are  very  inconfiderable. 

The  better  fort  of  people  are  extremely  affable,  moft 
of  them  having  travelled ;  but  the  women  are  very  re- 
ferved :  they  generally  go  veiled  with  black  filk,  but 
when  they  have  reafon  to  entertain  a  favourable  opini- 
on of  their  own  beauty,  they  wear  them  fo  as  not  to 
hide  their  faces.  There  is  here  no  appearance  of  ftate 
and  grandeur,  their  chief  purfuit  being  trade.  As  there 
are  no  marks  of  regal  authority  to  create  a  due  fubordi- 
nation,  the  eafy  circumllances  of  the  greateft  part  of 
the  inhabitants  have  introduced  a  fpecies  of  infolence 
peculiar  to  a  republican  ftate,  and  the  common  vpeople 
tread  clofe  upon  the  heels  of  thofe  of  higher  rank  :  it 
is  obfervable,  that  they  have  here  introduced  the  cuf- 
tom  of  giving  money  to  fervants,  and  thus,  as  in  fome 
other  countries,  the  domeftic  obligations  of  fociety  are 
converted  into  a6ls  of  venality. 

On  the  30th  of  September  our  author  left  Hamburg 
and  arrived  at  Blankenefs,  which  is  two  fhort  German 
miles  from  that  city,  through  a  delightful  road  on  the 
banks  of  the  Elbe,  which  gives  a  fine  and  extenfive 
view  of  part  of  the  Hanoverian  dominions  on  the  weft, 
and  of  the  Danifh  territories  in  Hoiftein  on  the  eaft  of 
that  river.  There  is  no  ftage  for  poft-horfes.  The 
ferry  is  very  fmall  for  a  wheel  carriage,  and  the  rufti- 
city  of  the  Danifh  boors  is  apt  to  create  vexations; 
they  very  frequently  ftaying  on  Ihore  to  decide,  by  a 
certain  game,  who  fhall  attend  the  pallenger.  The 
breadth  of  the  river  here  is  about  an  Engliili  mile;  and 
near  the  fame  diftance  up  a  creek  is  Crantz,  a  mean 
village  in  the  Hanoverian  dominions.  At  this  place 
there  being  no  poft,  the  peafants  are  obliged  to  find 
horfes  for  pafTengers  at  a  certain  rate.  Crantz  is  but  a 
mean  place,  though  it  extends  above  two  Englilli  miles. 
It  is  buik  on  the  top  of  a  high  bank,  intended  to  refift 
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the  overflowing  of  the  Elbe,  which  fometimes  happens^ 
The  country  abounds  in  meadow  and  corn  lands. 

On  the  I  ft  of  Odober,  Mr.  Hanway  purfued  his 
journey  to  Ciofter-feven,  through  an  indifferent  road. 
The  country  is  but  thinly  inhabited.  From  thence  is 
three  German  miles  to  Otteriburg,  through  a  fandy 
country  j  but  as  he  approached  towards  Bremen^ 
he  found  it  much  improved.  Within  an  Englifn  mile 
of  Bremen,  he  took  notice  of  three  Hones,  on  which 
were  the  arms  of  the  Britifh  crown  3  thefe  ferve  to  mark 
out  the  boundaries  of  the  Hanoverian  dominions, 

Bremen  is  fituated  on  a  plain  on  both  lides  the  river 
"Wefer,  over  v/hich  it  has  a  bridge.  The  dutchy  in 
which  is  ftands  formicrly  belonged  to  the  Swedes  j  but 
being  conc.uered  by  the  Danes,  they  fold  it  to  the  elec- 
tor of  Hanover  in  17163  yet  only  a  fmall  quarter  of 
the  tov/n  in  which  ftands  a  church  called  the  Dome, 
is  fubje6l  to  that  ele61:orate.  The  reft,  with  its  terri- 
tories, is  free,  and  under  its  own  laws  and  miagiftrates. 
Thefe  are  four  burgomafters,  and  twenty-four  fenators, 
chofen  out  of  the  citizens  who  profefs  Calvinifm,  which 
is  the  eftabliftied  religion ;  and  they  nave  live  churches 
for  the  citizens  of  that  perfuafion.  The  inhabitants 
are  fuppofed  to  amount  to  30,0003  and  one  v^ould 
im^agine  that  they  are  extremely  pious,  soli  Deo  glo- 
ria, or  glory  to  God  alone,  being  in  large  characters 
over  their  doors  and  windows,  within  doors  and  with- 
out. 

Moft  of  the  ftreets  are  narrow;  but  many  houfes 
make  a  good  appearance,  and  the  fncps  are  well  ftock- 
ed  with  merchandize.  The  city  has  a  town-houfe,  an 
exchange,  and  water-v/orks,  by  which  it  is  fupplied 
from  the  river.  In  the  market-place  is  the  figure  of  a 
o-iant  fourteen  feet  hi^h  clothed  in  armour,  faid  to 
reprefcnt  a  general  named  Rowland  or  Royland,  who 
they  fay  faved  the  city  when  it  was  in  the  utmoll  dan- 
ger from  the  Swedes.  But  what  is  moft  remarkable, 
is  the  great  Dom.e,  where  the  worfliip  is  performed 
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after  the  Lutheran  manner,  the  people  of  this  perfua- 
iion  being  almoil  as  numerous  as  thofe  of  the  eflabiifh- 
ed  religion.  It  is  an  ancient  gothic  ftrudiure,  reputed 
to  be  about  fix  hundred  years  old,  and  under  it  is  a 
vault  in  which  are  the  bodies  of  feveral  perfons  faid  to 
he  depofited  in  it  i50  7ears  before  our  author  was 
there,  and  had  been  difcovered  forty  years  before  that 
time  to  be  entire.  The  linen  in  which  they  are  dreffed, 
is  as  liaht  as  tinder  :  their  fiiins  look  black  and  parch- 
ed,  but  their  features  are  diilinguifnable  :  they  are  ex- 
tremely light,  and  the  cohefion  of  the  parts  are  entire. 
The  vault,  which  is  about  fix  feet  below  the  furface 
of  the  earth,  and  vaulted  eight  or  nine  inches  high^ 
appears  to  have  nothing  extraordinary,  except  that  the 
air  feems  temperate,  and  the  walls  perfe61:ly  dry.  A 
dead  cat  that  was  accidentally  thrown  in  through  the 
window,  was  prcferved  as  well  as  the  humian  bodies. 
The  vault  is  not  fuffered  to  be  cleaned,  from  the  idle 
opinion  that  it  may  lofe  its  virtue.  .  Several  perfons 
have  offered  confiderable  fums  to  have  their  bodies  de- 
pofited there,  to  wdiich  the  prieiis  obje6t,  alledging 
the  fentence  of  God.  That  man  fhall  return  to  dufc. 
However,  it  is  probable  that  the  magiflrates  do  not 
chufe  to  indulge  thefc  perfons,  as  the  Lutheran  is  not 
the  eftablidied  church. 

From  Bremen  is  a  long  caufeway,  the  country  being 
often  covered  with  water.  About  a  mile  from  the  town^ 
Mr.  Kanway  re-entercd  the  Hanoverian  dominions, 
and  after  a  journey  of  three  long  German  miles,  he 
arrived  at  VVildeiliaufen,  a  principle  town,  and  the  re- 
ndenct  of  the  great  bailiff  of  the  diftri6l,  of  which 
there  are  twenty-tive  in  the  Hanoverian  territories. 

From  thence  he  travelled  to  Haffelune,  a  pretty 
agreeable  town  belonging  to  the  ele6lor  of  Cologn,  Po- 
verty and  fuperllition  here  prevail,  and  there  arc  cru- 
ciRxes  erected  on  almoil  every  hilloc.  He  then  came 
to  Lingen  in  the  circle  of  Weilphalia.  This  tov/n  is 
fabjecPc  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  has  a  fmall  fortifi- 
cation.    The  breadth  of  the  fireets  and  regularity  of 
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the  hoiifes  give  the  traveller  a  fir  iking  idea  of  that  good 
order  for  which  the  PufTians  are  fo  much  diflinguilhed. 
This  town  formerly  belonged  to  William  III.  king  of 
England^  and  on  his  death  devolved  to  the  houfe  of 
Brandenburg, 

On  the  4th  of  Odtober^  our  author  approaching  the 
dominions  of  the  United  Provinces,  arrived  at  North- 
ern, where  the  women  appeared  to  be  almofl:  blinded 
with  the  fmoke  arifing  from  the  turf,  which  they  have 
here  in  great  abundance,  that  part  of  the  country  pro- 
ducing fcarce  any  thing  elfe.  The  heaths  preferved 
for  the  production  of  this  fuel,  are  larger  than  is  gene- 
rally imagined,  confidering  the  fmail  extent  of  the  do- 
minions of  the  eftates  5  but  except  thefe,  the  hand  of 
induilry  appears  in  a  very  remarkable  degree :  the  in- 
clofure  of  meadows,  corn  land,  and  kitchen-gardens, 
plantations  of  trees,  and  banks  which  are  thrown  up 
for  roads,  demonftrate  the  labour  of  the  peafant,  and 
at  the  fame  time  afford  an  agreeable  profpeCb.  Their 
cows  are  red,  and  conftitute  their  principal  riches,  by 
the  great  quantity  of  butter  and  cheefe  they  produce. 
The  little  towns  he  now  pafTed  through,  began  to  ex- 
hibit that  cleanlinefs  for  which  the  Hollanders  are  fo 
much  diflinguifned.  The  marriages  of  this  country  are 
performed  with  a  humorous  folemnity  -,  pillars  and  fef- 
toons  of  verdure,  adorned  with  garlands  and  tlow-ers 
are  prepared  for  the  decorations  of  a  nuptial  feail  at  the 
houfes  of  the  parties. 

From  Northern  he  came  to  Daventer,  a  large  city 
in  the  province  of  OverylTei,  formerly  a  hans-town, 
but  now  fubje61;  to  the  ftates.  It  (lands  on  the  river 
Yfiel,  v/hich  bears  vefTcls  of  burthen.  There  is  a  large 
v/ooden  bridge  over  it,  which  fubjects  the  pafTengers' 
to  a  heavy  toll.  This  river  runs  into  the  Zuyder  fea. 
The  town  is  well  fortified,  and  has  a  ftrong  garrifon  : 
the  ftreets  and  houfes  are  neat,  and  the  fliops  well  lup- 
plied  with  manufactures,  and  other  neceiTaries.  It  has 
a  good  inland  trade,  but  no  mianufacTtories. 
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From  hence  is  a  regular  pofb  four  German  miles  to 
Voorthufen.  The  foil  of  the  country  is  various.  Near 
the  midway  is  Loo,  a  famous  feat  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  Voorthufen  is  a  mean  viHage,  and  the  coun- 
try has  no  agreeable  afpecl.  He  thence  proceeded  to 
Amersfort  two  German  miles  j  the  firfl  of  which  is 
through  a  fandy  country,  v/here  there  is  but  little  cul- 
tivated land,  or  appearances  of  rich  inhabitants :  but 
towards  Ovelach  the  country  appears  worthy  of  the  re- 
putation it  has  in  the  world  :  here  are  large  plantations 
of  tobacco  for  the  produce  of  which  the  land  is  thrown 
up  in  ridges,  two  feet  high.  The  confumption  of  this 
article  in  the  United  Provinces  is  very  confiderable. 

Amersfort  is  an  ancient  and  confiderable  town  in  the 
province  of  Utrecht,  on  the  fmali  river  Eems,  which 
runs  into  the  Zuyderfca.  Here  is  a  very  large  church, 
that  has  an  excellent  fet  of  chimes.  The  houfes  and 
ilreets  are  remarkably  clean ;  but  the  manners  of  the 
people  are  far  from  being  equally  delicate.  They  fhew 
their  rufticity  in  an  apparent  contempt  of  flrangers. 
This  town  is  fupported  by  huibandry,  and  has  a  confi- 
derable trade  in  tobacco  of  its  own  growth.  Many  of 
the  people  wear  wooden  fhoes,  which  are  moft  conve- 
nient, for  their  brick  floors  andinceffant  wafliing. 

From  Amersfort  Mr.  Hanway  departed  for  Naar- 
den,  which  is  about  two  German  miles  diflant.  Here 
turnpikes  are  very  numerous,  and  palTengers  are  made 
to  pay  regularly  in  many  places  where  there  is  no  fence. 
About  tv/o  Engiifn  miles  from  Amersfort  is  Soefdyke, 
a  palace  belonging  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  that  has  a 
Dark  faid  to  be  eic;ht  Eneiifh  miles  in  circumference. 
Being  impatient  to  reach  Amfterdam,  he  declined  vi- 
fiting  Utrecht;,  remarkable  for  a  treaty  that  has  blotted 
the  annals  of  England,  and  aggrandized  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon:  but  it  is  faid  to  be  one  of  the  moil  agree- 
able places,  and  as  worthy  the  attention  of  a  traveller 
as  aiiy  in  the  United  Provinces. 

The  road  to  Naarden  paiTes  through  regular  planted- 
ticns  of  trees,  and  the  country  is  v/ell  cultivated  and 
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inhabited.  This  is  the  boundary  of  the  province  of 
Holland^  and  fituated  near  the  Zuyder  fea.  The  for- 
tifications are  confiderabie,  being  partly  compofed  of 
abroad  double  moat  filled  from  the  fea.  From  hence 
to  Amfterdam  is  reckoned  two  German  nrhles  :  the 
whole  country  ccnfifts  of  pafiures  and  gardens  that  ap- 
pear* below  the  furface  of  the  fea,  if  one  may  judge 
from  the  hulls  of  fnips  on  the  w^ater.  The  road  on 
the  banks  of  the  canals  is  made  with  great  coftj  and 
in  the  avenue  to  Amfterdam  is  a  caufeway,  which  has 
fmall  villages  and  gardens  beloneino;  to  the  citizens  on 
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each  fide^  that  greatly  beautify  the  face  of  this  artifi- 
cial country.  The  gates  of  Amfterdam  are  fnut  at  fix 
in  the  evening,  but  are  opened  to  paffengers  till  ten, 
for  a  ftiver  each  perfon. 

The  wonderful  city  of  Amifterdam.,  as  well  as  many 
other  towns  of  the  Netherlands,  is  a  work  of  art  and  ^ 
labour,  not  inferior  to  the  greateft  monuments  of  hu- 
man induftry  in  paft  ages.  It  is  fituated  about  220 
Englifn  miles  from  London,  and  derives  its  name  from 
the  river  Amftel ;  it  being  formerly  called  Amiieidam, 
or  the  dam  of  the  Amfrel,  W7hich  is  the  name  generally 
given  to  it  in  authentic  records.  Our  author  obferves, 
that  it  v/as  then  reckoned  about  400  years  from  its  firft 
beginning,  and  270  from  its  being  enclofcd  v/ith  walls. 
In  1570,  the  Dutch  began  to  lay  the  foundation  of  their 
wealth  and  naval  ftrength.  About  twenty  years  before 
that  time,  they  embraced  the  do<5trines  of  Calvin,  and 
being  provoked  by  the  opprefiive  meafures  of  RomiHi 
bigotry,  they  ihook  off  the  Spanifii  yoke.  The  Spa- 
niards exerted  thenifelves  upon  this  occafion,  from  re- 
ligious as  well  as  political  m.otives  ;  but  they  v/ere  un- 
able to  render  that  confederacy  abortive,  which  at 
length  united  the  Seven  Provinces,  and  formed  a  pow- 
erful republic. 

About  the  year  1600,  the  love  of  liberty  and  gain 
caufed  fuch  a  conflux  of  people  thither,  that  the  Vv^alls 
were  extended,  and  fince  that  time  they  have  been  far- 
ther enlarged,  fo  that  they  are  now  about  three  leagues 
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in  circumference.  The  city  is  generally  elleemed  near 
one-third  as  populous  as  London  and  Paris.  Within 
the  wails  are  reckoned  26^500  houfes,  and  about 
24O5OOO  inhabitants,  befides  thofe  in  the  fuburbs  whicb 
are  fmall.  The  greateft  ftrength  of  the  place  is  in  the 
difficulty  of  accefs  both  by  fea  and  land ;  but  the  nu- 
merous Hioais  that  render  the  entrance  of  the  Texel 
diiScult,  have  not  obfl:ru6led  the  progrefs  of  com- 
merce. One  remarkable  proof  of  cxconomy  is  obvi- 
ous in  the  fortitications  of  the  city  ;  for  the  bailions^ 
which  are  verv  numerous,  have  each  a  windmill. 

Molt  of  the  ftreets  are  exremely  clean  ;  but  except 
thofe  that  have  canals,  they  are  much  too  narrow. 
However,  they  are  rendered  iefs  incommodious  by  the 
hired  coaches  being  fet  on  iledges  drawn  by  one  horfe. 
Merchandize  is  alio  drawn  on  fledges,  which  are  not 
only  the  motl  convenient  vehicles  for  the  inhabitants 
and  their  trade,  but  are  calculated  to  preferve  the 
houfes,  which  being  built  on  piles,  might  in  time  be 
damaged  in  their  foundations,  by  having  a  great  num- 
ber of  wheel-carriages.  Gentlemen's  coaches  are, 
however,  for  the  moil  part  fet  on  wheels,  but  for  this 
liberty  they  pay  a  confiderable  tax.  The  principal 
ilreets,  or  rather  quays  of  the  canals,  are  agreeably 
planted  on  each  fide  v/ith  trees  -,  but  the  canals  fome- 
times  fmell  very  offenfively.  The  houfes  are  rather 
neat,  than  elegant  or  commodious :  the  nature  of  the 
climate  renders  it  necefiary  to  waili  them  often  ,  but 
the  greateft  part  of  the  people  carry  this  kind  of  clean- 
line  fs  fo  far,  as  hardly  to  afford  the mfe Ives  time  ixjr  the 
neceirary  care  of  their  perfons.  The  entrance  of  the 
houfes  is  generally  by  fceps,  which  rife  four  or  five  ft€t 
from  the  ground,  and  the  pafTage  into  the  rooms,  which 
runs  very  deep,  is  floored  and  pannelled  with  marble, 
which  has  an  air  of  grandeur  in  miniature.  They  have 
miuch  neat,  and  forne  rich  furniture,  which  ieems  ra- 
ther occafioned  by  an  ancient  cuftom  of  neatnefs  and 
elegance,  than  the  effe6l  of  a  luxurious  and  expenfive 
tafte. 
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Of  all  the  buildings  in  Amilerdam,  the  town-houle 
is  the  mofl  diflinguifiied.  It  is  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
feet  in  fronts  two  hundred  and  thirty  two  deep,  and  an 
hundred  and  fixteen  high,  exclufive  of  the  cupola.  It 
coft  three  millions  of  guilders,  or  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  fterling,  w^hen  money  was  more  valuable 
than  it  is  now,  which  will  be  lefs  furprifmg,  if  we 
confiderthat  it  is  founded  upon  thirteen  thoufand  large 
piles.  This  is  a  very  grand  and  ufeful  building,  and 
yet  is  neither  elegant  nor  agreeable.  It  contains  the 
ciiices  and  tribunals  for  the  execution  of  the  laws  in  the 
feveral  branches  of  the  military,  as  well  as  civil  go- 
vernment. It  is  very  obfervable,  that  the  entrance  of 
this  building  is  very  mean  ,  but  had  the  doors  been 
proportioned  to  the  reft  of  the  edifice,  they  would 
have  been  more  fub]e6h  to  be  forced,  upon  occafion  of 
thofe  tumultuous  affemblies  of  the  people,  that  are  not 
unfrequent  in  this  country.  The  ftadthoufe  is  guarded 
in  the  night  by  a  body  of  the  burghers,  who  are  thus 
charged  with  the  care  of  the  great  refervoir  of  the- 
wealth  of  the  United  Provinces.  In  the  lower  apart- 
ments is  the  bank,  in  which  is  faid  to  be  depofited  ini- 
menfe  fums. 

The  exchange  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long, 
and  a  hundred  and  forty  broad  ;  but  it  is  much  inferior 
in  architedlure  and  embeiliihments  to  that  of  London. 
It  is  fupported  by  forty- fix  pillars^  which  are  marked 
with  numbers,  and  the  merchants  take  their  ftands 
near  particular  pillars,  to  be  more  eafiiy  found.  The 
city  is  guarded  by  a  militia  of  tat  burghers. 

The  eftabiifhed  religion  is  that  of  Calvinifm,  for 
which  there  are  eleven  churches  for  the  Dutch,  one 
for  the  Englilli,  tv/o  for  the  Germans,  and  tv^o  for  the 
French  3  but  the  Roman  Catholics  are  faid  to  have 
near  thirty  places  ofworihip  .Befides  thefe  there  are  Lu- 
therans and  Baptiirs  :  the  Jews  are  alfo  numerous,  and 
have  their  fynagogues  as  in  London  ;  but  none  of  thefe 
religions,  exce})t  the  Calvinifts,  are  allowed  the  ufe  of 
bells ;  -dad  the  ftates  invalidate   all  marriages  not  per- 
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formed  according  to  the  rites  of  the  ^(labliihed  churchy 
unlefs  the  parties  firfl:  engage  themfelves  in  form  before 
the  civil  magiftrate,  and  then  they  may  perform  the 
ceremony  according  to  their  refpe6tive  religions. 

Mr.  Hanway  paffing  over  the  Y  (v/hich  is  alfo  call- 
ed the  Ya)  to  Sardam,  had  an  opportunity  of  obferv- 
ing  the  immenfe  labour  faved  by  the  means  of  wind- 
mills. Here  they  faw  timber  at  a  very  eafy  rate  ;  and 
he  obferved  in  one  of  thefe  a  tree  eight  or  nine  inches 
in  diameter,  fa  wed  into  thirty- fix  boards,  with  great 
exadiinefs.  This  occaiions  their  building  ihips  cheaper 
than  in  other  parts.  They  here  grind  woods  and  other 
materials  for  dying,  making  gunpowder  and  paper,  of 
v/hich  here  are  the  befl:  manufadhories  in  Holland. 
Thefe  mills  are  likewife  employed  in  many  other  ufes. 
This  work  is  performed  by  very  few  hands,  -and  the 
women  are  employed  as  well  as  the  men ;  which  gives 
a  lively  idea  of  that  induilry  and  ceconomy  from  which 
the  United  Provinces  have  derived  their  wealth.  Ma- 
ny of  thefe  windmills  are  ereded  at  a  great  expence, 
from  their  being  built  on  ground  that  is  little  better 
than  a  marih. 

With  refped  to  their  dykes,  the  Dutch  have  lately 
made  great  improvements  :  they  now  line  many  of  their 
fhores  with  large  ilones.  The  dyke  to  the  Zuyder 
Sea  is  raifed  about  fixteen  feet  perpendicular,  and  goes 
off  upon  an  eafy  Hope.  The  ilones  are  here  regularly 
laid,  and  form  an  excellent  defence  againft  the  watar  : 
but  the  dykes  towards  the  north  fea  are  faid  to  be  more 
lofty,  and  not  to  be  fupported  but  with  piles  at  agr^at 
cxpence. 

The  neighbourhood  of  a  dreadful  volcano  cannot 
render  the  fituation  of  the  inhabitants  more  precarious 
than  that  of  the  Dutch  is  from  the  nature  of  their  coun- 
try. In  fpite  of  their  great  ikill  and  indufliry,  the  ocean 
has  often  pafTed  its  bounds,-  and  exhibited  a  lively  pic- 
ture of  the  general  deluge.  In  1530,  a  great  part  of 
Zealand  was  overfi#)v/ed.    In  the  fame  century  feventy- 
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two  villages  on  the  coails  of  Holland  and  Friez- 
land  were  fwallowed  up,  and  near  twenty  thoufand 
people  periihedi  and  in  1665,  an  inundation  broke 
down  the  dyke  of  Muydenburg,  and  laid  the  whole 
country  round  Naarden,  and  many  places  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Utrecht,  under  water.  The  dyke  between 
Amfterdam  and  Haerlem,  and  many  others,  were  alfo 
broke  :  but  the  calamity  was  no  fooner  over,  than  the 
inhabitants,  in  a  great  meafure  repaired  the  damage. 

Amfcerdam  is  a  prodigious  magazine  of  corn,  wine, 
timber,  and  many  other  commodities  imported  from 
abroad ;  while  the  inhabitants  excel  in  fugar-baking, 
dying,  bleaching  of  linen  and  Vv^ax,  manufadluring  of 
paper,  fail-cloth,  and  no  inconiiderable  quantity  of  filk 
and  wool.  The  herring  and  whale  fifheries  produce 
immenfe  riches,  and  their  Eafb  India  trade  is  of  the  high- 
eft  im.portance  to  them  both  in  Europe  and  Afia^  the 
article  of  fpices  alone  is  a  mine  of  gold,  which  they 
have  preferved  with  more  care  and  affiduity  than  if  it 
were  really  fuch. 

With  refped  to  ballance  of  trade  between  Great 
Britain  and  United  Provinces,  the  linens,  flax,  fail- 
cloth,  haberdafhery  goods,  juniper-berries,  &c.  which 
-this  nation  take  of  the  Dutch,  greatly  exceed  in  value 
the  tobacco,  coals,  lead,  and  tin,  they  take  of  the 
Britifh  fubjeds. 

Though  there  arc  many  Hollanders  who  think  jndi- 
cioufly,  and  in  fome  refpeds  live  elegantly,  the  common 
people  are  extremely  boorifn.  Our  author  obferves, 
that  he  has  fcen  a  boatman  in  a  great  city,  ftrut  up 
and  down  a  room  v^ith  his  hat  on,  his  hands  on  his 
hips,  and  with  a  carelefs  air  of  infolence,  fpit  at  the 
feet  of  a  gentleman  who  was  treating  him  with  civili- 
ty, and  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  getting  a  guinea 
for  an  inconiiderable  I'ervice.  This  they  miftake  for 
liberty,  v^^hile  their  knowledge  is  confined  to  the  com- 
mon means  of  gain,  and  the  gratifications  of  the  calls 
of  nature.  Cheefe,  beer  geneva,  brandy,  and  tobac- 
co, are  the  joys  that  feem  to  crown  the  labours  of  the 
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common  people  i  but  in  their  cups  they  are  apt  to  mix 
cruelty  with  their  rufticity. 

Conflant  employment,  coldnefs  of  complexion,  and 
perhaps  the  nature  of  their  food,  may  contribute  to 
their  being  but  little  addided  to  love.  The  women 
who  are  not  of  high  rank,  adorn  their  heads  with  gold- 
lace,  and  other  of  the  like  ornaments,  but  v/ith  more 
frugality  than  is  generally  praftifed  in  Germany.  Ex- 
cept a  few  court  ladies,  they  have  not  much  caile  or 
delicacy  in  their  manners.  Some  have  good  complexi- 
ons ;  but  there  are  few  beautiful :  their  teeth  are  in  ge-= 
neral  bad,  and  moil  of  their  children  are  fickly  till  the 
age  of  eight  or  ten.  The  women  in  this  country  fei- 
dom  breed  after  they  are  thirty ;  and  as  the  men  are 
remarkable  for  wearing  many  breeches,  the  v/omen  in 
cold  weather  ufe  pots  with  live  coals  of  wood  or  turf 
fet  into  boxes  bored  full  of  holes,  and  put  under  the 
petticoates  :  this  is  not  only  apt  to  make  them  old  from 
the  waift  downward,  before  the  time  ordained  by  na- 
ture, but  the  fmeli  of  the  coals  is  offenfive.  Thus 
there  is  a  proverbial  faying,  that  "  the  dirtieft  piece 
^^  of  furniture  in  the  houfe  of  a  Dutchman  is  his  wife." 

The  revenues  of  Amfterdam  are  reputed  to  be  one 
fourth  of  what  is  paid  by  the  Seven  Provinces:  they 
generally  calculate  two  millions  of  people  in  the  United 
Provinces,  and  two  millions  ilerling  at  the  loweil  com- 
putation, are  unnually  paid  in  taxes. 

On  the  1 6th  of  06tober,  Mr.  Han  way  took  his  leave 
of  Am.fterdam,  and  embarking  at  Haerlem  gate,  took 
roof  or  cabin  of  the  Treckfcoot :  thefe  itagc  boats  are 
extremely  commodious,  as  they  fet  out  at  ftated  hours, 
and  perform  their  paffage  at  a  certain  time  almofi  to  a 
minute.  The  Haerlem  canal  is  bounded  by  meadow 
lands,  flocked  v/ith  horned  cattle :  but  there  are  net 
many  houfes  near  che  banks.  In  two  hours  and  a  half 
he  reached  Kaerlem,  a  coniiderable  town  remarkable 
for  its  cleannefs ;  though  its  fortifications  are  infome 
parts  only  a  brick  wall.  Here  are  twelve  churches,  o 
which  only  four  are  of  the  eilabliihed  religion.     A  lif 
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tie  to  the  foiith  of  this  city  is  Hadem  Meer,  v/hich  is 
a  large  lake ;  but  it  abounding  in  fhallows,  and  being 
much  expofed  to  the  wind,  the  canal  is  much  prefera- 
ble for  the  commerce  with  Amfterdam. 

Mr.  Hanway  having  made  a  iliort  flay  at  Haerlem, 
he  embarked  for  Leyden,  The  banks  of  the  canal  to 
the  lail  mentioned  city  are  higher  than  thole  of  Haer- 
iem.  Here  the  cows  are  covered  v^'ith  body  clothes, 
from  the  opinion  that, by  keeping  their  backs  warm, 
they  give  a  greater  quantity  of  milk  j  and  the  fcene  is 
diveriified  by  feveral  country  houfes,  plantations  of 
trees  j  and  agreeable  walks.  The  difiance  to  Leyden  is 
fifteen  Engnlli  miles,  and  he  was  exatlly  four  hours 
on  ti\c  way.  This  place  is  well  known  for  its  uni- 
verfity,  which  has  ftudents  from  all  parts  of  Eu- 
rope. The  city  is  neat  and  agreeable,  and  the  gar- 
dens about  it  extremely  fruitful;  but  as  moil  other 
places  in  the  United  Provinces  has  too  much  water, 
this  has  not  enough,  nor  has  it  fuch  a  comhiunication 
with  the  fea  as  to  afford  a  proper  miOtion  by  tides  to 
keep  the  water  fweet. 

From  Leyden  our  author  went  in  three  hours  to  the 
Hague,  which  having  no  inciofure,  is  called  a  village. 
The  fcreets  are  broad;  feveral  of  them  are  without 
canals,  ana  the  houfcs  for  the  moil  part  are  extremely 
well  built.  The  number  of  coaches  belonging  to  the 
noblemen  and  gentlemen,  and  the  gay  appearance  in 
•point  of  drefs,  give  a  very  different  idea  of  life  from 
that  of  the  trading  cities.  People  here  are  more  polite 
and  eafy  in  their  behaivour,  than  in  other  pars  of  Hol- 
land :  the  moil  confiderable  perfons  in  Europe  meeting 
there,  as  well  as  the  aifembly  of  the  States  General, 
which  alfo  draws  thither  the  greateft  part  of  the  people 
of  the  lirft  diftindlion  in  the  United  Provinces.  Indeed 
the  Hague  may  be  confidered  either  as  a  great  city,  or 
as  a  rural  fcene,  the  environs  with  which  it  is  immedi- 
ately inclofed  being  extremely  delightful,  while,  as  is 
cuRomary  in  great  cities,  they  have  plays  and  other 
aaiufements,    and  at  ibme   dlilance  a  garden  in  imita- 
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tion   of  Vauxhall.      There  are,    however,    only  two 
churches  of  any  confequence. 

On  the  2 2d  of  Odiober,  Mr.  Hanway  left  the  Hague 
and  went  to  Delft,  a  very  ancient  and  pleafant  town, 
furrounded  by  flat  meadow -lands  of  confiderable  ex- 
tent. This  town,  which  is  well  known  for  its  earthen 
ware,  is  well  peopled,  the  inhabitants  being  computed 
at  above  20,000. 

Our  author  went  from  thence  to  Rotterdam,  which 
is  hardly  feven  Engliih  miles  diftant,  and  may  juftly  be 
elleemed  the  next  in  rank  to  Amflerdami.  Indeed,  it 
has  feveral  advantages  above  that  city,  particularly  with 
refped:  to  the  fouthern  trade  of  Europe :  belides,  the 
navigation  of  the  Maefe,  is  more  fafe  and  commodious 
than  that  of  the  Texel,  and  the  air  and  water  are  bet- 
ter. The  canals  here  being  broad  and  deep,  exhibit 
the  view  of  a  fiourifhing  trade,  by  conveying  fhips  of 
burthen  into  the  heart  of  that  city.  Among  other 
public  building  is  a  very  good  exchange  for  the  ufe  of 
the  merchants  :  but  the  moil  remarkable  edifice  is  the 
great  church  of  St.  Lawrence,  in  which  are  the  mo- 
num.ents  of  feveral  perfons  of  diflin6tion,  particularly 
of  their  moil  celebrated  fea  ofBcers :  on  the  great  bridge 
is  the  ilatue  of  Erafmus.  There  are  in  this  city  great 
magazines  of  Eail-India  goods,  this  city  having  a  ihare 
of  that  trade.  The  Britifh  fa6lory  is  very  confiderable, 
and  is  mofdy  compofed  of  North-Britons  of  the  kirk 
of  Scotland,  v/ho  have  a  church  here.  During  the  v/ar 
in  Flanders,  under  the  great  duke  of  Marlborough,  an 
epifcopal  church  was  built  by  contribution  of  the  Eng- 
liih officers,  merchants  and  mariners,  and  it  is  faid  to 
be  the  only  regular  epifcopal  church  countenanced  and 
cfiabliihed,  belonging  to  Britifh  fubjedls,  cut  of  the 
dominions  of  Great-Britain. 

On  the  27  th,  Mr.  Flan  way  went  down  the  Maefe 
in  a  yacht  to  Halvoet  Skiys,  the  port  from  v/hence  the 
Harv/ich  packet  fets  out  on  Wednefdays  and  Sundays. 
Though  this  is  one  of  the  beil  harbours  in  the  United 
Provinces,  yet  the  town  is  very  inconfiderable,  it  hav- 
ing only  three  fmall  ilreets  and  a  quay  which  is  of  con- 
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fiderable  extent,  and  borders  a  great  part  of  the  har- 
bour. From  this  place  may  be  feen  the  ifland  of  Go- 
ree  to  the  fouth,  and  Zealand  to  the  north. 

Mr.  Hanway  had  here  the  pleafure  to  find  a  fmall 
fquadron,  with  four  yachts,  belonging  to  the  crown  of 
Great-Britain,  under  the  command  of  lord  Anfon,  his 
Britannic  majePcy  being  expe<5led  to  embark  in  his  re- 
turn from  Hanover,  in  a  few  days  :  a  fight  which  gave 
him  the  more  pleafure,  as  he  had  not  feen  a  Britifh  fhip 
of  war  for  near  eight  years  before.  He  embarked  on 
board  the  packet  foon  after  his  arrival,  and  landed  at 
Harwich  on  the  28th,  after  a  paiTage  of  twenty-four 
hours. 
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Containing  a  general  defcription  of  the  country,  with  the  manners 
and  quftoms  of  the  inhabitants. 


JL  HE  country  properly  called  Denmark,  con- 
iiils  of  Jutland,  part  of  the  duchy  of  Slefwick,  and  fe- 
veral  iflands  in  the  Baltic  fea.  The  peninfula  of  Jut- 
land is  the  larsfcfl  and  mofl  fertile  of  the  countries  in- 
eluded  under  the  name  of  Denmark ;  hut  the  iilands 
are  more  confiderable  on  account  of  their  fituation, 
cfpecially  Zealand ;  becaufe  it  contains  Copenhagen, 
the  capital  of  Denmark,  and  the  famous  paffage  of  the 
Sound  is  bordered  by  its  iliore,  where  on  the  narroweil 
part  flands  the  town  of  Elfeneur. 

Zealand  is  almofb  of  a  circular  figure,  and  about  i3o 
Englifn  miles  in  circumference;  but  it  produces  no 
bread-corn,  except  rye,  of  which  mofl  of  their  bread  is 

*  V/e  have  omitted  in  the  account  given  by  this  great  author, 
whatever  appears  to  be  dictated  by  partiality,  and  have  improved 
tl'iis  article  with  the  obfervations  of  later  writers,  which,  as  aiuii,  we 
have  diilinguiihed  by  enclofing  them  in  [crotchets.] 
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made.  It  has  few  meadows,  and  has  no  want  of  good 
hay  i  though  mofl  of  the  grafs,  which  is  Ihort  and  fweet, 
grows  by  the  fides  of  the  corn  fieldsj  or  in  fome  marfhy 
fpots  of  ground.  It  has  no  rivers,  nor  above  half  a 
fcore  brooks  able  to  turn  a  mill :  but  there  are  a  great 
number  of  fine  lakes  fuiiiciently  ftored  wich  filli.  Tlie 
air  is  but  indifferent,  efpecially  at  Copenhagen;  which 
is  occafioned  by  its  low  fituation,  and  frequent  fogs. 
The  inhabitants  burn  beach'-wood  for  their  firing, 
which  is  the  only  fort  of  timber  trees  that  abound  in 
the  ifland.  About  one-fourth  part  of  it  is  foreft,  lying 
open  for  the  king's  hunting  and  game,  as  flags,  wild 
boars,  and  roebucks,  which  are  here  held  fo  facred, 
that  nobody  dares  touch  them,  though  they  find  them 
in  whole  herds  deftroying  their  corn. 

The  face  of  the  land  is  agreeably  diverfified  with 
little  hills,  woods,  and  lakes.  The  horned  cattle  are 
generally  fmall  and  lean,  and  are  kept  within  doors  fe- 
ven  or  eight  months  in  the  year  ;  where  they  are  fed 
partly  with  hay,  and  partly  with  brewers  grains,  roots, 
weeds,  and  fuch  trafh  as  their  owners  can  provide  for 
them:  but  in  fummer  time  when  they  feed  on  grafs, 
their  fiefh  is  fweet  and  juicy. 

Throughout  allDemark  there  are  but  twofeafons  in 
the  year,  winter  and  fummer,  the  more  agreeable  ones 
of  fpring  and  autumn  not  being  commonly  known;  the 
fpring  never,  and  the  autumn  feldom  ;  the  tranfitions 
from  cold  to  heat,  and  from  heat  to  cold  being  ex- 
tremely fudden.  During  the  months  of  June,  July, 
and  Augufl,  the  weather  is  much  warmer  than  in  Eng- 
land, and  very  fultry  in  the  nights ;  but  it  is  a  gloomy 
heat :  in  the  day  time,  people  generally  perceive  fomiC 
intcrpofition  of  thick  vapours  between  them  and  the 
fun.  In  Copenhagen,  during  thefe  three  months,  they 
are  conflantiy  troubled  v/ith  the  plague  of  flies,  which 
they  endeavour  to  deftroy  by  a  poifoned  water  ;  upon 
the  fprinkling  of  v/hich  in  their  kitchens  and  chambers, 
I  have  feen  whole  bufhels  of  dead  fiics  fwept  together 
in  one  room. 
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The  only  city  worthy  of  notice  in  this  ifland,  and  in^ 
deed  of  all  Denmark,  is  the  city  of  Copenhagen,  there 
being  no  other  in  the  king's  whole  dominions  much 
better  than  our  town  of  St.  Albans.  Copenhagen  is 
neither  a  very  ancient,  nor  a  very  large  places  it  ap- 
proaching neareil  to  Briftol,  of  any  of  our  Engliili  ci- 
ties :  but  its  excellent  port  renders  its  lituation  for  trade 
one  of  the  beft  in  the  world.  It  is  farrounded  with 
fortificadons,  and  the  port  is  inclofed  by  the  bulwarks 
of  the  town,  the  entrance  being  fo  narrow,  that  but 
one  ihip  can  pafs  at  a  time  ;  and  this  entrance  is  every 
night  Ihut  up  witii  a  flrong  boom:  the  citadel  on  one 
fide,  and  on  the  other  a  good  block-houfe  well  fur- 
nifhed  v/ith  cannon,  command  the  mouth.  Within 
this  haven  rides  the  royal  navy,  every  fhip  having  her 
place  alligned  her ;  a  wooden  gallery  ranges  round  the 
whole  inclofiire  where  the  fleet  lies,  and  extending  over 
the  water,  the  ihips  may  be  viewed  from  it  in  an  eafy 
and  commodious  a  manner  as  if  they  lay  on  dry  land. 
This  harbour  is  capacious  enough  to  hold  500  fail,  out 
of  the  reach  of  llorms  and  tempcfts.  [But  it  has  been 
found  that  their  fortifications  cannot  proted:  them  from 
a  bombardment  at  fea,  nor  are  they  always  fecure  on 
that  fide  againfl  the  attacks  of  a  land  army ;  for  the 
Baltic  has  been  fo  hard  frozen,  that  the  Swedes  have 
drawn  their  artillery  over  the  ice,  and  laid  fiege  to  the 
city.]  The  buildings  of  Copenhagen  are  generally  very 
mean,  they  being  formed  of  a  kind  of  cage-work,  v^ith 
the  intervals  betv^een  the  timbers  filled  up  with  brick. 
The  public  edifices,  and  particularly  the  palace,  for- 
merly made  a  very  indifferent  appearance  ;  and  feveral 
of  the  noblemen  were  infinitely  better  lodged  than  the 
royal  family.  [But  on  the  28th  of  06lober,  1728, 
the  city  was  reduced  to  allies,  and  this  conflagration 
has  contributed  greatly  to  its  beauty ;  for  it  rofe  again 
in  a  more  magnificent  form;  the  houfcs  were  built 
v/ith  brick  and  free-fione,  and  the  king  has  eredted  a 
very  noble  palace.     The  royal  m.ufeiim  here  contains 
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an  admirable  colleclion  of  curiofities  both  natural  and 
artinciai,  prefcrved  in  eight  chambers  over  the  royal 
library,  which  is  large  and  well  furnilhed.  One  of 
theie  rooms  is  wholly  taken  up  with  medals,  which  are 
very  judiciouily  arranged.  Among  the  natural  curio- 
fities,  one  of  the  moit  rem-arkable  is  a  petrified  child, 
which  Vv'as  cut  out  of  the  mother's  belly  at  the  city  of 
Sens  m  France  in  the  year  1582,  after  having  lain 
there  between  tw^enty  and  thirty  years.  This  fetus 
was  firit  carried  to  Paris,  where  rt  was  fold  to  a  jewel- 
ler of  Venice,  who  happened  to  be  there,  for  about  aol. 
iterling  -,  of  whom  it  was  afterwards  purchafed  by  Fre- 
deric III.  king  of  Denmark  for  6oi.  and  added  to  this 
collection.  That  it  is  not  artificial  is  evident  beyond 
all  difpute.  Its  head,  fnoulders  and  belly  are  of  a 
whitifii  colour,  and  nearly  refemble  alaballerj  the 
back  and  loins  are  hard  and  brown  -,  but  from  the  hips 
dovv^nward  it  is  of  a  red  colour,  and  perfe6l  (lone,  ex- 
adily  rciemibling  the  hard  fort  generated  in  the  blad- 
der. 

In  this  fine  coll€d:ion  are  fever al  large  pieces  of  fil- 
ver  ore,  dug  out  of  mines  of  Norway  in  1666,  one 
of  which  weighs  560  pounds,  and  is  valued  at  5000 
crowns  :  another  piece  is  valued  at  above  30CO  :  both 
being  fuppofed  to  contain  at  leaft  three  parts  filver. 
They  are  compofed  of  a  whitifii  ftone,  the  cavi- 
ties of  v/hich  feem  to  be  tilled  with  pure  virgin  filver,, 
in  fome  places  lying  in  broad  flat  plates,  and  in  others 
like  pieces  of  fine  filver  lace  :  but  what  are  moil  ad- 
mired, are  the  threads  or  branches  of  filver  which 
flioot  out  an  inch  or  two  beyond  the  ftone,  in  the  form 
of  fmail  ihrubs  or  bufhes.  Here  are  alfo  feveral  large 
pieces  of  amber,  fome  weighing  40  or  50  ounces  ; 
which  upon  opening  the  ditches  about  Copenhagen, 
were  found  flicking  to  the  fides  of  old  trees  that  were 
buried  there,  like  the  gum  on  the  plum-trees  in- our 
gardens. 

Among  the  artificial  curiofities,    is   a   fl^'eleton  of 
ivory,  two  {^ti  fix  inches  high^  fo  nicely  formed  that  it 
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is  fcarcely  to  be  diftinguiilieci  from  a  natural  one.  Ano- 
ther piece  of  ivory  contains  the  hiilory  of  our  Saviour's 
pailion,  beautifulijexpreiredin  relievo.  There  is  like- 
wife  a  fmaii  man  of  war  in  ivory,  with  fiiver  guns, 
which  is  iTiuch  admired,  as  is  alfo  a  watch  made  ot 
ivory.  There  are  befides  many  other  curiofities  in 
ivory,  ebony,  box^  ambejj  and  other  materials,  kept 
for  the  fake  of  the  elegance  or  minutenefs  of  the  work- 
manlliip,  and  it  is  faid  that  there  is  a  common  cherry- 
ftone  on  the  furface  of  which  are  engraven  220  heads; 
but  their  fmallneis  makes  them  appear  imperfedl  and 
confufed. 

The  fciences  now  begin  to  flouriih  at  Copenhagen  5 
learning  is  encouraged  and  makes  great  advances,  and 
that  city  has  a  royal  academy  of  fciences,  which  nearly 
refembles  the  royal  fociety  of  London. 

The  houfes  of  Copenhagen,  do  not  take  up  above 
half  the  ground  inclofed  by  the  fortifications.  The 
iflc  of  Amack,  which  is  feparated  from  the  city  only 
by  a  fmali  channel  of  the  fea,  is  united  to  it  by  f^verai 
bridges,  that  afford  an  eafy  communication ;  and  in 
this  ifland  is  what  is  called  the  New  Town,  which  con- 
lifts  of  about  four  or  five  hundred  houfes,  and  contains 
die  arfenal,  die  mint,  the  exchange,  and  the  caille. 
This  little  ifland,  which  is  only  about  fix  miles  in 
length,  is  called  the  garden  of  Copenhagen,  and 'is 
cfteemed  trie  moil  fertile  fpot  in  Denmark.]  It  was 
given  long  ago  to  feveral  families  w^ho  came  from 
North  Holland,  to  make  butter  and  cheefe  for  the 
court,  and  their  defcendants  ftill  retain  the  habit,  lan- 
guage, and  cuftoms  of  their  predeceffors,  together 
with  their  cleanlinefs  and  induftry;  for  they  will  not 
mix  with  the  Danes,  but  intermarry  with  each  other. 
This  ifland,  through  the  indulby  of  theie  laborious  peo- 
ple, plencifylly  fupplies  the  markets  of  Copenhagen 
with  all  forts  of  roots  and  herbs  :  beiides  butter,  milk, 
great  quantities  of  corn,  and  iome  hay. 

[Elfeneur,  is  about  twenty  miles  north  of  Copen- 
hagen, arid  is  defended  by  the  neighbouring  caille  of 
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Cronenburg,  which  commands  that  fide  of  the  Sound, 
as  Helfinburg  does  the  other.     Every  fliip  that  paffes 
this  ftreight  muil  ftrike  fail  at  Cronenburg,  and  fleer  to 
the  town,  to  compound  for  the  cuilom,  under  the  pe- 
nalty of  forfeiting  the  veffcl  and  cargo.     The  caftle  of 
Cronenburg  is  tour  or  five  hundred  paces  diltant  from 
Eifeneur,  and  is  built  on  oaken  piles,  in  fo  folid  a  man- 
ner, that  it  is  able  to  fupport  the  fury  of  the  tide,  which 
fometimes  beats  a2;ainft  it  with  o;reat  violence.    It  forms 
a  large  fquare  court,  and  was  adorned  with  fine  fba- 
tues:  the  apartments  were  alfo  very  fplendid  :  it  is  even 
pretended,  that  not  only  the  locks  of  the  doors,  but 
the  very  pipes  of  the  cificrns  that  fupplied  the  garrifon 
v^ith  water,  were  ail  of  filver,  before  it  was  plundered 
by  the  Swedes.     This,  hov/ever,  is  very  improbable, 
and  is  doubtlefs  no  more  than  a  vulgar  error.     It  has 
four  little  towers  at  each  corner,   covered  with  copper j 
but  the  caftle,  with  the  chapel,  fteeple,  and  ornaments, 
are   all  going  to  dec*ay.     The  land  fide  is  fecured  by 
five  baftions  and  a  half. 

Frederickfourg  is  a  fmall  tovm  twenty  miles  to  the 
north- weft  of  Copenhagen,  and  eighteen  to  the  fouth- 
weft  of  Elfeneur,  This  place  is  famous  for  the  fine 
palace  that  ftands  near  it,  which  is  efteemed  the  moft 
beautiful  and  delightful  of  any  belonging  to  the  king, 
and  is  generally  called  the  Verfailles  of  Denmark. 
This  palace  ftands  on  an  iiland  in  the  midft  of  a  fmall 
lake.  Here  was  formerly  the  leat  of  a  private  gentle- 
man :  but  kino;  Frederic  II.  beino;  charmed  v^^ith  its  fi- 
tuation,  bought  it,  and  began  to  trcS:  the  palace, 
which  v/as  finiftied  by  his  fon  Chriftiern  IV.  This 
ftrudbure  ftands  on  piles,  and  confifts  of  a  very  iriagni- 
ficent  front,  with  two  large  wings,  that  contain  feveral 
grand  apartments.  The  gallery  that  leads  to  the  hall 
of  audience  is  adorned  with  a  fine  collection  of  paint- 
ings, moft  of  them  brought  from  Italy  -,  and  the  hall 
is  hung  with  the  pictures  of  feveral  of  the  Danifh  kings, 
and  of  the  prefent  royal  family,  ai  large  as  the  life. 
The  exploits  of  fome  of  thefe  monarchs  are  alfo  beau- 
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tlfully  painted  in  different  parts  of  the  palace,  and  the 
great  actions  of  Chriftiern  IV.  are  reprefented  in  rich 
tapeftry.  The  chapel  is  covered  with  gilt  copper,  and 
on  the  infide  embeliiflied  with  paintings  and  other  or- 
naments, among  which  are  the  (latues  of  the  twelve 
Apoftles  in  fiiver :  and,  it  is  faid,  the  locks,  bolts,  &c. 
were  of  filver,  before  it  v/as  plundered  by  the  Swedes. 
There  is  a  hne  garden  behind  the  palace,  and  in  the 
lai^e  is  a  kind  of  terrace,  railed  on  piles,  which  coft 
100,000  crowns.  The  neighbouring  park  is  about  nine 
miles  long,  interfperfed  with  canals  and  fifh-ponds, 
and  agreeably  diverfified  with  a  mixture  of  grafs-plats, 
little  hills,  and  valleys,  well  ftocked  with  fallow-deer 
from  England.] 

The  pcninfula  of  Jutland,  part  of  the  Cimbrica 
Cherfonefus,  compofes  the  largefb  part  of  the  kingdom 
of  Denmark.  The  foil  of  North  Jutland,  which  alone 
is  included  in  that  kingdom,  is  not  very  fertile  ;  but 
abounds  in  cattle,  great  numbers  of  which  are  pur- 
chafed  by  the  Dutch,  v/hen  very  lean,  and  tranfported 
to  their  own  more  fertile  foil,  where  they  foon  grow 
exceeding  fat.  The  fv/inc  of  this  country  are  excellent 
and  very  numerous.  Jutland  affords  corn  fufficient  for 
the  fupport  of  the  inhabitants.  The  mod  fertile  lands 
lie  near  the  fea-coafts,  the  inland  parts  being  full  of 
heaths,  lakes,  and  woods.  The  wiiole  country  is  di- 
vided into  four  billioprics ;  but  the  cities  and  towns 
make  but  an  indifferent  figure. 

[South  Jutland,  ufually  called  Slefv\^ic,  is  the  mofl: 
fertile,  but  the  duke  of  Hoiftein  has  the  joint  domi- 
nion of  a  part  of  this  country,  and  in  fome  great  towns 
and  territories  each  has  a  diftindl;  dominion.  The  duke 
of  Holffein's  capital  is  Gottorp  ;  and  though  it  is  not 
fiibie6t  to  the  crov/n  of  Denm.ark,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  give  here  a  defcription  of  the  gardens  be- 
longing to  the  caftle,  v/hich  is  not  only  a  fortrefs,  but 
one  of  the  nobleil:  palaces  in  thefe  northern  countries. 

The  caftle  of  Gottorp  fcands  on  the  weft  of  the  ri- 
ver Sley  in  the  midft  of  a  fmall  lake,  and  is  built  in  the 
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form  of  an  oblong  fqiiare.  A  rampart  encompafTes  the 
firfc  court,  and  the  ?2-ate  of  the  caftle  is  of  a  fine  blue 
iione  as  hard  as  marble.  On  the  north  fide  of  this 
firudliire  is  a  bridge  over  the  lake,  200  paces  in  length, 
at  the  end  of  which^  a  pleafant  walk,  between  rows  of 
trees,  leads  to  a  fine  garden  adorned  with  cafcades, 
fountains,  and  other  water-works.  Particularly  in  a 
lar^re  bafon,  is  a  ilatue  of  Hercules  combating  the  Hv- 
dra,  whofe  feven  heads  fpout  water.  On  the  north  is 
a  parterre,  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent,  divided  into  com- 
partments, and  embelliihed  with  the  bufcs  of  feverai 
kings  and  princes.  But  one  of  the  moil  curious  orna- 
ments of  thefe  gardens  is  a  fine  copper  globe,  ten  itct 
and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  a  fphere,  exhibiting  the 
motion  of  the  fun  and  heavenly  bodies,  which  are  car- 
ried round  in  exa^b  order,  by  means  of  certain  wheels 
turned  by  water.  Before  the  houfe  is  a  level  piece  of 
of  ground  about  150  paces  long,  divided  into  three 
parts,  thofe  on  the  fides  being  two  fine  parterres,  and 
that  in  the  middle,  having  a  large  bafon  in  the  centre, 
with  fine  water- works.  From  thence  you  afcend  to 
different  terraces,  one  above  another,  fct  round  with 
ftatues,  bufcs,  and  other  ornam.ents.  The  higheil  ter- 
race exhibits  a  raoft  delightful  profpe6t  of  the  caflle, 
the  furrounding  lake,  and  a  fine  country  -,  and  on  the 
other  hand,  of  a  noble  orangery,  and  of  the  neigh- 
bouring park,  which  is  four  or  five  miles  in  circum- 
ference, and  well  flocked  v.'ith  deer,] 

Among  the  illands  included  under  the  name  of  Den- 
mark, is  Funen,  wifich  is  about  thirty- fix  miles  from 
eai-:  to  wcH,  and  thirty  from  north  to  fouth.  The  foil 
is  her^/fertile  and  well  manured,  and  the  country  con- 
fifis  of  fmall  fruitful  hills,  fome  of  them  well  covered 
v/ith  words.  It  is  better  peopled  than  Zealand.  Much 
corn,  and  great  herds  of  black  cattle  are  exported  from 
thence,  and  the  inhabitants  have  a  good  breed  of  horfes, 
and  plf  Pty  of  hogs.  This  ifland  is  the  appendage  of 
the  kinf^'s  eldefl  fon,  and  the  government  of  it  is  one 
of  the  mofc  confiderable  in  the  kingdom.     There  are 
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leveral  leiier  iflands  comprehended  under  the  kingdom 
of  Denmark.  But  the  moil  extenfive  part  of  this 
prince's  dominions  is  Norway,  of  which  wefnali  here- 
after give  a  particular  defcription. 

Denmark  was  till  lately  governed  by  a  king  chofen 
by  the  people  of  all  ranks ;  hut  in  their  choice,  they 
paid  a  due  regard  to  the  family  of  the  preceding  prince, 
and  if  they  found  one  of  his  line  qualified  for  that  high 
honour,  they  thought  it  juit  to  prefer  him  before  any 
other,  and  were  pleafed  when  they  had  reafon  to  chufe 
the  eldeft  fon  of  their  former  kins; :  but  if  thofe  of  the 
royal  family  were  deficient  in  abilities,  or  had  rendered 
themfelves  unworthy  by  their  vices,  they  chofe  fome 
other  perfon,  and  fometimes  a  private  man  to  that 
high  dignity. 

Frequent  meetings  of  the  Pcates  v/as  a  fundamental 
part  of  the  conftitution  :  in  thofe  meetings  every  thing 
relating  to  the  government  was  tranfa(5led  j  good  laws 
were  enacted,  and  all  affairs  relating  to  peace  and  war, 
tlie  difpofal  of  great  offices,  and  contracts  of  mar- 
riage for  the  royal  family,  were  debated.  Theinipof- 
ing  of  taxes  was  purely  accidental,  no  money  being  le- 
vied on  the  people  except  to  maintain  a  neceifary  w^ir, 
wdth  the  advice  and  conient  of  the  nation,  or  now  and 
then  by  way  of  free-gift,  to  add  to  a  daughter's  por- 
tion :  the  king's  ordinary  revenue,  coniifiing  only  in 
the  rents  of  his  lands  and  demefnes,  in  his  herds  of 
cattle,  his  forefts,  fervices  of  tenants  in  cultivating  his 
ground,  &c.  forcuftoms  on  merchandife  v/ere  not  then 
known  in  that  part  of  the  v/orld  :  fo  that  he  lived  like 
one  of  our  modern  noblemen,  upon  the  revenues  of 
his  eflate.  It  was  his  buiihefs  to  fee  juftice  impartially 
adminiftered  -,  to  watch  over  the  welfare  of  his  people ; 
to  command  their  armies  in  perfon;  to  encourage  in- 
duilry,  arts,  and  learning;  and  it  v/as  equally  his  duty, 
and  intercft  to  keep  fair  with  the  nobility  and  gentry, 
and  to  be  careful  of  the  property  and  profpcrity  of  the 
commons. 
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But  in  1660,  the  three  dates,  that  is,  the  nobility^ 
clergy,  and  commonalty,  being  aiTembled  in  order  to 
pay  and  difband  the  troops,  which  had  been  employed 
againft  the  Swedes,  the  nobility  endeavoured  to  lay  the 
whole  burthen  on  the  commons  ,  while  the  latter,  who 
had  defended  their  country,  their  prince,  and  the  nobi- 
lity themfelves,  v/ith  the  utmoft  bravery,  infilled  that 
the  nobles,  who  enjoyed  all  the  lands,  fnould  at  leaft 
pay  their  fhare  of  the  taxes,  fmce  they  had  fuffered  lefs 
in  the  common  calamity,  and  done  lefs  to  prevent  its 
progrefs. 

At  this  the  nobility  were  enraged,  and  many  bitter 
replies  palTed  on  both  fides.  At  length,  the  principal 
fenator  iianding  up,  told  the  prelident  of  the  city,  that 
the  commons  neither  underftood  the  privileges  of  the 
nobility,  nor  confidered,  that  they  them.felves  were  no 
other  than  ilaves.  The  word  flaves  was  followed  by  a 
loud  murmur  from  the  clergy  and  burghers  :  Nanfon^ 
the  prefident  of  the  city  of  Copenhagen,  and  fpeaker 
of  the  houfe  of  com.mons,  perceiving  the  general  in- 
dignation it  occafioned,  inftantly  rofe,  and  fwearing 
that  the  commons  were  no  Ilaves,  which  the  nobility 
fhould  foon  prove  to  their  coft,  v/alked  out,  followed 
by  the  clergy  and  burghers,  and  proceeding  to  the 
brewers-hall,  debated  there  on  the  mxoft  effectual  means 
of  humbling  the  infupportable  pride  of  the  nobles. 

The  next  morning  the  commons  and  clergy  marched 
in  great  order  to  the  council-houfe,  where  the  nobles 
v/ere  again  aiTembled,  and  the  prefident  Nanfon  made 
a  fhort  fpeech,  ohferving  that  they  had  confidered  the 
flate  of  the  nation,  and  found  that  ihc  only  way  to  re- 
medy the  diforder  of  the  flate  was  to  add  to  the  power 
of  the  king,  and  render  his  crown  hereditary,  in  which 
if  they  thought  fit  to  concur,  they  were  rea.'y  to  ac- 
company them  to  the  king,  whom  they  had  informed 
of  their  refoiution,  and  vv^ho  expedied  them  in  the  hall 
of  his  palace. 

The  fuddennefs  of  this  propofal,  and  the  refolutiort 
with  which  it  v/as  made,  caufed  a  general  confternatiort 
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amonp-  the  nobles.  They  now  endeavoured  to  foothe 
the  commons  by  fair  fpceches ;  and  urged,  that  fo  im- 
portant an  affair  iliould  be  mansged  with  due  folem- 
nity,  and  that  it  fhould  be  regulated  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  it  might  not  have  the  appearance  of  a  tumult.  To 
this  the  prefident  replied,  tnat  they  only  wanted  to  gain 
time,  in  order  to  fruflrate  the  intentions  of  the  com- 
mons i  v/ho  came  not  thither  to  confult,  but  a6l.  After 
farther  debate,  the  commons  growing  impatient,  the 
clergy  and  burghers,  led  on  by  their  bifhop  and  preli- 
dent,  proceeded  without  them  to  the  palace  j  and  were 
met  by  the  prime  miniiler,  who  condu6ted  them  to 
the  hall  of  audience,  whither  the  king  foon  came  to 
them.  The  biibop  made  a  long  fpeech  in  praife  of  his 
majefty,  and  concluded  with  offering  him  an  hereditary 
and  abfoiute  dominion.  The  king  returned  them  his 
thanks  5  but  obferved,  that  the  concurrence  of  the 
nobles  was  neceifary ;  he  affured  them  of  his  protetlion, 
and  promifed  to  eafe  their  grievances.  The  nobles 
were  all  this  while  in  the  greateft  diftradlion ;  they 
could  come  to  no  refolution,  and  broke  up  in  order  to 
attend  the  funeral  of  a  principal  fenatorj  but  v/hile 
they  were  at  a  magnificent  dinner,  v/hich  was  ufuaily 
provided  on  fuch  occafions,  they  were  told  that  the 
city  gates  were  Ihutbythe  king's  orders,  and  the  keys 
carried  to  court.  They  were  now  filled  with  the  ap- 
prehenfions  of  being  all  maffacred,  and  the  dread  of 
iofmg  their  lives  took  away  all  thoughts  of  their  liberty: 
they  therefore  immediately  difpatched  meiTengers  both 
to  the  court  and  the  commons,  to  give  notice  of  their 
compliance.  But  the  king  being  refolved  to  purfue  the 
affair  to  the  utmoft,  would  not  fufter  the  gates  to  be 
opened  till  the  whole  ceremony  of  the  inauguration 
was  concluded.  Three  days  time  were  neceffary  to 
prepare  matters  for  the  fatal  hour  in  which  they  were 
to  make  a  formal  furrender  of  their  liberty.  Scaffolds 
covered  with  tapeftry  were  erected  in  the  fquare  before 
-the  callle  :  orders  were  given  for  the  fokiiers  and 
v«L.  v.  3  P 
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burghers  to  appear  in  arms  under  their  refpedtive  of- 
ficers;  and  on  the  aych  of  06lober  in  the  morning, 
the  king,  queen,  and  royal  family  being  mounted  on 
a  theatre  ere6ted  for  that  purpole,  and  placed  in  chairs 
of  ftate  under  canopies  of  velvet,  received  publicly 
the  homage  af  all  the  fenators,  nobility,  clergy,  and 
commons,  which  was  performed  on  their  knees,  each 
taking  an  oath  faithfully  to  promote  his  majefty's  in- 
tereft  in  all  things,  and  to  ferve  him  faithfully  as  be- 
came hereditary  liibje6ls.  Here  one  Gerfdorf,  a  prin- 
cipal fenacor,  was  the  only  man  who  opened  his  mouth 
in  behalf  of  their  expiring  liberties,  faying,  that  he 
hoped  and  truiied  that  his  majefty  defigned  nothing  but 
the  good  of  his  people,  and  not  to  govern  them  after 
the  Turkifli  manner ;  but  wiihed  his  fucceiTors  might 
follow  the  example  his  majefty  would  undoubtedly  fet 
them,  and  make  ufe  of  that  unlimited  power  for  the 
o-ood,  and  not  the  prejudice  of  his  fubjeflis.  Not  one 
of  the  reft  fpoke  a  word,  or  feemed  in  the  leaft  to 
murmur  at  what  was  done.  Thofe  who  had  paid  their 
homao-e  now  retired  to  the  council-houfc,  where  the 
nobles  were  called  over  by  name,  and  ordered  to  fub- 
fcribe  the  oath  they  had  taken,  which  they  all  did. 

Thus  io  four  days  time  the  kingdom  of  Denmark 
was  changed  from  a  ftate  but  little  different  from  that  of 
an  ariftocracy,  to  that  of  an  unlimited  monarchy.  The 
only  comfort  the  commons  had  left,  was  to  fee  their 
former  oppreiTors  almoft  as  much  humbled  as  them- 
felves ;  while  all  the  citizens  of  Copenhagen  have  ob- 
tained by  it  is,  the  infignificant  privilege  of  wearing 
fwords:  fo  that  now  not  a  cobler  nor  a  barber  ftirs 
abroad  without  one  by  his  fide.  The  clergy  were  in- 
deed the  only  gainers  -,  for  they  reaped  many  advan- 
tages from  this  change. 

However,  no  enfigns  of  majefty  appear  at  the  court 
of  Denmark,  except  fuchasare  military,  as  horfe  and 
foot  guards,  yeomen,  and  the  found  of  drums  and 
trumpets  i  bur  the  badges  of  peace,  as  heralds,  maces, 
the  chancellor's  purfe,  and  the  fword  of  ftate,  are  here 
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unknown.  The  king  fits  down  to  dinner  with  his  queen, 
children,  relations,  and  general  officers  of  the  army,  till 
the  round  table  be  filled.  The  court  marmal  inviting 
fomctimes  one  and  Ibmctimes  another  to  eat  with  his 
majefty,  till  all  have  had  their  turns  in  that  honour.  A 
page  in  livery  fays  grace  before  and  after  meat ;  for  no 
chaplain  appears  here  but  in  the  pulpit.  The  atten- 
dants are  one  or  tvy^o  gentlemen,  and  the  reft  livery 
fervants.  The  kettle  drums  and  trumpets  which  are 
ranged  before  the  palace,  proclaim  aloud  the  very  mi- 
nute when  the  king  fits  down  to  table ;  but  the  cere- 
mony of  the  knee  is  not  ufed  to  his  majefty. 

Every  winter,  the  fnow  is  no  fooner  firm  enough  to 
bear,  than  the  Danes  takes  great  delight  in  going  in 
fledges.  The  king  and  court  firil  giving  the  example, 
and  making  fcverai  tours  about  the  capital  in  great 
pomp,  with  kettle  drums  and  trumpets  -,  their  Hedges 
drawn  by  horfes  adorned  with  rich  trappings,  and  har- 
nefs  full  of  fmall  bells.  After  the  court  hath  thus  open- 
ed the  way,  the  burghers  and  others  ride  about  the 
ilreets  all  night,  wrapped  up  in  their  fur  gowns,  with 
each  his  femiale  in  the  fledge  with  him. 

What  is  mofl  admirable  with  refped:  to  Denmark 
are  its  laws,  which  are  founded  on  equity,  and  are  re- 
markable for  their  juflice,  perfpicuity,  and  brevity, 
Thefe  are  contained  in  one  quarto  volume  wq-ote  in  tlie 
language  of  the  country  with  fuch  plainnefs,  that  every 
man  who  can  read,  is  capable  of  underilanding  his  own 
cafe,  and  pleading  it  too,  if  he  pleafes,  without  the 
afiiflance  of  either  an  attorney,  or  of  counfeL 

The  common  people  in  general,  throughout  all 
Denmark,  live  very  mean;  the  food  of  the  burghers 
and  citizens  being  rye  bread,  fait-fifli,  flock  iifh,  ex- 
cellent bacon,  and  very  bad  cheefe  i  and  the  peafants 
live  on  roots,  white  meats,  and  rye-bread  ;  feldom 
tailing  frefh  fifii,  and  fcarce  ever  flefli,  unlefs  on  fomc 
extraordinary  feilivals,  as  on  St.  Martin's  eve,  when 
each  family  in  Denmark  never  fails  to  make  merry, 
and  to  have  a  roafled  goofe  for  fupper.  However,  the 
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tables  of  the  rich  are  ufnally  well  furnifhied ;  but  the 
meat  is  generally  lean.  Wether  mutton  is  very  fcarce 
and  feldom  good.  Here  are  no  pheafants,  woodcocks, 
rabbitS;,  or  fallow-deer}  but  you  may  fometimes  meet 
with  a  fmall  roe-buck  in  the  market ;  but  it  is  alfo  ge- 
nerally lean  :  the  hares  are  however  good.  Sea  fifh  is 
fcarcCj  and  not  good;  but  the  river  tifh  makes  amends, 
here  being  mofl  excellent  carpj  perch,  and  craw-fifh. 
One  cannot  expe61:  extraordinary  fruit  fo  far  north,  yet 
the  gentry  do  not  want  fuch  as  are  very  tolerable  -,  and 
fome  of  the  nobility  have  melons,  grapes,  peaches,  and 
ail  forts  of  faiads  very  early,  and  in  great  perfection. 

The  people  are  fond  of  drinking ;  the  liquors  that 
are  moil;  in  vogue  with  the  great  are  Rhenifh  wine, 
cherry  brandy,  and  all  forts  of  French  wine.  The 
])oor  people  who  are  able  to  indulge  themfelves,  do  it 
in  bad  beer,  and  Danifa  brandy. 

The  gentlemen  and  officers  drefs  very  fplendidly  af- 
ter the  French  mode  3  but  the  winter  drefs  of  the  la- 
dies, which  is  Danifh,  is  very  convenient  and  becom- 
ing. The  burghers,  the  fervants,  and  even  the  pea- 
fants  are  neat  and  cleanly  ^  they  love  change  of  their 
ordinary  white  linen,  which  is  here  made  cheap :  the 
women  emiploying  their  kifure  hours  in  fpinning. 

They  are  fometimes  contracted  three,  four  or  more 
years  before  marriage.  The  gentry  give  portions  with 
their  daughters :  but  the  burghers  and  peafants  only  give 
clothes,  houfhouid  goods,  and  a  great  wedding  din- 
ner ;  which  are  all  they  part  with  till  their  death.  Mag- 
nificent' burials  and  monuments  are  much  in  requefl 
with  the  nobility ;  and  it  is  ufual  to  keep  the  body  of 
a  perfon  of  quality  in  a  vault,  or  the  chancel  of  fome 
church,  for  feveral  years  together,  till  they  have  an 
opportunity  to  celebrate  the  funeral.  The  poorer  fort 
are  buried  in  great  thick  chefts  ;  and  in  the  towns  there 
are  about  a  dozen  common  mourners  belonging  to  each 
parilli,  v/ho  are  obliged  to  carry,  and  attend  them  to 
their  graves. 
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It  is  difEcult  for  ftrangers  to  find  conveniences  of 
lodging  or  eating  in  Denmark ;  even  in  Copenhagen, 
there  are  few  or  no  lodgings  to  be  let  in  private  houfes; 
and  in  the  taverns,  people  muft  be  content  to  eat  and 
drink  in  a  public  room,  into  which  any  other  company- 
may  enter,  and  eat  at  another  table:  unlefs  a  perfon 
pretends  to  higher  matters  than  ordinary. 
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